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1., October Migrants,

The wind was SE, on Septembor 30-0October 13t and brought

In a few interegting blrds. This was succeeded on 2-3rd by a
westerly gale, shifting to light SE. on the afternoon of the 3rd.
The wind continmued sasterly untll 5th, when it veered SV. late in
- the day and increased. It blew a strong gale from SW, on 7th,

There was slight moderation, then s gale from NW. on 1lth, A
sudden shift to 8E. occurrad on 13-1i4th, bringing in migrants,
and the wind then became wmoderate §%., increasing to a wegtorly
gale on 17th and veering N¥., with only little moderation until
1t foli away to force 2 on the 20th and veered still more 1o
reach WE, On the 218% = the day of the first big "rush" - the
direction wag SE., and S3E., next day. A 1light northerly wind
was blowing on the 23rd, and fyrom the 24th dovwn t0 the end of the
month there was a moderate SE, or SS8E., wind bringing large numbems
of Blackbirds, Filsldfares, Yoodcocks and obther birds. ;

The systematic list deals only with the mors important
birds aend is not a complete list of the specles yaocordaed.

REDPOLLS . A Carduelis §. flammez on Ocitober 3xd and
one or two between 18<20th. Two Carduelis f. roatrata in the
Springfield cabbags-garden on 5-6th. Two Carduelis hornemanni
wore repoerted by Jameg A, Stout on E6th, :

NORTHERN BULLFINCE. ‘Pyrrhula p. pyrrahulsa, James A,
Stout saw one on the hill on 26th, and Pat Robertson took a
female in the Gully Trap on Wovember 4th. :

CHAFFINCH. Fringilla ¢oelaebs, First, October 3rd.
Thers was 3 small mixed flock next day, and varying numbers In
the stubbles afterwards. Marked increases were noted on 13th
and 14th, 168th {sexes about equal in a flock of 50) and 22nd-23rd,
A number were trapped and retrapped in seed-balted Potters,
showing interesting increases in welght during their stay.
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~ CHAFFINCHES,
Initial ‘ '
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BRAVBLING, Fringilla meontifringilia, Rather few this
year. Four en 19th, and about 20 with the Chaffinches from 23rd.
Some were caurht in seed=baited Potters in early November:  one,
transported two miles for ringing, was retrapped in the original
haunt two days later, _ ;

LAPLAND BUWTIYG, Calcarius Lapponicus, One or two at
the beginaning of the month, on the moor; at least thres among
Skylarks in the stubbles from 23-25th,

SNOW BUNTING, Plectrophenax nivalis, Wothing like last
vearis numbers, - £ifty fairly regularly in the fields, with increasm
:e3 on 21-82nd, Two males trapped were compared with skins of the
$ypical and Iceland races and were found to be the nominate foxrm.

WOODLARK Iullula arborea, A single very delightful
and confiding bird caught itself in the Gully Trap after I had gons
to some trouble to set a battery of Potters on its favourite feeding
ground 100 yards away! It was here 28=313%t,

SKEVLARK, Alsuda arvenzlis, Those in the stubbles
received increases on 19th and 21£22nd..

SHORE LARK, Eremophila alpestris. One on 27th.

GRZAT GREY SHRIKE. Lanius excubiter, A wingle=speculum
bird at Vaadal on 26th.

FLYCATCTERS. Ve trappoed cur ons MMuscicapa striata of the
year on October 1lst, A first-winter male M, parva was got in the
Gully on 13th and a single M. hypoleuea was seen nexfi day.

GOLDCREST/
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GOLDCREST. Regulus regulus, 81x were feeding on a
lichen-encrusted cliff at Duttfield on 23rd, and about this time
large nmamobers were sald to be on the west«sjda cliffas,y

LEAF-VATBLERS, The last PhylioSGOpus trechilus was
vecorded on 3-4th, Closa views of very probable Ph, collybita
tristis ware had et Duttfleld on 23rd, showing a grey-brown mantie
contrasting with the warmer brown head in the strong sunligsht (so
that sometimes the bird ssemed to have a "ecap"}, no yellow beneath,
very whitish suprciliary stripe, and black legs. Another Phylloe:
:scopus, undetermined, was at North Haven the same morning.

‘ YELLOW-BROWED ¥ ARBLFRD Ph. inornatus, Two on October
i8t, one of which had baen ringsd a2 week before and had remained in
and about the Gully. Another eon 6th: iika others watched this
Autumn, this bird had a double call-note "weos-weest™ as well as the
usual monosyliabie one.

BARBED WARBLER .and GARDEM WARBLER, A firstiWinter Syivia
nisoriza arrived on Octobver 138t, and a iate S. borin was trapped on
15%h,

BLACYCAP. Sylvie a_tricapiils. Thres on thg two on
Bth and singly on 15th and 2374, Adult males were trapped on 25%h
and 31st,

FIELDFARE, Turdus pilaris, Unusually large flocks came
in this year, The species waps flrst seen on 18th, but apart from
an odd bird with the Redwings there was no real infiux until 21st,
and this was followed by 2 mass arrival on 22nd. Bilrds wers down
toe 500 oxr so from 25-27th and werse rather fewer afterwards,

~ RING OUSEL, Turdus torquatus. Three on 27th and one
on 30th were the last, .

BLACXBIAD. Turdus merals, There wore very few until
2lst, when over a hundred came in, followed by quite 500 next day
and at least & thousand ¢n 23rd.. . Numbers fell to 200 or so on
24%h, but more arrived on 27th, after which they gradually decreased.
The early, almost exclusively firat -¥inter passage falled to
materialise this year owing to the westeriy weather, and ages and
Sexes were very mized when the “rush" came,

BLACKBIRDS/
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BLACKBIRDS, e .

NO . . Ad. Ad.. 186 W, 13% Wo

Date. Tranped, male, female, male, femalae.,
12"‘20 oXo 10'1 ? 1 3 . 6
21.%. 7 1 2 4
22 X 43 & 8 % i3
28.X%. 33 7 7 i2 Vi
24X, 11 1 1 3 6
25.%0 | 16 2 3 3 30
26.%. 17 4 6 3 4
2F %K. 32 5 8 i2 - 7
2829 .%, i9 6 | 3 & 4
Totals.| 188 30 | 35 61 81

4

THEATRAR, An Osnanthe ce. oenanthe was trapped on 17th
and a solitary Vheatear was on the hlll en 24th.

“HINCHAT, Pratincols rubetra. Last on the 5th. For
2 note en a STO'ECHAT see para, 3.

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus. Very scarece this
Agtumn. A female on 6th was the last., ‘

BLACK. REDSTART. Ph., Ochyurus, A flycatching femle
was urged into the Gully Trap on the afternoon of 3lst,

RCBIN, Erithacus rubecula. See para. 3o Two on 23rd
really begen the Autumn movement; there were twenty on 25%h and
well over fifty in the maln trappingeareas on each of the naext two
days, decreasing afterwards.

WREY ., Falr Isie birds were singing up to 23rd. A
migrant Troglodytes t. treglodytss, recognised by its very pale
undervarts and low weight (8.33 g. compared with 12.21 g. averags
for 1ocal birds) was trapped on 25th.

AIRUNDINES. One Hirundo yustica, October 8th; one
Delicheon urbiea on 10th,

O"LS, A number of Asilo flammeus and A. otus came in
with the Blackblrds, Weodcocks, etec. from 23rd, for the most part
remaining on the hill. A Short-esr was dlscovered sltting inside
the Dyke Prap early on 23rd, but managed %o get away ag we clesed
ing two Long-ears, which sought a resting-place 1n the Gulily Trap
on October 30th and November 6th, were less fortunates

- 4
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- MERLIN. Falce cclumbarius. Two or three on most days,
and slxor more on l4th, 18th and 20-21st.

KENTREL . Faleco tianunculus, Cne or two daliy from 4~
14th, and one 17-18th, carrying what looked like a Stariing.

HARRIER, Gircus sp. A Hen-harrier was sesn on 14¢h
-and & brown harrier of sorts on 3ist. :

SPARROT=HA"K, Acclpiter misus., Female, 22-23rd, and
males 25th and 27th, were txapped. o

THOOPER SYAN, Cygnus cygnus. A few daily from 8-12th,
ten on 10%th, Parties of three and f{ive were observed fiyin; north
on 18th, ‘

: GREY GrEBE.. Anser sp. Skeins of 25 bvirds on 8thy o
and 11 on 18th; also 28, 12 and 10 on 21st. 8ix Branta geese
wera flying 2 little apart from the flrst flock,

DUCKXS, Anas platyrhyncha and A. penelope were falrly
regular passage-migrants. There was a drake Aythya fuligula on
3rd, three Bucephala clangula {common at this peatod in Shetland) on
21st, and a female Clanguls hyemalis on 12%th. Eiders, Somateria
moilissima, wers displaying vigorously on the sea off Funnlquoy on
October 16th.

FULAR, Fulmarus glacialis, Gannets, Sula bassana, and
Fuimars were moving south in numbers east of the island on 16th.
Two Fulmars wers st the oliffs on 24th and others were back on
thelir ledges on 31ist,

CLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus. . One of three on
North Haven from 10-12th was showing remains of Summer plumage.
Singliy, 17th and 2lst.

DOVZEG. A Columba paiumbus on 13th, and C. cenas on 1l5th
and 20=218t, Twonty C. 11via - an unusually high nu~ber for Fair
Isle ~ were seen on 9th and 14th.

™OCDCOCK , Scolopax rusticola. A few, 21-22nd, some 30
birds 23=24th, and over 300 next day. There were few on 26th, and
again over 300 on 27-28th. One ringed and released on the évening
of 25th was shot on the west side of the island in the late after:
:noon of 27th. :

SNIPE, Capella gallinago. Regulayr, and especially
nu?erous dguring the Woodcock rushas, One with the characteristics
of ‘
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of the bird deseribad as “isseroensis” was trapped in Vaadal on 17th,
Two Limmocryptes minimiyg were veported 18th and two on 22nd.

PURPLE SAVDPIPER, Calidris maritima. Strang ely rare.
One on the Zrd, three @n 19tho There was a KNOT, C. canutusg, sn
Sth,

REDSTIANKS , Tringa totanus., About 40-50 birds until
midemonth, rather fewer afterwards,

GLATCOUS GULL. Larus hyperborsus, Adults on 16th and
22nd, immstures on 17-18th and 25th. Two "oatmeal” birds awong the
Herring-gulls at North laven on 313t were no bizger than their
compa ﬂions and perhaps Larus glavcoides, A TERY 8p, wH8 g€8en on
6th.

WATER RAIL, Rallus aquaticus. ¥irst saen on 12th,
There wag an immigratlion on 15th when thres were trappsd and nthers
ssen, sgpeclialily along the Gilsetbter Burn at dusk Four were gsan
aach day 16-1%th and three on 24th

MOORHEN.  @Gallimuls chloropus. Adults onm Sth and 186ih,
g young bird 19=20%h.

2. Noveauwbar Migrantsg, = South Shetland.

L. 8., V., Venables visited Kergord Plantation and vicinlty
from Wovember l-4th, and found a Yellow=browed Warbler fsgeding in
the Larech and Spruce Treas, Thers were a few (Goldzsrests, Roblinsg,
Redwl nge, Fieldfaves and Bramblings, about a hundred Chaffinches,
and other gpeciss as Tollows:

Carrion Crow, Corvus govone, 18ty 27 Jackdaws {the spec:
:ies breeds 1n this area}; femals er JuveniWe Rustic Bunting,
Enberiza rustica, Ist; Grey ¥Wagtall, Motacilla cineres, 18t and
2rd: male Blackeap, 138ty Oparrow- hawst one on 1st and two on 3rd;
filock of 13 Herons, lat: fiocks of Curdew, Numenl vs a“quafnﬁ
Lapwing, Vanellus vansllus, and Golden Pleover, Pluvialls aprivaria.

At Dunrossness ﬂovamber 5th 2 male Bustic Bunting was
waliting in the Venzbleyg! ﬁ eden to welcome them homa. The bird was
2¥su thers on Bth. "One call is a $swick note mush like a Corn or
Yellow Bnnt*ng but conslderably quleter. The other c¢all deoubles 1%
into 3swillick, and, in my sxperience of buntings, 1g charscierisiich

L PR EN M

A Hen<harrier waz around Splggie from Novembsr 2-7th.



S Rirds from nor thewaest Scotland,

"Its an 111 wind that blows no good!"™ Even the south-
westerly gales of late September and early October brought soms
interestin; visitors to Fair Isle, Yan Waiker of the South Light:
thouse, when birdewatching on ¥Ward H1ll on September 30th, s3w a
Stonechat which he described 23 very raeddish bensath. There had
been a 87 gale on 27-28th veering west and moderating slowly on
29%th, A femzle Stonechat, In all probability the gsame bird, was
geen in the village the following morning and later In the day was
trapped at the Haa, It was compared in the iab, with skins of
Saxicola torquata rubicola, in fresh plumage, and 5. t. hibernans.
1t was nothing ilke the former and had darker brown fringes above
gnd more richiy reddish unaerparus than the British birds. No sking
of 8. . theresae were available, but the trapped bird's affinities
. would Seem Lo D6 with that form rather than with the British race.
Colorimeter rsadings were taken, and may assist later in confirming
this . view, ‘

There was a wasterly gale all day on October Znd. A
Thrusgh, %rapped early on the 3rd, was compared in the 1abr with
skins of Turdus ericatorum philomelos {Fair Isle, Oct. 1948]),
Turdug e. hebridensis {Ba1ra, April 1912), and Turdus e.sricetorum-
The last were badiy foxed and valueless from 2 Gaxonomic poing oOf
views the upper-parts of the trapped bird, however, were not at
all a match with the greylish-glive of the Continental bird, but much
more nearly approached thos of the hebridensis specimen in depth of
colour, though this agein was slightly redder, due to cabinet change.
The underparts were hsavily spotted and the breast strongly suffused
with buff, but matched most neariy the underparts of the sricetorum
majerial . Again, although the comparative m terial was quite
inadequate for a conclusive opinion as to race, there is good
svidence that the bird originated in the north-west Britlsh area and
not the Continent.

3
m

A Robin, the first of the Autumns caught in the Yeoman net
on October B8th, was compared with skins of Erithacus rubecula
malophilus and 'K, r, rubecula in the lab,, and was undoubtedly of
The British race, -~ the second record only of this form st Fair Isles.
(One was capitured en April 17th, 1850}, There had been & southerly
Fale the previons day. . Ths bird wag csuzht in the sheltered
cabbage garden ot Springfield, which it was sharing with & Song-
Thrush, s Fair Isls Yren, a Yellow-browed Via rbler, and two Greeniand
Rﬁopci g, « 2 cosmopolitan array!

4, Bird-vringing Summary.

e/
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¥We ringed a total of 2,390 birds of 78 different specleu;

3

this figurse includes 23 birds of 5 specles not obtained at Yair Isle

which I ringed when on a weekfs holiday in Unst., For Fair Isle we

nave, tharefore, 2,367 birds of 73 spociss, rsprssenbting an increass
3 » 2 o .

of 574 birds and 10 specles over 1949, The main Iindividual totals
were: , . .

Starling 404 Redwing 93
Blackbird 321 Chaffinch 56
thesteay 321 Robin 56
Twite 180 Willowe=warbler 53
Hogk Pipit 70 Garden Warbler 46
Maadow Pipit 124 - Skylark 45
House Eparrow 118 Arctic Shkua 36 o

Pied Fiycatcher and Yren {34 sach), Herring Gull (26), Common
Redgtart and Vaber Rail (15 each}, bBlackecap, Whinchat and Shag
{14 each), ®hite Vagtail and Fulmar (i3 each).

Some of the rars or umisual spscies ringed include:

Siskin {3), Scariet Grosbeak, Red-breasited Flycatcher {2}, Grey
Wagtail {(3), Greenish Varbler, Yelilow-browsd Wardler (2), Rsed
Worbler, Marsh Warbler {2), Grasshopper Varbler {£), Black Redsatart
{2), Biluethrost (3}, Wryneck, Long-earaed Owl, Teal and Little Auwk.

Birds of prey captured when themsslves driving small

tlrds into ocur traps wsre, = 5 Heriin: 3 Sparrow-hawksg and a
Kestral,

5. Reseoveries of Ringed Birnds.

STALT ING, & female trapped 1n a Potter at North Haven
an October 28th, 1948, was found desad about “avch 20%th, 1950, near
Tromed, Horway. {Gf 7 birds cauvght in the same Potber on the same
day, two wers again trapped at North Haven in October and Decemper
g vear later; 2and a third was veLirapped there in mid-July 1949,
Another caupht in the same Pottar Ociobsyr 24th, 1948, was found
dead neay Fraserburgh, Aberdesnshirs, on March 24th, 1949, An
astonishing wixbturs of returns from two days’® trapping of the ons.
fiockd

_ STARLING . Ong of a brood of four nestlings ringed on
June 7th, 1949, waa found dead on beard a Grimsby trawler In the,

2 \

North 8ea {Lat. B4 W., Lorg. 4 E.} on October 3ist, 1950.

S - 7
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SKYLARK . One caught in a corn-balted Potter Trap at
Upper Stoneybrake croft on March i7th, 1950, was caught {and subse:
squently released) by Keeper Stewart at the Bell Rock Lighthouse,
Angus, on the night of October 10-11th, 1950, _ :

MEADOY PIPIT. One taken in the Dyke Trap on September
2th, 1950, was killed by = boy at Punta Galea, Bilbao, North Spain,
en October 8th., Vhen trapped its weight was 16,7 gop 80 it was
almost certainly a migrant at Fair Isle.

BLACXCAP, An adult male, caught in the ¥Mill Trap on

Octobsr 25th, was found dead at the Police Station, Bt, HMargaret's
Hope, South Ronaldshay, Orkney, on November 6th. :

6. NoGes Trom a Redwing Diary.,

_ Dotober 6%h. Three musicus Redwings trapped to-day, and
at the low average of 59 g. they must be migrants from overseas.
Wind 5S8E. yesterday veering S¥. at night, strong. There were 80
Redwings yesterday but only 20 or so to-day.

' Qctober Bth. Only one Redwing seen and Hrapped, and at
58.66 g. almost certainly a wmigrant from overseas. But where from?
The wind has been 8V, for the past three days,

Octover 1ith. The first goburni have come dewn from
ITceland,  "Breast, ayestripe and sides of head strongly suffused

with buffs wunder tail-coverts dark brown suffused bufiish; legs
dark™, TViing 120, weight 70, 2 g. A bird at the Haa was probably
coburni but no description of plumage 18 availables wing 121, -
weipght 69.98 g, Only a dozen birds were seen to-day. Wind 5%,
Yesterdsy, veering WW. and Iincrsasing %o 5.

October 13th. Three from Scandinavia this moraning,
averaging 63.14 g. About 50 birds "in", VWind southerly yesterday
but SE. from 3 a.m,

October 1id4th,. Took three Redwings in the Dyke Trap at%
0700 when a Merlin passed ovear, They and four others trapped
before breakfast were all musicus and fresh arrivals from across the
Se3, judging by theilr average welght of 57.57 g, One was the lighte
se8%t of the Aubumn at 48,82 g, Later in the morning one was
trapped at €7.81 g., the heaviezt of the day and perhaps not a
newcomer, the nearest approach being 63.67 g. Wind SE. 1311l yester:
:day and over s thousand blrds here thig morning.,

Octoher/
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October 18th. Seven again to=day, apparently from
averseas: all misicus, wings 112.5 te 117.5 {but one 122).
Average weight 60,18 g, Heaviest 68,56 g. - may not be a new
arrival, % nearest approach being 63.7 g. The heavy bilrd had
the under tall-coverts almost immaculste, like yesterday's sboek,
and not heavily marked as in this-morning's arrivals. The leng-
winged bird, msicus on plumage characters, was trapped at 73,48 g.
and must have been on the isle some time, Wind SW, all yesterday
and to=day: Redwings still abundant, but many have gone out.

Gctober 16th. ¥ind continues 8%, Three Redwings taken
to-day were musicus and averaged only 54.54 g., which suggests a
long, hard struggle Lo get here against a contrary wing.

October 17th. Quite a mixture to-dayi A musicus ab
56.89 g. suggests & new arvival from overssas despite a strong SV,
wind,  Anobher musicus at 72,75 g, has doubitless been here =cne

‘time and a third welghed 63.61 g. Two coburnl were taken at

63,78 g, {low for coburni, wing 121.5) and 70,02 g. (wing 123) out

‘of 2 =amall flock which spent most of the day at the head of the

Gully. PBoth had mheh buffish suffusion on the breast and lighter’
portions of ths head, the buff extending as a falnt wash down the
centre of the bally. Only a hundred or more birds to-day.

Qctober 18%h. Only coburni, five in all, Four wers
betwaeen 71 -74 g, and one a3t 80.25 g. Winga 117.5 to 124, Thers
was & westeriy gale yesterday, veering NV, early to=day: perhaps
£ifty birds were on the iale.

October 19th, Five muslcus averaged 69.41 g., which
strongly suggests an influx from Shetland of birds which have been
there some days. One Had wing 108.5 {carefully checked!) = right

‘outside the Handbook range and the shortest I have seen = and

angher 112; three were big birds with wings 119, 120, 121 {but no
suggestion of coburni in the plumage). Wind N¥. all yesbterday,
SW, veering NV, to=day, strong. The movement from Shetland theory
is supportaed by the fact that when The Good Shepherd returned from
Grutness last night, between 2300 and 0200 hrsg., she had birds with
her all thse way across, and Redwings were heard pagsing.

Octover 21st, Apart from & $typical coburni with wing
120, weight 70.53 g., the nineteen Redwings trappsed to-d3y were all
migicus. They wewre of high welghts, average 69.52 g. anc one
wonders if they ave again hers mainly ex Shetland. But there has
been a good dsal of movement overnight, - numbers of Blackbirds,
Fieldfures, Woodcocks and Skylarks have come in, and skeins of
geese passed by this morning. So the Redwings may well have come
direc§ from Seandinavia, in which case I c¢can only suppose that
theliyxy
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ghelr high average welght 1s due to the fact that the night was calm
aad that such wind as there was would asgsist them. The wind yester:
«Jay veered from WW, to NE. {2) and was from the east at force 1 all
night. Ain injured {? wired) coburni wes dbrought in, a splendild
exanple with a strong buffish suffusion over the clouded bresst and
very dark, buff-washed undsr taill coverts, but the wing only 118.5.
Redwings entered the Schedule at a thousand or so to-day.

October 22nd. Six musicus, averags 68.74, - again high,
if the birds have come from oversgeas. Cne blrd was as much as
4. Zo Wind SE. all yestsrday and CSE. force 3 at night, An
incrsdibls number of Redwings here to-day, =~ perhaps five thousand.

October 23rd. A coburni, wing 122, at 88.23 g. haa
obviougly been on the isle some time, and is our heaviest Autumm
Redwing yet. One of the ¥celanders trapped on 17th was Ltaken again
to-0ay, showing a welght increase of 9,67 g. in the week, Avout =
thousand of yesterday®s virds remain.

October 38t Two new musicus at 63.72 g, and 61l.06 g
with wings 124 and 112 respectively. I iooked long enough at the
124 bird but there wag nothing in the plumags to sugrest Icelandlc
origin. Tt 1s the bigpgest "common" Redwing vetb.

This ssagon’s maasurements put ths winge-laength range at
108,86 to 124 for mmaicus, and 117.5 to 124 fer coburni.

The averags weirht of 87 musicus during © tober is 68.93 g
and of 15 coburni 74.02 g., & difference of about & g.

%o Great Saltee Isiand.

The results obtained from the Autumn visit of Major R. F.
Ruttledgs and John Weaving to Great Saltes Island {gee Bulletin ¥No,
4, para. 1 B), appear as an Appendix to thia Bulletin.

‘ Thieg visit took place betwesen Sept emdoer 27¢h and October
11th, and Ruttledge writes "we were unfortunate in having sirong
wosberly winds most of the tiwmse: we suapected that winds from this
quarter would be bad from & migration polint of view and our suspic:
:ions were more or less borne out by the rsecords®,

Eeriier, from Auwsust 19-21st, the same party, with the

zddition of John Berlee, had visited the island, and had found very
1ittle of interest in the way of migration,

Autumn/
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Avtumn Migration, Great Saltee Isiand.

Contributed bYy v
R. F, Ruttledge and John %Veaving.

1, Visits.

Vigits were made from August 19-21ist (R. F. Ro, J. W,
and John Barlee) and from September 27th-October 1llth (R. F. R. and
Jo Wo )o

2o Egatherc

August 19-218t. Wind S, or SSW. force 2-4, Blug sky
and cloud, good visibilisy,

September 27-30th. Wind between W; and S., force 5 on
27th moderating later. Some fog 27-28th and early 30th, otherwise
fair to good vislbility. Overcast.

October 1-2nd. Wind Y, or MW, force 4-=5. Blue sky and
cloud, good visibllity.

October 3-5th., Wind S. or SW,, gale on 4th, moderate
vigibility. '

October 6-11th., Wind W. or SW., generaily (NW. gale on

afternoon of 8thy SW, gale afternoon of 10th)}. Visibility good;
blue sky and cloud moatly. .

Se Schedule of Specles.

September. Octobear,
' B 1 281 20 | 60 el 31 4] 5] 61 7] 8191 10 ii{

LINNET Carduelis ] _

gannabina. g 15 35 | 3 191 5335113115 | 20] 25N,
SEYLARK Alauda

arvensis, 4| 20|100 6 2113 3/100] 302540 & 2 200! N,
MEADOY PIPIT Anthus

pra--tensis. 301001300 | 7O[100 50|50 130|100|100|50130(25 |10 5C{WN.
WAGTATLS Motacilla '

alba subsp, 1y 851 1 1 1) 6| 7 1
GOLDCRIST Regulus ,

regulius. 11 1 1 1] e
WILLOV=WARBLER Ph,
on@fgchiluso 2 2 2 a1 1
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of Species (Contd.).

September, October.
271 981 291 301 1 2l Y 41 61 61 %71 BF 91 101 11
AONG-THRUSH Turdus
ericetorum. ‘ s 2 1 1 2. 11 20
BLACKBIRD Turdus
wmerula, 12| 12f 20 10| 1012y 43 3| 51 61110} © 71 10
WHSATEAR  Osnanthe
osnanthe, 7 4 2 2 gl 71 4| 3111 5| 4| 4] & 1
STONECHAT Saxicola ' S
torguatus. 2 2 S5 2 Bl 21 4|l 41 47 44 4] 51 3 2 3
S‘”ALIJO“FF }'Itmndo ’ e
rustica. 21300} 20| 50} 9 10 25160 4 W,
HOUSE MARTIN Delichon
urblea. 5 2 6
SAND ¥AHTIN Riparia
riparia. i 3 1 .
MERLIN Falco
columbariug. 1 5 T T O O e T A T T -3 [T
EESTREL Palco
tinmnmuncuiua. 1 i 2 1 2 BN N A T A A T A S I A S
HERQON Ardea
¢inares, N 3 1
HMALLARD Anas
piatyrhyncha. 12 2y % S14C| 4 1 31 1
CANNET Bula i '
bagsana. 1{i8) B{ 1} 3|22{10410; 8, 5;17j16] 2] 10 § M.
OCURLEY  Humeniua oo i i t
eyrguata. {10 15 10| 15 | 20 |30 {25 {25 |20 {20110{10}15) 18} 2N
WHIBEEL WN.
phasopus. A PR | i 2; 12,2 1} 1 1 1 TR
SHIPE Capells i i
gellinago, i i1 1 i 1
TURNSTCONE  Arenzria ;
interpros. 15 2 2l 615]| 6 8 5| 3 TN
GOLDEN PLOVEZR Pluvialils
apricaria. ) 311B | & %
PHRAN  Sterna waerura/ )
hirundo. 3 1 i} 1
LESSER BLACKBACK ILayrus
fuscus. 5 3 1 3 21 L 1 ﬁ
N. - see "Notes on Species”,

4, MNotes on Species.

JACKDAV: ;

resiient on the isle in Autumn.

morning/

Corvus monedula.

Ciiff-breeders are not
Occasional parties spent ths early



3- 4 Y

a

merning Shere, returning to the mainland before noon,
2 ol

morning and minbers became negligibie bafore noon; undoubied!
migrants,

LIW DT, Those visiting the 1sland did so in the earliy
iy

LAPLAND BUNTINUC, Colecarius Yapponlicus, One, Ochtover
iat, Fifth record for Ireland.

SHYLATRK . Small parties of up to 20 arrived from 8 a.m.
until noomn, after which very few were seen. They srrived from N.,
NE,, EVE,, and two birds came in from &, Parties left the 1sland
fiying S,, °8"., W. by S.; SW., E. and NE. These birds set a nics
problem as to whether they ere immigrants, emlgrants, passage-
mlgrants, or perhaps 211 three. on October 1lth, when we 1eff the
isiand, there wag considerable movement: numbers had passed ovser
the igsland by 8.30 2.m., and veary many small parties were seen
fiying in a westerly dirsction parallel to the South Wexford coast
from one to two miles offshore, {See "Skyilark Migration in BE.
¥reiand", Brit. Bipds, 43: 265).

nm;

ot

MEADO™ PIPIT. Arrived 1n small parties from NE. and K.,
leaving 6 S. and 5%, HWovenent was in the eariy morning, except on
ODcthober 64th {when the early morning wag web), when it continmued
throughous the 4dzy, '

. GREY WAGTAIL. Hfotaclllia sinsersa. Singly on September
27th and 2%th.

CHIFFCHAFY, Phylicscopus collybita. One, Octobser 3th.
A Phyilescopus warbler was also sesn on 6th.

SEDGE WARBLER, Aerocephalus schoenobaemas. Four on
Auvngust 20th and sleven on Zlst.

“HITETIROAT, Syivia communis. Two, August 20%h, and
five ¢n Z2ilst. Singly, October 5=6th,

ROBIN . Brithacus rubecula. There were three in dong
sach day during the August visit {the specles does nob byaad), and
up to fifteen on most days in Septenver=0ctober. We are not
certain whether all er a proportion of those seen ars Winter vislit:
<08 to the igiand or passage migrants. Some apnearsd to be
oceupying torritory, as the same ringed Roblna ware to bs found in
the same places dally, -

HEDCE SPARROV. Pruneils modularis. Som times up Lo

in September~October; Gthe same ryemarks as given under ROBIN
apply to this specles,

SWALLOY/
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SEALLOW, One of the few 3pecies obviously migrating
Auvgugt 20-213%t. On 20th a party of five left the island (wind S.4)
and filew N, untll lost to view, 11 2.m, On 21s% only a few were
geen until towards evening, when ten arrived from 8%, Barlier, o
few had passed the island flying S.,. - During the later visit birds
arrived from N, and NE., and left fiying S. and SW, One came in .
from 8., erosged the island, and flew on northwards, '

' SAYD MARTIN, On- August 2ist a sing?e bird fl@w Sa
Later 1n the day four were seen flying W,

SHORT=EARED OVWL, Aajio flamneus. One, September 3I0th.

SPARROW HAVK, Aceipiter nisus, Ons, Septembsr 30%h
and October 1gt

GANNVET, Two youvg were réared this yesar. First Winter
birds were sesn acecompanying adults on Segt ember 28th, October 2nd
Cand 5th, One first=Winter bird was seen alone September 28th and
Octobser Btho A1l @irds were prooeeding westwmrdso

FULHAR, Fulmarus glaciatis. Seven~of the birds noted
in Spring had fledglings in August, The decrease which has taken
place since 1947 may well be due to predation by Gulls, which -have
been observed takina 8gLd.

TURTLE DOVE. Streptopelia burtur., One, October: 7th.

Curlew. The most seen waz 40 on fAuvgust élsto

WHDMBREL, Three each day, Auguss visit,

TURNSTONT,  Wineteen, Aucust 20th, and 25 next day.

CO0N BANDPIPIR, Actitis hypolences. Five on Augusgb
19¢h, three on 20th and two nexk day. : ’

RINGED PLOVER. Charadrius histicula., Two each day,
August 20-21st; one on September 27th.

LAPYING, Venellus venellus. Seven on August 20%th..

BLACK-KFADED GULL, YLerus ridibundus, Singly, August
21st:-and Séonombev £9¢h,

LESSER BLACKBACK.  Single birds were gsesn from &time to
time flying 8%,  About a dozen wore present in August. 4

RAZORBILL/
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RAZORBILL. Alca fGorda, Once as many as four were'
soen offshore. ,

GUILLE®OT, Uria salge, Singly, September 28th and
Qcthober 3rd. . '

CORNCHAKE,  Crex crex. One, October 6th.

WATZ RATIL, Rallus aguaticus. One, September 29th,

4. Ringing,

A small &trap was erected over the centrzl hedge in the
middle of the isiand, and was in operation from October 1st, The
trap is sbout 12 £, long and 6 ft. high on the lowar side of the
bank, The mouth is 10 £t, wide. It hasg no door or bafile, as
these would have baen imposgible to make without disturbing the
biackberry cover in the mouth.. In spite of the scarcity of bilwrds,
we managed to ring:-  Robin, 3; Stonechat, 3; Hedge Sparrow, 43
Weadow Pipit, H: Whitethroat, I and Wren, 2. We hope Lo enlarge
the mouth of this Srap in the Spring, and to erect a large Heligo:
sland Trap at the garden if we can railse the necsssary funds,



