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FAIR·· ISLE BIRD OBS~~HV.~"l'O~Y. 
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FAIR ISLE BIHD OBSERVATORY. 

Seotember r.Ugrantso ...... - ...... ,.1 ___ ,~ ........ ;;..o.;.;;.;..;..;;;. 

September was a vary rough month hers» with' mora than its 
fair share of ~trong winds (mainly westerly) and rain o There were; 
however:; 9. fev1 brief spells of easterly weather which brought in 
someinterestlng blrdso ,Th~se fell on September 1st (SED force 
4",,5)1 11th=12t;h {EoNEo veering SoL, 'the night of 16/1'7th (SoSE.,).., 
20th (No veering NEo)>> 24=25th (backing Eo from S~ and develop:1,ng 
5.nto a NEo galo('m 25th), a.nd 30th (So backing 'co SoSE)o . 

SISKIN o Carduelis splnuso Three came in on Septe~ber 
26tho 

i;IE?\LY HEDPOLL(I Cal"duelis flammea flanmH3a Q Twoarr1ved 
on 26th, and one'was seen down to October 3rd Q 

GR8ATEI\ RED?OLL.. Carduelis flammea rostrata" Three 
redpolls of this Greeril9,na=Iceland race were identifi~d by thei.r 
dar1c upper=parts 8.:Qd V€i.:7 marked fla~:iJk=stripes on Sept'ember 20th» 
f61l1m'71ng- a day and night of V:' 0 and NW ow1nd3 at force 4 D 

SCA'?LET GROSBEAK,,·. Carpodaeus erythrinuso See Bullo No, 
6.0 po 20 Another fema.le or imr"lature bir.d was seen on September 
21sto 

CRAYf:"DWR. Fringilla eoelebs.. The ringed male which 
sUmmel"'ed on the 1 ale Vlassesn dally to 17tho Two birds were 
t'scol"oed on 19th and two of 6achsex on 20th., 

RED~H~ADED BU~TINGo Emberiza brunicepso 
us from 19=22nd$ is described in parae 3~ 

ORTOT.JAN BUN'l.'ING o Emberiza hortulanao 
12tho ' 

A male,e with 

One on Sap'cember 

L.£I.?LAND BUWllDWo Calcarlpu!1 lapponicuso One, 
September 1=3rd~ a.nd six on 11th8 with smaller numbers lr:r:6fularly 
uft erward S Q 

SNO':. BUfTTINGo Plsctrophenax n1vali3o Two on 16th and 
fifty on 19th with smaller numbel"s dally to th-s end of the !l1onth Q 

CV.VT • f'K/ ,) .. :.. J •• ul\ t 



BKYLr\RKo Aland9. arvens:l. SQ . Noticeab1 a increase on 
20th a.nd a. marked d i mlnu t ion on 22nd <> 

MEA DO';· PIPIT", Anthus pratensis o Increases on Sthp 

16th a~ld 18th" 

THEE PTPI'll. 'Ant:1us trivialtso One on Se~tember 6th. 

V:HITZ ~·;A.GfrA.II..~ Motaci1.1a alb9. alba" Twenty or so 
daily to l2thp and fewer afterwards to 23rd» with one on 26tho 

PIED FLYCi~TC':rEF.· 
September 2nd; two~ 5th; 
two u 18th; ons o 22ndQ 

Muscicapa hypoleucao Four g 

twenty s 12th (five only next day); 

SPOTT"ED PLYCA'lICH:!.~Ro Mu~eieapa striata c None durine 
Saptember,9 but the SoSS. wind of 30th brought in s. 1st "\'."inter bird 
whlch 'Ws.s tr~3.pped on October 1st. 

R"'D Bpr'" ~mvD ""'·IYG"TC·.,. .. ··,T( .~ c il Co .., ps ...... ·", 1.", = .L:~,.'\.i,j . ..:;, .J:' .. A • Il"l ": .• ,.,,, .UJua J. ".p", .. v ""~ An 
1 "Tm~"l ture ma 1 e W9. strapped on Septembe l' 21 at 0 

GOI,DCf:-SST" Regulus ragulus 0 Si~ or more~ 2Sthe with 
four next day and on9 on 2!"/tho 

VlILLO'.;:' V,'ARBL 21"{0 Phylloscopu s trochilus 0 A dozen on 
September i2tha a few l1ngering until 15tho Eight on 21st and 
again on 24ths so~e remaining until 30th. 

GnE;~NISH ;';ARBL.:'::H. Phyllosco:;us trochiloides virldanus~ 
Ona caught on September 19th 15 described 1n p:lra o 4- b 

':':OOD ~'ARBLn2 ~ 
September 22ndo 

Phyllo3copUS sibl1a'crixo On9 9 

YELLO'l,'",=BRO".ED V:AHBt;E';!"\o Phyl10scopus Inornatus o Onel! 
Septe~ber 21st g and three on 24thh in the cropsQ One ~as trapped 
in the Gully on 26th» was released there~ and entered the trap 
again October 1=2ndo Another stayed 1n a turn1p~rlgg SepteT-ber 
29tr to October 2ndo 

GHAS['BOl"'P';r: '"r..:AHBL;~~:. 
yellowtsb beneath e so probably a 
of Gil1yg September 1st; and an 
Has, in turnips, on 19th. 

Locustel1a naevla~ One» very 
1st Winter bird, \'VtiS in the Burn 
adul't bird wa.s cau@ht at the Auld 

RE~D ViARBV!:t-<. Acrocepha.lus scirpac6'ls" One haunting 
the Burn of GillYa September 18=19th8 was netted on the latter 
datel 



date and identIfication confirmedo 

HARSH WARBLERo Acroeephalus pe.lustrls 0 Ona trapped in 
the Gully on f:eptember 20th was released there and was t~ice 
retrapped on 20=21st~ 

EARHED r\:AHBLEP. o . _lvle. llisoriac Singly D Sept·8'!1'Jb.sr 3rd 
and 21st and again October l~stp all immature birdso 

GARD;~N WARBLERo Sylv ia borino Singly a Sep:tember '1th 
a.nd 11th; two!, 16th; fours 18th; seven/!. 21st; two e 24tho 

BLACKCAP" Sylvlaatrlcapi11a o Tw.o females, September 
18th; two of each sexo 20th y andslngly to 24thD 

n.:rrf3THROAT" 
two, 19th; one, 2lsto 

Sylvia com'11unis. OnG o September 12th; 

LES0::.ill 1"HITET!IHOAT o Sylvla eUl"ruca" One}) 12th; 
thTee~ 21st; slnglYb 24th and 30tho 

SONG T~IRUSH 0 Turdu3 ericet;or'Um~ Two c September 26thQ 

HED'FING c. Turdus musicus~ 
on 26th; five, 27th. . 

~lngly~ 22=25th$ and three 

'i LlEATL::AR<, Oenanthe oenanthe o JlJumbers were dO\7n to la 
score on 22 0 23rd ll eleven only next days and e. .few each day after: 
='Ilfard S 0 

REDST.:\HT" 
22nd and 24thc 

Phoenicurus phoenleurusQ Males on 19~20th, 

r:HINCTIAT Q Saxicola rubetra Q Almost daily to September 

BLUZTtIRONJ.' Q Luselnla sV6cic9.<> A 1st WInter male was 
trs.pped on September 21 at ~ 

Himndo rusti!ce. o One IJ 14 th; two IJ 23rd <> 

HOUf)~ f,'[ARTINo 
ds.YII and one on 20th. 

Delichon urb1cs.o One n 14th, three next 

SAND ~'.~ARTIN <> Riparla rlparia 0 Two, September 6thp and 
three next day; five on 15th, two 16th h slne1y 13th and 20thc 



SV'IFT " Apus apus" The l~st were three on September' 
1st" 

M~r.LIN" Fa,lco ~olumbarilu3~. 
more often two blrds~ 

Kti:STREL" 1"o.leo tlnnunculus" 
singly on 10th and from 26· .. 28th., 

Two» September 6th; 

HiRON~ Ardea cinerea~ 
otherwlee one or two regularly. 

Six on 25th and eieht next days 

i·U\.LLA nj) ,0 

2~lth'"i:'.8 th" 
An&.~s plo. tyrhyncha" , Occasional; three on 

TE~L~ Anas c~eccan 
ona or tV10 ref:~;(Ja:rly" 

Foul'" on 1 st and 11th» othar'.'l'1 se 

V~IGEON c' Anas pemelope to Singly. 7-10th an~ 25=26t~o 

rr1JFTED DUCK ~ Aythya ful igu Is. <) Slnglyo 21=22nd~ 26th 
and an :r..m:rl9.ture drake from 29th. 

GOLDEWEYE" Bu cephala clangu,le. < One on Septe~ber 3rd p 

VELV ET nc O'l'rcP. 0 MelanH;ta fusea" One on SeptembGr lato 

GO~-1~WRA~rT" PhalacroDora:x carbo 0 A few on most days 
from August 31st o Flock of eleven t~oin[, southjl SS9tember 231'd o 
and flock of twenty next day 0 

FUL;4Afl o FuJmarus glac:lal1.so Only eii·:ht were counted 
on 7=8th folloning a marked dacre~se coinciding with a strong h~o 
galee bu't when the weather modera.ted birds returned to the cliffs 
ana w~n'e in strength on 11th" Decreases took place on 16th. 2'2nd 
and practic3.11y all had left on 25thJI when a NE" gale was ra.ging o 

Afterwards a few birds were to be seen at sea dally until the end 
of the month o 

TURTLE DOVE", 
20th and 25th. 

Streptopelia turtur. 

B.t\n=TAILED GOD';'.' IT " Li~csa lapponica o 

6th. 

Sincly~ September 

One" September 

CU'51I,E";.'" Nu~enius arque.ts." 
20thjl few afto~ards~ 

Frequent on p~ssaEe do~n to 

1,~1-rI'im~ {\~L/ 



Numenlus phaeopusc One onlyc September 2no o 

V:OODCOC!(o Soolopax rust1cola o One~ September 25tho 

SNIP:!:. Capella gallinsgoo A few r~gularly from mld= 
September. 

Actit1s hypoleucoso One/J September 
5t:h. 

Tr1nga ochrophu8o o.n6$ Sept e~ber 1 st:) 

RED3HANK" Trings. tetanus" T"enty on 6thJ) 'fifty .on 7'l:;ha 
A faw regularly b wit:l influx of twenty=five on 19th and, oval' forty 
on 28tih" 

RI!'iGED Pt.OVI.;R.. Charadrius hiaticu1a o Fifty on 13th; 
a. small number on most days to the m:lddl e of the month" 

GOLDEN PLOVEH o Plu.v:1a~is apl'icariao 
the move throughout the month" 

Small partiason 

Vanel1us vanelluso Occasional sm~11 parties" 

2" !~J!Ets~f., somEL..Q~ptember MJgrants" 

SISK,IN o Two fem9.1as, 9~96 g ... (9 0 61 ge forty=eightihours 
later) and 11 0 8 go 

TREE PIPIT.. One on Sep·t~mber 6th gave 22075 go lour 
heaviest initial weighing for an Autumn birdo See Bull. No .. 6; 
po 8 e 

\".'BI'rE WAGTAIL o Three 1st Winter females were trapped 
August 17;",18th a.nd a further nine birds \Vare taken between September 
8 "".,20th0 Forty initLll weighings during the two S89.S0nS 1949=60 are 
distr1buted as follows: 

'- - -~u.tumno _. Spring o ·• 

~ and Age Group" ~~_~!!y- L'{~ht Av~rase Heavl~~~l!ht 
. Adult malEls o - 2201 2407 20,,1 27o? 280 6 25 0 9 

Adult tem~leso 20 0 2 23~7 16 0 7 21 0 6 
1st Winter maleso 23~4 2602 19 0 5 
1st ~lnter femaleso 23 0 3 27 0 9 19 0 1 

CAd" males, 5 Autumn~ 4 Spring; ado females 8 12 
lst/ 

Autumn~ 1 Spring; 



1st Winter males~ 11~ lst~1nter fem~lesD7)~ 

The tabl:-e suggests tha.t (ta) adults in Spring are, 
c1:tstrlnctly he!l.vler than Autumn blrds o and (b) 1st Y:inter birds 
tend '1;0 be has.vier than a.dultso- A. tnsle'lfith only one lee.9 
trapped on September 11th, weip:hed 20 0 4B'go 

SPOTTED FLYCATC H lm o . Five 1st \Yint er birds average 
14 .. 2S go Our only Spl"tng.xaecorc lJ June 4th~ is 11066 go . A bird 
caufht at 13 0 65 go on September 22nd p 1949,1) (1630 hrso) wale,hed 
12~95 go at 1530 hrso two days latero 

PIBD Ic'LYCATC~nm. See Bulletin No o 6,9 pp" 8=0 0 

Thirteen add1.tional trappings in S~pt ember ShO'.'1 a range from 11049· 
g" to 15 0 06 go and the average wei[ht of forty Autumn examples is 
12 0 94, g,o 

RED<'''BREA~jTEn F'LYC.:"TC71:SR., A 1st ';:~inter male on September 
21sti weighed 10 0 17 go Two 1st Vanter birds trapped on this date 
in 1949 weighed 8 0 5 go and 9 0 6 gG 

V:II,LO'" ',"AHBL2P.o Four tra.pped on September 12th were 
8 oYf'7 gOD 10 0 09 gOi 9 c,55 gc, and 9,,59 gOi all well above average 
weight .for Sl.rrivlng migra.nts (see Bulletin No o 6" po 9)0 

Two birds scaled 6 0 69 go and 

GRE::NTSH V;'ARBLERo The example tr,~pped Sep't;ember 19th 
weic:hl3d 7 0 15 go The piI'd trapped ,Tune 2nd b 1949 0 was 6063 €.o 

GRASr;HOPPER TARBLER" An adult on Seotember 19th waS 
12 0 86 go The Spring example on rJay 2nd Vf3.S 13: 1'7 go 

RBED WARBL:':R. An adult on Septembe)J," 19th .... las 10,,01 go 
One c.aptured Septemoer 1st." 1949 B was 13,,35 go 

MARSH 17-:ARBIJEHo V>'eighings of the September bi I'd were: 
20th, (0630 hrs~) 10 0 44 g., (1400 hrs o ) 10 0 5 go, 21st (1415 hrso) 
10 098 go The ons captured on June 10th gave 11056 gt-at 1600 hrso! 
and 11048 go ut the same time next day" 

GA~D:i'I,N '!,;ARBL'STI o See Bulletin No" 6 a po 9 0 The last 
'bird of the season,!l September 24the was our heaviest yet' at 20 0 68 g •. 

BLA.m~CA.p 0 Thirteen males in Autumn avers-fa 1? 019 go and 
fifteen fem:lles 19.8 go ffue lightest was a 1st Winter male at 
1502 go and the heaviest a female at 2102 go Only one other femalf 
was/ 



was above 20 go - A male from mid=November 1949 with an abnormally 
low vrei[ht of 130'75 gQ is omitted from these figureso 

IT.UET.BROAT. 18'!; V:i1'1tel" male e September 21st, 17 0 89 go 
Two rJIay birds weifhed; 1st Sum'l1er mala B 15 0 98 g., on ~,~ay 11th, 
increasIng to 1'7071 gQ on 13th; adult male, 19Q1 ep on 24tho 

3. Fleldc..~notest0l;1 a RedG'hes.d.~d' §Untingo 

The bird VIas watched, sometimes for long p3'riods.1 by 
Ian !,.~unro, Douga1 Andre\'f Jl NI. J. r;otton" Ian Mackay, Vi 0 Bird and 
I9.n ~r'3.1ker" Notes were m::lda in the ft aId by the four f1rst=named, 
and the followIng description was put into shape by MunI'o; with the 
assi~tance of thaother observers. The bird was seen for a few 
minutes by K.Wo and EV,~" on September 21st" 

The bird o being 9. malo in good plumaesg was not at all 
difi'lcul t to identi fy 0 The ImlJ1edill te irnpr€lssion upon sight ing it 
was of a larg€l str1 ~tn€ly=coloured bunting with bri.ght; ye110\'1 
underparts and reac1ish head and bib o On a close approach the 
massiva steely=blu6 bill was a prominent faatUI'0o The bird was 
cer'i;ainly larger than 9.. Yellow=hammer D but; was not qul'ta so p1.ump 
0 .. 3 a. COl"n=buntihgo The following plumage description was made from 
notes taken 1n the field~ observing at various ranges through x 8 
b1noculars e and also at about ten yards range through a x 25 
telescope. 

Forehead ap.d crown darl{ chestnut .. fin'elY streaked w1th 
dark brown; the colour varied as the bird altered its positlonD 
the br:J.ehter faathcr=bases being 8omet1.mes vie1bleo Nape,? upper 
sides of neck and ear=coverts greenish=brown she-dint into the crown g 

flecltsd yellow on sides of neck and ear Covilfrts, and with fine dark 
striationson nape and sides of neck o Mantle feathers n-igger= 
brown with fawn margins and tipsg though greenish flecking vias 
visible on one occasion when the fsathers were w1nd~ruffledp showing 
their bases" Lower mantle greanish""yellow shading into a. canary"" 
101.10\' ru~p (V'lhich~ however; looked mora graenish=yel1ow when the 
bird was in f'lirr.ht) 0' Tail feathers de..l~k nie:Eer=brown with fawn 

'margins and tips: the tail VlllS modsI'9.tely fox'ked, and showea no 
signs of abraslon o and was dull white beneath when viewed at close 
range o 

Throat, upper breast and lores darl{ ehestnutDa lit tIe 
brighter than the crowna and brighter still when the feathers were 
wind=ruffledo The feathers of throat and breast had'pale brown 
tips, and -the bib Vla.S not so extensive as shown in "The 1!a.ndbook" 
plate! ' 



plateo Lores and ear=coverta were separated fro~ the breast by a 
malar band 01' drab chestnut flecked with ye110w o f ... ovfel' sld~s of 
breast" belly, flanks and under tai l=cov erts a uniform canary'''' 
yellow margin£.: with the greenlsh=bro'iin of earocoverts and sides of 
neek Q 

Most of the seapular feathers \"1ere green~ sh=bro1:,n 'with 
small dark centres, creating the effect D when the bIrd W9.S at rest,o 
of a greenish=bro\'1n "V" with its apex at the rump (a. verI noticeable 
character in the field '" K~·'. ) (> The lesser coverts and ba$tard""wine: 
appeared to be slm11aro The primaries were ni[.Tger=hrown with fawn 
tips and ~arrins3 and the sGcondarles and greater coverts were 
simllar but with brouder margins" The median coverts wsre dark and 
:formed a definite band across the closed wil'lE (J rrhe underside of . 
the wlnf: showed dull Vlhtte o 

The bill waS massive and in cross~section roughly trla.ng: 
:ul~re 13.8 the lower mandible was broader ·bhs.n the u,pper" It wa.s 
steely""b]ue in colour, and the legs Vlere browntshopinko 

, During its -four dayst stay (Septe'l1oer 19=22nd) the bird 
f'requ ant ed the s~me small area of n:a rshy pa sture bordered by a 
clover field, 9. eabbage garden, a field of turnips and SI. stubble 
fleld. It resorted to the cabbages and turnips not infrequently 
for cover hi and desp! te it s brilli':lnt plumage it was dif' ficul t to 
sae once it entered the roots,~ its colours blendint-<: perfectly with 
the reds and yellows of the withered leaves o ' It; repair'ed to the 
oat=stooks in the stubble for feeding purposeso 

'£he flirht was stronrand undulating b and the bird 
appes.red very elongated when on the wln[':o The wing=fa9.thers then, 
in C6I'tain 11ghts Jl could appt?Sl.r blu8c->grey and the contrast of this 
colour with the bright yellow underpu.rts strongly recalled the col: 
:our=scheI'flEl of the Grey 'fagtail o In fl1rht at a dlstg:nca a.na 'In 
silhouette it was easy to confuse with the Skylarks on the w~ng at 
the same tlmeo A. low c9.11,9 rendered "tchup"p waS heard on a 
number of occ~~ions~ usually when the bird flew up. 

l.",11en on the alert, or im.'!lsdiately upon al'lf,htlnE-D the 
bird a.ssumed an uprig:ht~ elongated pose" later rela.x~ng into 9. more 
nearly horizontal attitude o It w~s seen to perch on walls p fences p 

and sometime s "81de''i9.Y5'' on corn~~stooks 0 It genera 111 SI3:1; motion: 
: less for long period s v:1 th the w ing=points s1 ightly drooped below 
the t9.ilo It was possible to get wIthin ten yards of the bird \'ihen 
in concealment» but an approach to nearer than twenty yards in the 
open w~s difficult. 

4/ 



4 ~ 2~i.eld~noteaon a Greemi sh "iarb~ero 

Thisblrd appe9.:r;'ed very grey. in the field, ana W':lS at 
first mlstal<:sn for a Northern \'Vlllowt=warb1 er p untl1the ,sina1e. 
wlng~bar w~s seen. 

, The upper"'part s appeared to b.a a. uniform olive",,£rey» 
w1 th the ta.ll !OI.nd prim.arias darl{ero The underparts were a 
uniform grey1sh<=>whlte; as were 9..1so the winf.~bo.rs andsupe re~li:a.ry 
strlps80 The bill seemed small for the' size of the'bird" and the 
pale colour of the lower ~analbla'w~s clearly seen on one occasion o 

The bird' Vfasstockl1y built" and appeared s1 ightly' sm';l.ller than a 
Tf111oVf'r;arbler" 

~hen di8covere6~ it was feading amon[ the tur~1p=pl~nts~ 
:;:oare1 y api-learing a.mong the upper 1 eaves »"-I.nd rarely retrlS\lning 
mottonlesso It flew only occss1.onSl.l1y; usu~1lj to P:lSS round the 
observers ~nd settle in the crop behind themo These skulking 
ha b ~ t s 1 ed "C 0 1 t S 03.. pt u re 1 n the Ya'oman ne t 0 

In comparison with the other two Phylloscopi with wir-g , 
bars obse~!ed here this Autumn 2 the Eversmann!s (~h? bo~ealis) ~nd 
Yel10'.'J",-,broVled War'oJ ers (?h., inorn&1.'i:;us) ~ some dl st!nct ive point s 
were noted" The most imoortanr-fleTd=chi3.racter of' the bird was 
its general greyness, contrasting \'llth the gI·e~mls..h hue of the 
other two spec1es" In size it w;;.ts intermedhteJ> in behaviour more 
active than Eoraalls but less 30 than ~~~~t1~$ which it resembled~ 
ho~averp in its habit of remaining largely concealed among the 
roots 0 'I'he s tngle VI ing""bs l' was conspicuous when the wing was seen 
clearlYb and It was whitish in contrast with the yellowish bar3 of 
the other spec'ieso 'l'he eye-stripa g al'-t;hough very prominent" was 
less so than in Eversmann i s Viarblar q and much less so than in the 
Yellow=browsd., 

The bird was watched by Ian Munro, Dougal Andrews ~:1o :IQ 
':':otton, Pamela McMorran 9.nd7',~ 0 Abrah9.l'!lp and the notes were comp!1 ed 
by Ian ~unro in consu1tation with the other obsarversQ 

The bird was examined in the h'l.nd by 1('-'; 0 The un~braded 
greater coverts snrl tr !l.ctic:ll1y unworn remiges and retriees indicate 
that it was a first=year bird 0 The outermost greater covert ,hs-d Si 

s~~11 light tip on the outer web p and the next four ha.d bro~der 
white tips on the outer webs. Upper mandible dark brown., lower 
light plnklsh=bro~no Tarsi d~rk greylsh=brown o The yellow in the 
supercilium. and yellowish wash on the underparts were only faintly 
lndle~ted ~nd app~rently not-obvious in the fielo o Dla8nosls 
of race 1s b'.l.sed on w1.ng=formu1, a. (2nd primary bet'neen 7th and 8th) 
combined with single winfooo.:rG- Wing 57/ 



,..J 

5'7 mm. 1I bill from skull 11~5 m'Tl~ [) t;arsus 20 m"ll" 

'fhls is the second occurrence of the species on Fair Is'} e: 
for Observ:.itions on the bird" of June 2 .... 5rd n 1949" sea Geot" Nato 
62: 18=200 There have now been four record s of this spcetoSTn 
Britain since 1945~ a fact which may sugrest that the westw~rds 
extensIon of its rangeD" noted by C,,' I3" Tlcehurst ("The. Genus 
Phylloscopus" f) po 138) 1s s'till proceedin€> . 

50 :!'lslysf,f!. of ~i£g=forlT!ul9. of Pied Flycatch~!> 

According to "The H~ndbook" (iD PPD 309, 3i2) the" Pied 
and Col1s..rea Fl yea tcher~ 11 ii~Uscic9. ':J9. E!lI?ol euc9. and ~": 0 9.1 b1. co~l.l is . 

..::-~_ ... c:.;::.> '"'-~-_-=-" 

arE separable on di fferencE'ls in the wlng=formul9." D\;1.rinz; the 
present Autumn 31 speci'7lsns of l:~' htU?ol~.£..~ h;l.ve been eXJ.mined @.t 
:?9.'lr I316 p snd 9.S the vari::l'i.ion in the rel'3.tlve postt1ons of the 
'tips" of the primsry feai.hers is sOl1'lewh:;l.t wider than I1~Phe fhl.!1dbook" 
lnd i "t'Y_'ltes p it is evident that the vd.ng=formula must be used vlith 
caution as a crlteriori for separating rem~les and yotint of the two 
s,ecieso Fortunately. sli[ht but recognisable plu~age differences 
are ~lso lnvolved o 

"The :1':J.ndbook" g~.ves the following d~ta on v;ing=formu19.9: 

~--... _ .. --,-------.......... -----------------_. 

., st·~ 2=4 ~no longer thsn 
po coverts (> 

Equs.1 or 1 ... 3 mn:~ 
longer than prl~~ry 
coverts ~ 

----=-----~.~,~~-.. -~-.--------------------------------~--~~---------
~nd" 

5th. 

, _________ l~o~n~g_.e~s~t~~. ________________ ~l~o~n~~~e~s~~~ ___ ~ 

2 .... 5 mm" shorter o 

(Usually longel" and never 
shorter than 9no» OC~'ls5.on: 
: ~11 y egu?-l)" 

2=6 m'":!" shortero 

4=6 ~'no shorter. 
(Equal pr shorter 

than 2hd e in one 
C9..se !!l.;ff~l$.de_ ~opill: 

____ 6~th_ . ...;.,, ______ ,_...;;,8_=...;;,1;...;O-=.:m;.::.m~o -.;:;sh;.:.;;;.o.;::.r..:t..:;:e:..;;;Y'..;;.:'_ 10= 12 m'n () s,ho rt ~r" 

Analysis of the 31 rebords obi~ined at Fair Isle gives 
the following results: 

1st! 



" lit> 

1st primary equal to pr1!llary coverts in one case; bet""leen 2 and 5 
~t10 lonrer in 29 c:3.ses; 8,,5 mmo 'longer in one caso o 

3rd ~nd 4th primaries longest and equal in 14 cases; Srd longest 
in 50% (mos,t;ly by less than 1 mm o .? once 1 0 5 mvn<,) h 4th longest 
by 0 (\ 5 mm () in on~ exa.I .. ,ple 0 

2nd primary shorter th~n 5th in 21 birds; 2nd equals 5th in two. 
and 2nd longer than 5th (by 005 mmo ~nd 1. mmc) in two blrdso 

5th primary mostly 4<~,6 l11'1'1~) shnrter than 'liing""polnt {once 3r.)5 and 
on.ce '1 mmoJo 

6th pr'imClry ~f'c,11 mmo shorter (no!'1J!.l11y 8"",10 tIiffio shorter)" 

The Be~sonl9 tot~l of ringed birds ~t October 15th waS 
2033 of 71 different specleso September was not !.l v~ry good 
tr:3.ppinr month., th(:}re being ne9.rly a hundx'ed fewer <captures ths.n in 
Bepte~oe:c ) .. f) 49 0 

A ne~ trap, rDofi~f the narrowest ~ ~t of the sm~ll gully 
called V~~dal. was completed towards the Bnd of the month c Its 
eapt:;Ul'l"lSJ) although few so f9.rjl included tV'lD Snipe \<jith1.n 9. few 
hours on the mornint: of SeptembCl' 21st p a young Me'l'l~Ln on October 
Bthg and two Wuter Rails on October 15th. 

The Yeoman 'rrap.ll which consis1~3 ofa net made for us by 
Co~dro 1'01'11 Yeo!11::1n during j ':lst V;1nt er (see Bulletin No. 1) fI has h9.d 
success in the eropso It is laid out OV8r the tops of the plantsp 
the entr!:lnce bei'np: propped up wi th woodon sticks about 2~ ft I> long» 
and the sides a.nd rear held down by stones,9 and the prospect~.ve 
\T lcti7l1S are dri.ven und erne:3.th it " Captures durln[ September were 
the Gras3hopper e Reed and Greenish Warblers on 19th and ~ Yellow­
browed ~arbler on 21sto A British Robin (only the second for Fair 
Isle) was caught in it on Oc~ober 6tho It has been usod unsuccess: 
: fully against another Y (:3110\"l=browGd Fa probable Northern V;i 110vI 

W:3.rbler 3.nd two L9.pl9.ndl Buntings wh:i.cho in a manner quite UmHJU'll 

for their kind fJ were skul king in a turnip field" 

NO/ 



No recent reports have. bean received from other statlonso 
It is believed th~t september w~s a bad month generally on the 
e~stern se~boardo 

ana Eo Do 
Utsir3..., 
than they 

Holger Holgersen,l) Erltn[ HoIst, C. Ko :'1ylns, J", H .. Hyatt, 
','iilll:i'JS l';l.s.ve sent greetine.:s from "the barren. isle of 
We trtB t that the southerly gales have done you better 
h~ve done us~" . 

Lt.) Col" Ho Go Brov/nlow has now returned tic .t11is country 
fro~ Egypt and his address 1sHeathcote Hotel, Un thank Road, 
Norwich a Norfolko 

Fair Isle Bird ObsarvstorYm 

15th October, 1950 0 

• 

Ko 'Hl1i<).mson. 

Dire.ctor Q 


