FAIR _ISLE BIRD OBSERVATOTY.

BULLT;’I‘IIT,, No. 2, 1950.




FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY.

BULLETIN No. 2, 1950.

1. Analysis of Spring Migration.

Passage of Summer visitors occurred here in two
well-deﬁnecl phases between ¥May S«12th and May 19-251:.11. :

' The "rush" of May 7th, recorded in Balletin No. 1,
was immediately followed by a rapid decline in mumbers, bub
Redstart, Ring Ousel and Wryneck increased on the 1llth, and
Losser Whitethroats and Hirundines peaked on that day. There
was no change in the weather to account for this, the wind being
1ight BE,NE. and condibions sunny and dry as for the psst two days

The second wave began on the 19th with the wind
vosring eastsrly from N,NW. at moderate strength. The wind
backed to NE. on 20/2lst at force 6 and remained in that quarter
until the 25rd, when It becamse northerly and moderated to force 4
As will bo soen from the table below, there was a definite
increase in many species on this day (which was overcast but 4ary);
¥hinchats romsched their peak, and Hirundines were again mmerous
and tontinued so until the 2‘?1‘h, being femer to the enéd of the

month, 26 . 9 | 20
..Specles, A Pirst Wave, | Socond Wave,
HAY 6] 7/8|9/10/11 /12 119|20/21|22(23 (24 125
Trae Pipit. 4 | 2| 3| 4| 2 1l 1 111
Spotted Flycatcher, ) | % : " 2l 1| 3/ 5|12
Pled Flycatcher, 1l 916 4| 2| .2 12| 1 1| (2|1
Willow Warbler. 14(2560|50(|10|10) Y| 2 S5 B 4| 6| 8|
Whitethroat, ' Sl 2| g 2l 1 1| 2 3| 2( 2
Lesser Whitethroat., 1| 3| 2| 5| 4(20| 6 3 3| 5 3 1
. Ring Ousel. e 11| 5/ 9| 1| 5| 2 5 1 2 3
Whinchat, 1) 14|11 4| 5| 8| 1 | 2[12|/10| 9(25( 9| 2
Redstart. 4(100|30| 7| 7/10| & 7117)/10(14| 6| 4
- Robin. : ‘X 7 B3| 3 3 2| 1 1 1
Swallow. ~ 6| 7|10|12(50|25 | 6| 9| 9| 9|50(26|50
House Martin. 2 |3 2 || | 2| 6| 5(/50|30(30
Bwift. 5| 6 || 2 1 2| 2| 1
Wryneck. » 6| 8| 2| 2| 6|7 | L 2 1
Common Sandpipar. 2 i 3 10 6| 1 2
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In eddition to the main specias shown in the
table and those mentioned in subsequent payagraphs,ths follom&ng
were among the mors intoeresting migranta noted,

Limnet. Two omall movements, May 6«7th and 18-23rd.

Brambling. Two. movements, five or six from ey 8-10th
and tvo or thres from Hay BE-ZSrﬁ with odd birds betwoen.
Ortolan Bunbting. iq or males, Mey. 8-12th, and one

on 18th.

Reed Bunting. Two waves, one or two from May 7-11th,
and agein 20-23rd, with four on 20th.

Bpotted Flycatcher, One or two to the &nd of May, and
two on Juns 2nd.

Red=backed Shrike. Uales on May B-ch and June 4th,
femnles. an,Mny 10th and batwaen 24-28th.

Sedgs Warbler. Scarcs compared with 1949, « up to
four between May 6-9th and singly (onceé two) from 18-26th. One,
June 6th.

Blackeap. $1ngle males, May 8th and laﬁh,,fbmalo 1lth

Garden Warblsr, Only one, June 3-6th.

Fieldfare. Up to £ive, Hay 7«12th and again 20-24th;
singly to end of month and a lats bird on June 5th.

Song Thrush¢ Singly May 12th and l4th and from 24-28t
one, Juno 6th.

Blackbird, Two males trapped in the Gully on May 23rd
and a female seon there indicate a small and umsually late move:
tment with the second phase of the migration.

Wheatear, Increases on May 10th, l4th and 23rd. .
Good Greonland Wheatears (on measuroment, weight and colorimeter
examination) wers trapped betweon May 26-31ut, mainly females.

Robin. One Continentsl was trapped May 27th; ones
seen May 30th.

Bwallow. Six on May 50th, fifteon on June 18t ard a
" fow subsequently.

Sand Martin. Three on May llth. '

House Martin. Further strong pa ssages took place on
June 1lst (over a hundred), 2nd and 4th {(ca. 75).

Cuckoo. One or two, May 19-24ﬁh; one trapped on
27-28th; two on June lst., One on 2nd and one on Sth,
Longesared Owl., - One was reported about May l2th.
Short-sared Owl, Two on May 9th and 12th, one on

Morlin. A female from Msy 16-20th.
4 Kostrel. Fomale on May 6th and from 9-1lth; also on
20=21st. A pair together on 22nd, and one on 27th.
Puzzard sp. One flew high over on June lst.
Brent/
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Brert Goone. Cne, beliwafi P2 ale-~breasted, flaw over
head ing NE, on May 27th. -
Teal. Pour males on May 13thy a pair {of wh.L-ch the
ducl was trapped) on June 4th. |
Curlsw, Regulsr throughout the month, twelve on 10th
s.nd eight on 12th at the poak pavicd
Whimbrel. Resular throughout ths montly fifteen or
more on Ha7 1lth, 13th and frow 16-19 ﬁh, and twelve on 28rd.
B few on June 4«5%h,
~ Paipe. Threg on Hay ZGﬁh and ona on 220d indicate ,
passage with the second wave,
- Dunlin., TRemEr, 23z on 18-19%h and eleven on 25th,
- Tarnstons., Tour on Hay 80th and again June 2«3rd,
Purple SandbLner. Last neted, two on Moy 15th and one
on 22nd. i
- Reeve. One wag raported or Mav 20th,
Groenshank. One on May 20%h.
- ColGen Plover. Tigbhteen (Northern mce) from May 8-10%)
end four from 13th for several days, ""welva {? race} on l4th
and o few from 22-25%th. _

2e Intevreoting Records.

Golden Oriole, One on May 9?—P3rd.ﬂapp1ie the fourth
Spring record for the igland.

Littls Bunting., A male on Yay 18«194k;  there ave
previous Opring cecurrences for 1207-C5 and 1936,

fhore Tark, A manle on hay 1%3th 1s the lstesxt by &
week of the four Epzﬁng records,

Oreat mpotted mcodpccket. An aqult‘mgie srrived Qn
HMay 11th snd stayed until 30th, - fhe first Spring record of
- the species 2t Fair Isle. . ' '

Dotterel., A verg'hmzdsnme male wes pragent on heath

in the village aves on May 10-11th. This is the fivrst Sgring
record, and the third only for tho species, at Foir Isle,

s/
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3. Unugual Paasagg.

Bapland Bunting. #. B. Clarke ("Studies in Bird
Migration" 1912) recorded five birds betwsen March 25th and Moy
2nd. .= There has apparently been no Spring movement of this .
dimonsion since, until this year. Adult males wers recordsd on
April 5th, daily (once three birds) between April 18+29th, and
again on May 5th and 18th, whilst females wers seen on May 12«
13th (two}, 15-16th, and 18th ttwa).

. Black Redatort. A survey of past records indicates
that thara has been no Spring passage comparable with that of
1950, comencing with a female on May 4th; and following with an
immature male and femals on 7«8th and diffaranh birds on 9th, .
10th and 12th. The bird of the 10th was trapped and was a male
in full breeding dress., Later there was an immature male from

4, Euration of Sta 'of gsome Migrants.

» Jackdaw. A bird with the dark underparts and 111~
defined collar of the southern race haunted fislds nesar the Haa
from May 20-24th {5 days).

Siskin, A female rems ned in and about the tiny
burial ground, feeding for ths most part in a patch of seeding.
Dandelionsg, from May 12«23rd {12 days}. ILast Spring ouy only
Siskin, a male, haunted the Oully from May le8th (9 days).

‘ - DLinnet. A feomalo stayed in and nesr the burial ground
from May 18-23rd (6 daysn).

Snow Dunting. A f&male gtayed on the cliff-top of
Meoness botweeon Moy 13-~16th (4 days), Praviously o msle, trappec
at Worth Haven, remained four days from April 13th.

- Lesser Whitethroat. One ringed on Moy 12th or earlier
was still hore on 16th (5 asys). ‘ , ,

Red=Spotted Bluethroat. A male trappsd at the Bird
Obaervebory remained nearby from May 1l-18th {8 days). Another.
male, trapped on the Hestigeo Burn on the—evaning of May 24th and
released two milos away, had returned %o the Burn next morning
and was last seon thers on May 27th (4 days).

Continental/
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Continental Hedgs-sparrow, A bird with the very pale
underparts characteristic of this race stayed in the stack-yard
of one of the crofts from ilasr 8-13th {6 days)

Wryneck, One, presumably the same, was observed a.mong
rocky outcrops in a certain t‘iel& betwsen May 28-30th (5 days).

‘ . Great Spotted Woodpecker. The male mentioned in para.
2 haunted a limited aren of pasture land below Huni, feeding
slmost exclusively on the ground, during practinlly the whols . of
its stay from May 11-30ﬁh 20 daysa).

Pinhail. drake remained at tha ﬂorﬁh end pools from
Hay'sohh‘tu June Sth (7 deys).

. Icelend Gulls: Twe firaﬁ-winter birds, here for some
wasks befors the Bird Observatory openaed on April 5th, wors last
seen at thelr usual haunt in the South Haven on April 24th an&
Hay 3lst respectively.

An interesting feature of “&alayad pnssage" of this kind
i& that such birds show a definlte preference for certain restrid
ted areas where, presumably, they hove discovered a congenial
habitat. Thias wos especially noticeabls in the cazme of the -
Siskin, the Woodpecker and the two Blusthroats, one of which, as .
rscorded, actually sought out its preferred haunt aftexr having .
bsen tranaported two miles to the Bird Observatory for ringing
and examinabion.

~

5. Breeding Activity. - N

- Starling. Broodesize is avearaging Iargar than in

1949. To éate the following have beon ringed: xB/5; 7Tx
B/f4; 2 x Bf3. Comparabls figures for 1949 arez 4 x B/43
3xB/3 2=xB/2;5 1xB/l (fromC/4, three eggs being in:
-farﬁilo}. We began ringing young birds on June lst, a week in
advancs of 194%.

Skylarks appear to be more shundant this year than in
1949 and there are more palirs on the hilleground. First young
were hatched May 2last, Clubchesize in thig and other small
passerines appears to be low this year., 0OFf elght Skylarks' nest:
none contalned more than four aggs, three Meadow Pipits and two
Rock Pipits have G/4, and the only Wheatear's nest lnown is /3.

Pulmar/
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Fulmar eggs were first seen on May 20th and 22nd.

C Dapwingﬁ‘ara breeding -for the first time for a number
of years. There were two nests, both C/4, but one was destroyed
by a predator. The other is hatching, June S5th. : ‘

: - Bonxles have increased by one pair to five, snd the “
four pairs vhich bave 1laid have C/2. Ths first egz of the
geason was laid on May 20th. ‘ - '

o Arctic Skues were a weok later in arriving - on May 3rd
= than in 1949, but a wdek eariter in beginning to lay, Two
pairs compleited their clutches on May 22nd, and 17 nests {(out of
a probables 20 palrs) are now known.

. Corncrake. Apparently only one palr this year as
agalinat several in 1949 and ten or a dozen in 1948, . -

6. Ringing Progress.

Total birds ringed at June 5th, 630 of 40 different
speclses,, '

. Mendow Pipit F. 0066, trapped as a breeding bird (in
heavy head and body moult) on July 18th, 1949, was recaptured in
the Yeoman Trap off a C/4 nest on June 1st, 1860, The species
is a Summer visitor only to Fair Isle.

Blackbirds ringed as native guvenilea in July 1949 were
retrapped on the igland on March 12th (immature female) and May
20th (firsteSummer mals) respectively.

Mothods.

A new Heligolandetype trap 1s in course of construction,
blocking the western outlet of the deep east-coast Gully at the
site of the old mills above ths waterfall (see plate 10, Anmual
Report 1949). There has always besen a considerable "escaps" of
Blackbirds, Redwings and other species from the Gully trappinge
ares by way of the gapy but the constrmcition of & trap present:
:6d somé structural difficulties, vhich, it is hoped, have now
beon overcena. , '

The/



- The funnel of the Ward Hill Trap {(again blown down in
the Winker gales of 1040«50) has been repaired and s few birds
- including a Cuckoo « have already veent eken in it.

_  The Yeoman Trap, described {n Bulletin No. 1 (para. 8)
- continues to have success whon opportunity for using it in the
fsiandts dltches occurs. Its captures to date ars Crasshopper
and Sedge Warblers, two Red=Spottisd. Biuethroats ond two nesting
Mesdow Pipits which were required to give welght-records for
comparison with those of migrant birds. Theywere welghed in
. the fleld and wers very soon back on. their nests.

8. ~ Bctoparasites.

- ‘The ticks mentioned in Bulletin Wo. 1 {para. 9) and
Armual Report 1949, p. 23, have been kindly deteormined by Dr. F.
A. Turk, They prove to be Izodes turdi {Scop. 1763) var.
brannens Koch, from Blackbirda, Kedwings and & Robin in early
Uctover 1949; and also from Blackbirds in April 1950, A nymph
removed from a Continental Redwing in April 1950 was apparently
of the typical form. Specimens of similar ticks have gincs been
taken from Iceland Redwing and OGreenland Wheatear.

The only fiatefly {Ornithomyia sp.) seen this seagon
csme off a RedeSpotted Bluethroat on May 24th, and, unfortunately;
made good its escapel : ,

Fair Isle Bird Observatory,
June 5th, 1950, K., Willlamson.

Reports/
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REPORTS FROM OTHER BIRD OBSERVATORIES.

Isle of May Bird Cbservetory.

{Plemae note that this ?epoi'f; is from menoxy and all
‘ information cannot be guaranteed). |

. Notses on Sprin

 Migration duping May.

: Despite eagterly weather during almost the whols month,
few passerine migrants were recorded until the l4th., On this
dats, 54 birds weres trapped and this figure included & Gragshopper
Warbler and several Lesaer Whitethvoats., Next day, no birds at
all were ringed. The 18%h saw an influx of northern species, =
Fieldfares, RingOusela, Greenland Wheatears end a Wryneck.
Weather conditions at this time were more like a fins day in
Jamiary than May. ‘ 3 :

The 20th was an interesting deay. Thers were very few
birds on the islend during the forenoon but rain set in from the
B. sbout 10 a.m, &nd by middey many migrents hed srrived.
Fieldfares, Continental Song Thrush, Ring Ousel, Continental
Robln, Whinchat, Pled and Spotted Flycatchera, Willow 3edge and
Garden Warblers, Chiffcheffs, Whitethroats, many Redstarts, 3
Ortolan Buntings, Grey-headed Wagtail, Tree Pipits, etc. (54
birds were ringed). Unfortunately, the rain ceased and the gky
cleoared before nightfall. ' .

_The 213t was marked by a Blusthroat and an Osprey which
spent at lesst 2 hours on the May. , .

. On tho 23rd, fog and rain seb in about 2 a.ms and con:
ttinued for about an kour bringing in great numbers of migrents.
60 birds had been trapped by 6 a.m. &nd the finel figure of 133
wzs & record for a single day on the May.

The most rumerous speacies were, « Willow Warbler, White:

sthrost, Redstsart and Spcited Flycatcher, tut & fine male Red-
spotted Bluethroat was sls trapped. : ,

Spurn/
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o

: Ralph Chislett wribes {12.v.50) - "lainly strong
northerly winds, easierly occasionsally. Black Redstarts, April
16=20th, May 1st and Wthy first Cormon Redstart, April 23rd, .
others, April 50th~May'2nd and Moy 6=12th. Pied Flycatchers,

‘May 6«10th: Two UWrynecks, Ilay 10-12th. Tree Pipli, April 20th
and 2%rd and May 8ths Flrst Willﬁmnwnrblar, April 7¢h, mein
passage April 30theMay 12th, Pirast Lesser Whitethroat, April
22nd and several ay 7«-8th. One Couwmon Whitethroat, April 22nd,
and a mumber, ilay S«12th. Several Ring Ousels, lay 9-l0th. ~
Pirst Whesteay, April 5th, still passing May 12th. 044 Whimbrel,
April 28%th, Hay lst and 1lth. One Enot in breeding plumage, May
11tk, but Vader:s generally very scorce,  Greater Blackbacked

- Gulln were abaerved passing north in ear&y Hay, and Swal lows
still passing gouth®. .

G. H. Ainsworth repare% Spotte& Fiycaﬁchers, Garden

?arblers, Vheatoara, Willowewarblers, Uhitethroats, Blackcaps,
Wood Warblers and Redstarts thers on lay 20%th.

Cley Bird Cbgervatory.

"A very dull Spring migrstion Lo date (lltb Mayl,
aithough we hed two Avocets on April 19%h, & 1ittle Ringed Plover
on Tioy 3vd, and thres Muffs and two Reoves toe-day. Greonland
Vheatears starvted a rush on May 15t which has not yot fully
petered out. Quy final total of r“xgeﬁ Pnow Buntings wasg 1437,



