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1. AnallOl~s .pt Bpr1ms Ulgration,., 

fasS8g$of SUll!lter v1a1,tol'soccurred hore in two 
well-deflned phases between Moy . a-12th And Hay 19-.2Sth .• 

~& (trush" of May 7th. l'$corded lnBalletln No. 1, 
waa immedIately 1:011 owed by 0.. rapId decline 1ft numbers, but 
.ReCistart,. Ring Ousel and \Vryneck 1nc1'l'oased on the' 11th, and 
Losser Whl tethroats and l!lrundinea pea1tGd on that d&\1. There 
_s no change 1n the \veather toac,count for thin, the w1ndbe1ng 
light E.tm. &nd: cond1tl,on-s annny and dry as for the past two da:ys 

The seeo~d Wl\.v8b~tulon~ the 19th VIi th the wind 
veering easterly from H.IM. a.t moderate atrength.. Tho wind 
ba.cked to NE. on 20/21at at force 6 and remained in that quarter 
until the 23rd. when:tt became northerly ~d modemted toto,ree 4 
As will be seen from the table below, there was a definite 
increase 1n ma.~speoles on this daY' (which waaoverCQst but d.t'7)J 
Whinehats roachedthslr t:eak, r.u:td.BlrundlnoD were nga:1n numerous 
and continued so until the 27th. being :tewer to the end 0'£ the 
month. 20 '2~ 2~ 

Sl)8cles. First Wave. Sacond Wave. . 

DY e 7 a 9 10 11 12 19 20 21 29 23 24 25 

'Jre8 Pipit. 4 2 3 4 2 1 1 1 1 
Spotted F11catcher. 1 2 1 3 5 1 
Pied Fly-ca.tcher. 1 9 16 4 2 .2: 1 2 1 1 3, 2 1 
Willow Warbler. 14 260 50 10 10 1 2 5 5 4 6 5 
Wh1tethroat. 2; 2 a 1 1 a 3 2 2; 

Lesner Whl tethroo. t .' 1 :5 2 5 4 20 6 1 3 :5 5 a 1 
Ring Ousel., 11 5 9 1 5 2; 5 1 2 S 
Whinchat., 1 14 11 4 5 6 1 2 12 .10 9 25 '9 2 
Redstart. 4 100 GO 7 7 10 S 7 1'7 10 14 6 4 
Robin. ·1, 7 3 3 s' a 1 1 1 
SWa.llow. 6 7 10 12 50 25 6, 9 9 9 50 25 50 
House Martin. S 15 a 1 2 6 S 50 30 30 
Sw:1ft. 5 6 2 1 2 2 1 
Wryneck. . 6 8 sa 2 6 '7 1 2 1 
Common Sandpiper. 2; 1 a 10 6 1 a 

1nl 
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tu addition. to the m.a1n speclss shown In. the 
table and thoSE) montioned in subsequent paragraphs" the tollow.\ ng 
were among the more Interesting migrants noted." 

Linnet. Two mnall mov.ements. Ma,. 6-'1th and lS-23rd. 
Brambl:l.nG_ ~. ·movements, .five or six fromKG.1' a-lOth 

and tm ol'threefromMa,y 92-23rdillS,tb odd birds b&twoen • 
. " OX'ttola1'l Bunting. . Ama.uJ Or m.al.es,. Ma1~ a-12th. and one 

on 18th. . 
Reed Buntlng.. '\to waves", one 0.1' two from May '1-11th~ 

and· agatn 2:O ... 23rd, with four on 20th. . 
. Spotted Flyeateher. One or two to the endot flo.7. and 

two on June 2nd. " 
Red-backed Sbrike. Jla16son Ma7 a-9th and June 4th,. 

females. on 14ay 10th and between 24-2Btb •. 
Sedge Warbler. Scarce oompare'd wl th 1949 I - up to . 

;tour between Jlay- e...gtb an4B.lngly. (once two) trom la·26th.' Ono" 
June 6tb. 

Blackcap. Single ,males .• May 8th and. 10th, femal.e 11th 
Oar<len Warbler.. Only ,ono.f June3-6th. 
Fleldtare. Up to flv8 1 May '-12th and again SO-24th; 

singly to end of month and a lata bird on June 5th. 
Song Thrush. SIngly May 12th and l4th. and from 24-2atl 

one, June 6th, • 
. , Blackbird. TWo males trapped in the Gully on May 23rd 

and a female seon thero indicate a small and unusually late move: 
tment .. 1 th the second pha.se ·of the migration. . 

Wh9atear. Incroases on Jlay.10tb. 14th and 23rd~ . 
Good Grc&enland Wl;leateara (on measurement. wei.ght and color~meter 
examination) were tra,pped between Mtl'126-31nt, maInly femaleG •.. 

Robin. One Continen.tal was trapped M'a.7 2'1thl one 
seen M41 3pth. . 

Swallow. Slxon llo.130tb, fifteon on June 1st and Q 
. few subsequently_. 

Sand Mart1n. fhree on lIay 11th. 
Rouse Martin. . Fa. rther atron,s p1 ssa.ges took place on 

dt1ne 1st (over 0. hundred )c,. and and 4th' (. ca. '75). 
CUckoo.. One or two, )lay I9-24th; one t~pped on 

27-28th;. two on June 1st. One on 2nd and onaon5th. 
Long,-earodOwl. Ono was IttJportedabont 'May 12tb. 
Short-earedOwl.Twoon Hay 9th ana 12th, one on 

eO-21st>. 

eO-21st!' 

Ho;tlln. A female 1'X'om May 1.6-20tlh 
Kastrel. Femalo on May 6th and from 9-11thJ 

A pair tog.thero~22nd~ and on~ on 2,.th. 
»Uzzarp,sp.Ona flew high over on. JU.n~ 1st. 
Brent/ 

also on 
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. Brent· Goose. On~_ bel1.eved Psl~ ... brea.sted,fl{IJw· over 
het'!d 1ng NB. on May 2'1tb.. 

Teal. Foul' males 'On !tay'15th;: a p~lr (of which the 
duck was trapped) on. June 4th.. .. 

CU.rlM! •.. Regula?! ffl'...roughou.t tlle month .• twelve on lOtb. 
and e1ght on. l?th a.~the pa$k p!5' r.1od .' ' 

Whlrnbrel.. R8~11ar. .. tb;roughout the month, tltteenor 
more on Uay l.'ltb.~ 13th 3.~ from In''19tb.I and twelve en 23rd. 
A . few on. June 4 ... Sth • 

. Sn1.po... ~ra(! on nay 20th a.nd one on. 2200. lnd,1eat~ 
ps..ssl).,ge V!ith the second wave. . 

on ~d. 

Dun11n. Reguh 1'; s~x on lO ... JJJth nnd: eleven. on 29th. 
T\l~stone • Four on. May 20th (\.l"tCl again June 2-3rd. 
Ptlrple 'Sandpiper. . T .. Q.st l'lote·a, two on rnny19th and one 

Reeve... One,wau ~eported. on May 20th. 
Groenshrullt.. One on !tar 20th. . . 
Golden Plover. IiH.gbtoen (Northern l"t\ce 1 from 14193 8-l,Ot1 

and tour from. 13th ,for sev~r31 days.. Twelve (? raeo) on 14th 
and a few from 22-25tb.. 

2. 

Golden Oriole. OrU;l on flay ~'2-23rd supp1.1en the fourth 
S.p:plng record foz- 'the lslsnd. 

t,1tt'le Bllrit'.:rae:. A male on Ma:r .lS-19th; 
pr~r:tol1eSpr1n~ occurren.CSr.; f~r 19017 ... 09 and 1936. 

8ho~e :Lark. A male on 19ay 13th is the lategt by a 
week of th.e f.Ot'!r. ~prt~~ :records. 

Gr~a.t Spotted Wood~eckel". An ndul t -male arrived on 
!.fay 11th and stayed unt,!l 3()th~ ....the first flprin£ record of 
the species t\t FaIr Isle. 

DotterGl. A very ful.ndsome ll'Lale Vias prenent OD heath 
in the vill.age area Olf !;1ay lO-11tb... This 1s the f.t~st· Bp'ing 
1'eeord~ and th~ tM.%'d or.l.y. for tho species, at Fo.!r Isle. 

3/ 
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3. !lnu~G.1S!aasas.e. 

Lapland .Bunting. ". E.Clarke. ("Studies In Bird 
f41gratlontl 1912) recorded :f1v& blrdsbatween March .. 25th o..nd MaY' 
2nd. The-re has. apparently been no Spring movement of thin . 
d1monslon sin.ca. un~11 this year. Adult maloG wererec·orded on 
Apr11 5tb, dally ( once three .. birds) between Ap.rU la-29th.,. and 
again on May 5th and 16th. whl1nt females were . seen onMa1' 12-
'13th (~o), IS-16th, and 18th (two l. . . 

. BI.ack Red.start.· Asuwe1.ot past i'ocords 1ndleates 
that there htlsbeen. no SprIng passage eompa.:rable with that of 
1950.eomneoolng w.tth a female on May 4th; ondtollow!ng with an 
lnnnature _le and female on,7-8bb and different birds on 9thso . 
10th and 12th.. The bird of the lOth was trapped and was a male. 
intull breed1ng dress • Later there was an J.mma.ture male from 
May 20.22nd. 

4. DllrtL'tI0n of Stalot~Dom8' JliSrMU. 

·J'ackdAw. A b1'l'd w1th the dark unaerparts and 111-. 
de£inod collar of the soutbern ra.c.e haunted f1elds near the Bol\. 
fttQm May 20-24 th (5 .. days. ) • 

St'skin. A fomalerem8lned l.n andllbout the' tiny 
buria.l ground,. feeding for tM most part in a patch of seed1ng. 
Dandelions, fr-om lIay12-23rd (12 days) •. Last Spring our only 
S1s1dn"a male .. baunted the Gully from MQ.l 1-8th (9 days>'. , 

Linnet. A female stayed in and near the burial ground 
trom May18.23rd ( 6 days). . 

Snow lluntlng. A fema.le stayed on. tlie c11f.f..,top .of 
Meonass between Ka.y l3-16th (4 days). Prev1,ous17 a male;l' trappe( 
ct North HO-ven." remained tour dayo fitom Apl:"11 15th. 

LesooJ1Wh1.tethroat. One rInged on May 12th or earlier 
was still hOl'Gon .1Stll {S days>. ." 

Red-Spotted Bluethroat. A male trapped at the Bh'- d 
Observe. tory remained nearby fromMo.yll .• 19th (8 days). Another 
ml&, trapped on tho ltest1geo Bum on. the evening of Ma.,- 24th and 
released two 'ml1oa Away~. had. returned to the Burn neltt morn1rig 
and wan last oeon there on Mal 2'1th (4 da:rs). 

Oontinentall 
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Oont1nenta.l lledga-sparrow., Ab1Vdwlth the VG'1l!TpalQ 
underparts charo.ctertst1e of this race atayed in the Btack~yard 
otone !of tho erofto .f~om lIay8-13tb (6 dart) •• 

. W17IU)CB: .• · One; ;presumabl.y- tb.e same J was observed among 
rocky On tcropa in a certain £1 eld between May 2S-30th (5' days.). 

. . Great :Spottea Woodpack&r.. The male ment loned in para.. 
a haunted a limited aren of pasture land below Sun1. feeding . 
almost exclusiVely. on the ,ground, during pract!n11y the whole -of' 
! to stay from M&y 11,-30th (20 days-). 

Plnta11. A drake remained' at the North end pools from 
May 30th to June 5th (7 days)., -

, . , 
Iceland Gulls., ho'flrst-w1nter birds" here tor ~ome 

weeks betore the Bird Observatory opened on April 5,tb" were last 
seen at their usual haunt in the South Haven on Aprl1 24th. a.nd 
Hay 31st re spec tlvel.y,. 

An ~ntarest1ng teatnre of "delayed passage" of thIs ktnd 
1s that such birds show adsf'ln1te preference tor certain %tQstridi 
ted areas where,. prasum9.b17. tho-yhave ,discovered a congenia.l 
habitat. Th1s was eapec.1ally notlceabl.e in the ease ·of the 
Slsk1n. the Woodpecker and the two Bluethroats" one of wh1ch~ as 
l'ecordad_ aotually sought out its preferred haunt after bnv1ng , 
been transportea two miles to the B;trd Observatory !or:r1nging 
and examination. 

5.' Br~edln.s;, Aetlv~tl. 

. StarlIng. arcod-size is averagIng . larger than in 
1949. To date the tollo1J1ng have been ringed: 2 x B/5; 7 x 
S/4; 2 x D/3. CompaX'abl.s flguros for 1949 al'Gt 4 x B/4}' 
3 xB/3;C 2 oX B/2; 1 x S/l . (frome/4" three eggs being Ill: 
:fertIle). We began rInging young birds on Junslst, a .. ealt in 
advance ot 1949.-

SkYlarks appea.l' to be mott6 a'btlndant this year than in 
3.949 and thel;?e are more paIrs on the hl11-ground.,Flrst young 
were- hatched Jla'121st. Cluteh-slze in this· and other small 
paaser1nes appeara to be low this year. Of' eIght Skyl.arks' nestl 
none contalned more than four eggs" tbreo Meadow Pipits and two 
Rook Pipits have 0/4# ana the only Whea.t&aI' , Q nest known is o/a., 

Fulmar/ 
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6. , 

Fulmar eggs were first seen on Jiay 2~th ~nd 22nd. 

Lapwll1gSar& breed1:rtg"fo·rthe first· tlme tor Q. ntuibe1" 
of years. There: were two nestB .. both 0/4* but ona wra.s destro1'ed 
b1 a predator. The othel'S.s hateh1ng. June 5th •. 

. ·20nx1811 have in.creased l?Y one pair to five. end th8 
tour pairs. which have laid have cia.. '.rhe t1.l'st egg of' tha 
season was la1d on 1!ay20th • . 

. .AretJ..·o Sku&s w&na week later .1n, ArI':lvlns ., on Itq 3rd 
- tban in 1949, bllt Cl wt1ek earlier lnbealnn!..ng to la7. '!wo 
pa1~s completed theU" olutches on· May 29no .. and 17 nests (out of 
a probable 20 pal.ra.) Are nO'lYknown. 

Cornerake. Apparently onl:y one pall'" this year as 
against severa11n -1949 and t&ri 01" a dozen' l.n 1948. ' 

6. R,1!!S1na Proar.!JBp •. 

Total birds rlnged at June 5th, 000 of 40d1ff'e~ent 
species., 

. Meadow Pip:!. t F. 0056 ... trapped as a breeding bird (in . 
heavy head and bodymoul t) on July lSth# 1949, was recaptured in 
th& YeOl:1lan Trap off. a al4 nest on, June 1st, 1950.. The spec1es 
ls n Summervis1tor onl,- to Fall" Isle. 

BlackbirdS ringed as native juvenile,s: 1nJU1l 1949 were 
l"etrapped on. the inland on }larch 12t.lh (lDU'11aturo female) and May 
20th (first-Summer male) respectively •. 

7. Tra.pp1es. Ketl;todp" If' 

AnG"sHe11go1and-typo trap 1s in eoul'seo:fconstruct1on, 
blocking the· westem outlet or the deep east-coast Gully at the 
sitoo!' the old :mills above thswatortl1l·1 (see plate 10 .. Annual 
Report 1949)" Thero has always been a. conslderab~e "escape" or 
BlackbirdS,. :Reaw,..ngs and . other s·p~c:tes f.-om the Gully trapp1ng
area. by wayot the gap, ,btlt the constructl.on of a trap };r eam. t: 
:ed: som.$trueturaldlft1rn11tl.osjwh1oh~ it is hoped" have D.OW 
·beonov6rCO'lle., ' 

The/ 
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'The ftinnel of' the \Vard Hill' 1!rnp '(agaln blown, down in 
the WInter gales of 1949-50) ha.sbeen repaired, and n tew bIrds 
- including aCuckoQ • ha.ve alread1 beent aken in it. . 

.. 
The·Yeoman IJ!rap, described in Bulletln .. llo. 1 (pra. 8) 

continues to have success vrhen opportunity-for using it 1hthe 
island,te d.1tehes occurs. Its eaptu~ea to date are Crassbopper 
and Sedge Warblers, two Red·.Spotted. Bluethl:'oats and two nestlr-..g 
Meadow Pipits whtch,wersreQu1red toglve welght-r'ecords for 
comparIson with those of migrant blrdEt. They" ere weighed in 
the field and WerElV61!1 soon baok on thelrnesta. 

B. BctoAAraslt~s • 

. !Uhe ticksmantlono6 1n Bulletin 10. 1 (p,ua. 9) and 
Annual Report 1949. p. 23, hav~ been kIndly determined by Dr" F. 
A. Turk. 1!h.e7 prove to be Ixodes turdl (Soop. 1763) vap. 
b~nn8Us. Koch, trom. Blackbird.O. RedWings and Et Robin in earJ.y 
llctober 1949.; and also from Blackbirds :1nAprl1 1950. A nymph. 
removed from. Cl Continental Redwing in April 1950w&.& a.pparently 
ot the typical f.'o;cm,~ Specimens of similar tleka have since b&~n 

. taken from Icel.and Bed.wlngand Greenl.and Wheat.al'. 

lJ.'he onlyfl.at-f].7 (Om! thos,yi.& sp. ) seen thl.s soason.; 
came off a Red-Sgottefl B1uethroat on J4a1 24tb,. and" unfortunately; 
made good Itsescapet 

Fair Isle Bird. Observatory" 
June 5th. 1950. 

'Reports/ 

K. W1111amson. 
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• 
(Please not & that this l'epol"t 1& fttommGmo17 'and all 

. .. 1.nformat1on cantl,ot- be guaranteed). 

Note~Hon.SpMnsM1sna.t1on durlnsKo.z. 

Do.plte easterly Vfe-ather dur1ngalmost the whole month~ 
tf!tff passerine migrants were recorded unt11the 14th. On th1s 
dAte~ 64 bIrds weretra.pped and thIs fIgure included a Grasahoppc 
Warble~ and several LesaerWbltetlWoats. Helt'b day" no blrdsat 
all were r1nged. The 18th sa. an . Influx ot northern species. -
l?leldta.ree,. R!ngOusela" GrEt·enlano Wlteatears and a Wryneek. 
".Gatber oonditlons a.t -this-time we:re mol'S like a. flue day in . 
-;ra~aI7 ,tb.An llay_ 

,. 

The 20th wa.S' an interesting daY'. There were very few 
birds on the .island during the forenoon but rain set in from the 
E. about 10 a.m. and by m1dday mf.U17 migrants bad ar:rlved. 
Fleldf"ares" Continental SongTh.ru.b~ Ring 0u3e~, Continental 
Rob1n" Wh1nehat" Piea and Spotted Flycatchers" Willow Seage and. 
Garden Warblers. Chttl' chaffs , Wbltethroa:ta" many Redstal'ts_3 
Ort,olan Bunt1ngs~ Gray-headed Wagta:l.l" Tree P1pits" etc. (54 
birda were ringed)., Unfortunately" the' rain cea.sed flndthe slq 
cleared be.torenightf'al.l .. 

'rhe 21st was lllU'ked by 11 Bluetbl"oa.t And an Osprey which 
spent at least 2 hourBon the Hay .• 

On tha 93rd.f'ogandraln set :1n about 2 a..m.and con: 
,timed for about an hour bringing' in ~ellt numbers of migrants., 
SO birds had been trapped by 6 a.m. and the final f'1gure of 133 
.. sos a record tor a at ngle day on. tbe May-

~e most numerous species were., .. Willow Warbler, WhIte: 
1thl\Oat" Redstart and Bpctted. FlYCAtcher. but a fine mIlle Red .. 
npottad Bluethroat was alS) trapped. 



.. 
SsnrnB1rd Observatorz_ 

Ratph Ch,ls1ett writell (12.v.50h ' "Yainly strong 
northerly Winds" easter17 occasionally., Blaek Redstarts, Aprll 
16-20th_ Hay 1st arid '1th; first' Ccn:nrtQnRedstart. AprIl. 23rd. 
others, Ap2tl150th-t.to.r2nd and Uay S-12th,. Pied Flycatchers, 
futa,. 6 .. 10th. T\7o V1t7llecks.1 !lay lO-12th.. Treo' Plpl:(;, Aprl120th 
and 231'dand ,nay 9th,. First t1111ow .... rble:r., AprIl 7tb., main 
pass-AgeApr1.1 30th-r.tay 12th.Pir:st Lesse'1' Wh1tGthroat, AprIl 
22nd and several !.fay7-Bth. One Common Wb1te,throtlt .. April 22nd, 
and ammbel', Uay 9-12tllc.Several RIng Ousels" tla.y 9-10th. . 
F1rst Wheatearo" April 5th, stl1l pasolng May 19th. Odd \Vblmbre'4 
April 28th, 158.7 1st and. 11th. One Knot in breeding pl'UlJl8.ge. Ilay 
11th~ but Wadern generally ve~7 scarce. Greate~ Blnekbncked 
Gulla were obo&rved pa.ssing north in early fla.y, and Swallows 
still passi ng wut};!." .. 

, G .. H .. ; Alnsworth reports Spotted FlZfMtch-ers,. Ga'i!den 
Warblers, ~entoarn. Willow-wa.rblers, \1h1tethI'oats, Blaokcaps, 
Wood Warblers and Redatarts there on llay 20th. 

aiel B1~>d ({bs'6l."Vato;r:r .. 

. , t'Avery ·<1 .... ,.11 Spring mlg1"l1tlon to ~,&te (11th t!ay), 
although we hp...d two Avocets on April 17th,. a littlcRlngad Plover 
on .t!o.y 3rd.# a.nd tl':arU5 Rtltfs and tvlO Reeves t • .,.C1.ay.. Greenland 
Vlbeatoars otarted a I"'Llsh on Hay 1st \<fulch has not yotful17 
petered out. OUI' f'lnaltoto.l of' r~.nget1 Snow Bunt1ngs was 143ct. 


