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1 » Intmﬂuct iﬁn 13

At the maesting ¢of the Bird Qbaervatmviachommittee

- at York on Februsry lith lest, when the mere frequént oxchange of

information botween bird observatorics was dlscussad, the opus of
evolving gome such scheme was left with me., This ?u11e%1n is &n
effort to stort the ball roiling. It deals with intoresting
develgpmeﬁ%g at Telr Isle during the Spring migration {up to ¥ay
2th) and notes of intercet which I,nave recoived from othey bird
cbgoervetories are appended,

Other bird ohaervatorfe» which do not have o resid:
*ent directoy wlll almest certalinly fiud 1t impossitle te gruﬁuce
g periodic balietin of thisg naturc, If, however, notes of
unusual events, monthly ringing progress etc. are sent to me by
postcard, I shall 1ncorporata them in this bulletin &8 and when it
i1a fssued.

Copies uill ba distridbutad as followe: Midliothisy
Grn:th&lcgieal Club, Bpurn Pelnt, Cloy, Glbraltar Point, Lundy,
Bkokholm, Severn Wildfowl Trust, British Trust for Ornithology
{for circulatien Dr. Bruce Campbell, Miss E. P, Leach, %, B,
Alezender) and F. I. B. C. Tyust Executive Committee; alse Fayigd
Oriitthological Club (Bgyrt ) and Wisls Petersen a,bnbni, Rolsoy,
Fgoroe Islends, who are reciprocating with information on migra:
:tion in theilr own arsas,

Bxtracts from Bulletin No, 10 of the Fayid Club
are included heveowith. It 1s hoped to send out an account of the
Autumn 1949 migration in the Faerce Islends with the next isoue.

2. Iﬁhar&atlns recoyds,

I\ Black-be‘lied 3§ pper, here March 19-20th (wind .
backing from §¥. gale through SB, to HE, 5, 18/15th) heas been
reported to most bird obaervatories. 3econd record for Fair
Inle and appearently fourth for Scotlard (all Shetland),

- Tesland/
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Iceland Gullns Two near bird observatory during
Harcheiprils one only since Aprll 24th. The past winter in :
~ Shoetland hag been o guite excoptionsl one for this species.

. British Robin, One trapped April 17th was first
‘of this race to be recorded 2%t Falr Isle. Uplorimeter resdings
of mantle and breast plumage were cbialined tn entablish the
rocord.

G?assha?per‘Warhler, One was caught ina 7
portadle "éitchetrap” {see Trapping Kethods) on-May 2nd. Elghth
‘Pecord for Pair lele, third Tor Spring migration.

: Godwall. A palr ohserved ¥ay 3-5th provide
fourth Fair Isle rocord, third fer Spring migration.

Goosander. Drake, Aprll 1l-12th (found dead ond
skin yreservad 13th). Very rare in Shetland. .

3. Winter Visitors.

Chaffinch. Big movezent March 23rd {ses Spgurn
Biré Observatory) and regular 5-27th.

Erambling. [Few aid-April and during flret week

. ] ey.

Lapland Bunting. Cock birds, April 5th end from
18-30th {threce on 24th}. :

Snow Bunting, 0dd bipds throughoubt April and
fivst meak of ¥sy. : o )

Redwing. Pew, mid-April and from 22-26%h.
: Iﬁelanﬁ birds trapped April 10-11th, 25th, uuth.

_ ?ialdfare. Lhrsq,&pril 25-30thy flock of twenty,
May 1st; fLew daily %o oth. '

éonté Song~Thrush. ,Paiﬁy of fivae, April 26-29th.

Cont. Robin. Pew, April 18-19th, and again, 25-
) ggth - . ’ .

Black Rzdetart. Femals, Ray 4th.
Whooper/
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Whooper Swan.  GSix, April Brd.

Redshank. | Gonaiﬁerable marbers, April F-3thy
re&alar to end of April and odd birds gsince. :

Glancous Gﬂl&’  One agult, April #2nd.
Water Ratl. One brapped, present April 6-1lth.

4, Pummer Vigitors.
Pres Pipit. Singly, April 26tk and Kay 4th.
White Wﬁatail. rom April 26th, but few oniy.
. Pied ¥Wagtell, Merch 16-20th, April ;5;14th.
3iilcﬁuwarb1er. ﬁne‘enlﬁ, Agéii 1B8th.
Grassheppfar Werbler and Lesser Whitethrosnt. May 2¢
Ring Ousel. April 26th, 20th and May 4th.
Wheatear. From April &rd., Big influx, April
15«18th, alsy 2lgt, 28-20th, ¥ay 2nd and 4th. Few Grester
W¥hoatoars of both soxes on last two ﬁates and over twenty (mostly
femalen) May 5th.
Sepd-martin. ine, Kay lat.
House Martin, Cne, ¥ay 3&@- two, May 6th.
Swallow. First on May 2nd (April 16-17t5 in 196t

Lesger Blackbnck. First, Rpril Sth; thrae on
15th snd fiva, 16th. :

: - Great Skua. - Firat, April 5th and 14th, visiting
regularly sinco.

Arvctic Skus. Returred May 2nd, & weck behind 194
Cuillemot. Visiting ledgos siace April 6th.
Puffin. Visiting cliffs since April 1llth.
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5. Breeding Achivity.

¥oadow Pipit. First fledgling seen May S5th.’
Blackbird, Datd /4 April 15-18%h.
ﬁhag. Eirat‘agsﬁ {in twe neats) April Sth, llth.

6, BRinging Progress.

o Total for season (Fov. lst = April 30th) 520 birds
of 20 difforent species. . Gterling 224, Blgckbird 115, Skylark
27, Chaffinch 24, Robin 15, Redwing!le, Vater Rall B8,

7. Hecovery.

7 Only one since those reported in Annual Repors. .
1949 p. 18 1s of AHGTIC GKUA ringed as young, July 16th, 1049,
found dead in November at LA PALLE, West Flanders. .

Pottor Traps. Thess {Greenrig malke), baited with
corn on plough~land, caught 27 Skylarks durlog March sand dprll,
mainly 4pril 11-13th. We hope to develop thls method of catch:
ting larke, buntings end finches move fully next Winter.

Yortable ditchtiap. This, sst successfully for
the OGresshoppor Carbler, may be the answer to thoe problem of
trapplng dltch-haunting warblera. It comprises a net of 3 in,
mesh made for us Dy Cmdr. Tom Yeoman, tupported tontlike on a
woclien fromewcrk { seo rough Qlsgram attached) and with a catching
- bor seb at the business end, The box has no 114, but s “tipping
piste” ag pard of the ficer of the uppor box, on striking which
the bird is dropped through to the holding compartment benoath.
It 1c important that upper snd lower windows of this type of box
should meet at X" {the overiep of the lower pane holdlng the
- upper in place) so that ths bird hes nothing o grip when the

C alumininm plate bips beneath its woelight. All cur cabtching Doxes
are fitted with thiz device and o mumber of birds are seif-caughi
as a resuid, -

Dackor/
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, Dacker Trap., Iale of May have had good results
with & new portable trap designed to cateh pipits and Thentears.
DPstulls of construction frem Herbert Dacksr, 7 Scuth Lauder. Road,
¥ginburgh, 9. ' o

e _E&bgratory;

_ The Colorimeter 18 now instelled end has boen used
in determining the colourevslives of mantle and breast of Robins
and Vheateara, _ o _

. o _ - Teirbt records. Occd geries of Rodwing, Skylark

and Chaffinch wights hove hean obtnined from the Spring trepping.
Also a serles of slx welghinge of an sdult nels Spnow Bunting
re-trapped at verious times. '

| ' Poult. Out-of-sezson moult has beon noted in
Fiylerk end Vater Rajl., -

‘ Paragites. Ticke have been collscied from migrans
Blackbirds and Bedwings and sent to Dr. Turk {British Mupoum lst,
Hist,) for determinatlon. Thene ticks, which usually affect the
region of gape and eye-rim, are well worth leooking for (see our
Annusl Report 1949, p. 23}, can be removed with & peir of tweszers
without dnjuring the bird, and pregerved in industrial methylsted
spirits, Lt.~Col. Broenlow reports finding four ticks on the
throat of & mele Hedgtart trapped af Fayld on April Zlst. He
vemoved them with & peir of tweezers dipped in Pettol, and pre:
éaervad then in gint I wish we had some of his presswwabive
eTre. '

10, ?allgaia,draQSHQppax'ﬁgrbler,

’ ‘Lt.-Gol. Brownlow {Fayid, Egypt) writes (April
2%rd): "I was most intaerosted o ges in the February British
Bivds your article on selected suecies at I'air Isle, in particular
your nobes oa the Pallas's Gressaopper Varbler. R. ¥, Orowe and
I gaw one here on Maveh 14th, 1950, Its plnmage and soft parts
deseription tellisd exactly with yours except for the fail, of
which we could get no good desoription hacause the bird had
avidently hod s narrow escape from a predator and only had,es
far as we could see, two rectrices lelft™.

An/
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An interssting fact 49 that POGW. noraally winters
in Indis, Purma, Maleys and 8BE. Asla, so that the Fayid occurr:
sonce seoans further svidence of a westerly drift last Autuvmn,
some birds reaching Africa, wintering suecessfully, and returing
northeeards in Spring. A most interasting record, in view of our
jgnorance of what happens to Yellowebrowsd Varblers and other
Asiatie Autermn migrants in the British Ares, L

11. Bigrant "rash" of May 7-3th.

Since the compilstion of the above notes, Spring
wigrents have began to arrive in guentity. The wind veored from
W%, to E, during the night of Hay 5=-6th, and the westher has beon
éry and samny, with light easterly winds persisting, sincse. .

o A fow birds, walnly ¥illow-warblers, srrived during the
afternoon of ¥eay 6th, snd a few other Sumncr vigitors wore seon
for tho flrst tims. Thers was & good old-fashicnsd "rush” on
the 7th, Willow-warblers and Redsotarts predominating and being
far toc numercus to count. Yesterday ths mumbers hiad declined,
but the quelity increased ang we recorded & day total of 62
species end sube-species as agalnst 58 of the previous day.
During the period, the sheltered ¢liffc of the west coast have
attracted bhundreds of aigrants, wmeking sccurate estirates of
numders impossible., Tho following are the mere interesting
arecies reccrded., ' ~

Ortolan Bunting. Vale(s), Moy S-8th.
Troe Pipit. TFour on ¥th, twe on 9th. :
Thite Waptsll. & dogen vivds betwoen 6-Bth.
Red~baclked Shrike. Malc on 8th, twoe msles on th.
Spetted Flycatcher, Ono op Bth, :
. Pied Flycatcher. Male trapped, 6th; eolght males one
female, 7ths fiftean males, two fewnales, 8th; fewsr on 9th,

- _ Tillow=worbhler, Inrumo¥able on 7th:; much Lfewer but
at11l abundont, 8th: several on 9th, Pousibly includes
Chiffcraffe, of which only two have been certalnly identified.

Sedge-warbler, One trapped, 6th: four seen 7-Bth.
lackeap. Male on ¢liffs, Bth, -
o Thitethroat, One trapped Sth and oze seen on ¢liffs
"9%?11 ’
Lesaser Whitethreat., QOnetth, throe or fear 7-8th.
Song-thrush. Two, 7-8th, browner-loocking than the
Cont. birds seen and trapped in April, ' '
Ring Ousel. Meles, 4-5th; elever of both sexcs, Tih
naif-a-deczen, 8~8th on Vard Hill.
: ¥hestear/
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Theantear. - Ho incresse noted.
¥hinchat, Male, 5+6th; ten males, faur fennles, 7th;
nine males, two femsles, Bth; fewsr, Bth.
Roflgtart. Mala,‘avesing of Sths fonr males, Gﬁhg
inmmerahle malsa, two femalss, Tths femor rales, B-3th.
- Black Redstarts Temuleg, atn; male and femnle, 7Tihg
same mole end snother bird, 8th; one, 9th, a different bird.
Robin. Onea, 7th, und several, B-9th, those trapped
baing rmbeculs.
sdge-spaTyou. One, Bth. '
Swallow, Heif<a-Gozen daily, T«9th.
Vrrhocks Siz on Yth:  elght on B8th,; o Bthe
Cuckoo. Ona, 6%h. :
- Short-eared Owl. Twn. Pth.
Rastrel, One, ¥th.
Grey Lag Goose, Thres, Tth,
Vhimbrele. Cne, 2nd, soven, 5ih, 41ve,6th and one, 9ih,
anlin. YFive on &th
Comnon Sancplpor. Tuo on Bth. '
- Golden Plover. Flock of eightesn, 8«9th, altifrens.
Block«~hoadsd Gull, Paxiy of twelve, Sthy Live, Bth.
Cornerala. Gne, Gth, and onea, 91;;1.

12. Uigrent Insecis.

Painted Lady. A gingle very worn example, Muy Oth.

Reporis/
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REPORTS FRON OTHER BIRD OBSTRVATORIES.

Isie of Xay.

: £. C. B. Pryson writes {April 20th): "Ringing
has besn very paeor - the last threo weeks producing 26 birds, or
one adayl” Wheatears about ¥arch £ist. Tres Pipits in ¥areh
and April. HMendow Plpits, ususl big passsgos. Willowewarbler,
one on April 7th ané one, 17th. Ring Ousel, twe, April 16-17th.
A Blne Tit e ¥Marxch, ' ' .

Rocoveries have been inberesting.  Aboub & winter
Robvins, 2 Hedge-spearrows, 1 Wren and 1 Brambling, all winter
- yilsitors. & Herring Gull ringed by Kev. John Lees last July at
bvoeh, Fesg-shire. . Five Blaekblrds {uweinly resident, but fome
may be wirterers only). Five ¥eadow Plpits, including last
vesnp's neatiings. . . )

: Baiting tho traps wiih szeef hasg incressed the .
Pinches and buntinge caught. The Dacker Trap hos caught a few
biras, about § Hesdow Piplits and & ¥hesbears. Ringing totel
st1ll bolow 20C.

Spurn Poink.

- 8. H. Adnzworth writes {(¥avcn 24th):  "Floeks of
Chaffinchas passing up FNorth Sea. All boatr putting into Rumber
mouth have many on decks (vide pillots coming into Bull) March
22rd,” (On some day & large influx on Fair Isle. Wind here
SE. 4 on B2nd, vesring S¥,. 23rd). .

~ And under dante April ZEth: "Wery, very fow
sucmer migrants as yet. Fieldfare, Redwing, Brambling and Jack
Snipe at Spurn this week-end. I spent last weok there; S or
4 Swmliows seeon moving south, one Lessey Whitothroat and O '
Willow~warbiers ringed. Black Redstart, Aprll £lst., Only 350
birds ringed to dnte chiefly Linnets, OGreenfinches, Chaffinches,
cne Tong-ecred Owl,  About 10 %haatears seen up to present.

Sitokholn/
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Skcknolm.

Very poor migration up to April 24th, Plrst Tree
Pinit,April €th. Willow-warbler, March 2Bth (regular from April
4th and ca. BO on 18th}, Chiffcheffs throughout the month. -
Bleckeap, two wales, April 15th. Ring Ousel, one, Harch 26»29hh,
ous, April Bth. . Thestear, March 18th (cs., €9 Vérch 26-28%h, the
only pesk). Sande-partin, few om April 6th, HOOPOE,one from
Hareh 25-30th. Bar-teiled Godwii, ono from April 10-24ih, :
¥hinmbrel, firvet on bpril 22nd. Jack Snipe, ome, April 12-13th.,
Foodeock, one, April Tth, Gamncn Sﬁﬂﬁpiyﬁr, one or %mo, Apwil
15-#2nd. : : _

rayid Ornitholag oal 61ﬁb;

Bullotin ®o, 10, issuead npriz R4th, ra“orts that 540
Tirde have been ringed during 1950, meking a grand total of 658

~ since the first trap wes erccted. Birds trapped ou Spring

pasesge include Legegor Wnitethroat {(101), Redstart (38), Coxzmon

¥nitethrost {37), Chiffchef? (32), Collared “1ycatcﬁe“ {147,

Wightingels {12}, Pled Flvecatechsr and Vivyneek {3}, Tree Fipit {7},

and Willowsuarbler (5},

The paltern of migreticn asoms €0 have been Aifferent
from last yeayr, vhon the muaber of Strappivgs rose to one main pesk
onh April 18tkh. The birdsz csught on that day wers mainly
Aedstarts and flyeatc TS . Thig yeer thers have Been four mein
peavs {8} April Znd, mostly Lesmer Thitethrosts (34 birds ringed
in ong day, a record for the trapa}, {(b) April 4th, day after &
hot south wind, mostly Commorn ?h‘tatLruaLs, ic) Aoril 11-1Zth,
Comwon Whitethroats anéd Flyeatchsrs, (4] April Q;St dsy after
hot south wind, mostly Redstarts.

o evidonce from recoveriss that dirds havo sbaydd
about for the long perlods Ehsd they did last year. Longest
stays are,; Lesor Yhitethroat, @ days: Redetart, 8 days.

4 ken Olivaceous Tarblasr B.20%0 was retrapped on hpril
25r&, 1880, She was originally ringed on April 19th, 1949, and
was retrapped on April 28nd and fSapietor 1B, and wmust have
migrated to winter qugrbters end back gince the 1949 trappings.

. Wintor/
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Winter vialtors - last S3tes seon. Ntarliing,
3gst weau of Narahj dpanish Soaryrow, April Bth; Skyiark,
ril 319th; Whi%e Tagtall, April 1s6th;. u?anec?a February
Qﬁth; nluethrcat, Febraary 28th; Little 5t tint, &prii 9th.

_ Summery migrants - firast dates gsen. Qrﬁol&n

Bunting, Marsh £3rd:  Pled Tljcatcohsr, April $%ny; Filllowe
warbler, Harch uls*- - RBeed Yarbler, April lgt;  Blackeap, Hawrch
Zlat- Leaser Fhitathraat February 85th; Ghinchat, areh £2nd;

gnbiﬁgala, Jepch 231d; Swift, Mavch ?Bth- fpotted Flycsicher
Mavreh 1B¢h; F¢llareﬁ thea*ehev, Eareh cv*hp Wood-warbler,
Harch 313%; Sedgelarbier, March liths Vhifethraat, Farch 27th;
Readatart, Harch 14th; San@-martiﬂ, rebruary ?th: House~lartin,
March 19th;  Cuskoo, April Znd Hontagu's Harrier, April 9th;
Buff, &pr;l 9th; Hargah “arrie April 6th; Hen FHarrier,
A;rll qt}l‘ Os SRDEY, ADPil Bth. l .



