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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

David OKill

Plate 5. FIBO and Shetland Amenity Trust shared stand
(Steve Arlow in centre with Lynne and lan Cowgill
behind to left and right), British Birdfair, Egleton,
Rutland, 20th August 2016. © lan Andrews

Regrettably, the reason that | am writing this
Chairman'’s Report as Vice-Chairman is the sudden
untimely death of our Chairman, Eric Meek in early
2017. He was a great guy and will be massively
missed by all of those who knew him; a full
obituary will appear in the 2017 Annual Report.

The routine at the Observatory continues, with
the daily census, seabird monitoring and the
recording of scarce and rare migrants. Even after
all of these years, new species can be added to
the Fair Isle list and this year it was three; Little
Egret, Black-browed Albatross and Siberian
Accentor (two). As well as these, there was a
good show of what have become Fair Isle’s
signature autumn rarities such as Lanceolated
Warbler, Citrine Wagtail and Olive-backed and
Pechora Pipits. Also remarkable were the numbers
of autumn Yellow-browed Warblers, this year a
common migrant changing its status from what
was regarded as a scarce bird only a few years ago.

The ringing effort continues to reveal unusual
movements of individual birds and has recently
helped to discover more about Shetland's Linnets
which are rapidly colonising the south Mainland.

Two House Sparrow movements, to and from the
isle, demonstrate that this species is not quite as
sedentary as was thought but more spectacular was
a Turtle Dove to the Faeroes and the number of
birds arriving on the isle bearing rings from Norway.

We have been carrying out structured seabird
monitoring over many years and how important
this work has become! It has demonstrated the
dramatic decline of some of our seabird species.
This work is vital to understanding the
demography of the different populations and is
the basis of investigating seabird problems.

A major part of the Observatory’s function is to
provide high quality food and accommodation for
visitors. That this works so well is a tribute to our
Administrator and Warden and confirmed by the
positive comments from visitors, islanders and staff.

It's always good to see young folk visiting the Obs,
as they usually abound with enthusiasm and get
a lot out of their visit and in many cases a life-long
interest in matters environmental. We have two
funds to assist young folk to visit, the John
Harrison Memorial Fund and the Simon Aspinall
Bursary Fund. There are other funds available
from the Shetland Bird Club and the BTO, initiated
to encourage vyoungsters to visit Bird
Observatories and have new experiences.

Back copies of Annual Reports free to download

scanned FIBO reports from 1948 to 2012
are available from our website:
www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/annual_reports.html

Reports covering more recent years can
be purchased from the online shop:
www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/shop_books.html




Running an operation like ours and living on a
remote island throws up unusual problems and
the community needs to address a number of
these together with the island’s owners the NTS
and other partners. These include: the setting up
of an island-wide electricity supply with the
financing and logistics developed through the Fair
Isle Electricity Company; the provision of
refurbished houses to attract new residents as
part of the Fair Isle Development Plan which
needs implementation; the problems of airstrip
safety possibly affected by bird-strike; the
replacement of the Good Shepherd IV which
carries most goods in and out of the island as well
as some of our visitors. Her maiden voyage was
in May 1986, so she is now over 30 years old,
perhaps the oldest serving ferry in the country.

After considerable work by FIMETI in October
2016 the Scottish Government confirmed an
Order which implemented the Fair Isle Marine
Protected Area in November 2016. A Steering
Group now needs to be formed to implement the
Terms of Reference and Aims of this Demonstration
and Research MPA. FIBO is involved in all of these
projects to a greater or lesser extent.

Some years ago the FIBOT directors took the
decision to organise the analysis of our data,
which is particularly valuable as it has been
collected in a standardised way and goes back for
many years, making it one of the longest runs of
ornithological data in Europe. Initially the data was
digitised so that it could be properly handled, with
the SOC providing a generous grant to cover the
costs of the process. Subsequently, we employed
Will Miles to begin to analyse the data, this has
resulted in a number of publications and presen-
tations and we are keen that this analysis is carried
forward to produce a further series of results.

We have developed partnerships with a number
of organisations and these are vital for our future;
on the island we are in regular contact with the
Community and the NTS. More widely, we co-
operate with BTO and the Bird Observatories
Council, we contribute to BirdTrack, we are part of
the JNCC's national seabird monitoring scheme,
we are taking part in the latest UK seabird census

and much of our data is supplied to the Shetland
Biological Records Centre. We have shared a stall
at the Birdfair with the Shetland Amenity Trust,
which benefits both organisations. SNH provides
funding towards the Ranger, this service is much
appreciated especially by first-time visitors and
less experienced folk and greatly enhances their
visit: as does a trip, in early autumn and after dark,
to the North Haven to watch the Storm Petrel
ringing, a really unique experience to see these
superb, little nocturnal birds appear out of the
night and return to the dark after being ringed, not
to be forgotten by birders or non-birders.

RSPB researchers again visited the island to
continue their tagging work on seabirds, and
what interesting information they have come up
with. This year the target species was Puffins,
and their revealing results are presented in this
Annual Report.

FIBOT is a charitable trust controlled by a board
of Trustees who are also directors of FIBO. The
directors give freely of their time and are unpaid
but carry out a wide range of duties, as diverse
as administrating the young people’s funds,
issuing press releases to the media, overviewing
Health & Safety arrangements, representing FIBO
at the Birdfair, organising the publication of data,
revamping the presentation of this Annual Report
and developing the website which continues to
receive an increasing number of hits. The fact
that our finances are in such a healthy state is
due largely to the diligence and efforts of our
Director of Finance.

I'd like to give a big thanks to everyone mentioned
here, to the FIBO directors, all of our staff, our
volunteers and to the Fair Isle community; without
the help of so many people and partners we could
not function, nor provide such a high level of
service. If you are not yet a Friend of Fair Isle you can
join on the website, you'll receive a free annual
report and two newsletters a year and some prefer-
ential booking arrangements and discounts. If you
are interested in the operation of the Bird
Observatory and would consider becoming a
director, please let us know, it's always good to see
new faces around the meeting table.



ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT

Susannah Parnaby

As those who visit regularly will know, and
hopefully new visitors soon realise, partnership
and community are a key part of what makes the
Observatory work, and are a big part of the magic
of Fair Isle for those of us who get hooked. The
scenery is of course spectacular and the birding
definitely has its moments, but there's something
more in sharing that with other people who also
‘get’ what you're feeling. Whether its swapping
tales of enlivening walks through skua colonies, or
discussing the finding of that bird, or the moment
you're standing in a crowd on the headland as a
Killer Whale fin breaks the surface below you,
there’s something about the shared experience
that adds that bit extra. I'm sure those who were
with us in the spring when the albatross call came
in, and on the 2nd October when the birds just
didn't stop coming and we all seemed to be
walking around with daft grins on our faces, will
recognise that feeling. We hope you enjoy reliving
your moment of the season in this report, and a
big thank you to all our visitors in 2016 for making
the Obs such a great place to be.

We were very lucky to have a very committed
staff team and some great volunteers in 2016,
who put a lot of effort into ensuring the guest
house operations ran smoothly and helped
visitors to get the most out of their stay. Orlando,
our returning cook, was joined by his brother
Michael, a former pastry chef, and sister-in-law
Inessa, from Kyrgyzstan, which brought a middle-
European/Russian flavour to the kitchen, which
we hope you enjoyed. Housekeeping in another
busy season was ably tackled by Terri Bowley,
who returned for the first part of the season, and
new staff member Sara Bailey, who joined us in
the autumn. Alongside the staff we were very
grateful to our domestic volunteers, Volker
Keppke, Jane Tompsett and Cathy Mendez, bar
volunteers Jan Yates and Katherine Westerberg,
and to Nina O'Hanlon who helped out on both
ornithological and domestic fronts. Domestic work

at the Observatory is perhaps not the most
glamorous role, but it does make a big difference
to the team and we are very grateful to all those
who helped this year. The wardening team this
year was comprised solely of returning staff,
Ciaran Hatsell and Lee Gregory as assistant
wardens and Chris Dodd as ranger, all of whom
brought substantial skills to the team which
benefitted our ornithological volunteers through
the summer: Elizabeth Holmes, Richard Waters,
Lewis Mitchell, Sam Hood and Oliver Beacock.

The community too plays a very important role in
making the Observatory what it is, not least
because we depend very heavily on others to
ensure transport services run as smoothly as
possible, to guarantee there is always food to put
on the table, to maintain migrant and breeding
habitats on the isle and to help keep the building
itself running. Thank you to all who helped this
year, including Deryk Shaw, Kenny Stout, Brian
Smith and lain Stout and to the range of people
who very ably looked after our children this year
and covered for staff holidays, Raluca Mera, Alice
and Hannah Best, Marin Sinclair, Amy Stout, Freya
Stout and Raven Shaw.

Life on a small island means many of the tasks
that would otherwise be fulfilled by local
government employees, or by voluntary organi-
sations, become the responsibility of those living
on the isle. As some of you will be aware there
are now a number of infrastructure projects
underway, including the broadband project and a
new power project which aims to increase power
generation and to deliver 24-hour power to the
isle. We are very lucky to have members of the
community with the competency to initiate and
drive such projects forward, but we must
remember that this work is carried out by
individuals giving time outside their normal
working hours, rather than specialist companies,
and such projects therefore have a longer delivery



time that would be the case elsewhere. This year
has seen a number of other changes on the isle,
including the loss of both Annie Thomson and
Peter Harrison. For visitors to the isle in more
recent years, when both were a less visible
presence, Annie will perhaps be best known to
knitters, for her phenomenal skill in creating
beautiful knitwear, whilst many will have been
aware of the red sports car at South Light, Peter’s
pride and joy, rather than the man himself. Both
are very sadly missed and full obituaries are
included later in the report. September also
marked the end of an era with Neil Thomson’s
retirement as skipper of the Good Shepherd. lan
Best of Kenaby has now taken on this role, but
Neil and Pat will continue to take bookings for the
ferry on the same number as before.

The Observatory's role as a base for researchers
conducting fieldwork was broadened this year by
the arrival of botanist Camila Quinteros Penafiel,
completing a Master's project on the flora of Fair
Isle, and a team of lichenists, who contributed a
great deal to the understanding of this less
studied group on the isle. We were also very
pleased to welcome the RSPB team for another
season, focusing solely on studying the off-shore
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Plate 6. FIBO team 2016 (clockwise from i
back left: Ciaran Hatsell (Senior Assistant
Warden), Lee Gregory (Assistant Warden),
Susannah Parnaby (Administrator), David
Parnaby (Warden), Alice Best (Childcarer),
Inessa Vetlugina (Domestic Assistant),
Terri Bowley (Domestic Assistant), Michael
Krippner (Assistant Cook), Orlando
Krippner (Cook), Chris Dodd (Ranger),
Obs, 4th May 2016. © David Parnaby

movements of Puffins this year. The Observatory
is equipped with a small office/workspace
available for use by visiting researchers, not just
those working in ornithology, and supports the
work of research teams by offering reduced rates
on accommodation. If you are interested in
making use of these facilities please contact the
Observatory for more information.

Finally a big thank you is due to all the directors of
the Observatory, for putting in sterling work behind
the scenes, and not being above popping to the
shops in Shetland if needed. Do remember to visit
the FIBO stand at the Birdfair in the summer for an
opportunity to give your feedback to the directors
or get in touch via our social media pages to share
some of your memories of Fair Isle.

As for my best memory this year, it was in early
November, the night before most of our staff left,
and Nick Riddiford called to say there was
phosphorescence (evocatively called ‘mareel’ in
Shetland) in the waters of the North Haven.
Calling other folk on the isle, we all headed down
to the beach, children in tow, and spent an hour
or so dancing about on the sand in the dark,
making sparkly footprints on the tideline...

f




WARDEN’'S REPORT

David Parnaby

As ever, Fair Isle delivered another memorable
year. Bird-wise it will probably be remembered for
a spell of easterlies at the end of the season that
delivered multiple rarities and some very exciting
migration. The year also saw three additions to the
island list; it seems remarkable that species are
still being added after almost 70 years of intensive
studying of the island’s birds by FIBO and, of
course, many years of records prior to that from
visiting ornithologists and sharp-eyed islanders,
but still they come! There can surely be very few
other three square miles in the United Kingdom
that have recorded so many species. Although it
is often the overall experience rather than the
rarer species that makes birding on Fair Isle so
enjoyable, there is no doubt that most visitors are
hoping to see something that bit different from
their usual patches, and Fair Isle rarely disappoints.
Amongst the rarities this year were the island's:

1st Little Egret, Black-browed Albatross
and Siberian Accentor (and a retumn
of the island's first Swinhoe's
Petrel, first observed in 2013)

2nd Mediterranean Gull, Ring-necked
Duck, Siberian Accentor and
Little Egret

4th and 5th Little Ringed Plover

6th Calandra Lark

7th Collared Flycatcher

7th Siberian Rubythroat

8th Radde's Warbler

10th Red-rumped Swallow

10th-13th  Pine Buntings

11th Blue Tit

Other rarities and notable species included
Honey-buzzard, three Marsh Harriers, four
Ospreys, three Spotted Crakes, three Cranes, two
Dotterels, Great Snipe, Hoopoe, 14 Wrynecks,
Golden Oriole, 14 Red-backed Shrikes, four Great
Grey Shrikes, Woodchat Shrike, 14 Shorelarks, two
Short-toed Larks, five Greenish, 165 Yellow-

browed, Dusky, 13 Barred, two ‘Eastern
Subalpine’, four 'Western Subalpine’, four
Lanceolated, Booted, 14 Icterine, Paddyfield,
three Blyth's Reed and six Marsh Warblers, Rose-
coloured-Starling, Nightingale, 29 Bluethroats, four
Red-flanked  Bluetails, 11  Red-breasted
Flycatchers, two Siberian Stonechats, Citrine
Wagtail, five Richard's, four Olive-backed, Pechora
and six Red-throated Pipits, 12 Hawfinches, 13
Common Rosefinches, ‘Hornemann’s Arctic
Redpoll, two ‘Coues's Arctic Redpolls’, three
Ortolan, 13 Little and two Rustic Buntings.

Personally, my bird of the year was the Black-
browed Albatross, it was one of the best birds I've
ever seen and the unlikeliness of it being found
from the Good Shepherd IV and twitchable from
the island was amazing enough, before it put on
a spectacular fly-over as we watched open-
mouthed on Buness. Almost as amazing were
two Siberian Accentors, although to be perfectly
honest, it did feel like the first British record
should have been on Fair Isle, rather than on
Shetland just over a week before ‘our’ first one. Ah
well, there's still Black-throated Accentor to aim for!

Seabirds had another mixed season, with details
contained in the seabird summary later in this
report. The sight (and sound) of Dog Geo and
Greenholm's successful Kittiwake colony was
another highlight of the year, whilst the sheer
number of Bonxies was impressive, but was not
without problems. Though there is no evidence
that they are responsible for the declines of many
of Fair Isle’s seabird species (and it was notable
that a record Bonxie year was accompanied by
several other species having productive years),
nor do they have any serious negative impact on
other wildlife or livestock, the sheer number of
nesting and loafing birds caused problems for
airstrip operations. As a result, Scottish Natural
Heritage issued the National Trust for Scotland
with a licence for the removal of a small number



Plate 7. The 2016 wardening team

of nests and birds. It is to be hoped that NTS are
able to put in places measures that ensure the
safety of airstrip operations without the need for
such drastic actions to be necessary in the future.

There are several other areas in which the NTS
will need to be busy on Fair Isle in the immediate
future, not least helping to provide housing for the
extra population that the island needs in order
to keep functioning as an effective community
and it was a shame to see work on the
renovation of Midway stall again. The retirement
of Alexander Bennett, the NTS's ‘man on the
ground’ on Fair Isle means the work needed will
fall to his successor, Chris Cassels, who we wish
all the best in his new role.

There are many of the Fair Isle community who
are to be thanked for their work for the island in
general and for the Obs in particular, and I'd like
to echo Susannah's thanks to Deryk Shaw, Kenny
Stout, Robert Mitchell, Brian Smith, Jimmy and lain
Stout, amongst several others, who have come to
our assistance at the Obs (often at short notice
and unsociable hours) when we've needed help.
The whole island community is also owed a great

(left to right): Lee Gregory (Assistant Warden), David Parnaby (Warden) and Ciaran
Hatsell (Senior Assistant Warden), 12th April 2016. © Susannah Parnaby

deal of thanks for helping to make the birding
experience on Fair Isle a relaxed and enjoyable one
and we'd also like to thank our visitors for ensuring
that the islanders’ hospitality is respected.

Sadly, the island lost two of its residents this
year and everyone at the Obs extends their
sympathies to the families of Annie Thomson of
Shirva and Peter Harrison of South Light, whilst
Ann Prior, a stalwart of the Obs kitchen for over
30 years, also passed away during the year. All
three will be missed.

Grace and Freyja both very much enjoyed their
regular visits to Annie and Stewart at Shirva, often
with Alice or Hannah Best, who had been
childcarers in recent seasons. The passing of
‘Nannie' was not just a sad time, but a chance to
reflect on a remarkable life that began on Fair Isle
back when the island was a very different place. It
is impossible to find anyone who had a bad word
to say about Annie and she will be much missed,
but we're lucky to all have so many wonderful
memories to share with the three generations of
her beloved family who live on the isle.



Although Fair Isle is not a secretive place, and has
featured on numerous television programmes
over the vyears, the two one-hour episodes
broadcast on the BBC towards the end of the year
provided a more in depth view of certain parts of
island life than many people may be used to
seeing. Whilst there was certainly some feeling
that the documentary focussed a wee bit too
much on some negative aspects, there were
nonetheless a number of enjoyable moments. A
good test of the impression something makes on
the community is how it features during the
Hogmanay guising sketches and, without giving
away any guising secrets, the programme obviously
made even more of a star out of John Best!

Susannah has already detailed staff and volunteers,
as well as some of the other highlights of the year,
and I'd like to add my thanks to the staff team for
another year of sterling efforts and we look forward
to welcoming many of them back in the future. Of
course, thanks are also due to Susannah, who
continues to work very hard, often behind the
scenes, in a variety of roles at the Obs and
elsewhere on the island, whilst we also benefitted
from the support of both of our sets of parents,
who seem to enjoy getting stuck in to helping out
whenever they visit (at least, | hope they enjoy it!).

Finally, thanks are also due to the FIBOT
directors, especially Dave and Mike, whilst the
financial contributions of SNH, JNCC and
SOTEAG are also welcomed.

THE NTS ON FAIR ISLE IN 2016

Alexander Bennett

General Manager, Countryside and Islands North (retired)

The Trust continues to look to bring new families
into the isle and consequently we welcomed
Rachel Challoner and Shaun Milner to the island in
May 2015, who took up residence in Barkland and
set out to a life of crofting and numerous other tasks
that would soon occupy them full time. They had
the advantage of having already lived on Fair Isle, in
that they both worked at the Bird Observatory and
were clearly attracted to the way of life on the isle.
The romance blossomed. Coincidentally, the BBC
were looking to undertake a yearlong filming
project to look at the year in the life of Fair Isle and
were keen to follow a new family arriving on the
island and how they settled into daily life. Over a
period of about 18 months, the BBC producer
Louise Lockwood visited the isle, sometimes with
her family, and spent some long hours following
island life. The final two-part documentary was
shown in late 2016 on BBC1 Scotland, and was
aired on BBC4 in February 2017 before going
worldwide. This type of documentary is not always

everyone's cup of tea and the intention was to show
the trials and tribulations of living and working in
such a remote place, when the weather can either
lift the spirits or drive you to ground. Louise's
experience of documentary making ensured it was
done sensitively, whilst showing the harsh reality of
survival in a small community.

After the publication of their vision for Fair Isle’s
future by the island community, they set about
the task of prioritising their key objectives and
getting on with various developments in order to
secure that future. Key to that was the
development of a number of essential infras-
tructure projects such as the installation of a
Superfast Broadband network, an absolute
necessity these days in order to stay ahead of the
communications game and to allow economic
activity to work in order to reduce the peripherality
and ensure that local businesses can flourish and
not be hindered by the lack of good communi-



cations. The next phase is to develop the electricity
network to include the replacement of the existing
wind turbine on Houll with three new 65 kW wind
generators on the Rippack and to include a
connection to the aerodrome and the
Observatory, which is no mean feat. It is good to
see that Fair Isle is still taking a lead in renewables
having had the accolade of being the first
commercially operated renewables scheme in
Europe back in the 1980s. Support by the
community and the National Trust for Scotland, for
the further development of the water supply
through Scottish Water is coming along and this
will use additional boreholes to utilise ground
water - but bear in mind that the isle is surrounded
by mineral rich seawater, which brings its own
particular problems of contamination!

Another project identified in the study was to
ensure the future viability of the two essential
means of travel to and from the island: that of
flights and boat travel. The aerodrome which
brings daily (except Sunday) flights to and from
the island is heavily regulated by the Civil Aviation
Authority as a licensed aerodrome. This brings
with it an annual audit of the operation and the
need to comply with many onerous regulations. A
new Aerodrome Safety Management System and
Aerodrome Manual occupied much of my time
for the best part of a year to ensure that the
aerodrome continues to operate safety and to
minimise the operational risks. | am glad to say
that that process has been completed
successfully and | am grateful to the support of
many stakeholders to make that happen, not least
of which was the staff team on the island and the
Civil Aviation Authority for their ‘can do’ attitude.

Also, as the existing Good Shepherd IV is now 32
years old it is now reaching the end of its working
life. It has been a stalwart over that time but the
needs of a 21st century island are such that the
next phase of ferry is looming. They need faster
journey times and quicker turnarounds in
Shetland so a new vessel is being sought and
initial designs and budgets are being considered
by the owners and operators, Shetland Islands
Council. Not only is it the key to getting goods and
people onto and off the island, it adds to the

number of places to get visitors and islanders
back and forth. Anyone who has had the pleasure
of a trip on the Shepherd will, | feel sure, miss her!

Sadly, not all plans have come to fruition and the
project to renovate Midway House has stalled.
The initial phase to clear and partially demolish
parts of the house, was completed by the local
Fair Isle builders but funding and authority to
proceed with the main refurbishment escaped us,
thus leaving a bit of an eyesore on the Houll. This
project will happen in time and | am sad that |
wasn't able to pull this one off. This also stalled
the finding of new tenants for Midway Croft and
until the house is complete then at least one new
family is lacking. However, now that Brian and
Mary Wilson of Houll Croft have retired and
moved to Orkney to be closer to their family, this
has opened up an opportunity for a young
islander and family to move into the family croft.

The good news towards the end of the year was
the announcement that the Scottish Government,
Marine Scotland, have finally approved Fair Isle as
a Development and Research Marine Protected
Area. It has taken the best part of 20 years to get
all party consensus to this proposal. Now that
agreement has broken out all round it is for the
stakeholders to get together and agree a
programme of research and development to prove
the case for a full conservation protection
designation for the seas around Fair Isle. Protection
is not just about protecting breeding fish stocks
around the isle for human consumption, it is about
protecting valuable food sources for the seabird
populations that Fair Isle is so famous for.

The critical issue for the future is growth of the
population and encouragement to families to
settle on the isle where they can take part in
community activities and to bring diversity of
employment. There is a desperate shortage of
able-bodied people to fill the essential jobs on
the isle and to spread employment over a wider
section of the residents. Currently, there are too
few chasing too few jobs and as a result things
stagnate and individuals get very tired at have to
do everything, so fresh blood is needed.



Plate 8. Busy pier with Good Shepherd IV, North Haven,
1988. © FIBO Archive. More photographs from our
archives can be viewed on our website:
www.fairislebirdobs.co.uk/archivephotos.html|

On a sad note, | report on the passing of Annie
Thomson of Shirva in September. Annie was in her
90s and was a strong family matriarch and a
traditional knitter to the end. Anyone who knew
Annie could not fail to be impressed with her
knitting prowess. Her extended family all have
wardrobes of that rare commodity, the genuine
hand knitted Fair Isle garment. | knew Annie for
over 32 years and she was like a mother to me in
my early years of involvement on the isle and
many a time she gave me comfort and solace
when things weren't going quite the way | had
expected! Annie will be missed by her family,
friends and many of the visitors to the isle over the
years. Her widower, Stewart, continues to tutor in
spinning and still makes and repairs spinning
wheels. | am so glad that | have my knitwear and
wheel as my memory.

Also, Peter Harrison of the South Lighthouse
passed away after his time as a retired
gentleman on the island. Peter first came to Fair
Isle when his daughter was the teacher in the
school. She moved on and he wanted to stay
on and moved into the South Light house flat
where he lived a quiet and peaceful life.

Finally, | first went to Fair Isle in September 1985 as
a young, rather wet behind the ears, Land Agent
(Factor in those days!) and was welcomed in by
Stewart and Annie. So, after 32 vyears, | have
decided to take early retirement and | left the Trust
in October. | will remain as a director of FIBOT in my
own right and thus maintain my link with the isle.
In my time with Fair Isle, | have seen many
developments and the population rising to about
76 with a school role of 13. Sadly, the population is
in the lower 50s these days and only four children
in the school, hence there is a strong need to grow
the population. | have had good times and bad
times and suffice to say that it is so gratifying and |
am so proud to have been part of the Fair Isle story
and | thank all those who | have associated with on
the isle from the bottom of my heart. | have gained
many acquaintances over the years and | look
forward to moving from being the Landlord's man
to be a friend of the islanders.

v

-
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Annie Thomson (née Wilson) 1922-2016

Anne Sinclair and Margo Murray

Anne Sinclair: Born in Springfield on a wild
night in February, Annie Wilson was delivered by
her father, as the nurse, struggling through the
gale, arrived too late! The seventh child and the
youngest of three sisters, when she was old
enough and much to her delight she was
excused the usual crofting chores of milking,
making butter and general housework and given
the job of babysitting her younger brother Bob.

She enjoyed school, walking there over the same
road that her father had, and the three
generations that have followed her did, but left at
14 years as was usual; four of the Springfield boys
went on to further education, but the three lasses
stayed home and knitted to help finance their
brothers’ schooling. She served in the NAAFI from
1942 to 1944 and married Stewart B. Thomson in
March of that year, moving as a lightkeeper's wife

Plate 9. Annie Thomson (Nanny). © Anne Sinclair
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to the isolated Rhuvaal lighthouse on Islay. 1947
and two children later the family were moved to
Buchanness lighthouse on the Aberdeenshire
coast, and in December 1950 were shifted once
again, this time to Auskerry, Orkney, with its
regime of six weeks on the rock and two weeks
ashore for the lightkeepers, with their wives and
families living permanently in Stromness. In 1956,
the evacuation of Fair Isle was seriously discussed
by the Zetland County Council - more young
families were needed. This was the catalyst that
prompted the Thomson family, now five in
number, to return to Springfield in April 1957. As
children, we were delighted as we had always
thought of Fair Isle as home; but, as an adult, | am
in awe of Mum's stoicism; leaving a sizable house
with electricity, running water and a modern
bathroom to come back to the family home - tiny,
Tilley lamps, water carried in a bucket from the
well and an outside chemical toilet!

Our move to Shirva in 1959 coincided with the
beginning of the IVS work camps, Dad's responsi-
bility for the many years that followed. Young
volunteers arrived every week, some for 10 days,
some for three weeks or longer, but there were
no cut off points and many didn't want to leave
so numbers escalated. While Dad worked with
often 20+ young and eager volunteers from all
over the world and did his best to find jobs for
them, not that easy when the weather was bad
and the crofts had no outside work for them to
do, Mum ran the Post Office and the telephone
exchange (she never walked, she always ranl),
and provided aforementioned volunteers with
endless tea, coffee, soup and meals. At the end
of each season, all the 'Puffin Hotel' blankets,
heavy grey ex-forces ones, were washed and
dried at Shirva; for the first few years by hand! |
heard the occasional mutter, but | never heard
her complain. We were lucky teenagers - for five
months of every year, we were part of an interna-
tional community based in our kitchen.



Her knitting skills were legendary. (I have an
abiding memory of a lovely Japanese lady arriving
in the Post Office asking to see her - she had
come all the way from Japan to meet Annie - and
| had to break the news to her, as gently as
possible, that Annie was on holiday in Norway.)
She produced beautiful and perfectly knitted
bespoke knitwear for more than 60 vyears,
including garments for the British and Norwegian
royal families. In her later years, she knitted only
for family and close friends. With nine
grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren
production output did not diminish and she was
knitting and teaching others how to until the day
she died. Words fascinated her. Generations of
children have benefitted hugely from the many
games of Scrabble played over cups of tea and
glasses of juice, and Countdown was the only TV
programme she never missed.

Brought up in a Methodist household, she had a
profound and abiding faith. She loved and was
very proud of all of her family, but her care and
concern for friends and passing strangers ensured
that she became ‘Nanny’ to so many more. My
parents were a unit, and there was no division
between them. My father is the head of our
family and my mother Annie was, and will always
be in spirit, the backbone.

Margo Murray: Having inadvertently become the
custodians of Springfield, the birthplace of Annie
Thomson, it was easy for us to become bonded.
Annie, together with her spouse, Stewart, had
become the head of a family blessed with resident
children, which had grown steadily to allow a stream
of love and laughter to flow through the doors of
Shirva. With always a wee corner for an island visitor
or staff from the Bird Observatory, for an exchange
of information. That being said, my own family news
was more likely to be aired at a Ceilidh. Annie was
a great raconteur, with anecdotes galore, and a
dancer who loved to ‘take the floor, so it was only
at these moments of pause that we would enjoy a
natter as we sat ‘one out’. She had a great sense of
humour and a dab of wisdom also.

It was in her later years, and mine, that | took to
dropping into Shirva after the saddest of events
for the Shirva €e'ens, the unexpected death of
their eldest, dearest, grand-daughter Lise. For
sure they missed her words and her music, those
special fiddling sessions with her grand-father.
Annie’s stoicism at this time was calm and
necessary for there were others to consider,
including Lise's mother and father, lan and their
four children. Together they would keep a look-
out for each other, trace possibilities. “Far is not
far” she would have told them.

Peter Edward Harrison 1941-2016

Fiona Mitchell

As the sun slipped below the horizon, we said
goodbye to Peter Harrison of South Lighthouse.
Described by us as a gentleman and described
by himself as ‘a distinguished gentlemen of
Anglo-Max-Celtic stock residing in the exclusive
southern playground of Costa del Sud
Lighthouse and Gold Course'.

It is with some sadness that Peter had only a few
people to share the latter months of his life with.
Some were the people who cared for him, and it
is to their credit that he was able to stay at home

for as long as possible before moving to
Overtonlea Care Centre at Levenwick, Shetland.
Whilst sharing a dram with Peter on his last night
at home, he was resigned to the fact he was dying
but not to leaving Fair Isle. A few of us were able
to visit him in Shetland before he died on 4th
October 2016. Fair Isle extends its condolences to
Peter's family and friends, as do all at FIBO.

Over the years Peter has entertained the island
with stories, adverts and notices placed at the
shop. They brought many a giggle. All eloquently
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written with a sharpness and great wit, although
some were politically incorrect and a few in need
of editing! So a few snippets for you.

Cleaner/lady required: 'blonde and blue-eyed or
brunette and hazel-eyed possibly of statuesque
proportions’, ‘must be a proficient or semi-proficient
sewer or be able to recognise a needle and thread,
‘should be single without the encumbrances of
children, former husbands or wives.

A trip away prompted, ‘on that occasion | bought
a return ticket from Loganair (motto - we fly
when we can) and | thereafter spent five nights
in Lerwick' eventually rescued by the ‘Good
Shepherd (motto - we always sail).”

And on sitting at Tingwall, 'l spent hours sipping
so-called “coffee” at enormous expense since
both the bar and restaurant were closed, or at
least | could not find them, which put me in
mind of our very own airstrip’.

Ann Prior 1949-2016
Jimmy Stout

Plate 10. Ann Prior, Obs, 12th May 2012. © David Parnaby
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Another notice ends, 'PS - libel suits to my
lawyers - Messrs Grab & Run, Panama City".

When Peter brought home a racy red Mazda sports
car, it was on the back of a visit to the Gilbert Bain
Hospital, the details of which were posted at the
shop: "..20 minute chat with a specialist at the
Gilbert Bain to check that blood was reaching my
brain and | will have that result within six weeks
which is encouraging to me greatly’. As the sports
car was lifted off the Good Shepherd, to numerous
‘oohs’ and ‘aahs), | enquired after his health and his
response was, ‘Darling, | promised myself a treat if |
made it out of the GBH alive’'l

Many living here feel we know everything about
each other, | don't believe this statement when
it comes to Peter. | think we barely scratched
the surface. One of Peter's notices was
addressed, ‘Dear Friends and Goodly
Neighbours'. I'd like to think that's how he regarded
us, and | hope we were his friend and goodly
neighbour when we said ‘Goodbye Peter’.

Sadly, Ann Prior died, following a struggle with
cancer, on 24th April 2016. Ann was a very
knowledgeable, well-educated lady. She was very
much her own person, strong-willed but never
condescending. She was therefore very interesting
company as she was also interested in Fair Isle, the
place and its people, some of whom over so many
years had, with her, lasting friendships.

Ann first came here to cook at the Obs in 1979,
and thereafter returned for whole seasons, for half
seasons and sometimes only for short periods
until her illness prevented her. She lived for a time
on Mainland Shetland and also in the Falkland
Islands, both episodes ending perhaps not as she
would have wished, but like her times on Fair Isle,
looked back on not with regret, but as part of life’s
enduring tapestry. So, it's hard to believe that we
shall not again meet Ann on the road, in the Obs
or in our homes. She has left us with fond
memories of her personality, her wit and her
wisdom, and she is missed by us all.



ORNITHOLOGICAL MONTHLY SUMMARY

David Parnaby

There was not too much exciting to report from the start of the
year, although unusual wintering species present during the
month included the first ever Goldfinch in this season, as well
as two Whooper Swans, Grey Heron, a few Water Rails, Merlin,
and some Pink-footed and Barnacle Geese, whilst 45 Purple
Sandpipers on 1st was a good count. A Bar-tailed Godwit was
unseasonal, whilst more expected were the two Glaucous Gulls
on 6th, which turned out to be the only white-wingers of the
month. Some movement, particularly of wildfowl, was obvious
mid-month, with the 11th seeing three ‘Greenland White-
fronted Geese’ and a Coot arrive, whilst high counts for the
winter included seven Woodcocks, 19 Lapwings and 22
Common Gulls. A Moorhen and two ‘Pale-bellied Brent Geese’
were further interesting arrivals the following day, with a Tufted
Duck on 14th and a peak of 336 Greylag Geese on 15th.
Further unseasonal records included Knot (17th) and Puffin
(18th), with a second Tufted Duck and an early Ringed Plover
arriving on 22nd. A female Goosander flew up the island on
24th, then the 25th saw Fair Isle's earliest-ever Pied Wagtail
arrive, along with a Woodpigeon. By far the most unusual
record during the month was the Sooty Shearwater seen from
the Good Shepherd IV on 27th. Storm Gertrude brought some
interesting conditions on 29th, but no birds of note and
thankfully no real damage to the island. The last day of the
month saw four Whooper Swans on the move, whilst the Long-
eared Owl that had been wintering at the Obs was seen for the
first time during the year (although droppings and pellets had
given its continued presence away earlier in the month).

January

Species Recorded: 66

Year List at end of month: 66
Birds Ringed: 5

Species Ringed: 2

Plate 11. Merlin, Obs, 31st January 2016.
© David Parnaby



February

Species Recorded: 54

Year List at end of month: 70
Birds Ringed: 24

Species Ringed: 9

March

Species Recorded: 73

Year List at end of month: 85
Birds Ringed: 92

Species Ringed: 18

Plate 12. Dunnock, Quoy, 6th May 2016.
© Lee Gregory

February opened unremarkably, although there was a Glaucous
Gull on 3rd and two on 6th. South-easterly winds on 7th saw an
increase in thrush numbers, with at least 50 Fieldfares present,
and there was a Glaucous Gull again on 8th. Fulmars were on
the move off South Light on 9th, and a ‘blue Fulmar was
amongst them. A flock of 75 Twite on 10th was a large count for
so early in the year although they didn't linger. Glaucous Gulls
were again noted on 11th and 21st and the latter date also saw
a female Gadwall arrive, representing a rare winter occurrence.
Signs of the forthcoming breeding season later in the month
included a few Razorbills offshore on 26th and copulating
Oystercatchers on 28th, whilst the three Common Seals in South
Harbour on 26th was a high count for recent years.

A Woodpigeon arrived in south-south-east winds at the start of
the month, along with a few Fieldfares. A Glaucous Gull was in
the north on 2nd but the most exciting sighting was five Killer
Whales in South Haven before they moved down the east coast
after lingering off Sheep Rock for a while on 3rd. By the second
week of the month, there were obvious increases in species
such as Skylark and Twite, Snipe were drumming from 8th and
‘Fair Isle Wrens’ and Skylarks were singing from 10th giving a
slightly more spring-like feel. A Lesser Black-backed Gull and a
Chaffinch on 12th were both firsts for the year and preceded a
light easterly breeze from 14th that saw the first 2016 records of
Bonxie (the earliest-ever), Stonechat and Goldcrest, whilst there
was a slight increase in Blackbirds and Guillemots, and Razorbills
returned in good numbers. Frogs were also very evident on the
night of 11th (unfortunately timing their emergence with people
leaving Brian and Mary Wilson's leaving party at the Obs) with
spawn recorded from 13th. A light north-east wind on 15th saw
the Good Shepherd IV sail and return with the first major bar and
food order of the season, a small fall of common species and
then an evening glow of the aurora borealis. Despite some cool
westerly winds, the 18th saw the first Dunnock of the year, the
19th produced the first Jackdaw and Black Redstart and the first
Kestrel was present the next day. Although Meadow Pipits and
Ringed Plovers increased on 22nd, when Lapwings were
displaying, the presence of Glaucous Gull and Whooper Swan
added a slightly wintrier feel. Curlews joined in with displaying on
23rd and the next few days saw a trickle of common migrants
moving, along with an increase in Whooper Swans to 11 on 26th,
whilst Easter Sunday on 27th saw 84mph south-west winds and
constant rain in the morning then a calm enough evening to get
the Obs mist nets open! The calm weather gave way to a light
south-easterly wind on 29th, which was brilliantly timed for the
return of the assistant wardens (although it was also the first day
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that the long-staying Coot was not seen, denying them a Fair Isle
tick!). Amongst the birds that were seen though, were the first
Great Northern Diver, Short-eared Owl, Chiffchaffs (three) and
Grey Wagtail of the year, whilst seven Puffins were off Buness in
the evening. The first census of the year in warm, sunny
conditions on 30th saw the first Wheatear amongst a few
common migrants including 27 Goldcrests. The last day of the
month saw 303 Skylarks, 11 alba wagtails, and two Jack Snipes
amongst the common migrants, when the first Tystie survey of

the year took place, producing 189 breeding-plumaged adults. Plate 13. Killer Whale, Rippack, 3rd March
2016. © David Parnaby

Strong south-south-east winds brought heavy rain for the start for Apr”

the month, although other than the first Collared Dove of the

year, there was not much to report. A few migrants on 2nd

included the first Brambling and Siskin of the year and the joint- ~ ~Pecies Recorded: 102
earliest-ever Sand Martin for Fair Isle, but 3rd was a washout with ~ Year List at end of month: 117
constant rain. Much better weather on 4th included moderate 05 {ngec: 330
south-east winds and, as hoped for, birds! These included the =~ SPecies Ringed: 32
earliest-ever House Martin for Fair Isle, the first seven Blackcaps,

four "White Wagtails" and two Mistle Thrushes of the year, along

with increases of several species including 48 Robins. Despite

the rain on 5th, there was still the island's earliest-ever Green

Sandpiper, along with the first Hawfinch, Willow Warbler, Ring

Ouzel and Linnet of the year. A Great Grey Shrike on 6th

continued the arrivals despite the south-south-westerly wind,

with Black Redstarts increasing to three and the first

Sparrowhawk and two Reed Buntings of the year. The wind

switched to the north-north-west on 7th and a confiding

‘Hornemann's Arctic Redpoll' began a ten-day stay at Shirva,

whilst a Waxwing and a second Hawfinch also arrived. The



Plate 14. ‘Hornemann's Arctic Redpoll’ with
Twite, Shirva, 7th April 2016. © Lee Gregory

easterly wind on 9th brought no more than the first Shelduck of
the year, but similar, albeit milder, conditions on 10th were far
more productive. Remarkably, there were three earliest-ever
records set for FIBO, Whitethroat, Redstart and Tree Pipit, with
other migrants including Long-eared Owl, five Black Redstarts,
‘Scandinavian Rock Pipit, ‘Mealy Redpoll, 43 Chiffchaffs, 32
Wheatears, 18 Dunnocks, 23 Bramblings and 174 Common
Gulls. An increase in many species on a pleasant 11th included
73 Chiffchaffs (a record spring count), 74 Robins and 32
Goldcrests. A Slavonian Grebe was the highlight of 11th, when
Chiffchaffs increased to 79 (another record!) then 87 the
following day, with 13th also producing a record count of Black
Redstarts (ten) and an increase in Robins to 117. A spell of north-
westerly winds then slowed things down for a while, with Red-
throated Diver (17th) and Whimbrel (19th) the only new arrivals,
with Wheatears increasing to 235 on 20th. A Crane on 23rd was
a pleasant break from the continued lack of arrivals, with the first
Arctic Skua also returning that day. On 27th the wind switched to
just east of north and eased a bit, with a Hawfinch arriving, and
with the easterlies continuing on 28th Hen Harrier and
Sanderling made their first appearances of the year. A Marsh
Harrier was the highlight on 29th, with the first Common
Sandpiper, along with a ‘Scandinavian Rock Pipit|, two Tree Pipits
and a slight increase in migrants. A fine day on 30th was busy
with a Breeding Bird Survey and general trapping and census to
take advantage of the conditions, with a new Hawfinch trapped.



May opened inauspiciously with heavy rain limiting sightings, May
although a Long-eared Owl was trapped, but with the wind

switching to a south-easterly later in the day, hopes were raised.

It was back to a south-westerly the following day and a wet start < .cios pecorded 146
delayed census, but birds were in, with Short-toed Lark the oo/ ict ot end of month: 166
highlight and also the first Lesser Whitethroat of the year and 5 5geq- 323
Redstart, four Tree Pipits, four Blackcaps, 35 Carrion Crows and < ocios minged: 42
367 Meadow Pipits. Southerly winds for a couple of days brought

a Black-tailed Godwit (3rd), then a bright but blustery 5th

brought a Red-rumped Swallow amongst some light hirundine

passage, the first two Lesser Redpolls, two Sedge Warblers and

Lapland Bunting of the year, and a slight increase in other

migrant numbers. A light south-westerly wind on 6th with ‘t-shirt

conditions’ brought a decent arrival, including the first Arctic Terns

(15), Grasshopper and Reed Warblers, two Tree Sparrows and

Yellow Wagtail of the year. Although the 7th was chilly in north-

west winds, the south-easterlies of the previous night had

delivered four new species for the year list: Bluethroat (preceding

daily records until 24th), Dotterel, Cuckoo and Garden Warbler.

The wind went north-east on 8th and brought a female ‘Eastern

Subalpine Warbler, three Bluethroats, ‘Blue-headed Wagtail' and

the year's first Whinchat. A south-easterly on 9th was

accompanied by warm enough conditions to census in short

sleeves and saw the arrival of two ‘Western Subalpine Warblers',

Wryneck, Hawfinch and ‘Grey-headed Wagtail’ along with the first

Spotted Flycatchers (11), Pied Flycatchers (two) and

Yellowhammer of the year. A lovely sunny start to the 10th, with

south-east winds, saw more birds in, with census highlights ~ Plate 15. Bluethroat, South Haven, 8th May
2016. © Lee Gregory




Plate 16. Black-browed Albatross, from
Buness against a backdrop of Vaasetter,
28th May 2016. © Lee Gregory
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including a male ‘Eastern Subalpine Warbler, two new female
‘Western Subalpine Warblers’, two Red-backed Shrikes, four
Bluethroats, Wryneck, Marsh Harrier and Hen Harrier. Fog then
descended, seemingly bringing an end to the day’s sightings, but
towards the end of the evening the very south-west of the island
peaked out of the gloom and a Calandra Lark was found at Utra
(which remained until 13th), shortly followed by a Little Ringed
Plover. The sun shone again on 11th as the light or moderate
east-north-east wind continued and a Woodchat Shrike was
found late in the day (and would go on to linger to 24th), with
other highlights including Ortolan Bunting, Nightingale, five Red-
backed Shrikes and a Wood Warbler. The wind switched to a
northerly on 12th, slowing things down severely, although a
Corncrake and Wood Sandpiper were new in. Unpromising
conditions continued on 13th, but a Rustic Bunting, a smart male
Red-breasted Flycatcher and a Hawfinch were found. A Red-
throated Pipit on 14th continued the run of good birds in poor
conditions, with a Slavonian Grebe also new in. A Crane moved
through in light westerly winds on 15th and a Wood Warbler
arrived, whilst good numbers of scarce birds lingering made the
birding still very pleasant. The winds became east-north-easterly
for a few days, with Icterine Warbler, ‘Grey-headed Wagtail', two
Wood Sandpipers, five Short-eared Owls and a Greenshank
amongst the arrivals on 18th, and Osprey and Pomarine Skua on
19th. A moderate south-westerly wind on 20th brought a (long-
awaited) Fair Isle first, when a Little Egret was found at Da Water,
with Crane, nine Short-eared Owls, more Bluethroats (four) and
an increase in waders including 48 Dunlins. A fog-and-rain
dominated day on 21st saw the arrival of Ortolan Bunting,
Icterine Warbler and the year's first Manx Shearwater. The sun
was brilliant the next day and, despite the west-north-west wind,
there was another Red-throated Pipit, this time a fine male
singing on the road at Charlie’s Trees, along with Turtle Dove and
light hirundine passage. A packed day on 23rd saw light westerly
winds, sunshine and lots of birds, which pleased the cruise ship
visitors. The highlight was a female Collared Flycatcher, along with
a Little Ringed Plover, six Bluethroats, Quail, Osprey, Wood
Warbler, two Swifts (the first of the year) and increases in many
of the common migrants. North-north-east winds slowed down
arrivals for a few days, with just one or two new birds noted,
although a Nathusius's Pipistrelle was found dead on 26th. Light
east-north-east winds on 27th allowed for a full day, including a
‘Fair Isle Wren' survey, Razorbill and Puffin monitoring, plenty of
ringing and, of course, census; log eventually took place at 11pm,
17 hours after the wardening team first left the Obs! Highlights
were a Rustic Bunting at Utra and a Hoopoe, with the latter being
found from the van on the drive back from twitching the former!
Grace had always been particularly keen on seeing Hoopoe, and
so went off marching through the Meadow Burn pishing her



heart out in an unusual combination of dressing gown, wellies
and body warmer! The 28th was dominated by one bird, Black-
browed Albatross, First seen from the Good Shepherd, it was just
about viewable from land and so was twitched by the entire Obs
and many islanders (including Grace, who this time was at the
twitch in pyjamas and a pair of size ten boots!), but it then put
on a superb display as it flew over Buness and Sheep Rock
leaving everyone stunned. Spare a thought for poor ranger Chris
though, who was out of the island attending a friend's wedding
for the weekend. The albatross was back in Germany on 29th, so
highlights were restricted to the arrivals of Shore Lark, ‘Grey-
headed Wagtail, Goosander, another Nathusius's Pipistrelle and
over 100 Diamond-back Moths. Icterine Warbler and Bluethroat
were new on 30th and the month ended with light north-easterly
winds and the first Marsh Warbler of the year.

June opened with northerly-based winds and few new birds until J U N e

4th, when a slight change to more north-easterly conditions

brought Richard's Pipit, two Marsh Warblers and ‘Blue-headed

Wagtail, along with several hundred Diamond-back Moths. A <. icc pecorded 96
Dotterel arrived on 5th, with Bluethroat and Marsh Warbler the .- | i<t 2t el of month: 174
following day, although the period was generally quiet for new 5 c pinoec 468
arrivals as spring migration started coming to an end and seabird < ..« i-nged: 24
monitoring was taking up more of the team's time. The first

chicks were noted for Razorbill (6th) and Bonxie (8th), with

Starling youngsters fledging from 7th. A Marsh Warbler trapped at

the Obs on 10th had been ringed on North Ronaldsay six days

previously, with a new Red-backed Shrike caught the same day.  Plate 17. Dotterel, Rippack, 5th June 2016.
© Lee Gregory
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An Osprey passed over on 11th, when breeding news included
the first Eider chicks and fledged Pied Wagtails, Rock Pipits and
Lapwings. Although the wind on 12th was easterly, there was
little to note in the way of new birds, although an arrival of
Diamond-back Moths on 13th was interesting. A Turtle Dove on
14th was a typical late-spring arrival, although a Goldeneye the
same day was less seasonal. A Golden Oriole on 15th provided
a nice late highlight, with the longest day providing a Red-backed
Shrike and ‘Grey-headed Wagtail. A few common migrants
continued through to the end of the month, the first Storm Petrel
trapping session took place on 25th/26th and seabird work
continued to take up the bulk of the workload with Kittiwake
chicks noted from 26th. A Turtle Dove on 29th was the last
notable migrant of the spring.

Always an in-between month as far as migration goes, but
generally a busy one for monitoring seabirds, particularly with the
record number of Bonxies nesting. Two Redwings were present
through the month and the 1st saw a fine breeding-plumaged
Bar-tailed Godwit. Four Greylag Geese on 2nd were the only
ones of the month and two Lesser Redpolls were the first of
several records through July. The day's highlight was Fair Isle’s
second Mediterranean Gull, which arrived with a flock of 35
Black-headed Gulls. A Long-eared Owl at the Obs on 4th (which
was seen again on 17th—24th) was an interesting record, with
the same day producing a late Garden Warbler. The first Crossbill
of the year was in Muckle Uri Geo on 5th, when the first Leach's
Petrel was also seen and heard, although it avoided the nets in
the Haven. Hooded Crows fledged on 6th, then the next day saw
the first returning Purple Sandpiper and two Sand Martins. The
9th saw a few birds moving, with an unseasonal Pintail, the
autumn’s first Common Sandpiper and seven Swifts. The 10th
was dominated by a group of Killer Whales off Buness, which put
on an amazing show hunting Grey Seals for several hours and
provided the highlight of the year for several Obs guests and
volunteers. A light movement on 11th involved two Bar-tailed
Godwits, 16 Black-headed Gulls and a Willow Warbler, whilst a
Leach’s Petrel was again around the nets. The 12th saw Common
and Herring Gulls fledging chicks, in what was quite a successful
season for both species. A Manx Shearwater on 15th was the
next sighting of note, with three the following day. Waders were
on the move by the third week of the month with the autumn’s
first Sanderling (17th) and Knot (18th), with the latter day also
producing eight Swifts, a Crossbill and three Storm Petrels from
the Good Shepherd IV (with good numbers also being trapped
throughout the month). The 19th saw Bar-tailed Godwit, Crossbills
increase to five and also the first Arctic Skua and Arctic Tern chicks
taking to the wing. A count of 62 Purple Sandpipers on 20th was
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Plate 18 a-d (opposite). a) Red-rumped
Swallow, Utra, 5th May 2016. © Lee Gregory.
b) Collared Flycatcher, Field, 23rd May 2016.
© Steve Arlow. c) Calandra Lark, Utra, 11th
May 2016. © Lee Gregory. d) Calandra Lark,
Utra, 11th May 2016. © Lee Gregory. e)
Richard's Pipit, Kirki Mire, 5th June 2016. ©
Lee Gregory. f) Rustic Bunting, Utra, 27th
May 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Plate 19. Mediterranean Gull (lower right)
with Black-headed Gulls, The Haa, 2nd July
2016. © Lee Gregory

Auqgust

Species Recorded: 115

Year List at end of month: 187
Birds Ringed: 1584

Species Ringed: 36
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good, on a day that also saw the arrival of Wigeon, Blackcap and
Black Redstart, with a Kestrel and 38 Black-headed Gulls the next
day. A Storm Petrel off South Light on 22nd was a rare diurnal land-
based sighting. The seabird season continued to progress with the
first fledged Great Skuas on 23rd, when there were also two
Siskins. A Greenshank (24th) and Green Sandpiper (26th)
indicated more wader passage, with a Sand Martin also on the
latter date. On 27th there were 30 Dunlins, 50 Redshanks and 129
Turnstones, along with a Shoveler, Whitethroat and the year's only
Sandwich Tern. The autumn’s first Sooty Shearwater was noted
from the Good Shepherd IV on 28th, on a day that also saw a
period of heavy Common Gull passage peak at 269. A Great
Northern Diver passed on 29th, a Ruff arrived on 31st and
Kittiwakes also fledged on the last day of the month.

August opened with a cool, north-westerly wind, then easterly
winds on 3rd brought a few waders including two Little Stints,
Wood Sandpiper and Green Sandpiper. A few days of calm
weather produced little new, although a juvenile Willow Warbler
appeared on 5th. With the north-west winds increasing, 13 Black-
tailed Godwits arrived on 7th and a juvenile Hen Harrier in gales
on 8th (that lingered for most of the month) was found to have
been ringed as a chick in Orkney. Some south-easterly wind on
10th—11th produced only a Crossbill on the first date. Some busy
nights of Storm Petrel ringing culminated in an impressive 193
‘Stormies’, one Leach’s and a Swinhoe's Petrel early in the
morning of 14th. The Swinhoe's Petrel was trapped again on
15th, when there were two Leach's and 312 Storm Petrels also
caught, one of the best-ever nights ‘stormying’ on Fair Isle. The
freshening south-east wind during the day also produced an
Icterine, Garden and three Willow Warblers as autumn migration
finally got going. The 16th saw Pomarine Skua and three Sooty
Shearwaters from the Good Shepherd IV, whilst Wood Warbler,



Pied Flycatcher and 27 ‘White Wagtails’ were amongst the
migrants. Continued south-easterlies on 17th brought a Reed
Warbler, 199 Common Gulls and a scatter of common migrants.
Wader numbers were building up and included a Little Stint on
18th, when there were also 'Grey-headed Wagtail', two Fieldfares
and a Tree Pipit. Winds were still from the south-east on 19th,
with a Greenish Warbler, two Wrynecks, 56 Willow Warblers, two
Whinchats, Whitethroat and Slavonian Grebe amongst the
arrivals. Wrynecks increased to three and Icterine Warblers to two
the following day, when a Wood Warbler was new and the first
Lesser Whitethroat, Spotted Flycatcher and Redstart of the
autumn were noted. Fog on 21st accompanied the east-north-
east wind and brought a Barred Warbler and Red-backed Shrike,
along with a peak of 122 Ringed Plovers. With the winds still in
the east on 23rd, it was a surprise when a Ring-necked Duck was
found in South Harbour and an impressive species list for the day
also included the Swinhoe's Petrel that was heard in the early
hours of the morning, a new Greenish Warbler, Common
Rosefinch, three Wrynecks and the first Grasshopper Warbler of
the autumn, along with lingering Icterine Warbler and Red-
backed Shrike. After a quiet 24th, a light easterly on a cloudy day
on 25th saw a couple of Wrynecks, Common Rosefinch and the
first Merlin and Goldcrest of the autumn. The 26th started well
before descending into a very rainy census, and two Icterine
Warblers, three flava wagtails, 52 Willow Warblers and 19 Pied
Flycatchers were noted, along with an unseasonal Long-tailed
Duck. A light west-south-west wind on 27th brought few new
birds, although four Minke Whales and seven Harbour Porpoises
were noted and the wind switched to south-easterly late in the
day. As hoped, the 28th brought lots of birds. A Booted Warbler
was the highlight, with Blyth's Reed Warbler, Greenish Warbler,
four Barred Warblers, four Icterine Warblers, two Common
Rosefinches, Wryneck and three Wood Warblers a good supporting
cast, whilst decent counts of common migrants included 183
Willow Warblers, 644 Meadow Pipits, 18 Pied Flycatchers, ten Tree

Plate 20. Booted Warbler, Brecks, 28th
August 2016. © Lee Gregory



September

Species Recorded: 141

Year List at end of month: 198
Birds Ringed: 329

Species Ringed: 47

Plate 21. Lanceolated Warbler, Dumlin’s
Sink, 21st September 2016. © Lee Gregory

Pipits, 186 Wheatears and four Bramblings. There was a large clear
out on 29th, although a Marsh Warbler was new in and Meadow
Pipits increased to 702. Westerly winds on 30th brought a total of
151 alba wagtails and 176 Wheatears. The month ended with a
surprise when a juvenile Rose-coloured Starling was found outside
the Obs library window.

The westerly winds that opened the month brought six Lapland
Buntings but little else, with Black-tailed Godwits increasing to ten
the following day and Meadow Pipits to 1,112 on 3rd. The first
easterly winds of September on 4th brought the first fall of the
month, with new birds including Greenish Warbler, two Icterine
Warblers, Wood Warbler and Dunnock, with Barred Warblers
increasing to three and Ringed Plovers to 145. Blustery easterlies
on 5th brought a new Greenish Warbler and Wryneck and the first
Chaffinch of the autumn, with Grey Herons increasing to 20. With
winds switching to the south-west on 6th, the first Jack Snipe of the
autumn was logged, with the first returning Sparrowhawk the
following day and with Lapland Buntings increasing to 43. With
south-easterly winds touching gale force and fog and rain
alternating to obscure visibility, birding conditions on 8th were
difficult, although an Ortolan Bunting was in Gilsetter, Black-tailed
Goduwits increased to 28 and the first Snow Bunting of the autumn
was seen. Showery conditions on 9th brought few new birds other
than Tufted Duck and Moorhen. There were 53 Lapland Buntings
on 10th then unpromising conditions on 11th still produced
Icterine Warbler, Common Rosefinch and Osprey, with a Corncrake
on 12th. On 13th, conditions were looking good, with a light south-

26



east wind, and they delivered Lanceolated Warbler, Citrine Wagtail,
Little Bunting, Common Rosefinch, Gadwall, 74 Lapland Buntings
and two Convolvulous Hawkmoths, whilst a large snipe was
flushed from Da Water... Four ‘Pale-bellied Brent Geese’ on 14th
were the highlights of a light northerly breeze, with a Short-toed
Lark, Barred Warbler, 15 Pink-footed Geese, Grey Plover and an
increase in common migrants also noted. The light south-easterly
wind on 15th was overshadowed by the fog that decreased the
chances of new migrants finding the island, although the first
Yellow-browed Warbler of the autumn was found. A Honey-
buzzard drifted in over North Light on 16th and the 17th saw a very
light westerly that delivered Bluethroat, Wryneck, Barred Warbler,
two Yellow-browed Warblers and a scatter of common migrants.
The light south or south-east wind on 18th brought a Red-throated
Pipit to the Walli Burn and an increase in Yellow-browed Warblers
to four, but the highlight was confirmation of the large snipe from
13th being a Great Snipe, when it was again flushed from Da
Water. A Little Bunting was the best of a few new arrivals in light
west-south-west winds on 19th, when a group of eight Risso's
Dolphins past the Obs entertained the guests. A freshening south-
south-east wind on 20th saw Yellow-browed Warblers increase to
54 and a Bluethroat arrive. With the wind in a similar direction on
21st there were more birds, including Lanceolated Warbler, Spotted
Crake, two Red-breasted Flycatchers and Ring Ouzel, whilst the
number of scarcities lingering added to a good day's birding. A wet
start to 22nd saw a good collection of birds still present, although
new arrivals were fairly limited to Red-breasted Flycatcher, a second
Bluethroat and a Slavonian Grebe. South-westerly winds increased
through 23rd, but an Olive-backed Pipit and a new Little Bunting
still arrived, Bluethroats increased to three, a Water Rail was the first

atory Report for 2016
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Plate 22. Little Bunting, Field, 23rd

September 2016. © Steve Arlow
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October

Plate 23 a-d (opposite). a) Red-flanked
Bluetail, Ward Hill, 12th October 2016.
© Steve Arlow. b) ‘Northern Bullfinch’,
Obs, 22nd October 2016. © Steve Arlow.
c) Pechora Pipit, Upper Stoneybrek, 10th
October 2016. © Deryk Shaw. d) Great
Grey Shrike, Hoini, 13th October 2016.
© Steve Arlow
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for the autumn and a Humpback Whale was seen off South Light.
The wind remained in the south-west, which is always
disappointing in the peak autumn migration time, although a
Richard's Pipit was new in on 25th, then the reappearance of the
Great Snipe on 26th led to a Lanceolated Warbler and Spotted
Crake being found in an attempt to relocate it! A Long-tailed Skua
was also seen and a bat was flying around outside the Obs in the
evening. Pink-footed Geese increased to 170 on 27th and a Little
Bunting was at the Obs late in the day. A Paddyfield Warbler was
a surprise, but very welcome, find in the Walli Burn on 28th, on a
day that produced a new Barred Warbler but was generally more
notable for wildfowl, with six Whooper Swans and 39 Greylag
Geese signifying the start of autumn passage for both of those
species, whilst a few new ducks were also noted. Geese increased
the following day, with 456 Pink-feet and 175 Greylags, when there
was also a Richard's Pipit, but the month generally fizzled out with
little else of note, other than a joint party to celebrate the Warden's
40th birthday and skipper Neil Thomson's retirement from the
crew of the Good Shepherd IV after 33 years' service.

With light winds just east of north, a Little Bunting and Barred
Warbler were new arrivals to open the month, but it was the
switch to a force two east-south-east on a mild and sunny day
on 2nd that really opened the floodgates. The texts flew thick and
fast, the Obs vehicles were constantly shuttling people around
the island and the wardening team covered miles and miles as
a really exciting day saw the arrival of Pechora Pipit (which would
linger until 20th October), Lanceolated Warbler, Red-flanked
Bluetail, Red-throated Pipit, Radde's Warbler and Blyth's Reed
Warbler. Scarce migrants newly arrived included four Red-
breasted Flycatchers, three Common Rosefinches and seven
‘Siberian Chiffchaffs’, whilst counts of 72 Yellow-browed Warblers
(the second-highest-ever Fair Isle count), three Barred Warblers
and two Bluethroats all showed increases on the previous day
and Short-toed Lark and Little Bunting were still present. Other
migrants included 29 Goldcrests, 13 Lesser Whitethroats, 12
Chiffchaffs (not including the ‘Siberian’ birds), 20 Blackcaps, ten
Goldfinches, 22 Jack Snipes and five Slavonian Grebes, whilst a
Stonechat and 133 Redwings were the first of the autumn. It was
an amazing day, described by several Fair Isle regulars as one of
their best-ever days birding. A clear night saw a lot of birds clear
out, but the 3rd still saw the arrival of two Richard's Pipits. As the
wind increased from the south-east, there were more birds on
4th, including Olive-backed Pipit, Great Grey Shrike, Red-breasted
Flycatcher, Little Bunting, Bluethroat, Short-eared Owl,
Grasshopper Warbler and 102 Goldcrests, although the most
impressive sight was the 1,275 Barnacle Geese, a new Fair Isle
record. Similar conditions for the next couple of days saw arrivals






Plate 24. Radde’s Warbler, Stackhoull, 2nd
October 2016. © Steve Arlow
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on 6th include Red-flanked Bluetail and Blyth's Reed Warbler,
and an increase in Little Buntings to four, along with a general
rise in common migrant numbers. Easing winds on 7th brought
a new Olive-backed Pipit, Marsh Harrier and 213 Goldcrests. The
8th saw a new Bluethroat, the first Glaucous Gull since March
and the sixth Grasshopper Warbler of the autumn (just two more
than the Lanceolated Warbler total!). A generally busy 9th saw a
good days birding, but no new rarities, so the news of a Siberian
Accentor on Mainland Shetland was a bit of a blow. A sunny 10th,
with a light east-south-east wind saw a few people leave the
island for a twitch to Shetland (which was eventually successful
after technical problems on the plane left them with only ten
minutes to see the bird!) and a new Red-throated Pipit in the
Wirvie Burn. The 11th was largely sunny (although a shower in
the morning was the first rain for ten days!), with a light east wind
and a busy start on the nets and traps, with thrushes zipping
about the place and Fair Isle’s tenth Pine Bunting the highlight,
whilst a new Little Bunting was also found. A number of good
birds were still present on 12th, when they were joined by
another Red-flanked Bluetail, Dusky Warbler, Red-breasted
Flycatcher and Shore Lark. Easterlies continued on 13th, with
what appeared to be a new Red-flanked Bluetail and at least two
Spotted Crakes, Hawfinch, Yellowhammer, two Velvet Scoters, 55
Chiffchaffs, 20 Blackcaps, 935 Redwings, 59 ‘Mealy Redpolls’
and 123 Bramblings amongst the arrivals. The easterly wind
increased on 14th and brought with it a Siberian Stonechat, Red-
throated Pipit, Olive-backed Pipit (to add to the lingering bird),
Iceland Gull and more thrushes, including 1,122 Redwings. A
showery day with easterly winds touching on gale force on 15th
brought new arrivals including the island’s 14th Blue Tit, two
Waxwings, three ‘Tundra Bean' and seven ‘European White-
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fronted Geese' along with more thrushes, including 301 Song
Thrushes, 440 Blackbirds and six Ring Ouzels. The east-south-
east wind blew at around force five up to seven on 16th as the
remarkable run of weather continued, and so did the remarkable
run of birds, with the Pine Bunting joined by two more (along
with five Yellowhammers), a second Siberian Stonechat, five
Shore Larks and good numbers of common migrants including
the first two Greenfinches of the year. The flock of three Pine
Buntings remained on 17th, when Shore Larks increased to
seven and ‘Tundra Bean Geese' to six. The 18th finally saw a
break in the strong winds, with a south-east wind becoming
westerly and blowing only force two or three and there were still
lots of good birds around, with high counts including 325
Fieldfares, 1,401 Redwings, 86 Blackcaps and 58 ‘Mealy
Redpolls’. A light north-westerly on 19th brought a couple of
Waxwings and a presumed Nathusius's Pipistrelle, before the
winds went back to light south-east on 20th, which was a lovely
day for a lot more than just the sunshine. Fair Isle’s latest-ever
Icterine Warbler at Chalet was initially elusive, so got the blood
pumping until it eventually performed, a Long-eared Owl
showed well by the Ringing Hut then - BOOM - Siberian
Accentor in Troila Geo! The phenomenal arrival of this species to
western Europe seemed destined to end up with one on Fair Isle,
but it was a huge relief when it did! Conditions were similar on
21st, but with few new birds, then 22nd saw another Siberian
Accentor, this time in Kirn o’ Skroo. Remarkably, the fourth Pine
Bunting of the autumn (and the first male) then appeared at
Bull's Park and other sightings included a ‘Northern Bullfinch’, a
new Creat Grey Shrike and an increase in ‘European White-
fronted Geese' to 18. The 23rd couldn’t match up to its illustrious
history (although it was a leap year, so perhaps that's why we got
megas on the 22nd?), with Little Auk the only new bird of note
and an increase in Waxwings to ten, although there was a lot of
other good stuff still around. Although the wind remained in the
east-south-east on 24th, it remained quiet for new arrivals, whilst
common migrant numbers also started to decline and it began
to feel like we might finally be starting to be past the peak of a
remarkable spell of weather and birds. A moderate southerly
veering westerly on 25th brought a few more common migrants
and a couple of Little Auks and then windy and wet south-
westerly conditions on 26th—28th saw some Greylag Goose and
Black-headed Gull passage and a 'Pale-bellied Brent Goose'
arrive on the latter date. Calmer weather on 29th saw 408
Greylag Geese and 13 Whooper Swans, but not much else new.
A slight increase in thrushes in moderate westerlies on 30th also
brought a Common Rosefinch and the month ended with few
new birds and an exhausted wardening team!

31



Plate 25. ‘Coues’s Arctic Redpoll’ (left) with

‘Mealy Redpoll’, School, 10th November
2016. © Deryk Shaw

32

November

Species Recorded: 96

Year List at end of month: 215
Birds Ringed: 116

Species Ringed: 21

Nobody predicted that the penultimate month of the year would
open with a second for Fair Isle, especially not as the first record
had only occurred in the spring, but a Little Egret in South Harbour
then the Walli Burn was a nice surprise. Things were generally quiet
however, although there were 30 Woodcock flushed during Sheep
Hill on 2nd and a Yellow-browed Warbler and three ‘Siberian
Chiffchaffs’ were present on 3rd. A rather fresh north-easterly wind
on 4th brought a female ‘Northern Bullfinch’, Pintail and a
Glaucous Gull (the first of several sightings during the month) and
the last Wheatear of the year was present the following day. A
north-easterly four, easing and becoming slightly more easterly on
7th brought five Waxwings and the last two Goldcrests of the year,
whilst an entertaining seawatch included eight Little Auks, 29 ‘blue
Fulmars', Iceland Gull, the last two Bonxies of the year (other than
a lingering injured bird) and a good selection of wildfowl including
11 Goldeneyes. The wind remained in the east on 8th, bringing a
second female ‘Northern Bullfinch’, Shore Lark and Black Redstart,
but also seeing the departure of the last of the seasonal wardening
team. There were still birds though, as the strong east-north-east
winds continued on 9th and the small number of lingering redpolls
built up to four ‘Mealies” and a smart ‘Coues's Arctic Redpoll’, with
20 Snow Buntings, Iceland Gull and two Little Auks also noted.
With the wind in the south east on 10th the redpoll flock increased
to nine ‘Mealies’, two Lessers and two ‘Coues's Arctic Redpolls
with a Sparrowhawk also arriving. The 11th brought a Hawfinch,
Moorhen and Little Auk, along with three Risso's Dolphins off
South Light, but things were generally starting to quieten down.
‘Mealy Redpolls’ increased to 13 on 14th and a Buzzard on 15th
was only seen briefly, although it reappeared on 19th and 20th.
White-wingers were the theme of 16th, with Iceland and three
Glaucous Gulls present, then the 17th was the last day the
lingering Little Bunting and the last Lapland Bunting were seen. A
Siberian Rubythroat on 18th was a major surprise, on a day that
also produced Pintail and Little Auk, with Waxwing, two
Goldfinches and three Lesser Redpolls the next day, the last
Blackcap and a Greenfinch on 21st and a Jackdaw on 22nd just
about bringing movement to an end. An abietinus Chiffchaff at the
Obs on 28th was the last warbler of the year.
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A generally mild month that became rather wild and windy
towards the end and produced few unexpected sightings. Species Dece m ber

that were present at the start of the month and remained until the

end of the year included two Whooper Swans, Grey Heron, several < ociec recorded: 60
Water Rails, up to three Oystercatchers and two Carrion Crows, oo/ (et 2t end of month: 215
along with decent numbers of Skylarks and Meadow Pipits. s ringed 4
Although the wintering Greylag flock was smaller than usual, itdid < ocies pinged 4
hold ‘Tundra Bean Goose’ three Pink-footed Geese and a

Barnacle Goose (which was found dead on 27th) throughout the

month. Two Common Redpolls also remained until mid-month.

An Iceland Gull on 5th was typical but a Slavonian Grebe on 8th

was much rarer for the time of year. There were four ‘blue Fulmars'

from the Good Shepherd IV on 9th. Five Glaucous Gulls on 10th

was a good count and a juvenile was seen regularly after that.

Guillemots returned in large numbers a couple of days later and

were on the dliffs on 13th. The following day saw a ‘blue Fulmar’

and Iceland Gull off South Light. A Goldeneye on 15th was a

typical winter record, but a Red-throated Diver in South Harbour

on 16th—17th was unusual. The 19th saw the winter's peak of

Long-tailed Ducks, when nine were in Ditfield, the arrival of a

Lapwing and the last day that an injured, flightless Bonxie at Easter

Lother was seen alive. Glaucous Gulls built up to five again on

21st when two Iceland Gulls were also present, then a Goldeneye

was seen on 23rd. Strong winds brought an unusual record of

three Sanderling on Boxing Day, when three Glaucous Gulls were

also seen, with the same number present on 27th. The year

ended with the return of the unseasonal Red-throated Diver to

South Harbour and a more typical record of a moulting adult Great

Northern Diver in North Haven. Plate 26. Glaucous Gull, Ditfield, 21st
December 2016. © David Parnaby




SYSTEMATIC LIST 2016

David Parnaby

Notes
The species order is taken from the ‘British List’ published by the BOU in December 2016.
Species names are from the BOU ‘vernacular name' list.

Status Categories

Vagrant ten records or fewer in the past 20 years
Rare 11-40 records in the past 20 years

Scarce averaging ten records or fewer per annum
Regular averaging 11-40 records per annum
Frequent averaging 41-500 records per annum
Common averaging more than 500 records per annum

Breeding Categories

Small numbers on average, less than 100 pairs per annum
Moderate numbers on average, 101-1,000 pairs per annum
Large numbers on average, more than 1,000 pairs per annum

Abbreviations used in the text

AON Apparently Occupied Nest
AOT Apparently Occupied Territory
n/c No count

Obs Fair Isle Bird Observatory

* Indicates record(s) requiring assessment by the relevant

records committee

Plate 27. ‘Tundra Bean Geese’ (birds 3, 4 and 6 from the left) and ‘European White-fronted Geese’ (birds 1, 2, 5 and 7),
Malcolm’s Head, 23rd October 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus

Frequent autumn migrant, scarce in spring and winter

There was a stronger winter showing than usual, with two present from 2015 until 12th January
(only the ninth time this species has been recorded overwintering on the isle) then four on 31st
January, with one of these lingering in Ditfield until 2nd February. Spring was also better than
usual, with one from 22nd March, another joining it from 24th and numbers increasing to 11 on
26th—27th March, then singles on 1st and 19th April. Autumn began with six (including four
juveniles) moving south on 28th September, then two on 30th September. There were then none
until four on 20th October, with one remaining until 23rd October. Ten on 28th October increased
to 13 the following day, with numbers then decreasing to two (an adult and juvenile) by Tst
November. Although the juvenile was found dead the following day, another arrived on 3rd
November and it and the adult lingered until the end of the year.

Bean Goose Anser fabalis

Rare autumn and winter migrant, approximately 37 previous records of at
least 208 individuals, with significant arrivals in 2011 and 2014. Most records
of Bean Geese have not been assigned to subspecies, but recent records
suggest A.f.rossicus often occurs in autumn influxes and as an occasional
winter visitor and spring migrant, whereas A f.fabalis is perhaps a rare visitor,
usually as an autumn migrant, with occasional winter records.

‘Tundra Bean Goose’ A.frossicus

This species has become a more
frequent visitor to Fair Isle in recent
years and a reasonable showing in
autumn began with three on 15th
October that increased to six on 17th
and peaked at seven on 26th-28th,
with six remaining until the end of the
month. There were still three present by
4th November and then occasional
sightings of a single to the end of the = Vil Ll
year were presumed to relate to one of Iate 2. ‘nra Bean Goose’ Lower
these birds lingering. © Steve Arlow

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus

Common autumn migrant, with smaller numbers in spring and winter

Three birds that remained from 2015 lingered until 2nd March. Spring passage was restricted to a single
on 7th April to 4th May that was joined by two more from 13th—17th April. Fifteen heading south on
14th September were the first of the autumn, then 166 arrived on 19th September with small numbers
present daily until the next arrival of 170 on 27th September, increasing to 203 on 28th and 456 (the
year's peak) on 29th with 107 remaining on 30th. There were no more until daily records from 22nd
October until the end of the month, which peaked at 36 on 29th. A flock of 25 remained until 16th
November, after which there were just single figures present, with three remaining to the end of the year.

Leogh, 20th October 2016.
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White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons

Scarce autumn migrant, occasional
in spring and winter

‘Greenland White-fronted Goose’

A.a flavirostris

Three on 11th—13th January was the first winter
arrival of this subspecies since 2013, but there
were no further records during the year.

‘European White-fronted Goose’
A.a.albifrons

One that was unidentified to subspecies on
14th  October was followed by seven
'European’ birds the following day, which
increased to 18 on 22nd with 11 remaining
until 29th October and one until 28th

November. Plate 29. ‘European White-fronted Geese’, Midway,
17th October 2016. © Steve Arlow

Greylag Goose Anser anser
Common spring and autumn migrant

Table 1. Maximum monthly counts of Greylag Goose on Fair Isle 2016
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
336 n/c 162 198 53 13 4 11 175 408 120 102

More than usual spent the winter on the island and the January count was particularly large,
although it possibly involved some migrants as well as the regular wintering flock which appeared
to usually be around the 200 mark. There was little evidence of spring passage, as numbers
gradually decreased with just a couple remaining through late May into June. Up to 13 moved
through in June, with the only record in July being on 2nd. Other than occasional small groups in
August and early September, autumn passage began with 39 on 28th September, increasing to 175
the following day. Numbers remained generally low in October, not increasing above 100 until 27th,
with the year's peak of 408 recorded on 29th. Numbers decreased rapidly the following month, with
only around 100 recorded for most of November, with the wintering flock being much lower in
number then recent years despite the mild conditions ensuring plenty of grass still being available.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis

Frequent autumn migrant, occasional in spring and winter

For the second consecutive year there were overwintering birds present, with three from 2015 being
joined by a fourth in early January and three then remaining from mid-February until 28th April.
Spring passage was represented by three on 22nd May, with one still the following day, then three
on 6th June, with one still on 7th (the latest spring record since 2007). Although the start of autumn
passage was the latest since 1975, the 1,275 that arrived on 4th October represented a new record



count for the isle (comfortably beating the 985 on 20th October 2005). Numbers then decreased
rapidly, with just 310 the following day and two by 7th. There were small numbers present
throughout the rest of the month, including further arrivals of 148 on 14th and 18 on 30th, with one
bird remaining from then until 27th December, when it was found dead.

Brent Goose Branta bernicla

Rare visitor; around 64 records (of at least 236 individuals), although it is
possible that some of the early records may not have been correctly
identified. There are 41 records (of 86 individuals) in the FIBO period, mostly
in autumn (September to November), but several spring (March to June)
and winter records. In the FIBO period there have been 26 records of
B.b.hrota and ten of B.b.bernicla (plus five that have not been assigned to
subspecies), with both subspecies showing largely similar arrival patterns

‘Pale-bellied Brent Goose’ B.b.hrota

There were two at Shirva on 12th January, then a good autumn saw four that lingered around Muckle
Uri Geo from 14th—18th September and a juvenile at Skadan from 28th October until 9th
November. A Brent Goose unidentified to subspecies flew over with Greylag Geese on 19th October.

Plate 30. ‘Pale-bellied Brent Goose’, Skadan, 28th October 2016. © Lee Gregory

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna

Scarce spring migrant, rare in autumn
A single on 9th April was the only record from the first part of the year, making it the quietest spring
passage since 2001, whilst autumn was also quiet with just one on 17th October.
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Wigeon Anas penelope

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, scarce in winter

The first winter period saw up to 22 recorded, with numbers dwindling to single figures by mid-March.
Spring passage was represented by up to two on two late-April dates and a pair from 16th May that
lingered to the end of the month with the drake present until 3rd June. A drake on 26th June and one
on 20th—25th July were the only summer occurrences. Autumn passage commenced with two on
18th August, increasing to 14 by late August, with daily counts in September rising to a peak of 114 on
29th. Good numbers were also present in October, peaking at 136 on 16th, a record count for the
island. There were intermittent records in November and December, peaking at 16 and 11 respectively.

Plate 31. Wigeon, Da Water, 27th May 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Gadwall Anas strepera

Rare spring and autumn migrant, three winter records; total of 51 records
of 80 individuals

A female was at Shirva and Utra from 21st February until 5th March, the first February arrival for the
isle. One lingered from 13th September to 4th October, often being found in South Harbour during
the latter part of its stay.

Teal Anas crecca

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, scarce in winter

Numbers in the first winter period were higher than usual, with peaks of 19, 15 and 16 for the first
three months of the year. There were still 13 in early April, although only single figures after 7th and
there were scattered records of up to four in May. After two on 10th June there were singles on
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20th—21st June and 10th July and three on 24th July. There were then scattered records in early
August, with daily sightings from 15th until the end of the month peaking at 36 on 20th. After a dip
in numbers in early September, counts rose to the year's peak with 44 on 19th. Numbers were
generally much lower in October, although the peak was 32 on 6th. November recorded just single
figures, as did most of December, although 16 were present on 12th.

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos

Regular spring and autumn migrant, breeds in small numbers and a few
feral birds are also present

Following the larger numbers than usual at the end of 2015, there was a peak in the first winter period
of 35 on 11th January, a good count. A predated egg in Kirki Mire on 7th April was the first sign of
breeding during the year, with the first ducklings noted at Da Water on 22nd June and at least three pairs
thought to have bred. Autumn passage was noted from at least 5th October, when one was seen
coming in off the sea at North Light, with the peak of 38 occurring on 7th November, which included
18 moving past South Light. Wintering numbers were generally average, with a peak of 28 in December.

Pintail Anas acuta

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

The first of the year was an eclipse male in the Utra area on the unusual dates of 9th—11th July. A
good autumn passage began with two on 28th—29th September, with one remaining until 5th
October when it was joined by two others, with one of these then lingering until 7th. There were
further singles on 12th and 16th October and 4th and 18th November.

. '-,:ic:'i‘“

Plate 32. Pintail and Pink-footed Geese, Midway, 5th October 2016. © Steve Arlow

Shoveler Anas clypeata

Scarce and irregular spring and autumn migrant

One was present from 27th—29th July, another lingered around the ditches between Utra and
Shirva from 4th—13th October and one was on Easter Lother Water on 19th October in an
average year for this species.
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*Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris

Vagrant; one previous record
(October 1978)

A male emerging from eclipse plumage was
present in South Harbour on 23rd August, an
unexpected occurrence during a period of
generally calm weather or easterly winds. It
seems likely that this was a bird that had
been present in western Europe for a while
and wandered to Fair Isle, rather than a fresh
transatlantic crossing (although it did spend
most of its time asleep, so perhaps it had

come from further afield!). Plate 33. Ring-necked Duck, South Harbour, 23rd
August 2016. © Lee Gregory

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula

Regular spring migrant, commoner in spring than autumn

One from 14th—25th January that was joined by a second on 22nd were the first January records since
1996. Spring passage saw a pair on 10th April and a male on 7th—18th May, with a late drake on 24th
June. Another good autumn showing started with one on 20th—24th August, another from 9th—12th
September with a new bird on 13th September. From 27th September to 12th October there were
daily records, peaking at four on 6th, with the last of the year recorded on 30th—31st October.

Eider Somateria mollissima

Resident, breeds in small numbers, with additional birds thought to winter
around the island

Although present all year, there were few counts of any significance. Copulation was first noted on
26th April, with the first ducklings seen on 11th June. At least 20 incubating females were located,
although the actual number breeding will be larger. A count of the post-breeding population on 27th
August located 129 birds, including just 22 juveniles, a similar count to the last two years.

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis

Regular autumn migrant, less common in spring

There were no records in the first half of the year for the first time since 2010. Autumn passage
began early though, with a female present in North Haven (and occasionally the Obs Scrape!)
from 26th August until 5th September. After one on 1st October there were regular records from
10th October until the end of the month, that built to a peak of ten on 29th. Many of the birds
observed during this time appeared to be in poor condition and were often dabbling along the
shoreline in South Harbour, with five found dead on the Beached Bird Survey of 30th October.
Scattered sightings throughout November peaked at six, whilst more than usual were present at
the end of the year, with up to nine in December.



Common Scoter Melanitta nigra

Regular migrant, usually in spring and autumn with smaller numbers
occasionally noted in winter

For the first time since 2006, there were no records for the first half of the year, with sightings restricted
to up to two in South Harbour from 14th—24th October, with a third also present on 17th. The birds spent
the majority of their time dabbling close in to shore and one even wandered up the Walli Burn on 22nd.

Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca

Rare migrant, mostly in autumn; 127 previous records of 178 individuals
Two off Hjukni Geo on 13th October represented the first multiple occurrence since 2011 and
were assumed to have been the birds responsible for singles seen off South Light the same day
and on the beach at Easter Lother on 14th October.

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula

Regular migrant, most common in autumn with smaller numbers in winter
and spring

Unusually, the first of the year was not recorded until 14th June, the first record for this month
since 2004. Autumn passage began with one present from 12th October until the end of the
month, another on 4th—6th November and 11 on 7th November (the highest count since 2013),
with up to three remaining until 9th. Later records consisted of two on 27th November and singles
on 15th and 23rd December.

Plate 34. Goldeneye, Da Water, 18th October 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator

Regular spring and autumn migrant, has bred once (1934)

A male and female were recorded in January, then no more until scattered records of up to three from
13th May and up to two occasionally in June. After singles on 24th and 30th July there were no more
until up to three from 23rd September to 4th November in a fairly quiet year for this species.

Plate 35. Red-breasted Mergansers, North Haven, 29th September 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Goosander Mergus merganser

Rare migrant in winter, spring and late autumn; 95 previous records of 131
individuals

A female that flew north past the Chapel on 24th January was the first record for that month since
2006. The only other record for the year was a male on 29th May.

Quail Coturnix coturnix

Scarce migrant with most in spring and summer and smaller numbers
recorded in autumn; has bred (last confirmed attempt in 2003)
A very quiet year saw just one record, a single flushed at Kenaby on 23rd May.

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata

Regular migrant, mainly late spring and autumn

The first passed the island on 17th April, with two on 1st May then regular sightings, mostly of
singles, from 22nd May to 12th June. Occasional sightings throughout the rest of June and July may
have related to a summering bird, with a moulting, flightless individual lingering along the south



coast from mid-July onwards. Most sightings in August were probably also this bird, although two
were seen on 4th, and in September there were sightings on 12 dates, all singles apart from three
on 7th and two on 22nd. In October, there were two on st then singles on 3rd, 18th and 30th,
which were the last until a bird in South Harbour on 16th—17th and 31st December, which was only
the second December record for Fair Isle.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer

Scarce autumn migrant, occasional in spring and winter

One on 29th—31st March was an early spring record, with more typical occurrences on 7th May
(two) and 8th June. One on 29th July was an early autumn sighting, with five more records from
18th October to 7th November totalling seven individuals, with the only other sighting involving
an adult in North Haven on 31st December.

*Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris

Vagrant; no previous records (an
albatross over Sheep Rock in 1949
may well have been this species)

One of the outstanding highlights of the year was
an adult of this magnificent species on 28th May.
First seen at around 07:40hrs from the Good
Shepherd IV a few hundred metres out of North
Haven, it sat alongside Fulmars on the sea quite
unconcerned as it was circled by the boat. It then
made a low pass over Skervalie on Buness before
circling over the South Gavel then making its way
to Sheep Rock where it was seen occasionally
again in flight until 12:40hrs. It appeared to be
the same individual that had summered in
Germany and Denmark in 2014-2016; the most
recent sighting before it appeared on Fair Isle was
on Helgoland on 20th May and it was back there
by midday on 29th May. It had made one
previous appearance in the British Isles, when it
landed on a lagoon at Minsmere, Suffolk on 12th
July 2015. A write-up of this first record for Fair
Isle can be found on pages 148—149.

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis

Resident and common migrant; breeds in large numbers

Present throughout the year in large numbers, with a count of birds passing South Light on 9th
February producing 1,238 in 15 minutes. A whole-island count of the breeding population produced
a total of 32,061 apparently occupied sites, an 8.2% increase since the last survey in 2011 and the
highest breeding numbers since 1996. The first egg was noted on 17th May, with chicks seen from
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6th July and the first fledged bird taking to the
wing on 18th August. Productivity was down
slightly on 2015, with exactly half of monitored
nests producing chicks to fledging stage, with
heavy rain just before many chicks were due to
fledge possibly washing some of them off their
nest ledges. ‘Blue’ Fulmars were noted
occasionally throughout the year, with records on
9th and 11th February, 23rd April, 21st-22nd and
26th May and then a quiet autumn until an
impressive count of 29 past South Light on 7th
November, with further records of four from the
Good Shepherd IV on 9th December and one off

Plate 37. Fulmar, Springfield, 11th April 2016. © Lee Gregory  South Light on 14th December.

44

Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus

Regular autumn migrant

A remarkable record concerned one seen from the Good Shepherd IV on 27th January, the first
winter record for Fair Isle, when the species should be on its breeding grounds in the South Atlantic.
More typical passage occurred when one was seen on 28th July, 13 were recorded on four dates
from 13th—31st August (with five on the latter date being the peak) and 23 were logged on ten
dates in September, peaking at seven on 3rd, all from the Good Shepherd IV. Later singles occurred
on 18th and 25th October, completing a reasonable year for the species.

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring

The earliest record since 2009 occurred on 21st May when one was seen from the Good Shepherd
IV, with further singles recorded on 21st and 28th June. There were sightings totalling five birds on three
dates in July (with three on 16th the peak), two on 12th and three on 31st August then singles on
three dates in early September and two on 14th September, which were the last of a reasonable year.

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus

Common summer migrant, breeds in small numbers

It was an inauspicious start to the year, with the first found dead in the Gully (having been killed by
a cat) on 6th June and the next found in a Great Skua pellet on 19th June. The first live bird was
seen from the Good Shepherd IV on 22nd June, with at least three more found predated in the Gully
towards the end of the month, including one that had been ringed in Kirn o' Skroo in June 2013.
The first trapped birds were 21 caught (including 12 retraps), without the use of tape-lures, at
breeding colonies at Kirn o'Skroo (15) and Wester Lother (six) in the early hours of 26th June. After
11 trapped in the Haven on 30th June, there were a further 18 ringing sessions there until 29th
August. The total ringed during the year was 2,122, plus a further 238 birds caught that had either
been ringed in previous years on Fair Isle or ringed elsewhere. The best night was 14th/15th
August with 312 birds trapped (273 ‘new’), possibly the most ever trapped in a single session on



Fair Isle. During the summer, there were a further six records, totalling ten individuals, from the
Good Shepherd IV between 18th July and 17th September and just one diurnal, land-based
record, when one was off South Light on 22nd July.

Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa

Scarce migrant, usually summer and early autumn, most recorded during
petrel trapping sessions

Despite a good year for petrel ringing in the Haven, there were few records of this species, with
singles seen and heard around the nets on 5th and 11th July, one trapped on 14th August and
two trapped the following night. Unlike the previous three years, there were no retraps and all
the birds caught were new individuals.

*Swinhoe's Petrel Oceanodroma monorhis

Vagrant; two previous records (July and August 2013, with the second bird
returning in July and August 2014)

One of the more surprising records of the year was the return of a Swinhoe's Petrel to Fair Isle, with one
trapped at 02:20hrs on 14th August, again at 03:50hrs on 15th August and then heard again in the
Haven on 23rd August. Against expectation this was the bird that had been ringed on 27th July 2013
and not seen again since, rather than the returning bird that was recorded in 2013 and 2014.

Plate 38. Swinhoe's Petrel, Obs, 15th August 2016. © Lee Gregory

45



46

Gannet Morus bassanus

Common migrant and breeds in large numbers, seen offshore all year
Nesting material was noted being carried from 7th March and the population increased slightly to
3,409 apparently occupied nests. Chicks were seen from 3rd June with the first fledgling recorded
on 20th August, and productivity was again good at 0.71 chicks fledged per AON.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Regular migrant, commonest in autumn, with small numbers in winter
and spring

Typically, there were a few in the early part of the year, with singles on 12th January, 23rd and 27th
February and five on 9th March. Spring passage was restricted to singles on 6th, 11th and 24th April.
Autumn movements began with eight on 28th August and regular sightings throughout September
that peaked at 11 on 17th, with up to two recorded on seven dates in October until 26th.

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis

Resident, breeds in moderate -__—':_—— - ——
numbers (last count 204 AON in
2013)

Although the species is present all year
round, the timing of the breeding season
can be rather variable, and the first eggs
were not recorded until 30th April this year,
26 days later than in 2015. The population
plots showed a decrease of 21.29% from
2015, whilst breeding productivity decreased
by nearly 73%, to just 0.44 chicks fledging
from each monitored nest. Sightings of
darvicringed birds continued to show
interesting results, with a small number of
birds that had wandered off the island in Plate 39. Shags, Greenholm, ;6th J‘une 2016. © Lee
their first-year now returning to Fair Isle. Gregory

*Little Egret Ardea garzetta

Vagrant; no previous records

Probably the most likely new addition to the Fair Isle list finally arrived on 20th May, when one was
found at Da Water. It remained for the rest of the day, wandering as far north as the Obs on occasions
and spending a lot of time in the upper Vaadal stream near the airstrip. The following day, a Little Egret
was on Foula, and a small nick in the tip of the third primary of the left wing visible on photos of both
birds enabled them to be confirmed as the same individual. A full account of this first for Fair Isle can
be found on pages 146-147. Strangely enough, the second Little Egret for Fair Isle also occurred later
in the year, when one was found in South Harbour on 1st November before moving to the Walli Burn.



Plate 40. Little Egret, Walli Burn, 1st November 2016. © David Parnaby

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea

Frequent autumn migrant, less common in winter and spring

There were occasional records of one in early January, but no more until singles on 2nd and 9th April
and 8th—11th May. Sightings from 15th—25th June may have involved a single bird that became
Fulmar-oiled towards the end of its stay. From 7th July onward, there were regular sightings of one, with
two present on 25th—26th and up to two in early August. The first of several larger arrivals during the
autumn involved ten on 16th August, increasing to 11 the next day, with counts dwindling until the end
of the month then increasing to 20 on 5th September, the highest count since 2003. There were then
smaller numbers again, until ten arrived on 13th September. The next sighting was 27th September,
after which numbers built up to 15 on 3rd October before rapidly dropping, with one present from 28th
October that was probably responsible for regular sightings until the end of the year.

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus

Scarce autumn migrant, occasional in spring

One in Hesti Geo on 11th April was the third spring record in the last four years and was followed
by another in South Haven on 14th May, which was later than most spring occurrences. The first of
the autumn was the earliest-ever autumn record and only the second ever for August; a moulting
adult on 19th and 24th. More typical records occurred in September with one on 22nd then another
in the Haven on 30th, which was joined by two more the following day, with this group peaking at
five on 2nd October (the joint second-highest count for the isle) and one remaining until 7th
October. The last of the autumn was on 29th October, which was found dead the next day. In a
good year for the species, the third-ever December record occurred in North Haven on the 8th.
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Plate 41. Honey-buzzard, North Light, 16th September 2016. © David Parnaby
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*Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus

Rare spring and autumn migrant; 55 previous records (58 individuals)

A dark juvenile came in low off the sea at North Light on 16th September. After circling to gain
a little height it drifted south-east towards the northern tip of Buness and presumably carried on
out to sea. Although this species has been recorded annually since 2013, this was the first
autumn record since 2010.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus

Rare migrant; 47 previous records, with 37 in spring (mostly April-May but
three in both March and June) and ten in autumn (mostly in August and
September, with singles in July and October)

A female in the south of the island on 29th April was seen in Ferny Cup early the following morning
and another female roamed the south of the island on 10th May. A juvenile that drifted south down
the island on 7th October was just the second record for that month, following one on 25th—26th
October 1976. Three records in a year was the best showing since 2009.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

Single ringtails were recorded on 28th April and 10th May; a reasonable spring showing. In contrast to
the very good autumn passage of 2015, there was just a single record this year with a juvenile male
present from 8th—28th August, during which time it was often seen going to roost in Boini Mire.
Although this represented the quietest autumn since 2009, this bird was unusual in that it was earliest-
ever autumn arrival and was also the first ringing movement of this species involving Fair Isle; it was
wearing a darvic ring which identified it as having been ringed as a chick in Orkney on 4th July 2016.



Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus

Regular spring and autumn migrant

Spring passage was fairly quiet, with records on 13 dates from 6th April to 25th May, with a maximum
of just two on 10th May and perhaps just seven individuals involved. Autumn was also quiet, especially
compared to the record year of 2015, with perhaps six individuals involved in records on ten dates from
7th—28th September, including a maximum of three on 17th. There were singles recorded on five dates
in October then a male lingered, often around the Plantation, until 16th November.

*Buzzard Buteo buteo

Rare spring and autumn migrant
One seen briefly from the Obs kitchen window on 15th November was presumably the same bird
seen over Vaasetter on 19th—20th November.

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Scarce migrant; 127 individuals, with 108 in spring (mostly May and June,
with four in April) and 19 in autumn (mostly September, but two in October
and singles in July, August and November)

The best spring since the record-breaking year of 2013 saw singles recorded on 19th and 23rd May
and 11th June. The first autumn record since 2008 involved one seen over the Obs on 11th September.

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus

Regular spring and autumn migrant, occasionally overwinters

Sightings in January indicated at least five may have been wintering on the island. Records on 11 dates
from 12th March to 28th April probably involved some spring passage migrants. The first of the autumn
was seen being caught and eaten by a Kestrel
in Kirki Mire on 23rd September, with one in
the Wirvie Burn on 26th September then
daily records from 30th September to 31st
October. During this time there was a peak
count of four on 29th October, although
seven birds were ringed during this time,
showing that a far larger number of birds were
moving through. After a slight lull in early
November, there were more sightings from
mid-month, peaking at four on 18th, although
probably at least seven individuals were
involved. Most of those appeared to be
settled into winter territories, including two
each at Schoolton and Chalet and singles at

Burkle and the Obs, with sightings continuing - piaze 4. water Rail, Gully, 30th September 2016.

through to the end of the year. © Steve Arlow
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*Spotted Crake Porzana porzana

Rare migrant; 48 previous records (37 in autumn, 11 in spring)

With no records since 2012, and none in autumn since 2011, it was a remarkable year for this
species. The first was flushed from Da Water during census on 21st September, with what was
assumed to be the same bird flushed during an attempted Great Snipe twitch on 26th September
in Kirki Mire. The next records were on 13th October, when at least two were found, one in Gilsetter
and the wings of a freshly predated (and totally devoured) individual at the School, whilst one
flushed from Charlie’s Trees may have related to one of the other individuals.

Corncrake Crex crex

Scarce spring and autumn migrant; formerly bred (last suspected in 2002)
The only spring sighting was an elusive single at Lower Leogh on four dates between 12th—24th
May. Sightings at Da Water, School and Kirki Mire on 12th, 13th and 15th September respectively
were all assumed to relate to one bird, with another near Kenaby on 22nd September, which
may have been a new individual.

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

An unusual winter occurrence involved one around the Haa on 12th—31st January. There were three
in the autumn, with single juveniles at Da Water on 9th—23rd September, the Plantation on 16th
September and Meadow Burn on 11th November.

Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 2016



Coot Fulica atra

Rare visitor; 91 previous records, most in spring, also late autumn and
winter, has summered

Five of the previous six records occurred in the winter, so the two recorded in 2016 fitted the recent
pattern. The first was found at Da Water on 11th January and remained there until 28th March,
braving some freezing conditions that occasionally saw the amount of open water available to it
severely restricted by ice. A second was on Gunglesund then Utra on 27th January.

Crane Grus grus

Rare visitor; 26 previous records (22 in spring) of 36 individuals
This species was recorded for the third year in
succession and the three individuals logged made it
the best year since 2012. The first came in off the
sea over Brecks and headed high out to the south-
west on 23rd April, and was possibly the bird seen
on Noss the previous day. One went over the Obs
just before 08:00hrs on 15th May and was seen two
and a half hours later leaving north-east from North
Light. The third of the year went south over the Obs
on the moring of 20th May, before lingering until
about 11:30hrs on 22nd when it was last seen
gaining height over Brecks, and was possibly the bird  piate 44. Crane, Milen's Houllan, 22nd May 2016.
seen later in the day on Mainland Shetland. © Lee Gregory

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

The overwintering bird was joined by another from 11th January, with up to five by the end of the
month. At least 38 were noted by the end of February, with 87 present by the time census began
at the end of March, increasing to 98 by 6th and 107 by 21st April. A count of 147 on 8th May
included a flock of around 50 at Shirva, with the spring peak of 229 recorded on 27th May and
generally around 100 noted around the island away from the non-breeding flock. At least 39
territories were noted, with the first chicks seen on the early date of 22nd May and fledglings from
22nd June, although productivity appeared poor. By the time census resumed in August, it was
clear most birds had moved on, with just 89 on 17th. Numbers fell away after that with generally
just single figures in September, with at least three remaining until the end of the year, the first
record of multiple overwintering since 2002/03.

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola

Rare migrant, mostly in autumn, with fewer in spring and winter
There was one over the Plantation on 14th September, with three over Kenaby the next day and a
final individual from 28th September to 1st October, which completed a strong autumn showing.



Plate 45. Golden Plovers, Utra, 24th May 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; has bred (last recorded in 1989)
Reasonable numbers in winter saw up to eight in January and five in February. Spring began
quietly, with up to five throughout March and April then a rise in numbers towards the end of April
saw a peak of 18 on 23rd and again on 3rd May. There were regular records of single figures
throughout the rest of the month, up to two in June and occasional records in July, which peaked
at five on 30th. Small numbers in early August started to rise from mid-month and reached a
maximum of 47 on 31st, increasing to 52 on 2nd September. Numbers then dwindled until an
increase at the end of September saw the year's peak of 113 on 29th. Counts in October
fluctuated, with 84 on 2nd, 73 on 13th and 69 on 18th the peaks, with then just single figures
recorded irregularly throughout November and December.

Dotterel Charadrius morinellus

Scarce spring and autumn migrant; 103 previous records of 192 individuals
Another quiet year with just two records; a male was on Lerness on 7th May and a female was on
the Rippack on 5th June.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

One on 22nd January was the earliest record since 2005 and there were six by 21st February.
Counts increased gradually through March to 39 by the end of the month, although most of the
counts throughout April probably related to breeding birds. The first eggs were noted on 22nd April,
with around 10-15 pairs thought to be breeding and the first chicks seen on 13th May. Migrants
heading to northern breeding grounds were noted on the move in late May, with a count of 30 on



20th May. Small groups at South Light from late July showed return passage was taking place, with
numbers rising rapidly in mid-August to 122 on 21st. After a slight lull, migrants started to build up
again at the end of the month, rising to a peak of 145 on 4th September, the highest-ever number
recorded on Fair Isle during a time of large numbers noted passing throughout Shetland. Numbers
remained high until the last ten days of the month and by early October counts were usually less
than 15, with one lingering until the late date of 7th November.

*Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius

Vagrant; three previous records (May, July and September)

A remarkable year for a species not recorded on the isle since 1979, with a male found at Utra on
10th May (just a couple of minutes after a Calandra Lark, although the plover was the rarer of the
two birds in Fair Isle terms!) and a female at Da Water on 23rd May.

Plates 46-47. Little Ringed Plover, (left) Da Water, 23rd May 2016. © Steve Arlow. (right) Utra Scrape, 10th May

2016. © Lee Gregory

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

There were up to 19 in January, which had largely dispersed by the time of the next arrival of up to
25 in late February, which increased to 35 by 12th March. Counts throughout the rest of the spring
largely referred to breeding birds, although the occasional migrant also moved through. Three pairs
hatched chicks (two at Da Water/Kirki Mire and one at Pund), with a displaying male holding territory
at Utra but not attracting a mate. Productivity appeared good, with all three breeding pairs fledging
at least one youngster and these were responsible for most sightings until the end of August, after
which just one bird lingered. In late September, up to seven were presumably new migrants and
there were occasional sightings of one or two until the end of the year.
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Plate 48.
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Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; has bred (1973 and 1974)

After the first on 19th April there were regular records of up to six until the end of the month. Daily
sightings in May continued until 14th June, with 11 on 6th and 14th May and 17 on 18th the only
counts of greater than ten, whilst nine (on 13th) was the peak count in June. Occasional records of
up to three until the end of June and up to four in July meant that spring and autumn passage
effectively blurred into one. Other than 11 on 28th, records on 12 dates in August all involved four or
fewer, with September records on eight dates until 14th all involving singles, other than five on 3rd.

Curlew Numenius arquata

Frequent spring and autumn migrant;, overwinters and breeds in small
numbers

There were up to 25 in the first winter period, with spring passage producing no higher counts
than that. Displaying was recorded from 24th March and territories were held at Homisdale,
Pund, Da Water and Meadow Burn, although productivity appeared poor. A flock of 12 in late
June was probably the first sign of autumn migration, although there were no more than 15
recorded throughout August to October. Although numbers dropped away in November, they
built up to a wintering flock of up to 31 in December.

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa

Scarce spring and autumn migrant, very rare in winter
The only spring migrants were one on
3rd—4th May and two from 20th—25th
May, with one remaining to 26th.
Thirteen on 7th August began a strong
autumn showing, with one lingering
until 19th then two on 21st-22nd.
Two from 26th August increased to
five on 1st September, ten on 2nd-
7th and 28 on 8th, the peak count for
the year a number bettered only by
counts of 37 and 39 in late August
2013. There were then single-figure
- { > counts that gradually dwindled to the
Black-tailed Godwit, Obs Scrape, 27th August 2016. © Lee Gregory  last of the year on 30th September.

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring

One on 5th January was only the sixth winter record for the isle and there were spring records on
13th and 27th May. An early autumn record involved a breeding-plumaged adult on 1st July and
there were then two on 11th July followed by a single on 19th—26th July.



Turnstone Arenaria interpres
Common winter, spring and autumn migrant

Table 2. Maximum monthly counts of Turnstone on Fair Isle 2016 compared with previous
ten-year average

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2006-15 average 133 120 128 128 55 12 3 74 102 183 158 135
2016 count 200 141 151 136 89 31 129 95 182 190 126 236

Counts were again high in both winter periods, with the year's peak occurring on 18th December.
Spring passage was slighter better than average, whilst a rise in numbers to 129 on 27th July was
an early date for such a high count.

Knot Calidris canutus

Regular autumn migrant, scarce in spring, rare in winter

Winter records have become more regular in recent years and a single seen irregularly throughout
January until the end of March was the fifth in the last seven years. The next sighting was not until
22nd June and there were then no more until regular sightings from 18th July until 1st August,
peaking at six on 20th. After 17 arrived on 7th August there were almost daily sightings of single
figures throughout the rest of the month and during September. After two on 1st October, one
lingered in the Haven until the rather late date of 24th November.

Plate 49. Knot, North Haven, 8th October 2016. © Lee Gregory

Ruff Calidris pugnax

Regular autumn migrant, rare in spring

Ajuvenile at Barkland on 31stJuly was a typical arrival date (autumn passage started between 29th—
31st July in four of the previous five years), with up to two present until 7th August. One on 16th
August began a run of regular sightings that built to a peak of 19 on 26th August. After 12 on 2nd
September there were single-figure counts regularly until the last of the year on 19th September.



Sanderling Calidris alba

Frequent autumn migrant, less common in spring

Spring passage was restricted to one on 28th—29th April, two on 3rd May and up to two from
16th—29th May. Autumn passage began early, with one on 17th July, numbers then increasing
to nine by 28th, with regular sightings in August, particularly the second half of the month when
numbers rose to 13 on 25th. Daily sightings in September peaked at 16 on 18th and four were
still present in early October, with one lingering until 19th. Severe gales on 26th December
brought three to South Light, a very rare winter occurrence.

Dunlin Calidris alpina

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; has bred (last suspected in 2015)

A single on 12th January was the only winter occurrence, with no more recorded until spring passage
commenced on 2nd May. There were then regular sightings until 18th June, which included a noticeable
build up in mid-May, peaking at an impressive 48 on 20th. There was no repeat of 2015's suspected
breeding record, although a bird was singing at Da Water in early June. Autumn passage began on 10th
July, with single-figure counts regularly throughout the month until 30 on 27th. Numbers throughout
August had increased to 56 by the end of the month, and counts remained high into September, with
the year's peak of 65 occurring on 11th. From 30th September until 22nd October there were virtually
daily records of single figures, with the last of the year being three on 10th November.

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, also overwinters in smaller numbers
An unusually high count of 45 on 1st
January was the peak during the
winter. There were smaller numbers
throughout the rest of the early part
of the year, with noticeable spring
passage in late April that peaked at
89 on 20th. Records continued
throughout May until 25th, with
approximately 60 on 18th the highest
count for the month. The only record
in June was on 17th, with scattered
records from 7th July increasing
dramatically to 62 on 20th. There
were smaller counts throughout
August and September, generally of
single figures, but peaking at 25 and
26 respectively. October counts were
also rather low, rising in mid-month to
a peak at 37 on 17th, with single

Plate 50. Purple Sandpiper, South Harbour, 24th October 2016. TIgUres recorded throughout the rest
© Lee Gregory of the year.



Fair

Little Stint Calidris minuta

Scarce autumn migrant, vagrant in spring
After two at North Light in foggy conditions on 3rd August there were up to two recorded regularly
between 18th—27th August in a rather typical year.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

One on 29th April was a typical arrival date, with the rest of spring passage occurring on 19 dates
from 5th May until 5th June, peaking at four on 19th May. An early returnee was present on 9th
July, followed by up to two on five dates from 27th July until 5th August and then the main
autumn passage, which saw virtually daily sightings from 20th August until 3rd September, with
peaks of seven on 22nd and 26th. One on 13th September was the last record for the month,
with a rather late individual present from 14th—20th October.

Plate 51. Common Sandpiper (left) with Rock Pipit, South Harbour, 23rd August 2016. © Lee Gregory

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus

Regular spring and autumn migrant

One on 5th—6th April was the earliest-ever Fair Isle record (the previous record was 8th April 1979),
with another early bird on 10th—11th April, but just one more spring sighting, on 18th May. A quiet
autumn passage saw records on ten dates between 26th July and 26th August, all of single birds.

Greenshank Tringa nebularia

Regular autumn migrant, scarce in spring

The quietest spring passage since 2012 saw just a single recorded on 18th May. Autumn passage
began with one on 24th July and there were then none until the year's peak of three on 16th August,
with regular sightings of single birds from 21st August to 13th September.

sle Bird Observatory Report for 2016

57



Plate 52. Wood Sandpiper, Da Water, 25th May 2016. © Steve Arlow

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola

Scarce spring and autumn migrant
One flew north over Setter on 12th May, two were present from 18th to 20th May (with one of
them singing on the latter date), the first multiple occurrence in the spring since 2012, and one
was at Da Water on 25th—26th May. The only autumn occurrence was a bird on Golden Water
and Easter Lother Water on 3rd—4th August.

Redshank Tringa totanus

Common migrant in winter, spring and autumn migrant; has bred (1993,
1994 and 2015)

There were around 20 in the first winter period and spring passage was unremarkable, with no more
than 33 recorded. Although displaying was noted around Da Water then Pund in early April, the few
birds that remained throughout May and June were usually on the coast, rather than in suitable
nesting habitat and there was no repeat of 2015's successful breeding. Autumn passage became
more pronounced from early July with the first juveniles noted passing through from 20th and a
peak of 50 birds on 27th. After a decrease in early August, numbers built up to 59 on 20th, with
good numbers throughout September peaking at 65 on 10th. October numbers also remained fairly
steady, although increased to 80 on 30th and over 60 were still present in early November.
Numbers then decreased, with up to 34 recorded throughout the winter.

Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus

Frequent autumn migrant, less common in winter and spring
A couple of records in January suggested that birds had overwintered, but sightings on 22nd March
and up to two on several dates from 31st March to 13th April presumably involved spring migrants,



especially when birds appeared in less traditional areas such as Buness and Dronger, with the last
of the spring on 27th April. After the first of the autumn on 6th September there were regular records
of up to eight throughout the rest of the month. October saw an increase in numbers, with 22 on
2nd-3rd, rising to 28 on 6th. After a slight lull in numbers, another wave of arrivals in mid-month
brought 24 on 14th which rose to 34 on 17th, although after 26 the following day, all counts for the
rest of the month were of ten or less. Occasional sightings right through November included late
migrants and possibly a small number of birds that were set to overwinter.

Woodcock Scolopax rusticola

Frequent late-autumn migrant, smaller numbers in spring and winter

Up to seven in January was a larger number than usual for winter, although this species is no doubt
under-recorded at this time of year. Spring passage was represented by up to two on four dates
between 31st March and 13th April, with a late bird on 2nd May. One on 19th September was an
early returning bird, and there were no more until 1st October, after which sightings were regular
until the end of the month. Waves of arrivals were indicated by 12 on 6th, 50 on 15th and 20 on
26th. Small numbers were regularly seen in early November, although at least 30 were counted
during Sheep Hill on 2nd, with just scattered records later in the year.
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Plate 53. Woodcock, Mast, 14th October 2016. © Lee Gregory

Snipe Gallinago gallinago

Common spring and autumn migrant, some overwinter; breeds in small
numbers

Present throughout the winter in reasonable numbers, although there were no specific counts made.
Spring numbers peaked at 62 on 30th March, with generally around 30 from mid-April and
throughout May. Drumming was first noted on 7th March and at least 19 territories were recorded.
Autumn numbers were unremarkable until an influx in mid-September brought 104 on 16th, with
later high counts including 91 on 27th September, 97 on 7th and 91 on 21st October, with census
otherwise generally producing around 60. There were at least 50 still present in December, although
the lack of census at this time means numbers present were likely to be higher.




*Great Snipe Gallinago media

Vagrant; around 45 previous
records, mostly autumn (three
previous spring records in FIBO
period)

A large, ‘croaking’ snipe flushed from near Da
Water on 13th September and between Da
Water and Klinger's Geo the following day finally
gave good-enough views on 18th September to
confirm the suspected identification of this
ten-gallon Gallinago. It continued to prove
elusive however, and generally avoided any
attempts at twitching it. Even when it
reappeared on 26th and 27th September, first
near Busta then again at Da Water, it was only
seen by a small number of people. This was
the first record since 2011 of this species,
which has become much harder to see on Plate 54. Great Snipe, Kirki Mire, 18th September
Fair Isle since the turn of the millennium. 2016. © Lee Gregory

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus

Rare spring and autumn migrant, at least 97 previous records of around
123 individuals, most May—June and September—October

Recorded for the fifth consecutive year, although with the only records relating to single pale-
phase adults from the Good Shepherd IV on 19th May and 16th August it was a much quieter
than 2015's impressive performance.

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus

Frequent passage migrant,
breeds in small numbers

The first was over Brecks on 23rd
April, two days earlier than 2015,
with numbers rising to 23 by 2nd
May. Breeding numbers were the
same as 2015, with 37 apparently
occupied territories. The first chicks
were seen on 22nd June, on
Buness, with these also being the
first to fledge, on 19th July. The 12
chicks that fledged resulted in
productivity increasing by 18.5% to
0.32 chicks fledged per pair in
comparison to 2015 (only one
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chick fledged from 2011 to 2013 so the years since then have been more positive). One pair didn't
lay eggs, and no pairs failed at egg stage, in comparison to 48.65% in 2015 and 20% in 2014 that
failed at this point. The majority of failures were due to large (usually near-fledged) chicks being
predated, presumably by Great Skuas, although some small chicks also apparently succumbed to
the weather and two pairs failed when adults were killed (with Great Skuas again implicated).
Despite this, three pairs fledged two chicks (at Buness, the Mast and Furse) and six fledged a single
chick. Two of the fledged chicks were probably predated before leaving the island, but the others
appeared to survive. By the end of August, only a handful remained, with one lingering until 18th
September, with two on 29th September the last of the year.

*Long-tailed Skua

Rare migrant; 51 previous
records of 107 individuals,
occurs in spring (May-
June) and autumn (July-
October), mostly in small
numbers, but peak day
counts in spring of 40 (May
2015) and autumn of
seven (September 1988)

A juvenile that drifted south over
the Hill Dyke and down the west of
the island on 26th September was
the first autumn record since 1997.

Great Skua

Stercorarius longicaudus

Plate 56. Long-tailed Skua, over Hoini, 26th September 2016. © Mark Breaks

Stercorarius skua

Frequent passage migrant, breeds in moderate numbers

One on Mire o' Vatnagaard on 14th March was three days earlier than the previous earliest-ever
record for the isle (in 2009). There were no more until 27th March, with numbers then rising
slowly until 97 were logged on 20th April. Copulating was noted from 9th May, with the first
eggs found in Suka Mire on 16th May (a day earlier than 2015). The breeding season saw a
huge increase in numbers, with 516 apparently occupied territories (almost all producing a
breeding attempt that reached at least egg stage), the highest-ever number recorded (and
considerably higher than the previous record of 424 AOT recorded in 2014). The first chicks were
recorded on 8th June, with birds fledging over a protracted period; the first were noted on 23rd
July, with others not taking to the wing until mid-September. Productivity was lower than 2015,
but the figure of 0.66 chicks per AOT was still the second highest in the last decade. Good
numbers remained throughout the autumn, with counts finally dropping to single figures in late
October. Two were off South Light on 7th November, which were the last of the year other than
a flightless juvenile bird that survived at Easter Lother from at least 4th November until 19th
December when it was found in a weak state and died. Quite what it was surviving on during
that time wasn't clear, perhaps a mixture of carrion and fish regurgitates from the large gull roost
that builds up in that area in early winter.



Plate 57. Puffin, Buness, 5th June 2016. © lan Andrews
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Puffin Fratercula arctica

Common summer visitor, breeds in large numbers (last count 6,666
individuals in 2015), rare in winter

Winter records are unusual and the first this year was on 18th January, the first record for that month
since 2003. There were no more until the more expected date of 28th March, with the first seen
coming ashore on 5th April and numbers building up from mid- month. There was no count of the
breeding population this year, with chicks first noted from 9th June. Productivity decreased slightly,
with 0.64 chicks per egg laid being the lowest since 2012 (but just marginally less than 2015),
although it may have been higher had there not been a pair of Great Skuas regularly hunting the
Greenholm colony in the latter part of the breeding season (at least one monitored nest failed after
one of the adults was found predated). The last few were still on the cliffs on 22nd August and after
that there were just a few offshore records until 19th September.

Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle

Resident, breeds in moderate numbers

Poor weather for seabird monitoring meant that only one census count could be carried out for the
east coast population plot of breeding plumaged adults, with the total of 189 recorded on 31st March
being slightly lower than in 2015 but, given the conditions, it suggested that the population was holding
steady. The first fledgling was noted in South Harbour on the typical date of 14th August.



Razorbill Alca torda

Common summer visitor, breeds in large numbers (1,930 individuals in 2015)
Eight on 26th February were the first of the year, with just occasional sightings until good
numbers returned on 29th March, with birds present on the cliffs irregularly from the following
day until the end of April when they settled. The plot count at Lericum saw a 34.1% increase,
with the 30 individuals recorded being the highest since 2006. The first eggs were seen in Dog
Geo on 9th May, the first chick at Easter Lother on 6th June and fledged youngsters were noted
from 30th June, with the breeding season producing a very impressive 0.74 chicks fledged per
egg laid, the best productivity since 1998. By the end of July, the species was gone from the
cliffs and there were just scattered records of up to eight offshore from 31st August until 20th
October, with one found dead in North Haven on 27th November.

Little Auk Alle alle

Regular late autumn migrant and winter visitor in smaller numbers
For the first time since 2011 there were none in the first winter period, with one off Hjukni Geo on
23rd October and two (singles in South Haven and from the Good Shepherd IVV) on 25th. Seawatching
from South Light in early November produced eight on 7th (the highest land-based count since 2011),
two on 9th and a single on 11th, with the last of the year on 18th November in the Haven.

Plate 58. Black Guillemot, North Haven, 29th May 2016. © Steve Arlow



Guillemot Uria aalge

Common passage migrant, breeds in large numbers (20,924 individuals
in 2015)

Birds were present irregularly in the early winter period, with 15 on the February Beached Bird Survey
demonstrating the hardships of trying to survive winter in the North Sea. One found dead on 10th
February was oiled, with analysis from SOTEAG suggesting an illegal bilge discharge or accidental
release being to blame. Birds returned to the cliffs from late February, although did not settle until
late April, and breeding numbers in the population plots showed a1.8% decline from 2015. The first
egg was seen at Dog Geo on 8th May, with chicks noted from 11th June at Da Swadin and produc
tivity decreasing to 0.45 chicks per apparently incubating adult. There were none seen from the
island in August (although a couple were observed from the Good Shepherd IV), then small
numbers could often be seen from seawatches in the autumn. Larger numbers were offshore in
early December and, during 12th—13th December at least, birds had returned to the cliffs, although
they departed again in the stormy weather later in the month.

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis

Scarce spring and summer migrant, rare in autumn
One that passed South Light on 27th July was just the fourth record in the last seven years and the
first July occurrence since 2007.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo

Regular summer visitor, formerly bred in small numbers (until 2005, with
one pair in 2012 and 2014-2015)

In what was one of the quietest-ever years for this species on Fair Isle, the only records were of
singles on 9th June and 1st August.

Plate 59. Arctic Tern, Buness, 30th May 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea

Frequent summer visitor, breeds in small numbers

After an early ‘commic’ tern on 29th April, there were no further sightings until 15 on 6th May, with
counts slowly increasing to 148 by 20th May. Birds were settling down to breed by late May, with the
first egg seen on 4th June, although for a species struggling on Fair Isle, the discovery of several adults
predated by a cat at the Rippack was sad to note. One of these had been ringed as a chick at the
nearby Busta colony in 2012 and was one of only two birds to fledge from that subsite in that year.
Despite this setback (and the suspicion of a similar situation at the Shalstane colony), the breeding total
of 118 apparently occupied nests (88 on Buness, 21 on Shalstane, six at the Rippack and singles at
South Light, Busta and Tarryfield) was the highest since 2012. Chicks were first seen on 29th June, with
the first two fledging from Buness on 20th July and a breeding productivity of 0.23 chicks per AON
representing the most productive season since 2009. A few first-summer birds were noted during the
summer, peaking at eight on 2nd July, and 120 birds on Buness on 7th August may have involved
some migrants from other colonies, although there was no late-summer build-up on the island this
year. Numbers dropped to less than 20 from 21st August and there were scattered records in
September until five on 12th, which were the last for the year.

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla

Common passage migrant, breeds in moderate numbers (859 AON in 2015)
Small numbers were seen occasionally offshore in the first winter period, with the first large arrival
on the dliffs on 5th April. There was no whole-island count, although the population plots showed
an increase of 15.2% compared to 2015. The first eggs were noted on 26th May, chicks on 26th
June and fledged birds on 31st July and it turned out to be the best year for productivity for this
species since 2000, with the 0.75 chicks fledged per apparently occupied nest representing a
476.9% increase from 2015. However, seven of the ten monitoring plots had no breeding attempts
at all in 2016, whilst only the Holms and Dog Geo plot produced any fledglings. From late August,
there were very few birds remaining around the island, although there were scattered records of
variable (but small) numbers offshore until the end of the year.

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

There were up to five irregularly in the early part of the year. Spring passage increased slightly from late
March, although other than 21 on 20th April, counts were never above single figures. Small numbers
were recorded throughout May and June, with autumn passage noted from 2nd July when 35 were
present. The first juveniles were recorded moving through from 11th July, whilst numbers increased later
in the month, including a peak of 38 on 21st July. Although birds were present throughout August and
September, counts were in low numbers, with the next notable peak not until 28th October when 45
were recorded. There were just occasional November records and the species was almost absent in
December until five arrived on 25th December and remained until the end of the year.



*Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus

Vagrant; one previous record (October 1995)

A surely long-overdue second record occurred when a magnificent adult was found at Haa on
2nd July during a day that saw an increased number of Black-headed Gulls present. After feeding
in a gull flock for a short length of time, it flew off high to the south with the Black-headed Gulls.
Given the increased number of this species occurring in the United Kingdom generally and
Scotland in particular, it seems likely that other records will follow on Fair Isle, with spring passage
of Black-headed and Common Gulls a likely time for any such occurrences.

Common Gull Larus canus

Common spring and autumn migrant, breeds in small numbers

Present throughout the winter with a peak of 22 on 11th January. Between ten and 40 birds
were typically present during the spring, although waves of passage included a peak of 174 on
10th and 94 on 13th April. The first egg was noted on 16th May, with ten pairs nesting (seven
on Goorn, two on Buness and one in Kirki Mire) and productivity appearing good, with the first
fledged chick noted on 12th July. A few small groups were recorded passing right through the
summer and the first large arrival was at the end of July, with numbers rising to a peak of 269
on 28th. Although early August saw just single-figure counts, there was another surge that
brought 199 on 17th. In September, there were variable counts of up to 60, with further waves
of migration in October seeing 120 on 4th and 95 on 15th, although most days saw just single
figures recorded. Small numbers were again present throughout the winter.

Plate 60. Common Gull, Meadow Burn, 6th September 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

The first was on 12th—14th March, an early first arrival date. There were then regular sightings from 27th
March, although counts didn't reach double figures until 15 on 26th April. Numbers were generally
higher in May, peaking at 26 on 15th, the highest count of the spring. Five pairs nested, including one
on Buness, the first nesting pair away from the main breeding site of Goorn since 2007. The first sign
of autumn passage was 44 on 3rd August, although other than 34 on 1st September, counts were
generally of less than ten. An adult L fintermedius was on Meoness on 9th September; this subspecies
is a scarce passage visitor to Fair Isle, although may well be overlooked. Two juveniles lingered well into
October, and one on 7th—-9th November was the second latest-ever Fair Isle record.

Herring Gull Larus argentatus

Common migrant, breeds in small numbers

As usual, the species was present throughout the year, with no significant counts noted. The total
of 44 pairs that bred (38 on Goorn, three on Greenholm, two on Dronger and one in South
Feltsigeo) was just two less than in 2015. The breeding season appeared successful, with the
53 pulli ringed being the highest number since 1992, whilst the first fledged youngster was
noted on Goorn on 12th July.

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides

Scarce migrant in winter and spring

There were none in the early part of the year for the first time since 2010, with the first record not
until 14th October, when an adult was in a large gull flock near the airstrip. An adult was recorded
on three dates from 7th—16th November, there was then a juvenile on 30th November and
sightings in December of a second-winter on 5th, a juvenile on 14th and two juveniles on 21st.

Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus

Regular migrant in spring, late autumn and winter
There were two in January then an adult and juvenile
were seen on several dates through February and until
22nd March. A juvenile over the Wirvie Burn on 8th
October was the only sighting of the month, but a
productive winter period began with sightings on eight
November dates from 4th, peaking at three on 16th,
and involving at least four birds. There were then five
(an adult and four juveniles) on 10th December, with
singles on five more dates until 21st December, when
there were again five (a second-winter and four
juveniles), with regular sightings until the end of the
year that peaked at three on 26th—27th, but involved at  Plate 61. Glaucous Gull, Wirvie Burn, 8th October
least five individuals. 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus

Common migrant, breeds in small numbers

The species was seen throughout the year, although few counts were made. Copulating was noted on
Landberg from 16th April, although the presence of 153 on Vaasetter on 21st April presumably involved
breeding birds from further north that had not yet returned to their nesting grounds. There were six
nesting pairs recorded: at North Light, Goorn, Sheep Rock, Da Burrian, Greenholm and Dronger.

Rock Dove Columba livia

Resident, breeds in small numbers

The first fledged youngster was at the Obs on 30th June, a month later than in 2015. There were
few counts made during the year, but 93 were recorded on 1st November, the second-highest
count on record, after 97 on 9th October 1985 (although it should be noted that this species is
not routinely counted on daily census). The large count included 80 in a single flock at Burkle,
whilst the 13 others will have represented an undercount of birds elsewhere on the island as
there was no specific census done on that date.

Plate 62. Woodpigeons, Walli Burn, 25th October 2016. © lan Andrews

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

An unusually early migrant was present on 25th—26th January. The next was not until 1st-2nd
March, with regular sightings from 11th March rising at the end of the month to 12, with the increase
continuing to reach a spring peak of 19 on 5th April, then a gradual decrease until just single figures
remained from 16th until the month’s end. Daily sightings from 2nd-25th May included peaks of
17 on 6th—7th and 18 on 23rd, then up to three were seen until early June and there were



occasional sightings of up to two throughout the summer. Three on 14th September were probably
the first autumn migrants, with regular sightings from 30th September. A gradual increase in
numbers preceded an influx of 37 on 15th October, with the autumn peak of 39 on 25th, the
second-highest autumn count on record. There were still 14 by early November, with numbers
dwindling to the last of the year that lingered until 28th November.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto

Frequent spring migrant, less common in autumn

One from 1st=3rd April was joined by a second on 2nd, with one also on 19th April. Passage
was more regular during May and included peaks of five on 6th and nine on 22nd. There were
regular sightings of up to three throughout June and until 21st July, with the only autumn record
involving one on 11th September.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

There were three spring records for the second consecutive year, with individuals on 22nd-26th
May, 14th June and 29th—30th June. The first of these birds made history when it was found in a
park in the Faeroes on 30th June where it had its ring read in the field!

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Scarce migrant, mostly in spring, rarer in autumn, has bred (most recently
in 2002)

The first was a singing bird on the slightly early date of 7th May, with two on 22nd May, one remaining
until 24th. Sightings from 2nd—6th June could all have involved the same bird in what was a fairly
quiet spring for the species, whilst there were no autumn records for the first time since 2012.

Plate 63. Cuckoo, Springfield, 5th June 2016. © lan Andrews

Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 2016 69



70

Plate 64. Short-eared Owl, Sukka Mire, 8th October 2016. © Lee Gregory

Long-eared Owl Asio otus

Regular autumn migrant, less common in spring, with occasional records in
summer and winter

An overwintering bird remained at the Obs until at least 4th February, with spring passage seeing one
from 10th—12th April and possibly the same bird from 15th April until 8th May, when it was found
dead, having been oiled by Fulmars. A final spring record concerned one at Da Water on 15th May.
A series of mid-summer records included singles around the area of the Obs on 4th and 17th—24th
July and 5th and 22nd—24th August, which may just have involved one individual, although it
appeared badly Fulmar-oiled at the end of July. Summer occurrences are by no means regular,
although this was the second consecutive year to produce such an intriguing record. One at Brecks
on 7th October was the first of the autumn, with records on seven more dates in October, including
two on 25th. An adult female trapped at the Obs on 3rd November remained until at least 2nd
December (although it became oiled during that time), with another at Stackhoull on 13th November.

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus

Regular spring and autumn migrant

There were sightings of a single on five dates from 29th March to 8th April and then from 27th April
sightings became more regular, with numbers building in mid-May to five on 18th—19th and nine on
20th, a record spring count. Numbers then decreased rapidly, with up to three seen until mid-June and
a single recorded until 29th. Autumn passage was late starting and was restricted to the period 4th—31st
October, with peaks of nine on 7th and 13 on 16th showing that good numbers were moving through.



Swift Apus apus

Frequent migrant, most in summer and early autumn

There were records of one or two on six dates from 23rd May to 12th June, with late June
occurrences of six on 22nd, ten on 26th and one on 29th. Seven arrived on 9th July with one still
on 11th—12th, then eight on 18th—19th July gradually decreased to two by 23rd July. There were
regular records from 21st August until 22nd September that peaked at six on 29th August, with
records after 4th September possibly referring to just a single lingering individual.

*Hoopoe Upupa epops

Vagrant; 40 previous records (25 in spring, 15 in autumn)

One on 27th May was a late record and the first since 2012. It was found as it flew in front of the Obs
people carrier, which was full of happy birders on their way back from a Rustic Bunting twitch, at Midway.
After being seen on the Houll for a short time, it played cat and mouse with observers around the
Meadow Burn and Quoy area for the evening, although most people managed at least a flight view.

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Regular spring and autumn migrant
One was in Field Ditch on 9th May, with probably
a different bird in Furse on 10th—11th May,
making it another quiet spring. Autumn was
better, with two arriving on 19th August and three
present the following day. There were then three
on 23rd, two on 25th and one on 28th August
and September records on 5th—6th and 17th.
The remains of one found in a Bonxie pellet on
Suka Mire on 25th September were thought
most likely to involve a bird from earlier in the
autumn. October sightings are scarce; one on 6th
was the latest record since 2006 and brought the

autumn total to an impressive 12 individuals. Plate 65. Wryneck, Obs, 19th August 2016. © Lee Gregory

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Regular spring and autumn migrant

One on 20th March was the earliest arrival since 2011, with another on 13th—14th April and then
daily sightings during 8th—23rd May, which included peaks of five on 11th and 18th May,
representing good counts for the spring. There were later spring migrants on 5th and 20th—21st June
and then one on 21st—28th July, which was the first July record since 2008. There were regular
records from 13th August, which built to a peak of four by the end of the month, and then daily
sightings of up to three in September, other than a peak of four on 22nd. There were still two in early
October, increasing to three by 8th then, after numbers dropped for a few days, they built up again
to four by 17th, with the last of the year seen the following day.
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Merlin Falco columbarius

Regular spring and autumn migrant, small numbers overwinter

A female was seen periodically throughout January and occasional sightings in February and early
March may have referred to the same bird. From 22nd March until 29th April there were up to two,
although sightings probably involved a series of individuals moving through, and there were later
spring sightings on 10th—14th and 20th May. After the first autumn record on 25th August, numbers
increased to two by the end of the month, with three singles in the first half of September then
regular sightings in the second half of the month, increasing to three by 29th. There were still three
in early October, then sightings of one or two throughout the rest of the month, three again in early
November and at least two remained until the end of the year.

Peregrine Falco peregrinus

Regular spring and autumn migrant; bred regularly until 1973 then again
in 2008-2009 and 2013-2014 and suspected to have attempted in 2015

At least two were seen in early January, although there were no further sightings until one in late March.
There was a single on just five dates in April, suggesting there would be no repeat of recent breeding
attempts. May produced sightings of different individuals on 6th and 25th but there were no further
records until the autumn. There was then a juvenile on 30th August before sightings on 3rd—4th and
13th September preceded regular sightings from 27th September until 4th November that involved at
least five individuals. There were then irregular sightings of at least two birds until the end of the year.

Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus

Rare migrant; 47 previous records (40 in spring, seven in autumn)
Recorded for the second year in succession when a female-type bird was found at Stackhoull on
15th June, before showing well in the area for several hours.

Plate 66. Golden Oriole, Stackhoull, 15th June 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio

Regular spring and autumn migrant

Two males arrived on 10th May, with five birds, including four males, present the next day and five
(including three females) again on 12th. There were daily sightings until 29th May, which included
another peak of five on 15th, up to three until 20th and single birds thereafter, with probably 11
individuals involved. Later females arrived on 10th and 20th June. The quietest autumn since 2010
saw a single juvenile present from 21st—26th August.

Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring

A first-summer bird at the Sheep Cru on 6th April was later trapped at the Double Dyke and lingered
until 11th April, the first spring record since 2014. There were three in October, with a single on 4th—
5th (whose prey items included a Norwegian-ringed Blackcap) followed by daily sightings from
13th—31st, during which time first-winter birds were trapped and ringed in the Plantation on 17th
and 22nd proving that at least two individuals were involved in the sightings.

*Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator

Vagrant; 29 previous records (14
spring, one mid-summer, 14 autumn)
A superb male was found between Lower Leogh
and Utra on 11th May and lingered in the south
of the island, usually between Burkle and
Kenaby, until 24th May. It could be incredibly
elusive, often only being seen once a day before
vanishing, despite being searched for. It was
seen feeding (presumably on insects) on the
ground on occasions, which may explain why it
could be hard to find at times. It was only the
second in the last decade, with the two most
recent records occurring in 2006 and 2011.

Plate 67. Woodchat Shrike, Meoness, 22nd May 2016.
© Steve Arlow

Jackdaw Corvus monedula

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

The quietest spring since 2011 saw just one record, with a bird present from 19th—23rd March,
whilst the only autumn record was on 22nd November, continuing the recent run of very few
records for this species.



74

Rook Corvus frugilegus

Regular spring migrant, less common in autumn

There was one on 4th March, another from 23rd—27th March and then two on 7th April, with one seen
occasionally throughout the rest of the month. Three arrived on 15th May and a late migrant was present
from 20th—21st June. Most autumn records are in October and November, so the sightings on 17th and
29th August were rather early and there were then regular sightings of one from 11th—30th September.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone

Frequent spring migrant, less common in autumn

An unusual winter record concerned one on 23rd February, with another early sighting on 16th March.
There was one on 1st April, then regular sightings from 12th April until 1st June. Numbers built to seven
by the end of April, with an influx in early May seeing a peak of 43 on 5th, although counts dropped to
single figures by 7th. Other than ten on 15th and 23rd May, other records were presumably lingering
birds. Two remained throughout the rest of the summer and autumn, usually in the vicinity of South Light,
with both still present at the end of the year. Occasional counts of between three and five from 20th
August until 30th October showed that there were also a few migrants on the move during that time.

Hooded Crow Corvus cornix

Regular spring and autumn migrant and also resident, breeds in small
numbers

As usual, the species was present throughout the year, with between three and five pairs breeding. The
first fledged young were seen on 23rd June, although several of the fledglings were found dead after
being oiled by Fulmars. There appeared to be a small number of migrants (peaking at seven) in late
April and early May, just before the main Carrion Crow movement, whilst in the autumn a flock that
built up from late September peaked at 18 on 10th October and presumably also included migrants.

Carrion x Hooded Crow Corvus corone x C.cornix
The only records confidently attributed to this hybrid combination were on 3rd—7th May and 4th—
13th and 29th June.

Raven Corvus corax

Resident, breeds in small numbers, also reqgular spring and autumn migrant
There were probably three territories occupied this year, with the first fledged youngsters noted
in Gunnawark on 4th June. Although small numbers of migrant Ravens may slip through Fair Isle
undetected, a group of 12 migrants on 8th April was fairly obvious, whilst a single bird on 22nd
April was also a migrant.



Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

The first was on the typical arrival date of 14th March, with up to four until 17th, four on 26th then
an arrival from 29th that increased to 27 the following day. Sightings were almost daily from then
until 7th May, with an arrival early in April peaking at 37 on 6th but just single-figure counts from
16th. The last of the spring was on 22nd May. Singles on 25th and 27th August and 1st-2nd
September were the first returning birds, with daily sightings from 7th September to 31st October.
Sightings in September peaked at 13 on 11th, but the main arrival period was in early October, with
102 on 4th, increasing to 129 on 6th and 213 the following day then, after a drop in numbers, 181
were counted on 12th. From 13th until the month’s end there were no more than 59, with just single
figures from 27th, then scattered sightings until the last two on 7th November.

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus

Vagrant: ten previous records of 13 individuals (one April, 12 from October
to December)

One was found on the cliffs at Kroga Geo on 15th October, before moving to Easter Lother
onl6th—17th and then South Harbour on 18th—20th before it was found dead at Quoy, having
been predated by a cat. The first eight records of this species all occurred before 1990, but this
represents the third individual since 2012.

Plate 68. Blue Tit, South Harbour, 18th October 2016. © Steve Arlow
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Skylark Alauda arvensis

Common spring and autumn migrant, small numbers overwinter; breeds in
small numbers

There were a few counts of less than ten in the first winter period, with numbers starting to rise from
mid-February and strong passage noted in March, with a spring peak of 303 on the last day of the
month when birds were seen coming in off the sea at North Light as visible migration indicated the
arrival of spring! Numbers remained high in the first week of April, but then started to tail off with
around 140 recorded by the end of the month, with counts dropping to between 65 and 110 as
many birds settled into the breeding season during May. Food carrying was first noted on 29th May,
with chicks fledging from 18th June, although there was no count of breeding numbers. Counts in
late August were generally 20-50, with notable passage occurring in late September, with a count
of 230 on 26th the peak for the month. Numbers dwindled to regular counts of around 50 in early
October until the next wave of migration saw an increase from mid-month and the autumn’s peak
of 245 recorded on 19th. Good numbers remained in early November and a mild start to the winter
saw up to 11 recorded in December, although the total of wintering birds was probably higher.

*Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

The first spring record since 2012 was seen over Setter on 29th May, but it was the autumn that
really stood out for this species. The first was on Dronger on 12th October, with five (including a flock
of three at Lerness; the first autumn flock since 1991) on 16th preceding daily census records until
31st October. During this time flocks frequented the Naaversgills, South Light, Meoness and Buness
(the latter producing the largest single flock when four were present on 31st) and there was a peak
of seven on 17th—18th, with scattered singles elsewhere. The last was at Skadan on 8th November,
producing an estimated autumn total of 14 individuals. The previous nine years had seen just six
individuals recorded, so 2016 bucked the recent trend somewhat.

Plate 69. Shore Lark, South Green, 17th October 2016. © Steve Arlow
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*Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla

Scarce spring and autumn migrant; 162 previous records of 177 individuals
With an unbroken record of annual occurrences stretching back to 1963, this species is remarkably
regular in its occurrences without ever being common. This year produced two typical records, with a
mobile bird found at Setter but roaming as far as Brecks during 2nd—8th May then a popular, confiding
bird that lingered around the water tanks at Tarryfield from 14th September until 7th October.

' = 5 i
Plate 70. Short-toed Lark, Tarryfield, 3rd October 2016. © Steve Arlow

*Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra

Vagrant; five previous records in 1978, 1999, 2000, 2008 and 2014 all in
April and May

One of these magnificent beasts was found by Utra Scrape on 10th May, just as the fog cleared the
south-west of the island. It remained in the same area until 13th May, often showing well, and
became the longest-staying Calandra Lark on Fair Isle. On its first afternoon, a Sparrowhawk flew low
over the area where it was feeding, which flushed all the other birds present (including a Little
Ringed Plover, which was never seen again), but the Calandra remained in place and relied on
crouching low and still as its defence; a similar tactic was adopted when a Bonxie made a low pass.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia

Regular spring migrant, less common in autumn

One around the Obs on 2nd April was the joint-earliest-ever record, although there were no more
until one on 21st April. Two on 5th May increased to 21 on 6th, the second highest-ever count for
Fair Isle (bettered only by 28 on 28th May 1969), although only three remained the following day
and there were singles on seven other dates in the month until 28th. Early autumn migrants
included two on 7th and one on 26th July, with up to two from 23rd—26th August, two more on
both 31st August and 17th September and a single on 19th September.
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Swallow Hirundo rustica

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; occasionally breeds (last recorded 2015)
One on 5th April was on a slightly earlier than average arrival date and there were up to three on
15 more dates during the month, including one seen from a yacht 11 kilometres south of the island
on 20th April - migration in action! There were daily sightings throughout May until 14th June, with
peaks of 98 on 6th and 56 on 22nd May, although by June numbers were generally down to single
figures other than an arrival that peaked at 19 on 5th. There was at least one present throughout the
summer, often singing at the Mast, but there was no indication of a repeat of last year's breeding
success. Autumn passage was rather quiet, beginning with ten on 15th August and rising to 16 by
30th, but just single figures were recorded throughout September. A late burst of activity brought 17
on 1st October with 19 the following day, then single-figure counts until 10th October.

House Martin Delichon urbicum

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; has bred (last recorded in 1986)

The earliest-ever record involved one over Lower Stoneybrek on 4th April (beating the previous
record of 10th April 2011) with other records for the month occurring on 12th and 20th. Regular
sightings from 5th May increased to 14 the following day, with single figures for the rest of the month
other than the spring peak of 21 on 22nd. The only June records were on 5th—6th, 21st and 23rd.
Autumn passage began on 30th August and involved up to three on ten dates until 20th September.

*Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

Vagrant; nine previous records, eight in spring, one in autumn

The first record since 2012 occurred when one was found hawking over Hesti Geo and Utra Scrape
on 5th—6th May. It showed very well at times, feeding just a couple of metres above observers'
heads with a handful of other hirundines. Although the bird had a distinctive broken left tail streamer,
it could not be linked to any other sightings around the UK during the spring.

Plate 71. Red-rumped Swallow, Hesti Geo, 6th May 2016. © Lee Gregory
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*Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides

Rare migrant; 49 previous records with 38 in autumn (August—September)
and 11 in spring (eight in June, two in July and a single in May)

This species is going through a good run on Fair Isle, and 2016 provided the best-ever autumn
for occurrences (as well as being the joint highest annual total), along with the first time the
species has been recorded in four consecutive years. The first was trapped at the Obs on 19th
August (although it was not seen either before or after its appearance in the mist net), with the
month also providing sightings at Midway on 23rd and Hunds Heelor on 28th August. One on
4th September in South Naaversgill then Tineside was followed on 5th September by a much
brighter bird at the Haa, the latest records since 1997.

Figure 1. Annual occurrences of Arctic and Greenish Warblers on Fair Isle. Note the relatively steady occurrence of
Arctic Warbler, with occasional surges of greater numbers, whilst Greenish Warbler appears to occur in short bursts.
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Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus

Regular autumn migrant

One on 15th—16th September had increased to four by 18th, but then freshening south-
southeast winds on the afternoon of 20th brought a deluge of 54, the third-highest count for
Fair Isle. Numbers dropped to 27 by the following day, with 31 on 22nd and counts dwindling
to single figures by the end of the month. The remarkable day of 2nd October brought a total of
72 (including 16 trapped, which in itself was equal to the second-highest previous annual ringing
total), a count beaten only by the 76 recorded on 28th September 2015. A massive clear-out
saw only nine present the next day, with 15 on 7th October the next sign of an arrival and with
daily records of smaller numbers until 13th. There were then records on seven dates until 24th,
all singles other than four on 20th and two on 24th. A late bird was recorded on 3rd November,
bringing the autumn total to an estimated minimum of 165 individuals.
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*Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi

Vagrant; seven previous records, all in autumn (one in September, six in
October)

The species was recorded for the second year in succession when one was found during the exciting
fall on 2nd October in the Chapel Plantation before roaming the island as far as Upper Stoneybrek.

*Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus

Vagrant; 16 previous records, all in autumn (September to November)
One showed well at Barkland and Chalet on 12th October before being relocated in the Meadow
Burn the following day. There have now been four records in the last four years, all in mid-October.

Plate 72. Dusky Warbler, Barkland, 12th October 2016. © Steve Arlow

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Regular spring and autumn migrant

The best spring showing since 2013 involved one in Gorsens Geo on 11th May, one in South
Harbour on 15th—16th May and one trapped in the Plantation on 23rd May. A reasonable
autumn showing opened with one on Dronger on 16th August, followed by one in the south of
the island on 17th—18th August and one in Copper Geo on 20th, then three on 28th August
and the last of the year on 4th September.

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Three on 29th March were the first of the year, a slightly late arrival date. Records built up rapidly through
April, with daily counts during 10th—15th of 43, 73, 79, 87, 75 and 87 respectively, which included three
days in a row of new spring records being set, beating the previous highest count of 50 in April 1970.
There were still 46 on 20th and 21 on 28th April with numbers dropping in early May before rising to
39 by 9th and a late wave of migrants that saw 27 by 23rd. The species has been a regular feature of
the summer in recent years, and at least three birds remained this year, with singing occasionally heard,
although there has not yet been a breeding attempt. The first autumn migrant was a juvenile on 20th



August, but numbers remained no higher than eight until 19 on 2nd October. This preceded a good
three weeks of passage, with numbers rising to a high count of 55 on 13th and a secondary peak of 42
on 20th. There were single figure counts until 4th November, with a late bird, thought to be of
Pc.abientinus, at the Obs on 28th November. DNA analysis of birds in the autumn confirmed the identity
of birds on 17th, 18th, 20th and 24th October as being nominate collybita, whilst a bird trapped on 12th
October was the Scandinavian and eastern European race abientinus.

“‘Siberian Chiffchaff’ Phylloscopus collybita tristis

Although the totals above include all races, an attempt is made to accurately log the numbers of this
distinctive subspecies. There were regular records from 2nd October to 4th November, peaking at
just seven on 2nd and 11th October. Interestingly, only three were logged on 13th October amongst
the 55 Chiffchaffs present, although by the beginning of November, all of the three remaining birds
were ‘Siberians'. Tristis birds trapped on 2nd, 4th, 12th and 22nd October had their identity
confirmed by DNA analysis.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus

Common spring and autumn migrant
One on 5th April was slightly earlier than usual,
with numbers rising to ten by 11th—12th, but
otherwise there were only single-figure counts
throughout the month. There were almost daily
records throughout May, peaking at 19 on 9th, and
one or two remained until 10th June, with a late
migrant trapped on 27th June. There was one on
11th—12th July, then the first juvenile on the typical
date of 5th—7th August. There were daily records
from 15th August to 6th October, with a rapid rise
in numbers seeing 183 logged on 28th August, the
highest count since 1997, with birds seemingly in
every patch of cover across the island. Counts
dropped rapidly in September, with generally less
than 25, although another surge of migrants saw .
63 on 4th and there were still nine on 2nd  pjate 73. willow Warbler, Dog Geo, 20th August 2016.
October, with one lingering until 12th. © Lee Gregory

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Common spring and autumn migrant

Seven on 4th April were slightly early, with up to four until 12th then one from 21st-30th April.
In May there were almost daily records from 2nd until the month’s end, with the only count
above single figures being 13 on 9th. Up to two were present on 7th—11th June, then a late bird
was trapped on 27th June. A juvenile on 20th—27th July was early, with the next not until 26th—
27th August. A scatter of records in early September increased to 15 by 17th, then daily sightings
in October saw 39 on 6th, another wave of arrivals in the third week bringing a peak of 86 on
18th and then a final arrival of 61 on 25th. Small numbers remained until mid-November, with
late individuals on 19th and 21st.
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Garden Warbler Sylvia borin

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Usually one of the later-arriving warblers, the first was, typically, not seen until 7th May, with records
on 11 more dates during the month, with a peak of five on 23rd. There were singles on seven dates
in June and the last of a quiet spring was a late bird on 4th July, the first in this month since 2011.
After one trapped in the Gully on 15th August there were daily records until the end of the month,
peaking at seven on 23rd. Regular sightings in September peaked at just seven on 14th. Up to five
were recorded on four dates in October until 8th, with one on 16th and a late bird on 31st October.

Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria

Regular autumn migrant, vagrant in spring (four records)

The latest arrival date since 2007 saw the first of the year not recorded until 21st August. There
were then four on 28th August, with daily records until 5th September that included a new
individual on 4th. September saw further records on 14th, a lingering bird at the Obs on 17th—
24th and one trapped in the Plantation on 28th September. October saw a typical light
scattering, with one on 1st increasing to three the next day, with the final bird of the year at the
peat cuttings on 16th, bringing the autumn total to just 13 individuals.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

The first was on 2nd—4th May, a typical arrival date, with almost daily sightings throughout the
rest of the month peaking at just seven on 9th. There were occasional sightings until 13th June
and a late migrant on 26th June. One on 20th August began a series of daily records until 7th
September, with a peak of six present on 30th August, whilst regular records in September also
peaked at six, on 20th. The largest arrival of the year was an impressive 13 on 2nd October, with
numbers dropping away to three the following day and scattered records until 25th October.
Eleven Lesser Whitethroats were trapped in the autumn, with DNA analysis of five of these (a
random sample based on which birds shed feathers during the ringing process) showing that
those on 4th September and 7th October were nominate curruca, whilst those on 2nd (two)
and 25th October were of the Siberian race blythi.

*Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans

Rare migrant; 90 previous records (86 in spring and four in autumn). Most
currently unraced, although at least 15 thought to be ‘Eastern Subalpine
Warbler’S.c.cantillans/albistriata

‘Eastern Subalpine Warbler’ S.ccantillans/albistriata
In the best year for this subspecies since 2011, a female was on heathland near the Mast on 8th
May, whilst a male was in South Naaversgill on 10th May.



Plate 74. ‘Western Subalpine Warbler’, Easter Lother, 10th May 2016. © Lee Gregory

‘Western Subalpine Warbler” S.c.iberiae/inornata

A remarkably concentrated arrival of Subalpine Warblers saw two of this subspecies trapped on 9th
May, with a male in the Plantation (which was later heard singing at the Obs) and a female in the
Gully. The next day there were two unringed females, with singles at Utra and Easter Lother. None
of the females were heard to call or were subject to DNA analysis, so they should probably be best
considered as ‘Western Subalpine’ or Moltoni's Subalpine Warbler, although whilst the taxonomic
status of the ‘subalpine warbler' complex is still being reviewed, they will feature as ‘Western
Subalpine Warblers' in the FIBO statistics.

Unidentified Subalpine Warbler
An unraced female seen very briefly at Lower Stoneybrek during the evening of 10th May was
presumed to relate to one of the birds seen elsewhere on the island in the preceding couple of days.

Figure 2. Annual occurrences of Subalpine Warblers on Fair Isle, showing race where known. Note the regular
occurrence of this species on Fair Isle, with a recent surge of records. Most previous records are unraced, whilst
some of those currently accepted as ‘showing the characteristics of” one of the subspecies could change as the
result of any future BBRC review, although several of the recent records have been confirmed using DNA analysis.
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Whitethroat Sylvia communis

Frequent spring migrant, less common in autumn

One on the heather near the Single Dyke on 10th April was the earliest-ever Fair Isle record,
beating the previous record of one on 11th April in an unspecified year prior to 1959. The next
was not until the more expected date of 5th May, with a rapid increase seeing a good count of
19 present on 9th—10th. Numbers dropped to single figures after 14th, other than a small arrival
that saw ten present on 19th, with up to two remaining until 30th May. A late spring bird was
present on 18th—23rd June and was joined by a second on 22nd. One was at the Obs on 27th
July, with autumn passage otherwise falling between 19th August to 2nd October, when there
were regular records, but with a peak of just five on 20th August.

*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata

Scarce autumn migrant; 91 previous records (between 4th September and
Ist November)

A good year for this quintessential Fair Isle rarity; another four records brought the total in the last five
years to 14 birds and maintained the isle’s record as the top site in the United Kingdom for this streaky
Siberian scuttler. The first was in Field Ditch on 13th September, the earliest arrival date since 2002.
The second was a remarkably confiding bird in the roadside ditch at Dumlin’s Sink on 21st September,
which allowed approach down to a few centimetres at times. A more skulking bird was trapped in Kirki
Mire on 26th September, where it was found to be carrying good fat reserves and weighing an
impressive 12.4 grams, suggesting it had either arrived earlier in the month or had only made a short
journey to Fair Isle. The final bird of the year was on 2nd October at Shirva before making the short
journey to Midway, where it remained until 4th, often feeding inside one of the outhouses.

Plate 75. Lanceolated Warbler, Dumlin’s Sink, 21st September 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia

Regular spring and autumn migrant

Spring passage was quiet, with single sightings on four dates from 6th—11th May. Autumn passage
was more protracted but was still relatively poor, with records on 23rd and 28th August, 12th and
24th September and 4th and 8th October.

*Booted Warbler Iduna caligata

Vagrant, 14 previous records, all in autumn (late August to early October)
One located feeding in the grassy roadside verge at Brecks on 28th August was the fourth
consecutive occurrence for this month, which is now level with September as the best month to find
the species on Fair Isle with seven records apiece. It moved to Meadow Burn the following day and
remained in that general area until 6th September.

Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina

Regular spring and autumn migrant

A quiet spring saw three records: 18th, 21st-22nd and 30th May. Autumn was better, with the first on
15th—23rd August and another on 20th. Two arrived on 26th August, with one remaining until 28th
when it was joined by a further three birds. The next arrival saw two on 4th September, with one still
present the following day and another on 11th—12th September. By far the latest-ever Fair Isle record was
one at Chalet on 20th October, the 11th of the autumn, making it the best autumn passage since 1997.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Frequent migrant, commonest in spring, has bred (2010)

For the second consecutive year the species debuted on 5th May (when two were seen) a relatively
late arrival date. Numbers increased to six on 7th May and then ten on 10th. There were then regular
sightings until 6th June, usually of up to three, but including a further slight peak of six on 23rd May,
before the last of the spring on 13th June. Autumn passage was quiet, with two from 22nd August
until 3rd September and late birds on 22nd September and 3rd October.

*Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola

Vagrant, 24 previous records, 18 in autumn (15 September, three October)
and six in spring (May and June, one lingering until July)

The fifth consecutive year of occurrence saw one found in the Walli Burn on 28th September which
moved to Upper Stoneybrek the following day. Late September remains by far the peak time for
occurrences of this delicate Acro”.
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*Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum

Rare migrant; 42 previous records, 29 in autumn (August-October) and 13
in spring (May-June)

Although there had been spring records in five of the six previous years, all three of 2016's birds
were found in the autumn. One showed well in Mid Geo on the early date of 28th August (the
only two previous August records both occurred in 2014), one was found near the Haven on
2nd October, which was later trapped when it made its way to the Obs garden. Another was also
trapped at the Obs on 6th October.

Figure 3. Annual and seasonal occurrences of Blyth’s Reed Warbler on Fair Isle (note: there were also six
autumn records during 1910-1928).
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Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris

Scarce spring migrant, rare in autumn

The quietest spring since 2010 began with a bird on the Hill Dyke on the typical date of 31st
May, followed by two on 4th June and further individuals on 6th and 10th June (the latter having
been ringed on North Ronaldsay six days previously). One at Schoolton on 29th—30th August
was a typical autumn showing.

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus

Regular migrant, more common in autumn

A protracted spring migration began with one on 6th—11th May, which was joined by a second on
9th, another single on 24th—27th May, then two on 21st—22nd June, including a singing bird at the
Obs on the latter date that remained until 23rd. Autumn passage began on 17th August, then five
arrived on 20th August, with up to five recorded daily from 22nd—28th August. There were then
records on 12 dates from 31st August to 22nd September, all of singles apart from two on 15th
September. Later birds occurred on 3rd, 10th and 16th October.

Plate 76 a-d (opposite). Acrocephalus warblers: a) Marsh Warbler, Springfield, 4th June 2016. © Lee Gregory.
b) Blyth's Reed Warbler, South Haven, 2nd October 2016. © Lee Gregory. c) Paddyfield Warbler, Walli Burn, 28th
September 2016. © Steve Arlow. d) Reed Warbler, Schoolton, 22nd August 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Plate 77. Waxwing, Obs, 24th October 2016. © Steve Arlow

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus

Scarce but irruptive autumn migrant, scarce in spring and rare in winter

A firstsummer male at the Obs on 7th April was unusual given the lack of birds in the United
Kingdom during the previous winter. Autumn passage was the best since 2012 and began with two
on 15th October. Two on 19th October built up to ten by 23rd October, with one remaining until
3rd November. Five were then present on 7th—8th November with one remaining the following day
and one was trapped at the Obs on 19th November.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Endemic race ‘Fair Isle Wren’T.t.fridariensis resident in small numbers. Other
races probably occur as rare spring and autumn migrants

The first singing birds were not noted until 10th March, when individuals were heard in the Haven
and South Harbour. Mapping singing birds in the spring and early summer produced a minimum
of 34 apparently occupied territories, a decrease of nine on the 2015 population, although still a
decent total. The first fledged youngsters were seen at Shaldi Cliff on the late date of 13th June
(recent years have seen the first fledglings noted from 2nd-10th June). The species is not
counted on census, but it was apparent in mid- to late October that good numbers of migrants
were moving through. The only attempt at a count produced 42 on 24th October, although it was



thought that numbers had perhaps been double that in the preceding week. It is interesting to
note that the last time the species was counted regularly during autumn census was the early
2000s (during which time the breeding population was 21-34 territories), when October counts
were typically 10-20 (although 40 were logged on 13th October 2000).

Figure 4. Monthly totals of Wrens ringed on Fair Isle 2012-2016. Most years see a spike in August (presumably
as youngsters fledge and move into the trapping areas and Obs garden), along with a smaller peak in October
(either involving migrants or perhaps birds relocating on the island). 2016 was notable for the much larger than
usual number ringed in October, despite catches in other months being consistent with recent years. This
suggests that migrants were involved, with biometrics and some plumage features amongst trapped birds
apparently supporting this idea.
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Starling Sturnus vulgaris

Resident, breeds in moderate numbers, also common spring and autumn
migrant

As usual, the species was present throughout the year, with large numbers breeding, although no
counts were made. The breeding season was somewhat earlier than the previous year, with the first
eggs noted as hatching on 17th May and the first fledged youngsters seen on 6th June (eight days
earlier than 2015); a juvenile seen on 29th May had presumably arrived from outside the isle. In
comparison to 2015, a sample of 59 monitored nests produced a clutch size that was 0.08 larger
(4.61 eggs per clutch), similar hatching success (86.6%), and a fledging success (87.8%) and
overall breeding success (76.1%) that were both around four per cent higher.

Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus

Rare migrant; 44 previous individuals, with 11 in spring (May-June), ten in
summer and 23 in autumn (August-November)

A juvenile showed very well at the Obs as it visited feeders in the gardens from 31st August until
2nd September. This species has now been recorded in three consecutive years, after only one
occurrence in the five years prior to that, and this was the earliest arriving juvenile since 1968.



Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

The first was on 5th April and there were then almost daily sightings to the end of the month,
peaking at five on 16th April. Three on 9th May was the next arrival, with sightings then regular until
the end of the month. Whilst they mostly involved a couple of lingering birds, there was another
peak of ten on 19th—20th. A male in full song on the Hill Dyke on 23rd was a pleasant experience,
but it remained for just one day, with the last sighting of the spring occurring at Ditfield on 6th June.
A quiet autumn passage opened with singles on 21st and 28th September. There were then up to
three from 4th—7th October and daily sightings from 12th—18th October that peaked at six on 15th.

Plate 78. Ring Ouzel, North Park, 20th May 2016. © Lee Gregory

Blackbird Turdus merula

Common spring and autumn migrant, small numbers overwinter; has bred
(last recorded 2014)

There were at least 20 in the first winter period, with occasional slight increases likely to involve
some new arrivals. Ringing records showed that at least some birds were overwintering, with a
female and male present from 25th November 2015 until 19th and 23rd March respectively at least
(during which time the the female increased its weight from 72.6 g t0110.6 g and the male from
74.1g to 100 g). Spring passage was noted from mid-March, although it was light, with the highest
numbers in mid-April, peaking at 53 on 14th. There were single-figure counts throughout May and
occasional new migrants until 19th June, with a female (that had been ringed on the isle on 2nd
March) summering. There were occasional migrants from 18th September then numbers gradually
increased throughout October, with the main period of arrival in mid-month that saw a peak of 440
on 15th, then a fall in numbers before another increase to 338 on 30th. Numbers declined rapidly
in November and there were generally less than 30 remaining during the winter.



Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

Common spring and autumn migrant, often overwinters
Around 20 were present at the start of the
year, with an increase in thrush numbers
bringing at least 50 on 7th February. Spring
passage was most marked from late March,
rising to a peak of 79 on 5th April. After
17th April there were no counts higher than
five other than 22 on 2nd May, with 18
remaining the following day, and the last of
the spring was on 29th May. Up to two
from 18th—27th August were not unusually
early, although there were no more until a
trickle from 25th September. Numbers
were slow to increase, although from 13th
October counts rarely dipped below 200,
with a peak of 325 on 18th, followed by the
year's highest count of 347 on 30th. No | : _ -
more than 50 were recorded in November, piate 79. Fieldfare, Barkland, 28th October 2016.
with generally around ten in December. © lan Andrews

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos

Common spring and autumn migrant, sometimes overwinters; has bred
(last recorded 1926)

At least two were present in the first winter period, with light spring passage from mid-March seeing
numbers rising slowly to 48 on 10th—13th April. After 17th April there were up to five until 11th June,
including one singing at the Obs on 4th May. Birds were present daily from 14th September until
9th November, with waves of migrants seeing high counts of 169 on 5th, 301 on 15th and 231 on
18th October. There were a few records from the latter part of the year, with up to five overwintering.

Redwing Turdus iliacus

Common spring and autumn migrant, sometimes overwinters; has bred (1935)
Although up to 25 were recorded early in the year, counts had dropped to less than ten by the start
of March. Light passage was noted from the end of the month, with daily records in April peaking at
44 on 4th. There were still four in early May, with two birds remaining throughout the summer. Both
probably lingered due to run-ins with predators leaving them damaged, although one (of the
Icelandic race T.i.coburni) recovered enough to be regularly heard singing in the Parks throughout
the summer. Sightings of one or two throughout September probably referred to these birds, with
the first migrants arriving on 2nd October, when 133 were counted. Numbers increased to 458 on
6th October, then fluctuated before rising to a peak of 1,401 on 18th October. Numbers were then
between around 350 and 650, other than another arrival of 878 on 26th October. Although there
were still 103 on 4th November, the rest of the year saw no more than 38 recorded.



92

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus

Regular spring and autumn migrant

There were up to three on four dates between 4th and 11th April, with the only other spring record
on 30th April. Autumn passage was restricted to 5th—30th October, with almost daily records of
between one and four, other than 11 on 16th, which was the highest-ever autumn count (beating
the previous record of six).

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Spring arrival was remarkably consistent with recent years (the species has arrived between 7th and
9th May annually since 2011), with 11 on 9th May the first of the year. Numbers increased to 16 on
11th May, with between one and five recorded regularly until 14th June. Sightings between 20th
August and 19th September peaked at just three on 23rd August and involved perhaps as few as
eight individuals. One around Troila Geo then Hill Dyke on 9th—13th October was the last of the year
and the latest record since 1987.

Robin Erithacus rubecula

Common spring and autumn migrant, often overwinters in small numbers
Only a couple were seen in the first winter period, with spring passage occurring from 30th March.
Numbers rose throughout April, with an early peak of 51 on 6th, then climbed again to the spring
peak of 117 on 13th April, with counts declining rapidly shortly afterwards and the last few moving
through in early May. For the fifth consecutive year, birds summered on the island, with at least three
present, although again there were no signs of any breeding attempts. A few new birds were
recorded from mid-September, although numbers didn't reach double figures until 4th October,
rising to 50 on 9th, 84 on 13th, 148 on 17th and the year's peak of 219 the following day. Numbers
remained high until early November, with decent numbers remaining throughout the month, e.g. 17
still in the north on 27th. At least half a dozen birds remained throughout December; one of them
had been, intriguingly, ringed on the isle on 17th September, in the first small arrival of just six birds.

*Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos

Rare migrant; 54 previous records, 45 in spring (April-July) and nine in
autumn (August-October)

Recorded for the second consecutive year, when one on 11th May was in North Gunnawark before
working its way down the Hill Dyke.

Bluethroat Luscinia svecica

Regular migrant, commonest in spring and scarce in autumn
A female on 7th May was a slightly earlier arrival date than usual and it preceded daily records until
24th May, with numbers rising to three on 8th, four on 10th—12th then a drop before four were again



recorded on 20th. After a couple of quieter days, six were present on 23rd, the highest day count since
2009. Further records followed on 26th and 30th May and 6th June, bringing the spring total to an
estimated 22 birds. The difficulties of gauging exact numbers can be illustrated by a record of a male
on the tip of Lerness on 10th May, which would have been assumed to have been a new arrival, were
it not for the fact it was wearing a ring and was therefore presumably the bird trapped at the Obs on
8th. However, a male in exactly the same spot on Lermness on 12th, which was initially assumed to be
the same bird, was found on closer inspection to be unringed! One at Shirva on 17th September was
followed by another on 20th, which lingered until 3rd October, during which time there was another
on 22nd—23rd, with three in total on the latter date and another on 2nd October. There were further
individuals on 4th and 8th—9th October, bringing the autumn total to seven individuals.

*Siberian Rubythroat Calliope calliope

Vagrant; six previous records, all in October

An unexpected record involved a male along the roadside between Lower Stoneybrek and Stackhoull
on 18th November. Comfortably the latest record for Fair Isle (and the United Kingdom), it was,
sadly, seen only briefly by the finder and could not be relocated.

*Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus

Vagrant; 12 previous records, most in September and October with one in
March-April

The species was recorded for the third consecutive year, beginning on 2nd October with a bright
individual in Dog Geo. A duller-looking bird was in Gunnawark on 6th—7th October before another
provided a reward for the assistant warden who made it to the very top of Ward Hill on 12th October
and was watched as it fed amongst the ruins of the old radar station. What was initially assumed to
be the same bird moving down the isle was found the following day in South Raeva and Hjukni
Geo, although photographs showed plumage differences between it and the Ward Hill bird. Four
records made this the best year for this species on Fair Isle, beating the three recorded in 2010.
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Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva

Rare in spring (35 previous
records), scarce autumn migrant

One in Hesti Geo on 13th May was the fifth
spring record in the last five years, although the
first adult male in that time. Two on 21st
September were the first of the autumn, with
one the following day probably a new bird. The
next arrival was a rather impressive one, with
four on 2nd October and there were then new
birds on 4th and 5th October, whilst the last of
\ the year roamed the dliffs in the area of the

Plate 81. Red-breasted Flycatcher, Lower Stoneybrek, 2nd Raevas during 12th—15th October.
October 2016. © Steve Arlow

*Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis

Vagrant; six previous records, five in spring, one in autumn

A female at Field on 23rd May was generally elusive as it ranged along fences over a wide area and
often vanished, although at times it was possible to get reasonable views and, crucially, photographs
in flight that showed the exact wing pattern. It was the fourth record since 2011 and second female in
that time; the first record in October 1986 was a first-winter bird, the others have all been spring males.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Two on 9th May were the first of the year, with numbers increasing to eight on 11th, then up to two
on seven more dates until 28th May. One at Gunglesund on 16th August was a typical date for the
commencement of autumn passage, with daily sightings then occurring until 6th September. During
that time, there were peaks of 11 on 20th, 19 on 26th (the highest autumn count since 2010) and
18 on 28th August and 11 on 5th September. There were records on ten more dates in September,
peaking at five on 20th—-21st, and then up to three until the last on 5th October.

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros

Regular spring migrant, scarce in autumn

This is often one of the first migrants to arrive and there were early singles on 19th, 26th and 30th
March. An impressive spring passage saw almost daily records from 4th—28th April, with an arrival
in mid-month seeing numbers peak at ten on 13th, the highest-ever count for Fair Isle. During that
time, an adult male was at Aesterhoull from 5th—28th and was often associating with a female for
around a week at the beginning of that period, although there was no suggestion of any breeding
activity taking place. There were up to four on eight dates in May, then late spring migrants on 11th—
13th and 25th June. Sightings from scattered locations on 20th, 22nd and 31st July and 2nd and
4th August probably all referred to one bird; the first July record since 2007. New migrants occurred
on 28th August and 4th September, then one lingered around Ditfield from 14th September until
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at least 8th October. Four arrived on 18th October, with one remaining until 31st, with the last of a
good year for this species at Quoy on 8th November.

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

One on 10th—12th April was the earliest in FIBO history, and possibly the earliest record for Fair Isle
(there is some doubt whether pre-FIBO records from 4th and 9th April may refer to Black Redstart).
There were then none until birds on 2nd—4th and 6th May and daily sightings from 8th—22nd May,
which rose to a peak of 15 on 11th then, after counts dwindled to single figures, increased again to
11 on 15th. Autumn passage was poor, with records on 22 days between 20th August and 16th
October, but with no more than two recorded on any date.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

The first was at Utra on the late date of 8th May, with up to three recorded regularly until 22nd May and
with the last of a quiet spring on 27th May. Two on 19th August increased to ten by 22nd, with sightings
then virtually daily until 15th October. Other than a brief flurry around mid-September, which saw a peak
of ten on 18th, all other counts were less than five in a generally quiet autumn for the species.

*Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus

Vagrant; 42 previous records, most in
autumn (13 in September, 23 in October
and three in November) and three in
spring (April and May). One ‘Caspian
Stonechat’ S.m.variegatus (April 2014),
with all other records accepted as
S.m.maurus/stejnegeri, although most
thought to refer to S.m.maurus

One was at Shirva from 14th—16th October, with
another in South Harbour from 16th—31st October. .
The latter bird was considered a candidate for o
S.m.stejnegeri but was trapped on 19th October and o "':
DNA analySiS Proved it to be S.m.maurus. Two in an Plate 82. Siberian St-onechat, South arbour, 23rd
autumn is the best showing in this season since 1993.  October 2016. © Brendan Doe

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola

Scarce spring and autumn migrant

A male on 14th March was joined by a female the following day, with April records consisting of three
on 5th (with one remaining until the following day), one on 10th, two on 12th and another on 14th,
whilst in May there was a female on 9th and 11th, which concluded a good spring passage. Autumn
was quieter though, with one on 2nd—4th October and one killed by a cat on 16th October.



Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe

Common spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

The first was a classic in terms of date and location with one on 30th March in Homisdale. There were
no more until 13 on 4th April after which sightings were daily throughout the spring. Numbers rose to
68 by 15th, then a sudden influx on 20th brought 235, after which numbers tailed off to less than 100,
until another increase to 206 on 29th April. Although numbers in May fluctuated, they were generally
around 200 during the early part of the month, rising to a peak of 253 on 20th, then tailing off to
generally 70-100 as June approached and birds got on with breeding. The first fledged youngsters were
noticed from 19th June (an average date). Autumn passage was evident on 16th August, when 253
were present, with September seeing counts generally less than 150, although there were influxes of
227 (2nd) and 232 (14th). From 23rd September there were no more than 56 other than 134 on 28th
(largely consisting of ‘Greenland Wheatears' O.0.0enanthe) and in October numbers rapidly dwindled,
although a few moved through late, with the last of the year on 4th November.
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*Siberian Accentor Prunella montanella

Vagrant; no previous records

Although long-predicted as Fair Isle’s next potential addition to the British list, one found at Troila Geo
on 20th October was actually the sixth for Britain despite occurring just 11 days after the first for the
country was found in Shetland! It was present for around four and a half hours, during which time it
moved to the top of the geo and showed very well, before heading inland and not being seen again.
The greyish tones to the ear coverts suggested it may have been a female, although age and sex are
not really ascertainable in the field. On 22nd October, a new individual was found in Kirn
o'Scroo. This bird, which could be elusive at times as it largely stuck to feeding in the lower
recesses of the vegetated areas of the Kirn, showed more solidly black ear coverts, amongst
other plumage differences and remained in the same location for the day. These records
occurred during a remarkable and unprecedented influx of this stripy dunnock, which saw over
200 individuals recorded in western Europe during the autumn. A full write-up of these sightings
can be found on pages 150-155.



Dunnock Prunella modularis

Frequent spring and autumn migrant; has bred twice (1973 and 1993)

An early migrant was present from 18th March, with numbers rising to four by the end of the
month. There were regular sightings throughout April until 11th May, with a couple of waves of
migrants bringing 15 on 5th and 24 on 11th April. There were three more sightings during May,
with the last of the spring on 7th June. The first autumn migrant was early, arriving on 4th
September, and there were sightings on nine more dates during the month, all singles apart
from two on 5th. October sightings were almost daily from 6th, rising to a peak of 16 on 18th
and the last of the year was present on 4th November.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Resident, breeds in small numbers

Counts in the spring were slightly lower than in recent years, with around 22-30 pairs thought to
be present. It appeared to be a good breeding season, with a count of 130 on 3rd September being
the highest since 2011. Of particular interest was the high number ringed - 135 representing the
second-highest-ever ringing total for Fair Isle (bettered only by 156 ringed in 1949, at a time when
the breeding population was estimated to be between 50 and 100 pairs). The high September
count, coupled with a large catch of juveniles in August, suggested a good breeding season, but of
particular interest was the large number trapped in October, especially as one of these was
confirmed as having been ringed on Orkney in the summer, suggesting that some of the numbers
present later in the autumn may have been as a result of immigration.

Figure 5. Monthly totals of House Sparrows ringed on Fair Isle since 2011. Note that there is generally a peak
in July and August (or sometimes September) as fledged youngsters make their way into the traps and nets,
but the large spike in birds caught in October 2016 is unusual.
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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Scarce spring and autumn migrant; formerly rare and irreqular breeder (last
recorded 1972)

After the impressive spring passage of 2015, things were a lot quieter this year. Two were recorded
on 6th May, one of which lingered until 9th, making it the quietest year since 2009.
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Plate 84. ‘Blue-headed Wagtail’, South Haven, 9th May 2016. © Lee Gregory

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava

Regular spring and autumn migrant; has attempted to breed once
(M fflavissima in 7981)

“Yellow Wagtail® /.1 flavissima

A male in the Walli Burn on 6th May was the first flava wagtail of the spring, a late arrival date,
and was probably the same as the one in South Harbour on 8th—9th, the only confirmed record
of this subspecies during the year.

‘Blue-headed Wagtail’ V.fflava
A male was in the Haven on 8th—10th May, with another male from 16th—18th, a female on 18th—
19th May and one in the Wirvie Burn on 4th June.

‘Grey-headed Wagtail’ \/.fthunbergi

A male was in the Haven on 9th—12th May, with presumably the same bird at Schoolton on 13th
and a new male in the Meadow Burn on 18th May (the Sth and 18th were days with a total of three
flava wagtails present, which was the spring peak). A female was present from 29th May until 3rd
June at various locations around the island and a late male was at Kirn o’ Skroo on 20th June.
Autumn flava wagtails are generally not safely assigned to specific taxa, but a female at various
locations from 18th—26th August appeared to belong to this subspecies.

Unidentified flava wagtail

Scattered sightings during the spring probably involved individuals already covered above, on days
when they were only seen briefly. In the autumn, there were records from 21st—29th August
(including two on 26th, when a total of three flava wagtails was present, the peak autumn count),
7th—10th and 22nd-26th September, 2nd October and 7th—14th October (with two present on
11th), all of which were thought to refer to ‘western’ birds.

Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report for 2016



*Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola

Scarce migrant; 75 previous records, 72 in autumn (August-October) and
three in spring

A mobile bird was found in the Meadow Burn area on 13th September before moving to Da Water.
After 13 birds were recorded during 2011-2013, this was just the third since then.

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Scarce spring and autumn migrant, has bred twice (1950 and 1989)

Spring migration began with birds present on 16 dates between 29th March and 27th April, usually
one or two, but with a peak of four on 11th April. After one on 15th May there was one on the 22nd,
with two the following day and then regular sightings of a male in the Gully until 14th June, although
the late nature of the stay may have had more to do with missing flight feathers on one wing that
any serious attempt to hold territory. One on 27th August was an early date for the first autumn
migrant, with another on 3rd September. From 19th September birds were present regularly, with up
to two until the end of month. Numbers built to four by 2nd October, with counts then dropping
again until the year's peak of six on 20th October, with then up to two lingering until 5th November.

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba

‘Pied Wagtail’ V.a.yarrelli

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, breeds in small numbers

A male from 25th January until 6th March (when it was found dead at Quoy) was comfortably the
earliest-ever alba wagtail for Fair Isle, the previous record being 20th February 2003. Migrants were first
noted from 14th March and numbers built slowly through the month. The highest count in April was
17 (on 15th, with the 26 alba wagtails recorded on this date and the previous day the highest alba
counts for the spring) and by mid-May most Pied Wagtails remaining were probably summering birds.
Another good breeding season saw eight nesting attempts, with territories held at Easter Lother,
Dronger, Lerness, Hesswalls, Furse, North Light, North Haven and Hesti Geo, with the latter three all
confirmed as fledging young. Food was first noted being carried on 29th May (on Dronger) and the
first fledged chicks were seen at North Light on 11th June. Autumn passage was light, with a maximum
of 20 on 30th August, with numbers gradually dwindling until the last three on 22nd October.

‘White Wagtail’ M.a.alba

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, formerly bred occasionally, but last pure alba pair bred
in 1986, although occasional mixed pairings have been recorded since

There were four on 4th April, with regular records to the end of the May, peaking at just ten on 6th and
12th May. There were occasional records in June and July, possibly relating to a summering individual.
Autumn passage was noted from 14th August and built dramatically at the end of the month to 106 on
30th (of a total of 151 alba wagtails, which was also the highest alba count of the year). Passage
continued strongly in early September with high counts including 92 on 4th and 73 on 7th (of a total
alba count of 110 and 119 respectively), but tailed off after mid-month. There were generally less than
20 by October, with the last lingering until the 23rd October (a day later than the last ‘Pied Wagtail').



Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi

Scarce autumn migrant, vagrant in spring (five spring records, all in May)
One on Brecks on 4th—5th June was the latest-ever spring sighting for Fair Isle. Autumn was
relatively quiet, with singles on 25th and 29th September, with then two arriving on 3rd October,
one of which remained until 6th.

*Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni

Scarce migrant; 104 previous records, 102 in autumn and two in spring
One was at the Obs during the morning of 23rd September before flying south and not being seen
again. The second of the autumn was at Field Ditch on 4th October, with what was assumed to be
the same bird then relocated at Shirva and the Raevas on 6th, where it remained until 18th October
(although it was missing during 9th—11th October). During that time, one was found on Dronger,
which then relocated to Lerness where it often showed well at times during 7th—12th October. The
fourth of the year was in the Chalet area on 14th—20th October.

Plate 85. Olive-backed Pipit, Shirva, 18th October 2016. © Steve Arlow

*Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi

Rare autumn migrant; 43 previous records, all in September or October

One at Shirva on 2nd October was found in the same location as the previous record in 2012.
Although initially elusive, it was seen daily in the area until 6th, moving to Hjukni Geo on 5th and
Lower Stoneybrek on 6th, where it remained in the garden until 20th October, often showing well.



Figure 6. Annual occurrences of Pechora Pipit on Fair Isle and elsewhere in the United Kingdom. Unusually,
there is a decreasing frequency of records on Fair Isle (since the peak time from the late 1980s until the early
2000s), despite the species still occurring at a consistent rate overall throughout the country; this is one of the
very few species to show this pattern of records.
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Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

Regular spring and autumn migrant

One on 10th April was a record earliest arrival date (the previous being 14th April), with other
records during the month on 13th, 29th (two) and 30th. There were four on 2nd May then daily
records from 4th—26th May, with peaks in numbers that indicated fresh arrivals during that time of
nine on 9th May, eight on 15th May and seven on 22nd May, with the last of the spring on 5th—
6th June. Autumn passage began with daily census records from 18th August to 10th September,
peaking at eight on 20th and 23rd and ten on 28th August, with the only arrival in September during
that period involving six on 5th. There were then scattered sightings of singles to the end of the
month, and three on 19th, then late records on 2nd and 11th October.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis

Common spring and autumn migrant; breeds in small numbers

One on st January suggested small numbers may have overwintered. Spring passage was noted
from 16th March, when two were seen coming in off the sea at South Light. Numbers increased
rapidly, with 204 present by 29th March. Counts fluctuated between 100 and 250 during April and
an increase towards the end of the month saw a spring peak of 367 on 2nd May, although after the
first week of the month there were generally less than 150. As birds either passed through or settled
down to incubate, counts decreased further and the first chicks fledged on 10th June (five days
earlier than 2015). Passage was evident from late August, with a rapid increase seeing numbers rise
from less than 200 until 26th to 702 on 29th. Numbers continued to rise in early September, with
large numbers often seen on visible migration, and a peak of 1,112 on 3rd. Counts remained around
700-950 until mid-month when a decrease was noted, although another surge at the end of the
month saw 964 on 28th. Numbers continued to fall throughout October, although there was a peak
of 669 on 12th and over 180 remained at the end of the month. The milder winter conditions saw
small numbers scattered across the island, and there were no counts in double figures after mid-
November, but a full island census would probably have recorded higher numbers.



*Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus

Rare migrant, 82 previous records; 48 in spring (most in May, but ten in June)
and 34 in autumn (most in September, but 11 in October and one in August)
The first spring record since 2010 involved a dowdy bird,
presumably a female, on Meoness on 14th May whilst a fine male
was singing from the road at Charlie’s Trees on 22nd May, making
it the best spring for this species since the record-breaking year of
1992. It was also a good autumn, with another dingy individual
around the Walli Burn on 18th September, an adult at Shirva on
2nd October and then a first-winter bird in the Wirvie Burn on
10th October, which was presumed to be the same individual
seen and heard as it flew over Boini Mire and Shirva the following

Plate 86. Red-throated Pipit, Walli Burn, day. Another adult was then seen near Busta on 14th October,

18th September 2016. © Lee Gregory completing a record-breaking autumn.
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Figure 7. Annual and seasonal occurrences of Red-throated Pipit on Fair Isle.
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Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus

Resident, breeds in small numbers, also frequent spring and autumn migrant
There were no counts in the early part of the year, with the most notable records being of birds at
sea heading north past the Good Shepherd IV in early March and one perching on the Obs hanging
feeders to get seed on 13th March. The highest count in the spring was 123 on 6th April, although
numbers were generally around the 65 mark for the rest of the month. Counts increased to just over
100 in early May and again to similar numbers from the third week of the month, times when the
presence of ‘Scandinavian Rock Pipits' showed passage was taking place. A minimum of 50
territories was noted, although estimating likely territories in the less well covered stretches of coast
would suggest a minimum of 70—-80 breeding pairs. The first fledglings were noted on 11th June, a
fairly typical date. Census counts again showed a peak in late August, with the highest count of the
year of 193 recorded on 19th. Numbers gradually dwindled through most of September, although
there was a slight flurry towards the end of the month, then counts in most of October were
generally between 55—80. The presence of 31 in the North census area alone on 27th November
suggested that numbers probably remained in the 50-80 region throughout the winter.



‘Scandinavian Rock Pipit’ A.p./ittoralis

Scarce spring passage migrant, occasionally recorded holding territory in the summer.
Records at other times of year likely to be overlooked due to identification difficulties

A series of scattered records occurred throughout the spring with singles noted on 10th, 19th and
29th April and 8th, 20th, 25th and 27th May. Unlike 2015, there was no hint of any breeding
attempts, although the bird on 20th May was singing at North Ramnigeo.

Figure 8. Rock Pipit counts on Fair Isle 2011-2016, plotted using a seven-day average of census counts. The
reason for the large increase in counts in the last three years is not clear, although could perhaps be due to
counting techniques. What is clear is the consistent notable peak of numbers in late August.
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Brambling Fringilla montifringilla

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Spring passage saw almost daily sightings from 2nd April until 20th May, with counts mostly in single
figures, other than an arrival during mid-April that peaked at 36 on 11th. Four on 28th August were
extraordinarily early, with the only other August records occurring in 1966. The next records were up
to two on the more expected dates of 22nd—25th September. There then followed daily records from
2nd-31st October, with numbers rising to 123 by 13th and 137 by 16th, although there were less
than 100 present from 18th onwards. Just a couple remained into November, with the last on 17th.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

After a male on 12th—16th March, there were regular records from 24th March, rising to six by
the end of the month as the species was seen virtually daily until the end of April. The peak
number during that period was eight on 4th April, with most counts of between one and four,
although 25 were ringed during this time showing that there was a reasonable turnover of
individuals. Sightings of up to two from 6th—14th May were followed by a lingering bird until
27th May. Autumn passage began fairly early, with between one and four recorded on 18 dates
from 5th September until the month's end. Daily October records were generally in low single
figures, with a mid-month arrival seeing a peak of 14 recorded on 17th. There were still three in
early November, with the last of the year recorded on 24th November.
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Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Scarce spring and autumn migrant; 111 records of 126 individuals
A very good spring showing saw seven birds
recorded: a female at Haa on 5th—7th April, a
new female at the Obs on 7th—10th April, a
male at Hesti Geo on 12th April, a male at the
Obs on 27th April, a female at the Obs on 30th
April to 4th May, one at Burkle on 9th May and
a roaming female on 13th—18th May. Autumn
was also very good, with four records in October:
a first-winter female on 13th—19th, an adult male
on 19th—20th, a female on 26th and a male on
27th, before a fifth of the autumn involved a
male at Haa, then Burkle, on 11th—12th
November (the third latest record). A total of 12
records represents the best-ever year for Fair Isle,
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surpassing the ten in 2012 and eight in 2011. Plate 87. Hawfinch, Upper Stoneybrek, 20th October
2016. © Steve Arlow

Common Rosefinch Erythrina erythrina

Regular spring and autumn migrant

After three years with low spring numbers there were no records in that season for the first time
since 1975. The first was on 23rd—25th August, with up to two on 28th—30th August. There were
sightings on 15 dates in September, with a peak of just two on 14th and 22nd, although probably
five individuals were involved. Three arrived on 2nd October, with two still present the next day and
late individuals were at Quoy on 21st and Setter on 30th October.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring. All except one (June 2006) have
been ‘Northern Bullfinch’ P.p.pyrrhula

A male that flew north over the Double Dyke on 22nd October was relocated at the Obs and then
roamed the island until 27th October. A female at the Obs from 4th—14th November was joined by
another on 8th November, with the second bird giving a more nasal ‘trumpeting’ call than the first
individual. These records, the first since 2014, were typical in their arrival dates and the fact they
arrived as a small ‘invasion’; multiple records are the norm for this species.

Greenfinch Chloris chloris

Regular spring and autumn migrant

This species has become distinctly scarcer on Fair Isle in the last decade and, for the first time
since 1996, there were no spring records. Autumn passage was also rather light, with daily
records from 16th—31st October peaking at five on 30th, one of those lingering until 14th
November, with a new arrival on 21st November.



Linnet Linaria cannabina

Regular spring migrant, less common in autumn

The first was on 5th April, with sightings on 13 more dates during the month, peaking at just three
on 30th. May fared little better with sightings of up to two on 12 dates and the lack of turnover was
reflected by just three birds being trapped during the spring (two of which had previously been
ringed on Shetland, the other of which was then recorded breeding on Shetland, showing the source
of many of Fair Isle’s Linnets). Autumn passage began with up to two on three dates from 23rd—
28th August. The only other records were from 20th September to 7th October, when regular
sightings peaked at five on 25th September.

Twite Linaria flavirostris
Frequent spring and autumn migrant, small numbers breed and overwinter

Table 3. Maximum monthly counts of Twite on Fair Isle 2016
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
12 75 58 74 65 36 n/c 192 261 213 7 2

The count of 75 on 10th February was unusually high for the winter, although numbers in spring and
early summer were at more typical levels. As expected, several of the birds trapped in the spring were
returning individuals, having been ringed on Fair Isle in recent years. There was no formal count of
breeding birds, although it was estimated that 1020 pairs were probably present and the first fledged
youngster was noted on the typical date of 18th June. Passage peaked in mid-September, with the
year's peak of 261 occurring on 19th, with numbers declining sharply after the first week of October.

Lesser Redpoll Acanthis cabaret

Scarce migrant in spring, summer and autumn

Daily records from 5th—13th May peaked at four on 8th, with another on 22nd May in a
reasonable spring passage for this species, which seems to have become a more common
visitor to Fair Isle in recent years. Up to two were recorded on several dates from 2nd—23rd July,
with autumn passage seeing regular records from 14th September until 19th November, during
which there was a peak of five on 13th October.

Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea

‘Mealy Redpoll’ A.fflammea

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

A very quiet spring passage saw singles on 10th—15th April, 4th—5th and 23rd May and 31st
May to 1st June. Unlike many recent years, there were no summer occurrences, with no more
until records of up to two on five dates from 26th September to 9th October. A strong late-
autumn passage saw daily records from 11th October to 1st November, with the highest counts
including 59 on 13th and 58 on 18th, although numbers declined to ten or less from 20th.
Another small arrival in mid-November brought up to 13 and a couple recorded in mid-
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December may have been lingering from that group. There were no records of ‘North-western
Redpolls" A.f.rostrata/islandica for the first time since 2002.

*Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni

Rare migrant; approximately 89 previously recorded, most in autumn
(September—November) but nine in spring and has also occurred in
midsummer and winter. Although historically Coues’s is the commoner of
the two Arctic Redpoll subspecies recorded on Fair Isle, many of them have
occurred in major influx years; in the previous decade eight of the ten
accepted Arctic Redpolls have been Hornemann'’s.

‘Hornemann’s Arctic Redpoll’ Ch.hornemanni

Around 26 of the accepted records of Arctic Redpoll have been assigned to this subspecies
A large, pale redpoll seen briefly at Quoy on 7th April was then relocated at Shirva, where it fed around
the thistle patch and sheep-feeding area. It remained there until 10th before roaming more widely
around the island until 16th April. As it was more streaked than a ‘classic’ hornemanni, it was trapped to
establish the identification. The measurements and plumage features all indicated that it was the north-
western subspecies of Arctic Redpoll, with the more streaky nature of the plumage being typical of a bird
in the spring. It is the third spring record of this subspecies, following birds in April 1990 and June 2012.

Plate 88. ‘Hornemann's Arctic Redpoll’, Field, 14th April 2016. © Lee Gregory

‘Coues’s Arctic Redpoll’ Ch.exilipes

Around 53 of the accepted records of Arctic Redpoll have been assigned to this subspecies
Strong south-easterly winds in early November brought a small arrival of redpolls to the isle, with
one of these Scandinavian-breeding Arctic Redpolls found at the School Brae on 9th November,
where it was joined by a second individual on 10th, with both remaining until 11th November. One
of them was trapped to confirm the subspecific identification, with measurements ruling out
Ch.hornemanni. They represent the first accepted autumn occurrences of this subspecies since
2005, although there have been two July records since then (in 2007 and 2012).



Common Crossbill Loxia curvirostra

Irregular irruptive summer and autumn migrant
A very quiet year for this species saw one at Muckle Uri Geo on 5th—6th July, up to five during 18th—
23rd July, a single on 10th August and a male at the Obs on 30th October.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis

Regular spring and autumn migrant, has overwintered

One of the overwintering birds from 2015 (the first ever to do so on Fair Isle) remained until 4th
February. Spring passage began with one on 5th May, with then daily sightings until 12th that peaked
at five on 7th. There were further May records on 16th and 21st (two). Autumn passage begin with
an impressive ten (the third-highest island count) on 2nd October, with numbers dropping to two
by 11th October. Another four arrived on 20th October, with one still on 23rd—24th, then three more
from 30th October to 4th November and two late birds on 19th November.

Siskin Spinus spinus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant
Sightings on ten April dates from 2nd
peaked at three on 30th and probably only
involved six individuals in a quiet start to
spring passage. Things picked up in May,
with daily records from 1st—=17th, with
peaks of nine on 3rd and ten on 8th and
ringing indicated turnover during this time
(18 were ringed). Records on 11th June,
23rd June (two), 30th June to 2nd July
(two) and 23rd-28th July (two) were the
only summer records. Eleven arrived on
26th September, with one remaining until
1st October and other records in the month
involved one on 7th, daily sightings from
12th—24th, that peaked at ten during 16th—
18th, and up to four on 29th—30th, which

were the last of a relatively quiet autumn.  Plate 89. Siskin, Stackhoull, 16th October 2016. © Lee Gregory

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis

Frequent spring and autumn migrant, often overwinters

There were up to nine in the first winter period, whilst spring passage saw up to three in March, a
similar number regularly recorded through April and scattered sightings of up to three in May until
31st. One on Meoness on 8th—9th September was the first of the autumn, with regular sightings of
up to 24 from 23rd September until a larger arrival at the end of October that peaked at 139 on
30th. There were no more than 20 in November and eight in December, in a quiet end to the year.
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Lapland Bunting
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Plate 90. Lapland Bunting, Stackhoull, 1st October 2016.
© Steve Arlow

*Ortolan Bunting

Scarce spring and autumn migrant
The first spring records since 2013 involved one briefly at Barkland on 11th May, with a more cooperative
female at North Naaversgill on 21st-22nd May. One found in Gilsetter on 8th September was
presumably the same bird seen at Field on 11th and Springfield on 13th before settling at Quoy from
14th—18th September. Three records made this the best year since 2006 for this declining species.

Calcarius lapponicus

Frequent autumn migrant, less
common in spring

There was just one in the spring, at Wester Lother
on 5th May. Autumn passage was very good
though, with six on 1st September beginning a
series of virtually daily sightings for the next two
months, with numbers increasing rapidly to 53 on
10th September and a peak of 74 on 13th
September, the highest count since 2010.
Numbers started to tail off from the end of
September, with no more than 22 in October, and
then late singles on 4th, 9th and 17th November.

Emberiza hortulana

Plate 92 a-d (opposite). Pine Bunting: a) Bird 1, Quoy, 11th October 2016. © Steve Arlow. b) Bird 2, Quoy, 17th
October 2016. © Steve Arlow. c) Bird 3, Quoy, 17th October 2016. © Steve Arlow. d) Bird 4, Bull’'s Park, 24th

October 2016. © Lee Gregory
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Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

Regular spring and autumn migrant

The only spring record was a lovely male, which was trapped in the Plantation on 9th May, adding a nice
splash of colour to the pre-lunch trap round. After a few quiet years, the species had its best autumn
since 2011, with daily sightings from 13th—31st October rising to a peak of five on 16th—20th. The first
to arrive met up with the Pine Bunting that had been present for two days, and this pair seemed to drag
in others; at the peak, it was possible to see five Yellowhammers and three Pine Buntings in the Quoy
area - quite a flock! One of the Yellowhammers was a very dull female with just a few shades of yellow
about the plumage, and there must be at least the possibility that this individual had some Pine Bunting
genes in its ancestry, although it may just have been a particularly dull Yellowhammer.

*Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos

Vagrant; nine previous records, seven in October and two in November
Several eastern-breeding species enjoyed their best years in Britain, during an autumn that produced a
sustained spell of suitable weather conditions for vagrancy to the Northem Isles and east coast, one of
which was Pine Bunting, and Fair Isle fared particularly well in this arrival. The first was a first-winter female
on 11th October that was first seen in flight over Hunds Heelor, with the identification clinched when it
landed for a short while at Barkland, before it moved to Quoy. It settled in the area around Quoy and
Burkle and remained until 17th October, having been ringed on 15th October at Burkle. Remarkably, two
more females joined it on 16th October, with all three present the following day, the two unringed birds
present on 18th and one still on 19th; the first flock to be seen in the United Kingdom (although the
ringed female was generally not in the company of the unringed birds). These were the third to fifth
females to be recorded on the island. This phenomenal year was still not over though, as a male was
then present with a Yellowhammer in the Bull's Park crop strip from 22nd-26th October, with both
roosting at the Obs during this time. The male showed yellow fringes to the primaries, similar to birds
on the isle in 1980, 1995 and 2007. Needless to say, four in a year is unprecedented, although there
were two in both 1980 and 1987, suggesting the species may be prone to occasional small influxes.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus

Frequent spring and autumn migrant

Spring passage took place from the late date of 6th April, until 20th May, although the peak was just
three on 14th April and 12th May, with a late individual on 5th June. Autumn passage was concen-
trated in the period 3rd to 26th October, with a reasonable fall mid-month that peaked at 24 on
19th. After that date, two lingered to the end of October with one until 19th November.

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla

Scarce autumn migrant, rare in spring (29 previous spring records)

Another very good year for this species, with @ minimum of 13 individuals recorded in the autumn,
although with a daily presence for over six weeks, it is possible the actual number involved was higher
as some turnover may have been involved. The first was at the Obs on 13th September, with the next
at Taing then Bull's Park from 19th—22nd, a new individual (identified from plumage differences visible



in photographs) at Field on 23rd and the fourth of the month at the Obs on 27th—30th. There was then
a daily presence from 1st October to 17th November, with the lingering bird at Setter falling just two days
short of the latest-ever record for Fair Isle. A roaming bird was in the south of the island from the start of
October, another on Ward Hill on 4th, two arriving on Roskillie on 6th, with another new bird in the south
the same date (making four birds in total present that, with three still on 7th and two on 8th). By 9th
October, the two remaining birds were joined by a third, with this flock (which was largely lingering
around North Shirva) increasing to four on 10th, with three remaining to 17th and two until 25th. Another
was at Skinner's Glig on 11th—13th, with a new bird also seen on 24th.

Figure 9. Annual and seasonal occurrences of Little Bunting on Fair Isle. Note the recent surge in records.
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*Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica

Rare spring and autumn migrant; 131 previous records (67 in spring, mostly
in May and June with three in April and 64 in autumn, mostly September
and October with one in November)

A fine male at Lower Leogh on 13th May was the earliest arrival since 2005 and another was at
Utra on 27th May.

CORRECTIONS TO PREVIOUS ANNUAL REPORTS

2014 Annual Report

Jack Snipe: the picture labelled as this species in the systematic list is a Common Snipe.

Greenish Warbler: the record on 6th August was the second-earliest-ever autumn record (not the
earliest), after one on 4th August 1978

2015 Annual Report

In the article about the first Great White Egret for Fair Isle, it was speculated that Gull-billed Tern could
be amongst the next additions to the Fair Isle list. This was an error as there has, of course, been a
record of this species from the isle already (24th—29th May 1971). In faimess, the same article did
correctly predict Little Egret as the next addition to the island list!
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RINGING SUMMARY

Ciaran Hatsell

Jan Feb Mar  Apr May
Birds ringed 5 24 92 330 323
Species ringed 2 9 18 32 42

A total of 6,242 new birds of 106 species was
ringed during 2016, a reasonable amount
representing the second highest total in the last
decade. Storm Petrels accounted for over a third
of all birds ringed during the year, with 2,122
ringed. Other seabirds contributed reasonable
numbers to the overall totals, with Great Skua
numbers reaching a record high. Although it was
a reasonable year for auks, poor weather in the
peak time for ringing curtailed any activities in the
colonies, with low numbers of Guillemot and
Razorbill ringed despite good productivity.

The Helgoland traps accounted for the majority of
the passerines ringed during the year, with the
continuation of standardised trap rounds. The traps
were run at least once a day (weather permitting)
from late March until early November and the
standardised six daily trap rounds were run in the
peak migration periods (mid-April until mid-June
and mid-August until the end of October).

Ringing sub-sites at Burkle (single mist net and
walk-in trap) and Chalet (single mist net)
produced good numbers of birds. The walk-in trap
at Burkle was in use in mid-October and proved
particularly fruitful, with 40 Bramblings, a female
Pine Bunting and a Yellowhammer all trapped
over a short period. Unfortunately, the Chalet site
was less productive; it contributed just 30 birds of
eight species, with ringing activities limited there
due to the regular presence of cats.

As always, a great variety of birds were caught
during the year, including two birds added to the
Fair Isle ringing list; Common Scoter and Brent
Goose. The scoter was caught in the Walli Burn by

Jun Jul Aug  Sep Oct Nov  Dec
468 1898 1584 329 1069 116 4
24 29 36 47 48 21 4

Nick Riddiford and was in surprisingly good
condition and was released in North Haven; the
goose was caught as part of a late night ‘dazzling’
session as it fed in Kirki Geo.

There were six record annual ringing totals
achieved in 2016. The record number of Great
Skuas (516 pairs) resulted in 565 pulli being ringed
(along with one adult which was rescued from a
fence at the Obs after trying to snaffle kitchen
scraps from the garden!). The 48 Wrens ringed also
represented a record, with 28 birds caught during
October, during what appeared to be a passage of
migrants; the biometrics and small, pale
appearance of some of the birds trapped
seemingly supporting this. Continuing the upward
trend were Goldfinch, which are becoming ever
more frequent as a migrant on Fair Isle, and the
eight birds ringed bettered the record of five set in
1999. Seven Hawfinches was also a new high,
giving several people the chance to experience the
strength and power of a Hawfinch bite!

The Chiffchaff total was once again improved
upon, with 134 new birds ringed. All bar one of
the top ten best years have occurred since 2000,
seemingly reflecting a genuine increase in
numbers passing occurring on Fair Isle. It was
interesting to note the very low numbers of tristis
birds in the autumn, which often account for a
large percentage of Chiffchaff records by late
October. Also continuing a recent trend were the
six Mallards ringed, the third year in succession for
the record has been broken for this species.

Other species that recorded totals amongst the
ten best in the history of the Obs included Jack



Plate 93. Hen Harrier ‘Blue AFT’(see p124), Boini Mire,

Snipe, Woodcock (the last six years all feature in
the top nine highest ringing totals for this
species), Common Gull (reflecting a good
breeding season), Rock Dove, Goldcrest, Yellow-
browed Warbler (34; the second highest total),
Willow Warbler, Blackcap, Sedge Warbler,
Waxwing, Black Redstart, House Sparrow (135;
the highest total since 1949), Brambling, Lesser
Redpoll and Yellowhammer.

26th August 2016. © Lee Gregory

Other ringing highlights included the 3rd Pine
Bunting, 13th Siberian Stonechat (proved by DNA
analysis to belong to the subspecies Saxicola
maurus maurus), 20th Long-tailed Duck, the 21st
Pink-footed Goose, 26th and 27th Arctic Redpolls
(one of each subspecies), 26th and 27th Blyth's
Reed Warblers, 27th Greenish Warbler, 42nd
and 43rd Subalpine Warblers, 44th Lanceolated
Warbler and 46th Little Bunting.
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Some species that didn't fare so well included
Sparrowhawk (just one caught, making it the
worst year since 1968 for this species and
following on from the joint second best-ever
year in 2015; perhaps the two facts are linked?)
and a number of long-distant migrants, including
Garden Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Redstart,
Wheatear and Tree Pipit (there have only been
two of the latter species trapped in the last three
years, whereas the average in the 1970s was
over 20 per year).

Storm Petrel ringing sessions continued to be a
stand-out highlight for many guests visiting the
Observatory in the summer months. A total of
2,122 new birds were ringed, providing lots of
opportunity for guests to get involved in both
ringing and releasing these superb seabirds.

Amazingly, after an absence of three years, the
first Swinhoe's Petrel to be ringed on Fair Isle in
2013 returned! It was re-trapped on 14th August
and again on 15th, but only heard once
subsequently. It is interesting to think that this
bird will now be at least approaching breeding
age and yet still, after a three year sojourn, it has
returned to inspect Fair Isle as a potential colony.

Two colour-ringing projects continued on Fair Isle in
2016: the long-term Starling research project started
in 1980 and the Shag colour-ringing project, run by
the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology which looks
at the dispersal, survival, distribution and movement
patterns of juvenile and adult Shags. Twenty-eight
Shags (21 pulli and seven adults) were colour
ringed as part of the project.

Occasionally, the capture of a healthy bird and
examination of it in the hand is crucial for identi-
fication or trapping it is for the benefit of the bird's
welfare. During 2016 five birds were trapped for
one of these reasons: Siberian Stonechat,
Grasshopper Warbler, Lanceolated Warbler and
two Arctic Redpolls.

Storm Petrel retains its top spot for the sixth
consecutive year, with three other seabirds also
appearing in the top ten thanks to good
breeding seasons or a specific research project

in the case of Puffin. A period of sustained
easterly wind in October boosted the totals of
several typical late autumn migrants which saw
them also record decent totals.

Table 1. Ten most commonly ringed species
on Fair Isle in 2016, with species totals (2015
totals in brackets for comparison):

Species 2016
Storm Petrel 2,122 (1,076)
Great Skua 566 (188)
Starling 528 (465)
Blackbird 271 (517)
Blackcap 247 (164)
Brambling 206 (124)
Robin 202 (127)
Puffin 163 (92)
Meadow Pipit 158 (140)
Fulmar 152 (84)

&

1

Plate 94. ‘Lesser Whitethroat’ of the subspecies blythi

(confirmed by DNA),
© Ciaran Hatsell

Obs, 2nd October 2016.
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OTHER SPECIES ON THE FIBO RINGING LIST THAT
WERE NOT RINGED DURING 2016

Species

Whooper Swan
Bean Goose
White-fronted Goose
Barnacle Goose
Shelduck

Wigeon

Pintail

Shoveler

Pochard
Ring-necked Duck
Tufted Duck
Scaup

Lesser Scaup

Eider

Velvet Scoter
Goldeneye
Red-breasted Merganser
Goosander

Quail

Red-throated Diver
Swinhoe's Petrel
Cormorant

Little Grebe

Great Crested Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Marsh Harrier

Hen Harrier
Goshawk

Spotted Crake
Little Crake
Baillon's Crake
Corncrake
Moorhen

Coot

Great Bustard
Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover
Dotterel

Whimbrel

Curlew

Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed Godwit
Turnstone

Total
1948-2016

N
N

NN —= W= —=0~NN — 0 WNW

N N
g — — O

Species

Ruff

Curlew Sandpiper
Temminck's Stint
Sanderling

Purple Sandpiper
Baird's Sandpiper
Little Stint
White-rumped Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Pectoral Sandpiper
Semipalmated Sandpiper
Red-necked Phalarope
Grey Phalarope
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Spotted Redshank
Greenshank

Wood Sandpiper