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1. Spring Hlgration o Great Saltes Xsland.

As mentioned in Bulletin No. 4, para. 18, HajJor B. ¥.
Ruttledge .and “r, John Weaving spent a ten-day perlod ebserving on
Groat Saltee Island during the Spring migration, with a view %o
exploring the posslbilities of settling up a Bird Cbuer ateory thors.
They were followed by ¢wo English orn*thologluts, Messrs. Pollard
and Ellis. Major RuLthdpe verv kindly agreed to my suq$0¢t10ﬂ
thet the conmbined results of these inveutLvations ghould be cirenl:
rated among Bitish Bird Obscrva.terles, andé a summary of the
observationy hesg heen preparad by dobn YWeavirg and appears ag an
fppendix to this Builelin, ‘

Tas irish sbaervers, perhapy with additicnz2l reerults

aYe honipg to make a further stay on the island during Sspitenmber,
and it i3 pcesicle that a 43‘Lgolaﬁd irap will be in oparac?cn a*
that time.. Negllseus to say, any assistance of any kind that other
Blrd Observaiorizs or ornis 1oioglaus can give o Major Rattiedge’s-
schoems will be groatly apprecisted, His address is Cloounse,
Ballinrebe, Co., Mayo, ‘ :

2. Breoding 3irds at. Falr Isle,

GREY WAGTAIL Motaeilla cinerea, Twe young birds only
flew from the /5 nest reported in Bulletin Wo, 3, They werse tlll
in the Gully arses at the ené of - Augnat, though neither of the aduli
pirds had been rgcognised for over & month. Both young were ringed
iv the nest on July 2nd, and flew on July 8th. One, retrapped 16

days later, welghed 17.6%: Bes and the other, retrepped on August
13th, weighed 18.05 g..

BLACKBTIRD Turdus meruls. An 018 nest wag found in July
en the cliff-face of a geo on the east coast. A male bird «
singing in this srea during ¥Yay.

GEEAT SAUA  Catharactes skua, lx pairs nested; an
increagse of two pairs on 1948, All 1aig F/ gxcept a4 new pair on
Vigprd Hill, C/1. The eggs of one pair wers sucked, apparenitly by
Havens, and they 4id not lav again, Bight young woere xeared, and
have koesn ctlour-ringed. v

BLACK/
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BLACK GUILLEMOT. Csepphus grylle. A small Tystie colony
visited July l-4th by Keith MeGregor, R. Zamboni and R, Vernon
eomprised five pairs, three with C/1 and two with /2., . Two nests
were hatching on the afternoon of July 1st and on 3rd ons chiek,
hatched probably on the night ¢f July lst, weighed 63 g. Anotherg
hatched July 2nd, welghed 50 g. The young at this colonyg with one
gxcepticn, were desitroysd by heavy seas during a strong SE. gale in
mid=duly. The surviving chick was practically fully fledged when
ringed on August 2nd, aged 32-33 days, and weighed 16 oszs,

3 The Avetic Skua Study, 1950,

The esoiony, which numbered 20 pairs in 1949, iancreassd Lo
22 palirs in 1950, Three new sltes were taken up, but in each cuasze
the newcomers were unsucecessful. One slte on the outskirts of the
olony, first occupied in 1949, was not recccupied this ysar,
dﬁt-ough the pair wes observed there during Vay, With onse excoption
the 1% established palrs were partislly or completely successiul,
and so fay ag ig known 23 of the 2% young which survived to the
Fledging stage have lsft the island.

..J ff [o¢]
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The unauceessful pailr was a 1LEﬂu = dark mating which
nested late, hatching two chicka during the first week of July.

On@ youngster, the palest juvenils I have gver secn, was still
grounued" aefter about fovzy daysg, and en sxemination revealed that
5 had sustained an injury to the carpal jeint of the right wing
whieh would prevent it ever teking to flight, So the bird was sent

off on "The Good Shepherd" on August 16th and went scuth by air %o
Turnhouse the same day, arriving that evening 2t the Royal Scottisi
Zoological Park, where it is thriving. This voungster showed very
pronouncsed pale phase characteristics in the juvenile plumsge, ths
upper parts beinw gtrongly barred with pale brown, the head and neck
entirely light brown, and the underparts whitse with the feathers
narrowly tipped down, I% will be interesting to follow up the
changesg of plumage 2t each moult if the bird survives,

Two of the new pairs were lirht x dark matings:; they laid
single eggs, well away from the main celony. In one ¢ase the chick
died soon after hatching, and in the other thse egg was lost to a
predator, The third new pzir, a dark mating, alsce lost their
giuteh of two eggs to a predator, and dic not re<lay. ‘

The Homisdals Hillslde dark palr lost a elutech of two
beautiful pale greenishe-olive oggs at the end of May, and had
replaced them with two considerably darker eggs on the same site
b@foze June 15th, One egg sustained damsage in the neat, and the

39r produced a chilck which turned out to be the éarke%t juvenile
Y'!a .
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we have seen on the island, the entire plumagse being blackish=brown.
This was the last of the 1950 youngsters to fly, on Augusi 6th.

The five Fas Brecks pairs, nesting on the fringe of a
Bonxie territory, again showed a mark tendency to move their
families away from the nest in the opposite direction from theilr
rival?s-ground, The North pair, a light x dark mating, took their
¢hicks a distance orf 200 yards, across the rcad, to a part of the
moorland which had been the fledging-ground of % neir one youngster
in 1949, Lagt ysar this pair had the bad luck to lose their young:
:ster three weeks sfter fledging, end again in 1850 they lost the
darker of the two juvenlles at the sums age. The junior chick,
which survived, exhibited pals phase characteristics, having white
underparts masked by rufoug tins and fringes. These two youngaters,
hatehod 12 hrs., apart, remained very close in development, and took
thely first flights a few hours spart on July 5Bih.

In contrast, the two chicks of the Vatstrass dark x imtc
smodiate phase mating fledged ten days apart, and the @ riod might
well have baeen longer had we not interfered. T™he younger chlckis
backwardness was apparently due to a lcg injury which caused i: (qe’
walk wlth a marked limp, though the naturs cf the thU?] could not
be ascertained from a uuperfic*ai examination, On ne 39%h dﬁy I
decidsd this chick would have to have "flving lessons®, which
eonsisted merely of tossing him into the sir a fow timeQ from &
nillside overlooklng the nesting=ground! The "lessons" were contin:
:uad on the next day when, on one occasion, ne got under way himseli
On thoe third day he was flying as to the mdnn@r born, and was stiil
alive when the gluas?! departure freow the island began.

Last year the Burn of Furse North pair, of which the
famals is 2 dark phase bird with white patches on chin, belly and
legser wing-=coverts and a whive spot under ssch eye, hatched two
young. One was normal, the othsr having the same Whiu markings as
the parent in both down and Juvenile plumages. In 1950 this palir
again hatched 2 normal and a white-marked chlck, but unfortunaiely
only the first survived, One of the Bras of Restensgeo palirs, in
which the female has rather similar but less pronounced white mark:
sings, and lacks the eye-gpots, hatched a partly albino chick from
-the one egg laid, and this youngster has survived in a juvenile
plumage very like that of the parsnt. In 1948 a downy ¢hick wilth
white chin, belly 2nd wing-stumps was found on this gite (but
apparently did not survive), and In 1945 the single youngster reared
by the pair was o normal derk plumage,

On two occasions flat=flies, 2rnithomnyia fringillina, wero
taken from young Arcitic Skuas, and a third was geen but not eaptured
The occurvrence of thig ectoparasite on the sknas may be aﬁonden'al

tha/
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the flies transferring from smaller birds taken ss prey. Occasion:
:ally one gsces skuas attempting to fly down young pipits, and one
half-grown chick, when being handled, dlsgorged a complete Wheatear,
= complete, thig fa, except for the body feathers, which had been
plucked, The only other paragits collected was the mallophagan
Ssemundssonia csphalug, which last year was taken from the heads of
day=cld chicks. The very dark Homisdale Hillside youngster, at one
visit in the third week, was found to have a mass of blow=fly eges
on his mantle feathers, -~ testimony, perhaps, ef the inactivity of
skua chicks!

The peosition in mid-August, shortly befors departupe from
the igland, was g8 follows, 380 nearly as could be ascertained.
¥Five of the six pairs which fledged two youngsters atill had the
full brood surviving. Twolve additional pairs reared single
youngsters, so that in 8ll 23 young suwwived, not counting the one
which was sent bo the Edinburgh Zoo. Thia compares mors than
favourably with the 13 survivors from 20 matings in 1949, The 22
pairs lald a total of 42 eggs, of which 32 duly hatched, Incubation
and fledging-pericd data were obtained for s number of nests, and
the devaelopmsnt of w1nprg owth was followed in Lhe case of sevaral
yeungﬁtarso

A1l the surviving young are coloureringed so that it will
be posaible, sghould they return to the colony in future years, to
identify them wlth the type of parventage and year of birth. It is
hoped, by continuing this study year after year, to gather data Irom
fi6ld observation which will throw some light on the heredity of the
dark, pale and intermediate plumge-types.

In order to extend the sccpe of the study of the akuas!
breeding-biology, and pave the way for a commencement of work on .
their social relations during the nestingepsriod, 1t seemed desirable
to colourering as many adult birds as possible for individual
recorsnltlion, The idea of trapping adults on the nest, while it
offered the best chance of success in thls respect, was dlscarded
because of the risk of desertion or damage to the clutch, When
routbine visits to nestingepalrs woere over this problem was reconsid:
sered, and it was decided to try taking the adults 1n a clapenet,
worked from & hide a fow yards away, at a favourits bathing-pool on
Byrewil, The scheme had immedlate succeas, three birdszs being
captured on the first afternoon, and although & number of failures
followed through ene cause or ancther (such as cords breaking at
critical moments, failure to make allowance for changes in wind-
direction, etc,) a dozen birds were taken, deseribed, weighed and
@olourwringed before the onset of the Autumn migretion brought the
Skua study &o a closs, A stuffed Arctiec Skua fledgling, set up in
the netfall to BLt as a lurs, was responsbile for tne sapture of a
Bonx 19/ :
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Bonxie which saw in it the prospect of an easy meal; and of the
male Aretic Skus whogse fterritory is next the pool, and who persist:
:only stooped at the dummy, apparently trying to drive it away. . It
may or may not be significant that the single youngster ve\red on
this uerr*tory had vanished from home a day or two bafore.

This e¢lapenetting of adults ané nonebreeders will be
eontinued throughout next summer, for by this msans it should be
possible not only to capture a high proportion of the breeding birds
but also re=trap the young of previous years for plumage examination

4, Tinging Progress,

: ¥or the first time since the Observatory opened over 500
birds have been ringed in one month, %the August total of 535 bring:
«ing the season's total to 1594 btrdu of 58_different spocies,

_ . Features of the ringling during July were the increases
over 1949 figures in Wheatsar, Rock Piplt and Twite, = in each ca
mainly juvenile birds. The Heligoland Trap at ths Obgervauc“y&
built 4in August last years and the extension and improvement of the
Gully Trap &% the same time, wers largely. fesmonswb‘e for the
Improved gobals. 16 adult Herring Gulls were captured in the
Observatory Trap, - 11 of them ot one fell swoop on July 5Sthi

Gf 181 Vheatears ringed in August, €5 werse taken at the
Lighthouses on the nights between August 22nd-25th, and the remsind:
ser were capbured in the traps our 1650 total for this species is
now 285, including 40 ringed aS nestlings. Other August traeppings
include Twite 81 (Hotal now 133), Rock Pipit 55 (total now 105),
Garden Warbler 37, ¥illowswarbler 36, lMeadow Pipit £9, Pised Fly:
seatechor 20, %hincnﬂt 10.

A small trap built on 5he North Haven shore has been

responsble for the capturs of a numbey of Wheatears and Nock Plpits,
3 VWnite Vagtulls and 3 Willow-wayblers,

5o Zpurn 3ird Obsérvatoryo

: A posteard from Alec Butberfield dated August 16th records
bhe following: Siskin {ringed) July 10%th, 2 Barred Warblers {1
ringed) July 3lst, Stone Curlew (first Observatory record) Aupusi
15th; probable B;ac& Parn August 10th, Great Black-headed Gull, dJune
24the "Pi@d Filycatchers moving 883 well as hirundines and usua]
wavbiers

5/
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6o Autumn migration.

There was much movement through Fair Isle, mainly of
Wheatears, ¥illow and Gerdsn Warblers, Whinchats and Pied Flycatchers
during the last fortnight in August, Interesting birds seen during
this period include Aquatic Warbler, Barred Warblsrs, Eversmann’s
Warblers, Rose-coloured Pastor, Red=breastsd Flycatcher and Scarlet
Grosbeaks., A more detailed account of the observations during this
period will be prepared for Bulletin No. 6.

Ko Villiamsqno
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GREAT SkLTEE,

MAY 2950,

Extracts fyom the log kept by R. F. Ruttledgo and-
J. Weaving 11ith to 21gt May, 1950, and from
the continvation of this log. kept by ¥ossrs.
Pollard and Ellis.

eATHEH,
Forenoon. Aftsrnoon.
Bata. Visibility . Visibility
1950,' wind,. Sky. Conditioms. Wind, Sky. QCeonditlons.
HMay, , :
10th, NE 4 b.go" -Bad, foggy NE 4  B.g. Poor hazy.
‘ . hage.
- Alth. BNE 4 b. Good. NE 3 b, Good.
12th. KE 3-4 b. Good. HE & b, Good.
- 13th. HE 3=4 b.c.. Good. 1Bbyb 4 Db.c. Good,
15th. 2oyl 2~3 o0.gn. Moderate, - NE 4 .0.g5, Moderate,’
cool, clearing
- 18th. EbyS to GCool, BLoNE 2.3 b, Good.
B8E 3=2 o. . . Modarate,
1?th°1\mbyk‘ 3-2 b, Moderate, ESE 1 - b.mo.  Moderate.
) hazeée. '
18th.NTbyH #1o0.p. Fair, ESE 2=1 boc, Good.
19th., WE.Q1 = e.r. Good. "E 2=3.- b,e, Good,
20th, WE 2«3 o.£7. Hoderate. 51 6.2f. Poor.
21st!EbyS 4 o.g. Moderate. EbyS 3 o.gm. Poox.
28th. WN% 5 b.  CGoed. VWY 5 b.e. Good.
29¢h. "W 4 b,c. Fair, cool. WNW 4 b,e¢. Fair,
30th. Woys 3 b, Googd. Wbys 3 b Good.
3lat., W% 1 b.c. 'oderate. waol 1 b.e. Moderate.
June, _
1st. w8 1 b.ec. HModerate. USW 1 b.c. HModerate.
RINEILNGC of MIGRANDDL.

Pragvicus

ishbo
¥o wind, fog.,

NE 4, Clear.

NE 3, Claar.
ENE 2, Clear.
N“ %o BbyN 2,

Clear.
N& 4»5 Cleax
¢Gldo
NE Cleare
'4SW1 fo HE.
No wird.
MEL, overcast

NE 1 to EbyS ¢,
Clexr to rain.
N¥% 5, Overcast,
wRE, Gloudyn
Glear.
Galns Clear.

 Caim Clear.

Wo attempted to cateh migrants in fleu nets, and spent the

firss/
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£irast four days experiienting with a large net, hefore we convineced
ocurselves that the mesh was too large., We then rigged up a very
small net, six feet by four, in which we trapped:-

Sadgo VWarvlers 3,
Yhitethroats 8,
. ‘Garden ¥arblers 2.

Had we been able to erect a small Heligoland trap on the site
occupled by this small neét, we could heve shown quite impressive
ringing flgureas. Most ©f the bilrds we drove escaped ovex or yound
ouy sm2ll net, Ten birds wers itrapped on May 18th and one bird om
each day from 13th %o 15th.
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DATLY SCUHLDULE OF SPECIus.
ey - , : Juns
S P ECIEGS, T\ 12 14 L4] 15, 16] 17] 18 19] 20] 24| 28] 29| a0l 311 1
Black~headaed Buntline. m
Reed Bunting. - 1
Yellow VWagtall. Lo
vhilte Wagtail, 1
YWoodehat Shrike. ‘ g
Spotted Flyeaitcher, 4 3 21 51 7] 3| 3 2
Phylloscopus sp. - 1 o :
®illow Warbler.. il 21 7] 3] 2| 41 3[14] 21 3 iR
Sedge Warblevr. 15| 20| 20} 20115115} 20{ 20| 15| 15|15
- + |+ + + |+
Garden Warbler. 3L 1 1lp 1) 11 1 1
Blaekeap. m m
Gommon Thitethrosat. 31105101 4| 7| 7 %? 35! B8]1l}le 1 1
..r N
fheatear. 1212512111 6111 8]io} 5 4) 2 mij f
¥hinchat., 1] 21 1 i 1y 21 1
Nedstart. : m ? f _
Swaliow, 30180118] 6110l 6!22{10115{3011 71 73121 81 6
-+ - e -+
House Martin. Bli5] 411014 4| 1} 2] 2] 9 2 - i 2
Sand tartine. 21 2) 2 1 il 31 2 1l 2| 1
Swift, 6134 S5y 7} 8] &1 6] 3 311 10
Hightjar, m -
Cuckoo. 21 11 1 1 i
Kestrel. 11
Wood Pilgeon. 1 1
Turtle Dove., 3t 21 5y 31 3| 4] &| 4] 3| 8 41 2| 31 211k
Curlew, 2f Li 1§ 2 i1 1 1! 1
¥himbrel.. 21131 6 21 1§ 2|30 3| 3| 21} 6 : 2121311
Turngtone. 201 41 & 3| 2] 4 4 21 3] 2
. Dunlin, 1! 1§ 6{14 ] 6 {2010 ? 21 111
.-?u il
Common Sandplper. St L Y1 1115 1)1 1
- Sandwich Tern. 3 8
Common and/or Arctic Tern. 3 L 2l e
Black=headed Gull, , i
GCorneraka, 1 1

Nobe: m = mBle: f = fomals,



MOTES ON SPUCILS,

RAVEN, One pair neating, very late. One or two young were killied by
& QOreater Black-backed Gull Larus marinus, May 29th,

JACKDA™, Corrus monoedulsa. Breada: 27 seen in the air at one tlme,

BLACKX-HTADED BUHTIYG. Emberiza Melanocephala. The male seen by
Messrs. Pollard and £1118 18 the oniy Irish record:. (Identi:-
:fication gatisfactorily substantiated - R.¥.R.).

SKYEARK, Alauda arvensis., Formerly numerous. One paily possibly
breeding, bird in song on several days (R. & ¥.). Two seen
together (P, & E.).

¥EADO PIPIT. Snthus pratensis. Breeds, fairly plentiful. HNo
estimats ol mamoers made.

ROCK PIPIT. Anthus spinolaetta. Breeda, plentiful. No sestimate.

VOODCHAT BHRIKE. Lanius senator. Adult f. in garden, ilay 30th, third
Irish racord (P. & EJ.

NORTHERN WILLOV-WARBLER. Phylloscopus 5rochilus acredula. R.F,R. fecols
sure that a proportlon of the %illow-larbiers seen ware of this
form, and is certain that one seen on 1l8th was Northern racs.

(w00D WAHBLER, DPhylloscopus sibilatrix., On May 12¢h, R.F.R, had a poor
view of & Phylloscopine warbler in & brambls bank, At firss
glance, from a little distancae, he thought the bird was a
glskin, 80 yellow was 1t on the wings. The superciliary
stripe was broad and very yellow, breast very yellow, and belly
‘and under talle-coverts markedly white. It flew off %o a Dank
some digstance away and could not be found again.)

SEDBE WARBLTR, Acrocephalus schoenobaenus. Twelve pairs at leasd
* breeding (P. & E,).

CARDEW WARBLER, Sylvis torin. The bird ringed on 15th was still
present on L7th.

BLACKBIRD, Turdus merulao Three pairs nesting; soms young on the
Wing (Po En)ﬁ

WHEATEAR, Osenanthe ocenanthe. Only on three oceasions (lay 1ith, 15th
and 21st) was & very grey-backed bird, undaubted]y males of tho
typlcal/




1i.

typical vace, seen)(R. & W.), No proof of breeding, though
what appearsd %o be two pailrs wers seen (P. & E.)o

HﬂDG”aSPARQG“ Prunells moduleris, Four pairs (Ra). Probably five
pairs (P, & E.). , ' L , ,

. 1"'R}':?‘l“h, . Troglodytes troglodyteao ' About six peirs (P, & E.).

S’ALLO” Hirundo rustica, Marked migration: movement was often most
pronounced in the afternoon, The flight was NE, or NNE., and
the birds usually travelled along the northern shore of the

- 18land (R. & V. )}, Formerly nested., = At least six birds
frequented the farm buildings up till May 15¢h, when they left.
Four birds were near the bulldings daily from day 28th to June
1st. No indication of RGSulnb Po & E.)o

HOUSE MARTIN. Delichon urbica, SAND MARTIN. Riparia riparia.
Direction end time of migration ag for Swallow°

SWIFT, Apus apus. Swifts did not hang about so much as the hirundines
an on nost days left the island over Sebber, having come in
from SV,

&HELT DUCK. - Padorna bLadorna. Flocks of up to ten seen daily. . Mosh
- birds wore paired. One nest suspecthed.

- PEREGRINE. Faico PErogrinmis. Falcon flughed several times near old
eyrieo

MALLARD., Anas platyrhyanha, Parties of up co 24 seen daily, one pair
almost c@rtainly breedingc

RED-BREASTED %BRGAN“’Ro Merpgus serrator. . Nest suspected (Po & E.).

CORVORANT, Ph¢1acr0corax carTbo, Abgent for second year in gsuccession,

SHAG, Phalecrocorax aristotelis, Over 100 pairs braeding (TW. ),

GANNET. Sula bassana, Breeding. A gecond nest was cccupied this ysar

MATH SHEAPW“T.R Paffinusg puffinus. Breeding, - no attempt was made to
investigate the size of ffthe colony.

FULMAR, Tulmarus glacialis, Great decrease since 1847, when 40 palrs
occupied nest=sites. Count of 14 pairs, May 16th-18%th (J.W.).
Later in month an estlmate of 60 birds, of which 20 pairs were
thought to be breeding (P, & E.).

ROCKDOVE/
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ROCKDOVE. COIumba»Tivia.' Se@eral"wefe»éaen on most days;

TURTL.S DOVE S*reptopelia turtur, Gne blprd, easily recognised by its
ghort tail was f£irst seen Way 17th and was still present June
8t

YHIMBREL. -Numenius gpaeopus. One with easily recognised éafiation of
' caliwnote wasg present May 11th=~19thv

© RINGSD PLOVJ . Gharndrius hiautcula. Ona pair breeding at tha Ring,

LAPWING. Vanellﬁsivanellus. , From 12 to ig pairs hreedingo

OYSTER-CATCHER. Hagmatopus estvale s, Five neats,on‘beach (2) No
nests on beach on Way. 19 éJ.Wo)o One nest in a field, and
another field mnest suspocted. Numbers seen daily, up %o 18
~in flocka May 1lth-21st, several birds in partial‘ﬁinter '
. plumageo

‘HERRING GULL. Larus argéntatus. : Saveral large and many small colonies,
Population estimated at L1000 pairs in 1943, from nest count;
in 1950 appeared to be of the same order,

BRITISH LESSER BLACKBACK, Lerus fuscus greellsii. Nesbing in three
areas, 32 nests in all (H, & ey, -

GREA?ER BLAGKBAG(a Larus marinus, Oaunt of 89 nasts'(ﬁo & Wcj.

KITPIVAKE, . Rissa triﬂactyla° Vory large colonies, mo astimate of
mmbers made,  Numbers of non-broeders seem deily at the Ring
and Seboer had a proportion of lst year hirdso

GﬂIﬂ&EMOTe Uria aslga, ‘3782 birds coupted, of vhich 9 wero’ bridle&,
004 2%, Egtimated breeding population betwgen five and six
thousand pairs, (W),

RAZORBILL, Alea torda. In ecaraful estimate W, consliders this apacles
' more numerous than Guillemot.

PUFFIV, TFratersula arcbica. Colony,appaars‘to_have dscreased (W),



