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fortnight of Augnst, beginning on the 19th after a day of SE.<E.
There was increased movement among most speclies on 21st,
25th {(very marked) and £7th, as shown in the summary below,

wind.

There was a fairly steady flow of migrants during the last
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A number of other speclas were concernad, and notes on
the more important ones (together with earliier observations) follow.

, ROSE-COLOURED PASTOR Pasgtor voseus. A single immature
bird was in the neighbourhood of the Bird Observatory from August
22-30th {(nine days), During the first few days it was much in
company with the local Starling flock, and rather wild; but towards
the end of its stay it was often observed alone, and became very
tame, There was a distinetly pinkish suffusion over the buff of
mantle and rump: the underparts were greyish-white, and the bill
yellew, The bird often stood with o dumpy stence, the head "sunk
into the shoulders™; the legs were long in comparison with those
of the Starling, and although the normel galt was a walk the birad
changed to long springy hops if it wanted to mave quleckly towards a
promizing source of food, It more than held its own in competition
with the Starlings, who never attemptad to withstand i%s bullying.

CHAFFINCH PFringills ecoelebg. A ecock bird which .was
eaught whén singing in the approach to the Haa Trap on June 6th nhas
gummered on the isls, and was again in the vicinity of ths Has at
the end of August, :

SCARLET CROSBEAK (Carpodacus erythrinus. Two wers sSesn
at the Haa, August 3lst, and one onr the followlng day, This was
trapped on S6pteomber 2nd and, judging from the worn reetricss, was
a bird of the year, The uppsr mandible was dark horn, the lower
mauve, the legs dark flashecolour and the inside of the mouth rose-
red.
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ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulens. A young bird on
corn-stooks near the Haa, August 29th.

LAPLAND BUWIING Calearius lapponicus. The characteriss:
sde ealle-notes of this speclas (rippling flight-note as well as the
ioud "see-0o") were heard on the moor, September I1gst and 3rd.

. VHITE WAGTAIL Motaellla alba alba. The first arrived on
August 13th, There were six on North Haven shore next day and
about ten each day from 17=27th, They increased to over thirty
from 29<31at but were few during the early days of September,

SPOTIED FLYCATCHER Muselicapa strista. One, July 4th.’
One, August 28th, and two nsxt day.

PIED FLYCATCHER Ifuscleapa hypuleuca° A lst winter bird
trapped in the Gully at 0730 nrs, Aupust 20rd was re-ecaptured at the
South Lighthouse lantern at 2330 hrs, the same night, -

RED-BREASTHED FLYCATCHUER *uscicapa parva, An immature
bird on the south shore, August 26th,

RED=-BACKED SHRIKE. Lanius collurio. Young birds from
Avgust 18-21st and. 25-28th. David Jenking noted that the latter
spent much of 1ts time catching Shetland Bees BSombus smithiamug and
impaling them on projecting strands of echicken-wirse in a fence. A
similar observation was mads in 1948: see Scot. Nat., 61: 2425,

WILLO'" WARBLER Phayllescopus trochilus. A juvenilo was
trapped on August 1st and one was seen on leth. (Two "Phylloscopus
sp." were noted on 6th and 8thj. There was one on 17th and four
were Lrapped on i8th.

EVERSMANN!S WARBLTR Phylloscopus boyealls. For
description and field-charactsrs of Gwo watched on August 30th soe
pera . 2,

CRASSHOPPER WARBLISR Locgustella naeviac One in Burn of .
Gilly, Septewber 1lst,

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schosnobaenus. One, August

2lst.

AQUATIC WARBLER Acrocopbhalus paludlcola. One, found
indspendently by E. J. Cottier and myself, was haunting long grass
beside s rainwater pool on the evening of August 20th., It struek
me as o very pale, almost sandy bird in flight, especially on the
underparty; it pave a brief but parfect view of the distinctive
head markings of buff coronal and supereiliary stripes separated by
blackish/
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blackish streaks, when it alighted beside the pool. .Apparently
the fourth Scottish record, the third at Fair Isle.

BARRED WARBLER Sylvia nisoria, A young bird flew out
of my skua-=trapping hide on Byrewil on August 23rd, On the evening
of 24th encther wag obliging enough te enter a net set for it among
thistles on North Haven besach: 1t was a very tame individual and
stayed at the Bird Observatory {always working among the thistles)
for nine days, = {see para. 3). An adult was reported on 25th and
young birds were seen in the village area 26=27th and on the west
¢liffs September 2nd.

WHITELIIROAT Svlvie eommunis. °* 1st Winter birds wsre
trapped August 19th and 218t

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia eurruca., One, August 24th;
two, 27th, ons of which remained at the Bird Observatory until 3lat.

: WHEATEAR Osnanthe oenanthse. Considerable movement was
evident en August 23rd and 28th, probably loeal and Shetland birds
moving outo There were numbers at the South Lighthouse on the
night of 22/23rd, when cver forty waere caught. They were all ist
Winter birds, as were twenty-one taken there on the following night,
and four at the North Lighthouse on 24/25th, Of the last two
hundred trapped {since July 27th) only five were adult msles,

REDSTART Phosnicurus phoenicurus. Female on Ward Hill,
July 22nd, and another August 25th.

"HINCHAT, Young birds, August 10th and 12th; 6¢ne or
two, September 1-2nd.,

SHALLOY Yirundo rustica. 0dd birds at intervals {rom
mid=June to mid-=duly,

HOUSE MARTIN Dsllchon urbica, Ona, August 28th.

SAND MARTIN PRinaria riparia. Singly, August 2nd, 20-
22nd, 30th and two on 26th.

SRIFT Lpu3 apus. Two, July 1=2nd, one on 6th and five
on 25th. Two on Augnst 10th increased to eight next day. Three,
September 1st.

CUCKOC GCuculus canorus. Report of one ealling at
Sumburgh, Shetland, July 28th. Singly at Palr Isle, August 10th,
Z=16th, 21st, 23-28th,

SHORT/ .
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SHORT=EARZD O™L Agio flammeus. One, July 10th, and
another, August 12th, W, dorne reported two owls at Sumburgh,
probably this species, in mid-July. ,

' ~ MERLIN PFalco columbarius. The first was a female,
August 4th. - ’ ’

KESTREL Faleo tinmneulus. One from August 20-20th,
with two on 26th, Yan Munro caught a young female in the Gully
Trap on August 26th and re=trapped 1t on the Ward Hill next day:
in each case it was chasing small birds,

MALLARD Aras platyrhyncha. Female, August 8th; thres

@h 24th.
TEAL. Anas ¢recca. Singly, Auéuat 4th and 13=14th.
PINTAIL Anas écutao Drake on July 3rd, an unusual date.
—_— TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula. Immature drake, August

VELVET SCOTER Melanittae fusea. Drake on September lst.

TURTLE DOVE Strapsonelis surtur. Ons, August 26th.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT, Limosa lzpponica, One, August 2b6th.

BLACK=TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa. A young bird,
August 2th.

CUGLEVY Humsnius arguata. Varying numbers from beginning
of July, passage most marked on 4th and 25th. :

'HI¥BREL “umenius phecopus. One or two during the wsek
from July 1lth, then a few dally with increases on 25tk and August
1is%, '

: TURNSTCNE Arenaria 1ﬁterpres, First on July 292th; ona,
August 7th end eight next day. Smell mumbers, fluctuating, August
22nd onwards. :

~ KNOT Qalidris ganutus. One, August 7th, end six next
day; two, 26th, and four, 28-50th. W, Horne reports a small flock,
some in summer dress, at Virkie Pool, Sumburgh, July 15th (wind SE),
increasing to about eighty the following day (SE. gale and rain).

DUNLIN Calidrig alpina. One, August ll-i4th,

SANDERLING/
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SANDERLING Crosethia alba. Three, Augnst 9-12th; six
on lathy five, Sontember lazndov

RUFF Philomachrg pugnax. A young bird, duly 28th, and.
another August llth, geen trom 'the hide &t the skuas?! bathinge p@ﬁlo
A young bivrd at ths north pools, August 29th; five adults et the
gouth, 25-28%th, X

_ WOOD SANDPIPZR Tringa 8laracla. One, August 12-20th.

. GREZS SANDPIPER Trings schrophus. 8ingly, July 17-20th,
August 21st, 26-29th and September lst, awo, Augnat 6th end 1lth.

REDSHANA Trings tovenua. First on July 3rd, three on
12th, six on 19¢h and §7tha oetherwise ons or two on most days.

GREENSHANX ‘Teinga nebularia.  Singly, July 27th, Augnst
2nd, 10-11th, 220d end B5-26%h, o |

RINGED PLOVIR charadrlus hiaticula, 0dd virds from mide
July (seven on 22nd, five on 29¢h). '

GOLDEN PLOVER DPluyialis apricaria. EBight en August 25th,
four on 29th. o '

LAPHING Vanellus yanellua., Flook of 13, Augﬁsﬁ lat, and
" 20 on 23rd,. - v

PERNS Sterpa hirunde or magrurs, Sowe at the South
Lighthcuse night of 22/23rd and one or two at the scuth end nex$
day A young biwd in the North Haven, Septemwber 4th.

QUAIL GCoturnix eoturnix. One reported ealling in ryee
grase, July 3rd, : v

2. . PField thes on Eversmann?s Warblaer,

" The. birds wore distinetly larger than the many Willow
Verblers which had nean passing throvgh for several days, ahd In
fact their size and the mere greenish {less brownish) olive tone of
the upper-parts was strongly reminiscent of the Wood Warbler. The.
crown wag rather browner than the mantle and the tail was brownishe
olive without any greenish fringes, The rakish yellow superciliary
gtripe, extending almost te the nape, was equally prominent as in -
the Yellowebrowed Warbler and much more styriking than in the
Greenish Varbler trapped hers June 2nd, 1949, A gdark stripe
through %he eye contrasted with this and the yollowish cheeks,
The lores were a dark olive colour.

A/
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A short yellowishewhite wing-=bar at the tips of the
greater eoverts was the main feature of the closed wilng, Thers
was a similarly coloursd but much less obvious marking on the median
coverts; thls was present on both wings in the ecase of one bird,
but waes present on the left wing only in the other, - the right winge
geen several bimes in close view, appeared to have lost all trace of
1t. It would be an exaggeration to call this marking a bar, since
the whitish mark was apparently confined to one cor two feathers enly.
The tips of the primaries, in the closed wing, showed as a dull
‘brown without any indlication of greenish or olive; suggesting that
the wing-feathers wers o5ld and 1in consoquence well worn, and the
birds probably adult. _

The underparts were dull whitish, the sides of breast and
flanks having a marked greylsh wash, and, whan seen at closp
guarters, & faintly striated aeffect, The centre of breast and
belily was y¥sllowishetinged, and the under tall=coverts were alao
suffused with yellow,

The beak appeared 1ong and spear-like for a Phylloscopus,
and wes brownlsheorange, darkest at the tip of the upper mandible.
- The legs wers paler, brownlsh-flesh, and the Inside of the maih was
- orange.

The birds haunted an enclossd ecabbagsepetch, sesking small
gresn caterpillars (% Barathrze brassicase), one of which was battersd
on the wall kefore being swaliswed, or catching flies above the tops
of the plants. A bird once flew nearly 30 ft, upwards to take a
Tipulid, but sallles wers normally confined to a low level. A
caterpillar of the Large Vhite Butterfly (Plerlis brassicae} was
taken on one occasion, but the bird apparently found it distasteful,
as 1% diliscarded 1%,

When moving from place %o place on thse tops of the cabbage
plants the birds kept up a constant flicking of the closed wings in
typleal Phylloscopine fashion, but when resting between energstie
bouts of foodeseeking the wings were held egtilil, In form they
appeared to be slenderer birds than Willow Warblers, and they had a
hablt, « which I have not seen in other leaf-warblers, - of stretch:
¢ing out thelr necks and at the same time twisting their heads to
one s8ids, as though alertly following some movement among the plants.
In this way they adopted some quite unususl postures, = the type of
extravagant posturing, in fact, that one only expects to find in an
Audubon paintingl Another feature was the unekmpt appearancs of
the head, = the feathers of the crown were often lifted, giving the
1mpression of a tiny crest, and the chin=feathers wers ruffled,
giving a bearded effecth. These may seem to be small polnts, but I
think they are important: the field identification of Phylloscopus

8p./
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sp. must always rest on small differences, and so marked were these
behaviour tralts during our two hours observation that they are
probably characteristic of the species,

Oms or twice the birds called to each other, a hard "zik",
and on being dilsturbed by a cat one bird scolded with & more ‘
emphatic version of the same note, a repeated "techik", They wers
watched by Ian Munro, David Niocoll and Drs. J. A. R, Milles and
J. C. D. "hite as 'til a8 myself.

3, Soms Waichts of Autumn Migrants.

- Normal procedure here on capturing a bird is to taks it
to the laboratory in a muslin bag, weigh accurately to the second
decimal place on the beam=balance, then weigh the bag and subtract
the tare. Somet imes the same bag 1s used for a number of birds,
but in this case 1t 1s slways necessary to check the weight after
every third or fourth weighing, as small changes occur, Ringed
birds are re-trapped whensver possible for re-weighing in order to
determine to what extent migrants "feed up" and increase their
weirht befors moving on; or, in the case of resident birds, to
what extent welght varies at different timses of the day. Some
results of this investigation are given below:

SCARLET GROSBEAK. 1st Winter bird, 23,97 g.

TREE PIPIT, Two trapped, August 218t and 23rd, weighed
21,6 g. and 18,03 g, The average of nine September 1949 birds at
thelir initial trapping is 20 g,, with a range of from 17.6 g, to
22,7 g, A bird caught on September 20th at 1730 hrs, weighed
21.8 g., and had increased to 25,2 g. when re=trapped at 1130 hrs.
a week later, This 13 the heaviest weight we have recorded for
this species, and the nearest approach to it is 24.14 g, for a
Spring migrant taken on May 22nd, 1960,

WHITZ WAGTAIL, Trappings have been few this year, and
welghts for only three birds, all lst Winter females, are availeble,
~ 20,95 g., 24,77 g., and 25,09 g, Only one (a lst Vinter female)
of the 23 birds trapped last Autumn was heavier than the last, at
27,85 go

RELD-BACKEL SHRILE, First Winter bird, 25.91 go

PILED PFLYCATCHER. Twenty-one ihitial trappings during the
last fortnight of August 1950, and nine in August-September 1949,
give sn average of 12,83 g., with a range of 10.41 g, to 16,52 go
The latter, trapped on Ward Hill at 0630 hrs,, 1s an unusually
heavy 71rd, and the nearest approach is 15.82 g, for another lat
Winter
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Winter male. Two "retraps" show the following changes in weight:

L 2746 18t W, 23.,viii (0700 hrs.) 11.72 g,
' 24.viil (1430 hrs.) 12,1 g,

T 2863 1st W, 26.viii (1830 hrs,) 14 .87 g.
28,viii (0645 hrs,) 1l.2 g.

The difference in the first case is probably due to time of day;-
the second bird, however, certainly appears to have been unable %o
maintain 1ts welght during 1its stay. Spring migrants may prove to
be lighter on average than Autumn birds, but only three records are
availeble, for lst Summer males in May, = 9.6 g., 10.18 g. (both
lighter than any Autumn bird), and 13,03 g, Our single June record
for a Spotted Flycatcher, 11,66 g., 13 much below four Autumn
wolghts, which range from 13,15 g, to 14.9 g -

WILLO™ VWARBLER, Average of forty birds trappsd Auguste
Septembér 1s 7.97 g,, with 2 remarkably wide variation for so small
a bird, = 6.25 g, to 10.93 g-. The latter was caught as sarly as
0630 hrs. Fourteen Spring migrants, varying from 7.3 g, te 9,65 ga,
average higher at 8.44 g, One bird which scaled 8, g, at 1330 hrs,
on Aupust 28th was 8,690 g. at 0830 hrs, on 30th. Another, 7.4 go
at 0730 hrs, on Sep ember 2nd, was 8,44 g, at 1630 hrs, next day.

BARRSD WARBLER, The welghings of the trapped Barred
Varbler mentioned 1in para. 2 showed a slight but steady increase
during its stay: :

August 24th (1845 hrs.) 21.71 g.
27th (0730 hrs.) 22,15 g.
Z0th (0730 hrs.) 23,04 g.
30th {1300 hrs.) 23.46 g.

GARDEN WARBLER, Forty-two Autumn migrants average 16.81 g
with a rangs of from 12,7 g, to 20.44 g, The latter 1s unusually
heavy and only two others scaled over 19 g. One welghing 18,086 g
at 1330 hrs, on August 27th was down to 17.28 g, at 1630 hrs, the
same day, a considera-ble loss in so short a time.

WHITETTROAT, Two 1st Winter birds wers 12,47 g. and
13.35 g Two September migrants last year were 14,5 g. and 11.9 g.
Five Spring migrants vary from 11.9 g. to 14.01 g,

LESSER WHITETHROAT, On the 1ittle material avallable
there seems to be no difference between Spring snd Autumn weights,
end ten birds of the typical race (both categories) average 11,27 g
(initial trapping). The lightest Autumn bird was trapped at 0630
hrs. on August 27th at 9.54 g., and on being re-trapped at 1830 hrs,
on the following day it showed 11,25 g, A bird in Spring which
welghed/ A
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weighed 9,27 Eo {and is not included in the sbove} had been trappod
overnight and part of the day in the porchway of 2 houss; at 055
“hys, on the dny following release i was 9,8 £o, amd at. U815 his,

tnvee days laber wasz LOD,U‘G Three Sylvie currucsa blyihi in
Septembar 1849 wora wary bons*~t mnt 1§ uus miTowance 1a made for
t4me of capbure, viz. 10,2 go atb Q615 rao, 10,65 g. at 0950 hra.,-
and 11.04 go at 1530 hrs ' : - :

o WRTACHAY., F urt 89N bxrdm, mainly heb ertar,'avaramo
14,85 Bo, ranging fromn LloO o to V7,16 Eo

WwaLG\ One trspped on Augnst 19th weighed only 9”996ﬁ

and was in very poor shs ve: it was found desd next Borningo
Another caught on £2nd weighed 33,32 z.
Ao uvn""hﬁ g Yiruses in Beo-hirda,
Dye J. A, R, Miles, of the Dopar sment of ?a*ﬁolngyé_

Camhridee Univaﬂs?tya hag pald two viﬁi*s o Pu!r Tsle during thae
Sundan,ir the covrse of an Inveashigadi goning bkw'anidﬁncc
R ‘twitbcsin viruses 1n. Bribtish - uﬂﬁﬁvnfds. Mis attentlion has ,
‘besn concenkrabed on the Fulaar Pitreld 3 s werk in the Shoehland
RIS o oo "Pelloyeun” of invest ;xmn ‘he hade in the Fulmar
pepulation of thd F¥ooroo 3 st year, Ho has kindly gri%ien

1 o

8 note concerning thig FanLpnb:an = and, o birdewatchers, Llittlas
¥nown, < branch of ornithology, and I ha wa plesswiein ineluding 1%
ag an Appoendix to this guﬂlquiue . . : '

Dirvactor,



PATR  ISLE BIRD OBSHRVATMRY,

Appendix to Bulletin Mo. 6, 1950,

Investigation for the presence of Ornithosis Viruses in British Sea-
birds, . ‘ .

e e g

Since about 1870 it has been recognised that man could
occaslonally acguire a severs pneumonia from contact with Parrots,
but until 1920-30, when the importation of large numbers of
psittacines from South America {(mainly the genus Anazonaj led to
over 700 human cases of psittacocis in Western Europe, this disease
wag regarded as a rarity. '

In 1932 Meyer and Eddie showed that tho disease was eondemic
in aviary-bred Budgerigars in California, and in a classical series
of papers they demonstrated that the virus was latent in the adult,
but that under bad eondltions or during the physlological stress of
breeding such 8 earrier could begin to shed virus in its sexcreta,
Thorefore a high percentage of young birds became infected in the
nest and showed slgns of disease at about the time of fledging.

They were listless, ruffled and had soiled vents, and about 9% of
such blrxds died. The remainder recovered e¢linlcally, but became
carriers and all gsuch birds carried the virus for at least one year,
although some ¢leared themselves of virus later, It was zoon shown
that the disease was present in Australlan as wall as South American
parrots, and by now 31 species of 19 genera of psittacines have been
shown to be infoected with psittaeosis, : i

In 193C & new human diseass appeared in the Faeroe Islandsg,
occurring in the first fortnight in Septembser, The patisnts
sufferad from s severe pneumonis from which about 20% died. During
the f1irst threse years there were only a few cases, but in 1933 and
the years following epidemics occurred. Dr, R, K, Rasmussen recog:
:niged the association with the time at whieh young Fulmars were
taken for food and the simllarity of the discase to psittacocis, and
in 1938 Hacgen and Mauner of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute, Berliln,
f1spliated a virus similar to the Parrot virus from carcases of
juvenile Fulmars sent from Faeroce.

Since that time 1t has been shown that tame Plgeon stocks
both in America and the British Isles are heavily infacted with a
similar virus which ig far less virulent for mice than the Parrot or
Fulmar viruses angd is appavrently far less infsctive for man,
Various other Columbiformes have now been shown, by serological
testing, to be infected with similayr strains.

In/
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In Americag domestic fowls and ducks have been shown to
be ¢nfected with similar viruses whieh are again of low pathogenic:
:ity for mice, and do not appear to infect man readily, Hany
other species of birds, especially finches, have been shown to be
infected, but in most eases the infection has been acquired from
diasasad psittaclnes under crowded conditions in pet shopso

In 194% Pollard reported the results of sornlegical

- testing of sera from 8 variety of American sea=birds snd waders.

' These results suggested that the American Herring-gull, several
species of tern, and the Willet Catoptrophorus gemipalmatus were
-infected, and a viras gimlilar to others of’the group was isoleted
 from a willet.

In our investigations we are examiﬁing aéra‘frbm & number
of species of sea-=bird to obtain an indication of whether viruses
of . this group are common in the British Islesa

: .. For this purpose birds are captured, bled from 2 wing=
,vein, exemined for signs of active disease, and if they are appar:
sently heaTthy they are releasad, Sick birds are killed and
sxamined in detail, and a proportion of the juveniles eaptursd are
eollected and examined for evidence of disease. From this material
we ‘are attempting to isolate strains of virus, to investigate thelr
relations with one sanother and with the ¢lasslcal parrot strains,
and to decide thelr pathogenlcity for mammals. From the sara we
hope to gat some indication of how common past experience of
viruses of this group ia in the species of birds which we sxamine.

Up to the present we have axamined one or more (up to 2B)
specimens of serum and/or organs from Greatér Blackback, Lesser
Blackback and Herrxng Gulls, Fulmer, Manx Shearwater and Pulffin.

. So far we have ohtained seroiogical evldence that some of -
these snecies are infected with viruses of the group, and wa have
§39lated at least one straln of virus which differs substantially
from any of those described previously. We parsicularly want te
see wheother Fulmars in this country are infected and, if they are,
whether the virus involved is similar to the strain isolated by
Haagen and Mauer, and which hes shown such vemarkable infectivity
and pathogenicity for man,.

J. A. R. MILYS,



