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A nu.mb@l' of other specIes Vfl9re concernad s an.d 'notes on 
the more 1.mportant ones (together v.'ith earlier observations) followc 

ROSE=COLOURED PASTOR Pastor rosaus o A single immature 
bird was in th.e neighbourhood of=the BIrd -o'6Servatoryrrom August' 
22<=>30th (n5.na days)o During the first few days it wes much in 
eompany viith 'thE! local Starling flock$a.nd rather wild; but towards 
the end of its stay it was often observed alone i and became vary 
tame 0 There was El. distinctly pinkish suffusion over the' buff of 
mantle and l"'ump; the underparts were grey:l.sh';whlt e; j and the bill 
yellow o Th€) bird often stood wi'1ih a dumpystanee b the head f1 sunk 
into the shouldersu ; the legs were long :tn comparison with those 
of thl!J Starl:H1go and although ·th~ normal gait was a walk i;;he bird 
changed to long springy hops if it wanted to move quiekly towards El. 

promi sing sou ree 0 f food I) It more than hold 1 t S 01:1n tn compe t i tion 
with the Starlings p who never attempted to withstand its bullying~ 

. ." -
. CH{.\FI"INCH Fripa111e: coelebs o A cock bird which.~i1as " 

caught when singing i'ir-'ttlG approach. to th.e Haa Trap on June 6t;h has 
summsl"ed on 'the isle 11 and was again 1n the vicinity of the Haa 13..:1:; 
the· end' 0 f l\u gus t 0 

SCARLET GROSBEAK ~rp2dae~ e~ythrinus,o Two wers seen 
at the Haaz> August 31st .. and' one on the i'ollowing dayo This was 
trapped on SG9tember 2nd and s judging from the worn reetr1ces b was 
a bird of the year o The upper mandible was dark horn3 the lower 
matnra a the legs dark flesh=colour and the inside of the mouth rose"'" 
red .. 

ORTOLAN/ 
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ORTOLAN BU~JTIN'G Ember1za hortule..na. 
corn=stooks nea.r the Haa.l'· Augu et ¥-29tho -

A young bird on 

LAPLAND Bm-T'llING Calca.rius la;?ponlcllS ~ The ehal"acterist: 
:1e eal1<-"'>notes of this speeTaSTrlppl1ng flip:ht.,.,note as well as the 
loud fisee=oo!!) were heard on the moorg Ssptember list and 3rdo 

V'fHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba alba. '!'he first arrived on 
t\.ugust 13th" There weres'lx on NorthHaven shore next day and 
about ten each day from 17",27th<> They '.ncreased to over thirty 
fro!'!1 29"",Slst but were few d1l1~lnr the early days of Septembero 

SPOl].ltl'ED FI .. Y'CATCHRR Museiea2! !ji:'lat~o 
One/) August 28th.!) a.nd two next day" 

Onee July 4tho . 

PIED FLYCA'rCHER !'~~!..~ill~~ hY-}2!)1~o A 1st winter bird 
tr9.pped in. the Gully a.t 0'13'0 hI's Q AUf.:ust 23:rd ... "18.5 re=eaptured at the 
South LlEhthousa lantern at 2330 hrso the same night" 

An :i.mma ture 

RED=BACKED SHRIKEo Lanius col.lurlo~ Y01.U1£ btrds fro:n 
August 18c ,21st and. 25 r-"281iho ""1JilV''Ici' ·Yillild.nTnoted that 'the lattBr 
spent much of its time catching Shetland Bees Bombu5 smithianus and 
impalinr th~!Tl on projecting 3tl~ands of ehicken

c.:.wrrs-ineZ""f'en"'C'6: A 
similar observation we .. :;: made in 1948~ see Seot" Nc.:to 61: 24=250 

l~'ILL01" 1.¥ARBLER ?hyl1~HJeoE.~ tl~ochllul!S" A. juvenllo was 
trapped on Augu st 1st and one~-seen on,.'3t'h':'~ < 'l'wo fVPhyl11Oseopus 
spou ''Tare noted on 6th snd 8th}" There WllS one on l?th and four 
were trapped on 18thD 

EWERS~.~I\NN9 S 1~!AH13LBR fh:ill0sg.~! ~9.21>eal1s" For 
descrIption ~nd field=charaeters of two watched on August 30th soe 
para Cl 20 

GRASSHOPPER WARBL~R 
G111y, September lsto 

21sto 

Locustella naeviac 
~ . .,.I!:O One in Burn. of 

On6 v August 

AQUA/rIG WATIBLER A_cr_ca.9~..Eh§\1~· .~~Q One a found 
Ind~pendently by E. J o Cottier and myself» was haunting long grass 
'beside a rainwat~r pool on the evening of August 20-1;h,,' It st~uek 
nw as a vary pale" almost sandy b1rd 11'1 flight" especially on the 
underparts: it gave a brief but perfect view of the distinctive 
head marking.s of buft' cOl"onal and supel1 eiliary stripes separated by 
blackish/ 
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blackish stre~k98 when it alighted beside the pool~ oApparently 
the fourth Scottish record, the third at Fair Isle~ 

BARRED WAUBLER §l'lvia n1sor1ao A young bird flew out 
of my skua=trapping hide on Byrewil on August 23rd o On the eventng 
of 24th another was obligln€ enough to enter a net set for it among 
th1.stles on North Haven beach; it was a very tame individual and 
stayed at the Bird Observstory (always working among the thistles) 
for nine days, = (see parao 3). An adult was reported on 25th and 
young birds were seen in the village area 26=27th and on the west 
cliffs September 2nd~ 

WHITETiiROAT ~lV la ~o;nmunis" 
trapped August 19th and IS£: 

1st Winter birds were 

LEr.SER Y.~HITET}mOAT ~~ ~"rueao One, Aueust 24th; 
twos 27thp ona of which remained at the Bird Observatory until 3lsto 

WHEATEAR Oe:1anthe oenanthso Considerable movement was 
ev 1dent ~n August 2:~fr-d =a:nd 28th p prObably loe£ll and Shetland birds 
moving cuto There were numbers at the South Lighthouse on the 
night of 22/23rd D when over forty ware eaughto They were all 1st 
1fl1nter birds g as were twenty=one taken there on the following nignt 9 

and four at ·the North Lighthouse on 24/25tho Of' the last two 
hundred trapped (since July 27th) only five were adult malas o 

REDSTART Pho~nie.-~:'U S ohoenicuru 3. 
July 22nos and another AUgust 25th."" ~ 

Female ©n Ward Bill g 

WHINC:SATo Young birds, August lOth and 12th; lOne or 
two g September 1=2nd o 

S"-!ALI,OW :-!lrundo ~stica Q Odd birds at intervals from 
mld=June to mld=Julyo ~ 

HOUSE MAHTIN !.)ellc:"on urblca o 
:wc=; d ca 

SAND ~ARTIN E1,arla riparlao 
22nd s 30th and two on 2~tho 

One i August 28tho 

Singlyp August 2nd~ 20~ 

S'?IFT 1.:.2313. aE~i. Two, July 1=20d,9 one on 6th and five 
on 25thc Two on AU~lst Oth increased to eight next dayo Three, 
September 1st .. 

CUCKOO CUCUlU5 eanorus. Report of one eall1ng at 
Sumburgh, Shetl:and;-J'uly 2Eftho -Singly at Fair Isle, August 10th/) 
13=16th, 2lst 9 23=28tho 

SHORT/ . 
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SHORT=EARSD O":L Asio !lam:71Guso One j July lOth» and 
anoth$r~ August 12tho ~o tlorne=reported two owls at Sumburgh, 
probably thi.s species" in m1d""July" 

r.!ERLIN 
August 4tho 

Falco eolumbarlus o 
~= ... _ . __ 1 _coc;; The first was a £emale~ 

KESTREL Falco tinnuneulus~ One from Auguat20=29th 8 
wi th two on 26tho fan Munz-o-eaUght a young female in the Gully 
Trap on August 26th and re<=>trapped it on the Ward Hill next day: 
in each ease it was chasing small birds" 

on 24th" 
MAT ... LARD ~ pla ty;rh~neha. 0 Female~ August 8th; three 

TEAIJ An.as eraeca 0 -==-=- ....... _,-- Singly f) August 4th and 13 ... 14·l;ho 

PINTAIL Anas aeutao 
~ == u::c.a 

Drake on July 3rd, an unusual datso 

TUFTED DUCK !,ythy!, fullgul~o Immature drake p August 
27tho 

VELVET seOTER Melan1tte ~~seaQ 
c-=m ---== -=: OO=:;::O~ 

Drake on September lsto 

BAR=TAILED GOD1~·.'IT 0 !;1:E!?sa 1~..212onie~o Ont) J) Augu at 25th .. 

BLACK=TA.TI.;:m GOm't'IT r,.lim~~ lilT}"osa.. Pt. young bird g ' 

August 9th. . 

CUHLE\~.' Numeni!!§, $;~llata. Varying numbers from beginning 
of Julyc passage most marked on 4th and 25th. 

WHIHBREL !tumenlu.~ phaeop'1!.~<> One or two during the weelt: 
from July lIthe then alrew daily with increases on 25th and August 
lsto 

TURNSTONE Arenar~ !DterEre~. First on July 29th; ons, 
August 7th and eight next dayc Small numbers s fluctuatlng e August 
22nd onwards 0 

. KN.oT 2!l~.£tl~,~. One~ August 7th, and six next· 
day; two!) 26thb and' four.!' 2S.,,30.th o Wo Horne reports a small flock,!' 
some in sumner dressJ) at Virk1e Poo19 Sumburgh$ July 15th (wind SE)p 
increasing to about; Glghty the following day (SEo gale and rain)" 

One.!' August 11=14tho 

SANDEm:"I::-JG! 
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SA}lDBHLING CrocQthia alba ~ 
on 14th; five, 8G9t~mber-l~ndo----

l'hrse, August 9.:>12th; s11( 

RUIi'F i1h11omaehUI pusnax. A yOU1'l.g blrd~ tTuly ~9th, &nd. 
a.nother August l'i'th, seen from'the hide at th6 skuas f t:nlthlng"'poolo 
A young bird at tbe north pools" August 29th; f1v·e adults at the 
south, 25 ",,28th. . 

WOOD S~NDPIP~R Tringa Glaraola. 
.. " • ~ I. Z$f4 

One, August 19c20tho 

GREEN SANDPIPER v:.~ a.ehroehus. 'Singly. July 17";'20th" 
AUf,Ust 21a,t,,26~29th 'and 'September lsto 'wo s August 6th and litho 

REDsH~tlfiC ~r~ng~ J;ote:nuJ'!. First on July' 3rd. three on 
12th, Six on 19th anOi 7thb otherwise one or two on most dayso 

GREENS~ANK ~n&a nebularia. 
2nd, lOQlltho 22nd and~~~6th; -

Singiy, July 27th, August 

Rr?~GED PLOVEr< O:harad:ftius hie.tleultl 0 Odd birds from mid"" 
July (seven on 22:a,d" five-on .29th). ,CO". -

GDLDlSN PlcOVER . ?luvial1s aprleariao Eig~t on AUS''.lst 25t~ 
f'our on 29thc --. - - - • 

tAP'.~;ING 
20 on 2Srdo 

Vanellus vanelluB. - -- Flook of 13, August 1st, and 

TErmS sterlle. hiru,ndo or maorul'-'&'o Some at th~ 'South 
Lighthouse night or=2~jr23ro'and one~or two at' the south ond nax~ 
da'j1'o l\. :roang bil"d in the NorthHavsn~ Septe~be~ 4th. 

QUAIL 
gr.s.sG, July 3rdo 

Cotu~nix coturnlx. 
\~ ...... -~ One report6de~111ng in rye~ 

. ',The, btrds were dist1ne'tly 1arger than the l'llany r{il1o\'V 
\1:!arblers vihi,ch had bean passing through' for several daysl/' abd in 
f'n~t their size and ~he m.~l"e greenish {lGSS brownish) olive tons o£ 
the upper""'parts was strm.'lgly remintscent of the "lzood ~:arblE3ro .The 
crown was rather brownsr than the mantle and the tall was brownish-= . 
olive \Vi thou:t any greenish fringras" The rakish yellow superciliary 
atl"$ipe" extending almost to the napej' was equally prominent fAS in 
the Yel1ow""bl"owed V','arblar and much nlore stxoUdng than in the 
Greenish Wal·blet·· tX'apped here ,June 2nd e 1949 (> A dark stripe 
through the· sye cClntI~5ted with this and the yellowish cheeks o 

'ithe lora~ were a. dark olive eolouro 

AI 
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A ahort yel10wlshc white wlng=bar at the tips of the 
greater coverts was the main feature of the closed wingo There 
was a slmi,larly colour.ed but much les8. obv lous marking on the median 
cO"/erts,; th1s was present on both wtngs in the ease of ona bS.rd o 
but wa.8 present on the left wing only 1n the other, = the 'right wlngg 
seen several t lmes in close v law., appeared to have lost all trace of 
1to It would be an exaggeration to call this marking a bar~ s1nce 
the whitish mark was apparently confined to one or two feathers ~nlyo 
The tips of the. primaries, in the closed wing/> showed as a. dull 
·b.rown without any indication of greenish or olive., suggesting that 
the w1ngc~!'eathers were old and in consequence well worns and the 
birds probably. adult 0 

The underparts were dullwh1ttsh~ the sides of breast and 
flanks having a marked greyIsh wash ll anda when seen a.t elosfJ 
quar'teI'SD a fa.intly atriated sf'feeto The eantl"s of breast and 
belly was yel1owish""t:i.nged g and the under tail=6overts were also 
suffused with yellowo 

The bee.k appc;ared long ana spear=llke for a Phyl1oscopuS.9 
f:U'ld was brown1sh=oI'9:nge/J da.rkest a.t the tip of the upper mand1.blso 
The legs ware paleI'D brownlsh'·~fleshe and the 1nside of the moth was 
orange" 

1lhe birds haunt.ed an enclosed eabbaga=patch/J seeking small 
green caterpillars (? ~ar~p~a ~)g one of which was battered 
on the wall before being swallowed, or catching flies abovG the tops 
of the plant So A bird once flew nearly 30 ft 0 upv/ards to take a 
Tipulld p but sallios were norm:3.11y confined to a low levelo A 
caterpi1.1ar of the Large Whi ta Butterfly (Pieris br9.ssieae) was 
taken on one occa.sion/) but the bird appax-ently found-it distasteful N 

as it discarded ito 

When moving ~rom place to place on the tops of the cabbage 
plants the birds kept up a constant flicking of the closed wings in 
typical Phylloscoplne fashion, but when resting between energetic 
bouts of food=seeking the wings were held stl11 0 In form they 
appeared to be slenderl!!!I" birds than Willow 'll'hlrblers N and they ha.d a 
habit/) 0 which I have not seen in other leaf=warblers a = of stretch: 
: ing out 'their necks and at the same time twis'cing their heads to 
one sideD as though alertly following some movement among the plantsQ 
In this way they adopted S0!'f18 quite unusual postures b = the type of 
extx'avagant posturing, in fact 8 that one only expects to find 1n ~n 
Audubon palnting~ Another feature was the unekmpt appearance of 
the h~adb = the feathers of the crown were often lifted o giving the 
impression of a tiny crest, and the chin=feathers were ruffled, 
giving a bearded effacto These may seem to be small polnts 9 but I 
thl1}k they are important: the field identification of fhyllosco~ 
Spot 
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ape must always rest on small dIfferences, and so marked were these 
behaviour traits dur1ng QUr two hours observation that they are 
probably eharact~rlstic of the spec1eso 

ORB or twioe the birds called to each other, a'hard "zik", 
and on being dIsturbed by a eat oneblrd scolded with a more . 
emphatic version ot the same note, a re·peated "tehlk" C) They were 
watcbed by Ian ~nroi X.v14 510011 and Dr." J. A. R. M11 •• and 
J. C. 1). WIll's ..... 1 a. ay •• lt .. 

3e S~me "aights of Autumn t&~srants .. 

Normal procedure here OD eaptu l'ing a bird Is to take It 
to the laboratory in a muslin bag, wel~h accurately to the second 
decimal place on the beam .. balance a then weigh the bag and subtract 
the tareo Sometimes the same· bag Is used for a number of birds$ 
but ~n this case It Is always necossary to check the welg.ht after 
every thIrd or fourth weiF.h1ns, as small changes occuro R1nSed 
birds are re-trapped whenever possible for re-weighing in order to 
determ1ne to what extent migrants "feed upft and increase their 
welpht before moving OD; or, in the ease of resident blrdS D to 
what extent weight va.ries at dfrie·rent tlm$s of the daYe Borne 
resul·ts of this invest 19atlon are gi van below: 

SCARLET GROSBEAK o 1st Winter bIrd, 23 097 go 

TREE PIPIT o Two trappeo, August 21st and 23rd D weighed 
21 0 6 g~ and 18 0 03 go The average of' nine Septe'1lber 1949 bIrds at 
their Initial trapping is 20 go, wIth a range of from 17 0 6 go to 
2207 go A bird caught on September. 20th at 1730 hrso weighed 
21 0 8 go, and had increased to 2502 go when re=trapped at 1130 hrso 
a week latero This Is the heaviest weIght we have recorded for 
this species, and the nearest approach to it ls 24014 go for a 
Spring migrant taken on May 22nd, 1950e 

':;JnT~ \I\'AG'l'AIL o Trappings have been few this year.ll and 
we1r.hts for only three bIrds, all 1st Winter females, are available, 
... 20 0 95 go, 24077 g., and 25 0 09 go Only one (e. 1st V:lnter fe>n5.1'e) 
of the 23 birds trapped last Autumn was heaVier than the l~st, at 
27 0 85 go 

First Winter blrd, 25 0 91 go 

PIED FLYCATC~ERo Twentyoone IhitIal trappings during the 
last fortnight of August 1950, a'nd nine in August ... Septe!Ilber 1949, 
give an average of 12 083 gO$ wIth a range of 10 0 41 go to 16 052 go 

The latter, trapped on ~.rard Hill at 0630 hrs", 1s an unusu5l.11y 
heavy bIrd, and the nearest approach is 15 0 82 go for another 1st 
Wl.nt er/ 
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V:inter male., Two "retraps" show the following ehanges in weight: 

L 2746 1st Wo 23.,v 111 (0'100 hrs.,) lL,72 go 
240viii (1430 hrs~) 1201 go 

L 2863 1st 11'1 26ovl11 (1830 hrs o ) 14 0 9'7 go .. Q 

28 0 vili (0645 hrs.,) 1102 go 

The difference 1n the flrst case Is probably due to time of day; . 
the second bird a howevor g certainly appears to have been unable to 
m~intaln its weight d'lring its stayo Spring migrants may prove to 
be lighter on average than Autumn blrdsJ) bUt; only three records are 
available e for Is.t Sum:ner males in May, ... 9 0 6 g." 10,,18 g., (both 
lighter than any Autumn bird), and 13 0 03 go Our single June record 
for a Spotted Flycatcher, 11 0 66 go, is much below £our Autumn 
weightsewhich range from 13 0 15 go to 1409 go 

\ft,lILLO~'·: V:ARBLERo Average of forty birds trapped August= 
Septemper Is 7 097 gOD with a remarkably wide variation for so small 
a bird, ~ 6025 go to 10 0 93 go The latter was caught as early as 
0630 hrs() I,i'ourteen Spring migrants o varying rrom7 0 3 go to 9 0 65 g"f) 
average h1gher at 8 0 44 go One bird which sealed 8 0 go at 1330 hrso 
on Aurust 28th was 8,,69 g<, at 0830 hI'S" on 30tho Another!) 704 go 
at 07:30 hrs" on Sap:; e~ber 2nd$ was 8 0 44 go at 1630 hrso next dayo 

BARRED "J:IARBLER o The weighings of the trapped Barred 
YJarbler mentioned 1n para o 2 sholVed a slight but steady increase 
du.ring its stay: 

Aueust 24th (1845 hrs o ) 

27th (0730 hrso) 
30th (0730 hI'S,,) 
30th (1300 hI'so) 

2L,71 go 
22 0 15 go 
23 0 04 go 
23,,46 go 

GARDEN WARBLIERo Forty,,-,two AutUmn migrants average 16 0 81& 
with a range of from 12 c 7 go to 20,,44 go The latter Is unusually 
heavy and only two others scaled over 19 go One weighing 18 0 06 go 
at 1330 hI'S" on August 27th was down to 17028 go at 1630 hrso the 
same day~ a considera=ble loss 1n so short a time. 

\~.'HITETTIHOATo Two 1st Winter birds were 12047 go and 
13.,35 go Two September migrants last year were 1405 go and 11 0 9 go 
Five Spring migrants vary from 11 0 9 go to 14 0 01 gQ 

LESSEE WHIT8'l'HROA11
0 On the little material available 

there seems to be no·dlffarence between Spring and Autumn weights g 

and ten birds of the typical race (both eategorles) average 1102? go 
(initial trapplng)o The l1.ghtest Autumn bird was trapped at 0630 
hrse on August 27th at 9 0 54 gOJ) and on being re=trapped at 1630 hrsQ, 
on the fol1owine day it showed 11025 go It bird 1n Spring which 
welghed/ 



·WH:nWHA'J.1o Four.te-an. 'biro s, mainly tst W:!.nt er; f.lver-age. 
ranging from 11~02 go to 17016 go 

. r.~.!R'\_n .. :J"Ee CKr ~ On." ~ ... ,,,, ''''''''od .... n 1\" 0'[' ",4. • 'v . ~..:l u.!. ·::··tJ1.J ... J .,~< i,e,,,\:!; ...... 1., 19th. weighed only 22 o95(~· .. 
Il.WJ W:;i.S in very poo!' iJh!~i.i.)e: 1.·t was found dead next ~orningo . 
Anot;hel' C$.ttg}:J:t; en. 22n.d weighec1 ~):5 039 g. 

4QOrnithDB~S ViI~S0B In.Seao bird3 a 
<,~",,",,'u."r..::c!"""""""~·· __ ":<':'"ZIOr __ .... _,~ ... , .. _ .. ,.tt_,, __ .... , ....... ,.,_~, • .e-,,,,,,,,,"' ....... ~ ....... :1O~" .. ~...,,~ 

Appendix! 



!nVeS~l~~tl2? __ fOr the Eresenca of Ornithosis Viruses in Briti~~ Sea= 
irds~ O:-~ __ 

Since about 1870 it has been ~eeognlsed that man could 
occa.sionally acquire 8. 36verepneumonia from contact with Parrots" 
but until 1929=308 when the importatIon Of large numbers of 
psi ttacin.8s trom South Amer1.ca (mainly the genus A:::lazona) l~d to 
over 700 hUman eases of psittacocis in Western Europe;-this disease 
was regarded as a raritYQ ' 

~ 

In 1932 Meyer and Eddia showad that the disease was sndamlc 
in aviary·~,bred Budgerigars in California» and in a classical series 
of papers they demonstrated that the virus was latent j.n the adult., 
bll,t that under bad condItions or during the physiological stress of 
breed:l.ng' su,ch a earrier could begin to shed virus in its excreta 0 

Therefore a high percentage of young birds bee~me infected in the 
nest and showed signs of dIaeas~ at about the time of fledg1ngo 
They ware lls'tlass'!l ruffled and ha.d soiled vents!) and about 9% of 
:such birds diedo The l·erna.ind~r l'ecoverad cl1nlcally~ but became 
earr:i.sl"s and all such birds ee,rried the Vil"'ll,S :for at least One year a 
al though son16 cleared themselves of v true la.tero It was BoOn shown 
thllt the dla ease VIas pra'sent in Australia.n 9.13 well as South Ameriean 
p,arl"ots~ a.nd by now 31 species of 19 genera of psi ttac1.nes have been 
shown to be infected with pslttaeosiso 

111 1930 a new hUman disease appea.red in the Faeroe Islands l • 

occurring in the first fortnight 1n September., The patients 
suffered from a severe pneumonia from which about 20% diedo During 
the first ·chres years there were only e. :few eases 9 but 1n 1933 and 
the yaa~s following epidemics occurredcDro Ra Ko Rasmuasen recog: 
:nised the assoe,iation with the time at which young Fulmars were 
ta.ken for food and the similarity of' the distaase to pslttaeocls p a.nd 
in 19~8 Haagen and Mauer of the Kalser Wl1helm InstituteD Berlin.!) 
:1 sola. ted a v iros similar to the Pa.rrot; v imB Tram careases of 
juven1le J.11.11mars sexlt f'rom FB.ero~~, 

Since that time It has bean shown that tame Pigeon stocks 
both 1n America and the British Isles are heavily infected with a 
similar virus whioh is far less virulent for mtce than the Parrot or 
FUllmar viruses and i8 apparently far less. infective for man o 
Various other Columb1formes have now been shown, by serological 
testing, to be infected with similar stralnso 
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In Amsl'tiee..e domestic fovl1s and ducks have been shown to 
be infected with similar viruses which are again of low pathogenic: 
:ity for mice; and do not appear to infect ma.n read1lyo Many 
othar .·species of birds" especially finches Il ha.ve been shown to be 
1nfactad D but in most eases the infection has been acquired from 
diseased ps1ttacines under crowded conditions in pet shopso 

.. In 194'"1 Polla.ro repo~ted the results .or serologica.l 
. testing of sera from 8. varioty 01' Amerioan aea""b1rds and waderso 
. Theseresul ts suggestad that the American HSl"ring ... sul1 ~ several 

species of tern, and the W111et Catoptl'o~horus ,!:lem!palmatus. were 
. infected, and a virus sim1.1ar to others of the group was isolated 

.. from a vl111et 0 

In our investigations we·are exami~ing sera., from & n\llmbe-r 
of species of sea=blrd to obtain an indication of whether viruses 
of. this, group aI'S common in the British 181es o 

F'oX' this purpose bIrds are eaptured, bled from 9. w1ng= 
vein, examined for signs of active diseasea andi! they are appar: 
:ently healthy they are releasad o Sick birds are k:tl1edand 
examined in datal1 a and a proportion of the juveniles captured are 
collected and examined for evidence of dtseasGo F~om this.material 
we are attempting to· isolate strains of vir-lAs,jI to investiga.te their 
relations with. one. another and with the elassical parrot strains a 
and -to decide their pathogenlc1'cy for mammalso From the sara we 
hope "lio 156'1'; some indica.tion of how common past experience of 
viruses of this group is in the species of birds whiehwe examlns" 

Up to the present we have .e:x~mln ed one or more (up to 25) 
specimens of serum and/or organs from Grea"loar Blackbael<, "Lesser 
Ble.ckbaek and Herring Gulls, Fulmar, r,~a.nx Shearwater :;ind PuffirAo 

So far we have obtained serological evldemce that some of . 
the.se species are infected with.viruses of the grouPD and we have 
t·solated at least one strain of virus ?lh{ch differs substantially 
from any 01' those described pl'eviouslyo We particula.rly Wa,11t to 
see wh~thar Fulmars in this country are infected andJj if they a1'8 8 · 

whether the virus involved is similar to the st:ra:ln isolat.ed by 
Haagen and Mauer o and which has shown such remarkabla infectivi't;y 
and pathogenicity for memo 


