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i, Sep“ smber Miprants°

Seotember was a very rough month hers, witn more tnan its
fair share of strong winds {mainly westerly) and rain, There were, .
howsver, & few brief spells of easterly weather which b rought in
some interesting birds. . These faell on September 1st (SE, fores
45), Llth=12th (E.NE. veering S.), the night of 16/17th (8.8E.),
20th (W, veering NE.), 24-25%th fbacking E, from S. and develaoing
into a NE. gale on 25th), and 30th (S. backing to 8.SE). '

_ SIBKIN, Carduelis Spinuso Three cams in on, oeotember
26%h.

MEALY REDPOLL.  Carduelis flammea flammea. - Two -arrived
on 26th, and one was seen down to October 3rd. - :

GRMAT ER REDPOLL. Carduelis flammea rostrata. Three
radpolls of this Greenland=Iceland race were identifiled by their
dark upper-parts and very marked flenk-stripas on Septemosr 20th,
following a day and night of ¥, and N%, winds at force 4.

SCARLET GROSBEAKO"_'Garpodécﬁs serythrinus. See Bull, No.
6, P. 2. Another female or immature bird was seen on September
21st. ' _ R :

CHAT'TINCH. Fringilla coelebs. = The ringed male which
summered on the isle was seen daily to 17th. - Two birds were
recorded on 18th and two of each sex on 20th.

RED-HIZADED BUNTING, Emberiza bruniceps. A male, with
us from 19=22nd, is described in para. 3. '

_ ORTOLAN BUNPING, . Emberiza hortulana, One on September
12th, ' ' ' -

: LAPLAND BUNTIY ‘ Calearigus lapponicus, One, -
September 1=3rd, and six on 1ith, with smaller nambers 1rregu1ar1y
qfuerwardsa

SNOY, BUNTING, Ploctrophenax nivalis, Two on 16th and
£ifty on 19tn vith smaller numbers daily to tha end of the month,
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_ SKYLARK, Alauds arvensis., Notlceable increase on
20th and a marked dimlnution on 22nd.

MEADO" PIPIT. Anthus pratensis, Increases on 5th,
16th aad 18th, ‘ |

TRE IPIP?. Antiws trivialis, One on Secstember 6th.
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VHITZ WAGTAIL. Hotaceilla alba alba. Twenty or so
dally to 12th, and fewer afterwards to 23rd, with one on 26th,

PIED PFLYCATCWER. Musclecapa hypolsuca. Four,
September 2nd; two, 5th; twenty, 1i2th (five only next day);
two, 18th; one, 22nd.

SPOTTED FLYCAPCHER, Museicapa striata. None during
September, but the S.82. wind of 30th brought in s 1st Vinter bird
which was ¢trapped on QOctober 1st, '

RED=BREASTED FLYCATCHUY, fusclcapa parva. An
immature male wag trapped on September 21st, :

GOLDCEEST., Regulus regulus. Six or more, 25th, with
four next day and one on 27th,

- WILLOY WARBLER. Phylloscopus troehilus. A dozen on
September 72th, a few lf&ngering until 15th. Eight on 21st and
agaln on 24th, some remaining until Z0th.

GRERNISH VARBLIH. Phyllosconus trochiloides viridanus.
One caught on September 19th 18 described in para. 4.

wOOD VARBLEN. Phylloscopus sibilacrix. One,
September 22nd,

YEL.LOV:-BRO™ 1D VARBLER, Phylioscopus inornatus, One,
Sept ember 21st, and three on 24th, in the crops. One was $rapped
in the Gully on 26th, was released there, and entered the trap
again QOctober 1-2nd, Another stayed in a turnip-rigg Septerber
22th to October 2nd.

GRASCHOPP T, WARBLIY, Locustella naevla. One, very
yellowlsh beneath, sc probebly a 1st Winter bird, was in the Burn
of Gi1lly, September 18t: and an adult bird was caught at the Auld
Haa, in turnips, on 19th.

REZD WARBLEK, Acrocephalus scirpacens. One haunting
the ?urn of Gilly, September 18-19th, was netted on the latter
date
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date and idenbtificetion confirmed.

MARSH WARBLER, Acrocephalus palustris, One trapped in
the Gully on September 20th was released there and was twice
retrapped on 20-218%.

BARRED VARBLER, ®ylvia nisoria. Singly, Septeémber 3rd
and 218t and egain October 14st, all immature birds.

GARDZEN WARBLER. Sylviz borin. Singly, September 7th
and 1lth; two, 16th; four, 1Bth; seven, 21s8t; two, 24th,

BLACXCAP,  Sylvia atricapilla, Two females, September
18th; ¢©wo of each sex, 20th, and singly to 24th. .

YHITITHROAT.  Sylvia communis. One, September 12th;
two, 18th:; one, 21st, _

LESSZR VHITLETIRCAT,  Sylvia eurruca. One, 12th;
three, 21s8t; singly, 24th and 30th.

SCNG TTIRUSH, Turdus ericetorum, Two, September 26th.

REDVING. Turdus musicus. Singiy, 22~-25th, and thres
on 26th; five, 27th.

THEATEAR, Oenanthe oenanths, Numbers were down to a

score on 22-23rd, eleven only next day, and a few each day after:
swards,

REDSTART o Phoenicurus phoenicﬁrus° Males on 12-20th,
£2nd and 24th.

VHINCTAT, Saxicola rubetra, Almost dally to September
2bth, ' '

BLUGTIROAT . Luseinla svecica. A 1lst Winter male was
trapped on September 2lst.

STALLOY, Hirundo rustieca. One, 14th; two, 23rd.

BOUST MARTIN, Delichon urbiea, One, 14th, thres next
day, and one on 20th,

SAND MARTIN, Riparis riparia, Two, September Hth, and
three next day; five on 15th, two 16th, aingly 18th and 20th.,
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SY"IFT. Apus apus. The last were thres on September
ist.

METLIN., Paleco columbarigus. Dally, sometimes one,
more often two birds.

KESTREL . Falco tinnunculus. Two, Ssptember 8&thg
3ingly on i0th und from 26-28th.

H2RON . Ardea cinerea. Six on 25%h and eight next cay,
ptherwlsge one or two regulariy. '

MALLARD . Anssz platyrhyncha. Qecasional:; thres on
27th-28th. N
Ri

- TEAL. Anag erecod, Four on 1st and 17th, obtherwise
one or two regularly.

WIGEON . Anag penslope. Singly, 7-10th and 25-26th.

PTYFPED DUGK. Aythya fuligula, S5ingly, 21-22nd, 26th
and an immature drake from 29th.

GOLDENEYE, Bucephala clangula. One on Septenber 3rd.
VELVET SCOTHER, Melanitta fusea, Ona on September 1st.

CO=MIORAYT, Phalacrocorax ¢arbo. A few on most days
from August Zlst, Flock of sleven going south, Sentember 23rd,
and flock of twenty next day. ‘

FOLMAR. Fulmarus glaclalis. Only eirht wers counted
on 7-8Bth following a marked decreasse colnciding with a strong Wi,
gale; but when the weather moderated birds returned to the c¢liffs
and werse in strength on llth, Decreases took place on 16th, 22nd
ané practieally all had left on 25th, when a NL, gale was raging.
Afterwards a few birds were to be seen at sea daily until the end
of the month,

TURTLE DOVE, Streptopelia turtur. Sinrly, September
20th and 25th.

BAR-TAILED GODYIT, Limocsa lapponica, One, September
6th.

CURLEY, Numenius arquata, Prequent on nassage down to
20th, few aftorwards.
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VHIVBREL, Numenius phasopus. One only, September 2nd,
¥ OODCOCK., Seolopax rusticola, One, Saptember 25th.

SNIPZ. Capella gallinago. A few regularly from mid-
September.

COM¥ON SANDPZIPER. Actitis hypoleucos. Cne, September
5th.

GREYN SANDPIP:ZR. Tringa ochrophus. One, September 1st,

REDSHANK, Tringa totanus. Twenty on 6th, fifty on Tth.
A few regularly, with influx of twenty-five on 19th and over forty
on £3%h. | _ - .

RINGED PLOVIER, Charadrius hiaticula, Fifty on 13thg
a small number on most days to the middie of the month.

GOLDEN PLOVTH, Pluvialis apricaria. Small parties on
the meve throughout the month,

LAPWING, Vaneiius vanellus, Occasional small parties.

26 Talghts of some Sepbember Migrants.

SISKIN, Two females, 9.96 g. (2.6l g. forty-eight hours
lzter) and 11.8 g.

: TREE PIPIT, One on September 6th gave 22,75 g., our
heaviest initial weighing for an Autumn bird. See Bull, ¥Wo. 6,
pn 80

VHITE WAGTAIL, Three 1lst ¥Winter females were trapped
August 17-18th and = further nine birds were taken between September
8-20th. Forty initial weighings during the two seasons 1549-50 are
distributed as follows: '

ﬁutumn} SpringQ

Sex and Age Group. Sverage Heavy Light Average Heavy iight’
Adult males. _ 22:1 24,7 20,1 7.7 28,6 25,9
~ Adult females, 20.2 23,7 16,7 21.6 -
1st Winter males. 23,4 26,2 19.5
ist Winter fomales, 23,3 2% .9 i9.1

(Ado/males, 5 Autumn, 4 Spring; &G, females, 12 Autumn, 1 Spfing;
lat
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i3t Winter males, 11: 1st Winter females, 7).

The table suggests that (a) adults in Spring are .
dlstrinetly heavier than Autuwn birds, and {b) 1st Vinter birds
tend to be heavier than adults. A male with only one leg,
trapped on September 1llth, weiched 20.48 g,

SPOTTUD FLYCATCHER. Five 13t Winter birds average
14,25 g. Our only Spring. vecori, June 4th, is 11.66 g. A bird
caught at 13,65 g; on September 22nd, 1949, (1630 hrs.) welghed
12.95 g. at 1530 hrs. two days later, ‘ ' :

PIED FLYCATC IHR. See Bullebin No., 6, pp. 8=,
Thirteen additional trappings in Ssptember show a range from 11.49
8. to 15:,06 g, end the average welght of forsty Autumn examples is
12,94 g. A

RED-BREASTER FLYCATCHER, A 1s8% Winter male on Sepitembex
2lst welghed 10,17 g. - Two 1lst VWinter birds Strapped on this date
in 1942 weighed 8.5 g. and 9.6 g. .

TILLO™ VARBLER, Four trapped on Sepbember 12%h were
8,77 Zop, 1009 go, 9,55 go and 9.38 go., all well above avorage
welght for arriving migrants {see Bulletin No. 6, p. 9)o

YELLOV=BROWED WARBLER, Two birds scaled 6.69 g. and
6005 gs :

GREZNTSH WARBLSRD The example trappéd September 19th
woirhsd 7.156 g. The bilrd trapped June 2nd, 1549, was 6.68 g.

: CRASSHOPPER YARBLER, An adult on September 19th was
12,86 g. The Spring example on ¥May 2nd was 13.17 go

REED WARBLYR, An adult on September 19th was 10.01 g
One captured September 1si, 1949, was 13.35 g.

- MARSH WARBLER, Weighings of the September bird were:
20th, (0630 hrs.) 10.44 g., (1400 hrs,) 10.5 g., 21st (1415 hrs.)
10,98 g, The one eaptured on June 10th gave 11.56 g. at 1600 hrs.,
and 11.48 g. at the same time next day.

GARDEIN WARBLER. See Bulletin No, 6, p. 8. The last
bird of the season, September 24th, was our heaviest yet at 20,88 g.

BLACXCAP, Thirteen males in Autumn average 17,19 g. and
fifteen females 19.8 go The lightest was a 1lst Winter male at
1593 g. and the heaviest a female at 21,2 go Only one other femalé¢
wasg '
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was above 20 g, ' A male from mid-November 1949 with an abnormally
iow welght of 13.75 g. is omitted from these filgures.
t LUEZTHROAT ., 1st Vinter male, September 21st, 17.89 g

Two Mavy birds weighed; lst Summer male, 15.98 g., on Yay 1llth,
inereasing to 17.77 g. on 13th; adult male, 19.1 g. on 24th.

3., Fleld-notes on a Red-headed Bunting.

The bird was watched, sometimes for longz priods, by
Tan Yunro, Dougal Andrew, M. J. Votton, Ian Hackay, W. Bird and
Tan Yalker, Notes weres made in the field by the four first-named,
and the following description was put into shape by Munro, with the
assistance of the other observers, The bilrd was seen for a few
minutes by XKW, and &', on September 2lst.

The bird, being a male in good plumage, was not at all
difficult to identify. The 1mmediate impresslon upon sighting it
wa8 of a large strikingly-coloured bunting with bright yellow
underparts and reddish head and bib, On a close approach ths
massive steely=blue bill was a prominent feature, - The bird was
coritainly larger than a Yellow-hammer, but was not quite seo plump
28 a Corn-bunting. The Iollowing plumage description was made from
notes taken in the field, observing at verious ranges through x 8
binoculars, ané also at about ten yards range through a x 25
talescops.

Forehead and crown dark chestnut, finely streaked with
dark browns the colour varied as the bird altered its position,
the brighter feather-bases being sometimes visible, Nape, upper
sides of neck and ear-coveris greenish=brown shading into the ¢rown,
flecked yellow on sides of neck and ear covarts, and with fine dark
striations on nape and sides of neck, Mantle feathers nlgger-
brown with fawn margins and tips, though greenish flecking was
visible on one occasion when the fsathers were wind-ruffled, showing
their basges. Lower mantle greenish-yellow shading into a canary-
yollow rump (which, however, looked more greenish-yallow when the
bird was in flight)e Pail feathers derk nigger-brown with fawn
‘margins and tips: the tail was moderately forked and showed no
signs of abrasion, and was dull white beneath when viewed at close
range, : .

' Throat, upper breast and lores dark chestnut, a 1if tle
brighter than the crown, and brighter still when the feathers wers
wind=yuffled., Tha feathers of throat and breast had’ pale brown
tips,/and the bib was not so extensive as shown in "The Handbook"
plate ' :
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plate. Lores and ear-coverts were separated from the bdreasdt by a
malar band of drab chestnut flecked with yellow, Lower gicdses of
breast, belly, flanks and under tail-coverts a uniform canary-
vellow merging with the greenish-brown of ear-coverts and sides of
neck, - _

Most of the scapular feathers were green!shebrown with
small dark centres, creating the effect, when the bird was at rest,
of a greenish-brown "V" with its apex at the rump (4 ver,; noticeable
character in the field - XVv.). The lesser coverts and bastard-wing
appeared to be similar, The primaries were nigger-brown with fawn
tips and marpins, and the secondaries and greater coveris were
aimilar but with broader margins, The median coveris were dark and
formed a2 definite band across the closed wing. The undsrside of
the wing showed dull white.

The blll was massive and in crossegection roughly triang:
:ular, as the lower mandible was broader than the upper. It was
steely~-blue 1n colour, and the legs were brownlshepink.

, During its four days® stay {September 19-22nd) the bira
frequented the same small area of mrshy nasture boxrdered by a
clover field, a cabbage garden; a field cof turnips and a stubble
field. It rescrited to the cabbages and turnips not infregquently
for cover, and despite its brilliant plumagse it was dif ficult to
sae once it entered the roots, its colours blending perfectly with
the reds and yellows of the withered leaves.,  I{ repaired to the
oat=stooks in the stubble for feeding purposss.

The flignt was strong and undulating, and the bird
appeared very elongated when on the wing. = The wing-feathers then,
in certain lights, could appsezar Hlue-grey and the contrast of this
eolour with the bright yellow underparts strongly recalled the col:
sour-gcheme of the Grey ¥agtall. In flight &t a distance and in
silhouette it was easy to confuge with the Skylarks on the wing at
the same tine. A low c2all, rendered "tchup'", was heard on a
numoser of occaalons, usually when the bird flew wup. :

Yhen on the alert, or immediately upon alighting, the

bird sassumed an upright, elongated pose, later relaxing into a more
nearly horizontal attitude, It was seen to perch on walls, fencss,
and sometimes "sidewsys" on corn-steoks. It generally sat motion:
:1ess for long periods with the wingepoints slightly drooped helow
the tail, t was possible to get within ten yards of the bird when
in concealment, but en approach to nearer than twenty yards in the
open wasg difficutt.



4, Fialdmnotes on & Greenish Warbler.

Tnis bird apoeared very gray. in the field, and was at
first mlstaken for a Northern Willow=warbler, until the -single
wing-bar was seen.

The upper-parts appeared to be a uniform olive«grey,
with the tail and primaries darker, The underparts wers a
uniform greyishmwhite, as were also the wing-bars and supe rciliary
stripes. The bill ssemed small for the size of the bird, snd the
pale colour of the lower mandible was clearly seen on one occasion,
The bird was stockily bui‘t and appsared slightly swaller than a
“illow Tarbler, : :

- When discovered, it was feed*ng among the turnipe-plants,
"arely appearing among tne ‘upper leaves, and rarely remaining
motionless. It flew only oceasionally, usually %0 pass round the
observaers and settle in the crop behind them, These skulking
habits led ¢o its capture in the Yeoman net.,

: In comparison with the other two Phj;loscooi with wing -
bars observed here tnﬁ% Autumn, the Eversmana’s {2h. korealils) and
Yellow=browed Warblers h anrnaous), some dlstinctive points
wers noted. The most imoortant field-character of the bird was
its general greyness, contrasting with the greenish hue of the
other two apecles, In size it was intermedizte, in behaviour more
active than borealis but less so than inormatns, which it resemodled,
howsver, in its habit of remaining largely corncealed among the
roots. The gingle wing-bar was conspicuous when the wing was seen
clearly, and it was whitish in contrast with the yellowlsh bars of
the other species, The eyeustripe, although very prominent, was
less so than in Eversmann®s Varbler, and much less so than in the
Yellow=browed., '

The bird was watched by Ian Munro, Dougal Andrew, ¥, J,
“otton, Pamela McMorran and . Abraham, and the notes were compiled
by Ian Yunro in consultation with the other obsarversu

The bird was examined in the hand by K. The unabraded
greater coverts and practically unworn remiges and retrices indicate
that it was a first-year bird, The outermost greater covert had a
small light tip on the outer web, and the next four had broader
white tips on the outer webs. Upper mandible dark brown, lower
1ight pinkish-brown, Tarsi dark greyishebrown, The yellew in the
supercilium and yellowish wash on the underparts were only feintly
Indiecated and apparently not.obvious in the field., Lilagnosis
of race is based on wing=formla (2nd primary between 7th and 8th)
combined with single wing=bar. Wing 857/
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57 mm., bill from skull 11.5 wn., tarsus 20 mm,

Thils is the second occurrence of the gpecies on Fair Igle;
for observatlons on the bird of June 2~3rd, 1949, ses [cot. Nat.
62: 18-20. There have now been four records of this Spocifs in
Britain since 1945, a fact which may suggest that the westwards
extenslon of 1ts range, noted by C, B. Tiecehurst ("The.Genus
Phylloscopus®, p. 138) 1s still proceeding.

B, ’nalysis of Wing-formula of Pied Flycatcher,

JI

, According to "The Handbook" (i, pp. 309, 312) the Pied
and Csllared Flyeatchers, Muscicana hypoleucs qnd o albicollls,
ar¢ gepapable on differences in the wing=formula, Ruring the
pregsent Autumn 21 specimens of 1. gggojeuca have been examined ot
Failr ¥sle, and as the var'alinn in the relative poaitions of the

‘tips of the primary feathers’'is somewhat wider than "The Eundbook"

indieates, it 13 evident that the winge=formula must be nssd with
caution as a criterion for separating females and young of the two
anecieg, Fortunately, slisrht but recognisable plumage differences
are also Involved, :

"The landbook" gives the following data on wing-formulse:

?rimeru i1, hypoleueca. ‘ 1. albicollis,
Tet. 2-4 mm. longer than Edual or 1=-3 mm,
P. coverts, longer than primary
) ) Cov GI"tS °
2»d ané 4th. longesst. "~ longest.
onad . ___4=7 wa. shorter. 2-6 mm, shorter.
5th. 2-5 mm. shorter, 4-6 mm, shorter.
(Usnally lomger and never (Equal or shorter
shorter than ?nd, oceasion: than ?ncg in one
:a11y equal), _ . 2846 1’ sqade longer
6th, 8-10 mm. shorter. ° 10-12 mm, shorber,

Anelysis of the 31 records obtained at Fair Isle gives
the following results:

st/
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ist primary equal to primary coverts in one case; between 2 and §
m, longer in 29 eases; B8,.5 mm., longer in one ecase.

3rd and 4th primeries longest and equal in 14 cages; 3rd longest
in 50% {mostly by less than I mm., once 1.5 mm.); 4th lengest
by 0.5 mm, in one e6xa.ple,

2nd primary shorter than 5th in 27 birds; @2nd equals 5th in two,
and 2nd longer than 5th {by .5 mm. and 1 mm.} in two birds.

th primary mostly 4«8 mm, shorter than wingepoint {(onece 3.5 and
onee 7 mm.lo

6th primary 7-11 mm, shorter {normally 8-10 mm. shorter),

6, Trapping and Ringing.

The season’s total of ringed birds a2t Ochober 15th was
2033 of 71 aifferont gpeciles, September was not a very good
trapping month, there being nsarly a hundred fewsr capturés than in
Septemosr 1049,

A new trap, roofing the narrowest m rt of the small gully
ealled Vaadzl, was completad towards the ené of the month. Its
gapturses, although few so far, included two Snipe withlin 2 few
hours on the morning of September 2lst, a young Merlin on October
8th, and two Water Rails on October 185th. :

The Yeoman Trap, which consists of a net made for us by

" Comdr. Tom Yeoman during Jast Vinter (see Bulletin No. 1), has had

guccesgs in the crops, It is laid out over the tops of the plants,
the entrunce bel'ng propved up with wooden sticks about 2% £t, long,
and the sides and rear held down by stones, and the prospective
victims sare driven underneath it . Captures during September were
the Grasshopper, Reed and Greenish Warblers on 19th and 2 Yellowe
browed Varbler on 21lat. A Britlish Robln {only the second for Falr
Isle) was ecaught in it on Oc-ober 6th, It hag been ussd unsuccess:
:fully against another Yellowsbrowed, a probable Northern Willow
Warbler and two Lapland)Buntings which, in a manner quite umasual
for thelr kind, were skulking in a turnip field,

7o rapallansous,
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No recent reports have bean received from other statlons.
It is believed that September was 2 bad month generally on the
eastern geaboard. - '

Holger Holgersen, Erling Holst, C. K. Mylne, J. H., Hyatt,
and E, U, %illiaws have sent greetings from "the barren isle of
Utsira, We trs ¢ that the southerly gales have done you batter
than they have done usi"

Lt Col. H. G. Brownlow has now returned to tiais country
from Lgypt and his address is Heatheote Hotel, Unthank Hoad,
Norwich, Norfollk, :

Fair Isle Bird ObserVatoryo . Ko, Williamson.

15th Octover, 1950, Director,



