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The wind W9.3 SEo on Septembor 30~October 1st and brought 
1n a few interesting birdso ThIs wss succeeded on 2=3rd by a 
westerly gale o 3hifting. to light SEa on the afternoon of the 31"d" 
~lha wind conttnued easterly unt i1 5th,ll when it 'Veered BY;" e late in 
the day and increasedo It blew a. strong ga.le from SW" on 7tho 
There was slight moderation» then a gale from m~. on l1th~ A 
Budden shift to 8E o occurred on 13.,,14th, bring-tur; tn migrants,o 
and the wind than became moderate 81.~:oa increasing to a westerly 
gale on 17th a.nd veering "NW ~ b \"ith on.ly little moderation until 
it fal,] away to force 2 on the 20th and veered st:1.11 more to 
reach NEQ On the 21st = the d!lY of' the first blg"rush tl 

"'" th(!) 
direction wa!] SE op and SSEo next dayo A light northcrly wind 
W:3.,S blowing on the 23rd" and from the 24th down to the end of the 
month there was a moder9.t e SEo or 8SE o wind bx'll1ging large numbers 
of Bl9.cl,$:b:trds, F:leldfa.res, V,~oodcock:5 and other' bil"ds. 

The systematic llst deals only wItn the mor~ important 
b:1.rds 9.~1d i 3 not a complete list of the species :t's'corded. 

REDPOLI.S" A Carduoli s :~."c, flam"tlea on October 31"d and 
one or two betweon 18=20thQ Two Carduelis f" roatra:ta in the 
Springfl aId cabbage""garden. on 5=6th" T,,,o Carduell s hornemanni 
were reported by James 1'1.0 Stout on 26tho 

NOETHERN BULLFINCJL p,.rrhula po pyrrhulao James lL 
Stout saw one on the hill on 26thJ) and Pat Robertson took a 
fem3.1e in the Gully Trap on November 4th" 

CHAFFINCH, F'ri11f',il1a coelebs.. F't rs'c, OC"Gober 3rd .. 
~~here was a small m1.xed flock next da.y IJ and varying nU'11beJrs in 
the stubbles after'wardsu Marked increases \"tere noted on 13th 
and 14'th,9 16th (flexes about equul in a flock of 50) and 22nd""2:3rd,, 
A number were trapped and retrs.pped in seed=bait ed Potten:'3, 
sh()wlng lnteresting incre:lses in weight during. thei.:r stay", 

CHAFF INCHES/ 
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(,0 10930' 
[,0 1103 
Go 1120 0 

[,0 1128 
Wo 11290 
[,0 11:50 0 
Go 11310 
L..c 1135 
Go 1156 

13oX o 
15oxo 
.13 oX 0 

22ox" 
23oxo 
23 0 xo 
23oxo 
24ox. 
24ox~ 

1'107 
20,,7 ! 
19 0 35 
19 0 98 
20 0 57 1£ 

CHAFFINCHES. 

20 0 99 20 2:1 304 
19<;.2 
19 0 95 
19 0 38 

.4J3 

BR!~'!'BLINGo Fringilla numtifringill9.o Rather few thil5 
year. FOllr.on 19thj) and about 20 with the Chaffinche3 from 25rdo 
Some were caught in ~6ed-baited Pottera in early November:· Dne~ 
transported two miles for ringing e was retrapped in the origInal 
haunt t·wo days later" 

LAPLAND BUNTPW o Calcarius Lapponicu3 o One or tv(O 9.t 
the beg1nning of the month. on the moor; at lea3t three a~ong 
Skylarks in the stubbles from 23=25tho 

SNOW BU~TI~Go Plectrophenax nlvalis o Nothing 11kela~t 
yea:rll 5 l1Umber5", = fifty fairly regularly in the fields,!! wi th Incre9.5~ 
:es on 21=22nd o Two males trapped were compared with skins of the 
typical and Iceland races and were found to be the nominate fo:r~o 

'WOODLARK 0 Lul1ula arboreao A single very del~_ghtful 
and confidine: btrd ca.ught itself in the Gully Trap aft<:lI' I had £@ne 
to sltlme .tl"ouble to ~et a battery of Potters on its favourite ,f'eeding 
ground 100 yards away; It Vlg,:!: hare 29=31sto 

SKYLARK 0 Alauda a.rver~sj.Bo Those in the stubble3 
received il1Crea5e~ on 19th and 21;'22nd o .. 

SHORE LARK" Eremophlla alpestrl~o 

GR~~AT GREY SHRIKIEo 
bird at Vaadal on 26tho 

Laniu8 excubitero 

One on 27th" 

A u1ngle=speculum 

FLYCATCF~~RS. \"a trapped our onG HU19c ica.pa 3trla. ta of th6 
year on O~tober 1 st () A 1'1 rst=wintal' me-le Mo parva \'fas got 1n the 
Gully on l:5th and a single Mo hypo1euea was seen next day~ 

GOLDen.EST/ 



GOLDCHEST o .Regulus regulus o Six wel"e feeding on a 
l1chen.,.~encI'usted cllff at Duttt'ield on 23rd l1 and a.bout this tltl1e 
large numbers were said to be on. the west",,'sl.de cliffs!:. 

LgAli'~Y':An3L ET,S ~ 'l'ha last Phyl1o.scopus t rochl1u s was 
r-ecorded on 3,,,,4th 0 Clo se ." is\vs of very probable Pho eollyb1 ta. 
tristis were had S.t Duttfleld on 23rd" shovling a. grey-brown mantle 
oontrast :t.ng' wl th th.e warmer brown head in the strong sun11r-ht (so 
that sometimes the hiI'd seemed to have :3. neap"}Jl no yellow benoQth.o 
vary whitish S'Ilp!!"ciliary stripeS' and black 1egsc> Another Phyl1o: 
:SCOPUSb undetermined g was at North Haven the same morning" 

YELLO'~~""'BRo\r:ED li:ARBLER" PhG inol"natus" T,",oon October 
lsts one of which had been ringed a week before and had rem:3.ined 1n 
and about the Glll1yo Another on 6th: like others \J'fatched thls 
Autu'lln p t~:ts bird had 9. double 'c9.11·,,·t"lote "waes .. .,weest". as well as the 
usual monosyllabic onsn . 

BARBED WARBT}ZRand GARDE~1 t~'ARBT.JSrL A flrst,·)W1ntar 8y1v19-
nisoria arrived on Octooer 1st 9 and ~ late Sr. borln was trapped on 
15'ch o 

BLAC'K.CAP 0 Sjrlv ia 9._ tricapi ll!? <, Three 011 2nd D tvlO on 
6th and singly on 15th and 23:r.d~ Adult males ,Iljere trapped on 25th 
9.116 31st <'> 

FIELDFAREQ Tu:rdus p11ariso Unusually large flocks came 
in 't.his year" The species mat} first seen on 15th£) but apart from 
an o.dd bird with the Radwings there W9.S rlO I'eal influx untiJ 21st» 
and this vIas followed by a mass arrival on 22nd <. Birds were down 
to 500 or so from 25",,27th and were rather fewer afterw'3.rdsf) 

RI~TG OUSEL" 'ful:,dus torquatuso ThreH ell 27tha.nd one 
DD 30th w6r~the last o 

BT.ACl{BIRDt. 'l'urdus merula" There were very few until 
21stJ) when over El hundred came in.!) followed by quit El 500 next day 
and at least a thousand on 23rdo' .Numbers fell to 200 or so on 
24tha but more arrived on 27th" af'tar which they gradually decreased. 
The ea1"l'1 9 almost exclU8:tV ely first -V;j.ntar p9.8sagef\~.i led to 
materialise this year owtn[: to the westerly wea:thar D and ages e.nd 
sexes were very mixed when the !frush" Ctl1'\'l9 0 

BLACKBIRDS/ 
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BLACKBIRDS 0 

'No" 
.-,.~"'--

Ad. 
. 

Ad" 1st .. , 0 .. _ .... 
.~T 

, 
~ ... e .!.~ .... \1\ 0 

Date. Tranl~ado Male" female" male", i.'emalso . 
12=200xo 10" ? 1 :3 6 

21ox" 7 1 2 4 
22 ,.X 0 4:5 5 8 '17 13 
23ox" 33 7 '7 12 '7 
24oxo 11 1 1 :5 6 
25 oxo 16 2 1 :3 10 
26.xo 1? 4 6 :3 4 
P''1ox. 32 5 8 12 7 

28c-~29 .x" 19 6 I 3 6- 4 ~ 

i 
Totals. 188 30 f 35 61 61 

- . --_11' i •• 1 , -- ---
V:HEATEII.R" An Oenanthe 060 oensnthevv9.s tr~ppad on 17th 

ana a. solitary ,r'heatear W3.S on the hill IOn 24tho 

Y·'HINCHAT () Pl"at incols. rubs'lira" 
a. not e on 9. STO' 1 ECHAT see p9.ra 0 3., 

Last on the 5tho For 

R(i;Dsri'ART ~ Phoenicul"Us phoenicu!'Us" Very scarce this 
Autumn o A. female on 6th was the last" 

BLACK REDS'I'AHT. Pho Och:ruI'US 0 A flycat ch1ng ferrale 
was urged into the Gully Trap on the afternoon of 31sto 

ROBIN" Erithacus rubecula Q See para" 3 0 Two on 23rd 
really began the Au~umn movement; there were twenty on 25th and 
well over fifty in the main trapplng=areas on each of the next ti.1VO 
days,ll decreasing afterwards .. 

~REN0 F~lr Isle birds ware s~nging up to 23rdo A 
m1.grant Troglodytes t" troglodytes, recognised by its very pa.le 
underparts and low weight (8 0 33 go c·omp.s.red with 12021 go e:vers.ge 
for local birds) w~s trapped on 25tho 

.. 
HIRUNDDT1;;S 0 One Hirundo rust teas Oetober' 8th; one 

Delichon urbiea on 10th~ 

0·.·.1,0. A numbs!' of Asio fl:ammeus and A. o otus C:l.me in 
with the Bl~ckblrds9 '~;oodcoeks» atc c. fro'11 23rd.l' fen" the most ps.rt 
rem9.ininp: on 'che hillo A Short=ear wss discovered sit tlng inside 
the Dyke Trap early on 23rd, but managed to gat awaJ a~ we closed 
in: t".!O Long<'-~e9..I's» which sought a rest ing·"place in the Gully Trap 
t.m October 30th and Novemher 6th y were less fortuns.t e 0 



,~ .. ' 
f.'L.i:RLIN -: Falco columbar1u~ (> Two or three on most. days, 

and sl~or mora on 14th, 18th and 20=21st. ~ 

KE~TI1EL" F'alco . t lnnuncu lus 0 One or t;·,'VO dally from 4"" 
14thD and one 17=lBthD carrying what looked like a Starllng o 

HARP.IEHo Cil"CUS spo A Hen=harr1er was sean on 14th 
. and e. bro'.vn har!'1 er of sorts on 31st? 

SPA Rf:O'.!':",HA'·1C, Accipi tor nlsu SI 0 

males 25th 'ana 2'7thl) vrere tI's.pped" 

V~HOOPF.R S~7:AN c eyg-nUB cygnu~ o. A few d~aily :from a=12th~ 
ten ori 10tho P~rties of three and tfve were observed flyini' nort.h - --on 18tho 

GREY G~-::~GEo. Anser sPe- Skeins of 25 birds on 8th; 5 
and 11 on 18th; 9.1so 28,g 12 and 10 on 21st" Six Branta geese 
were flying a llttle apart from the first flock.;-

DUCKS,> Anas platyrhyncha and 11.0 penelope were fairly 
regular ps.ssage=migrantso There was 9. drake Al'thya fuligula on 
31"d p three Bucephala clangula. (com!11on at thls pe:dod 1.n Shetland) on 
21st, and 9. female Clangula hyemal5.s on 12th", Eiders p Somateria 
mol11ssirn9.., ware displaying vigorously on the sea off Funnlquoy on 
October 16th" 

}I'UL'r.AR o Fulm:lI'Us glaclallso Gannets~ Sula 'bassana,and 
Fulmars were moving SOU-Gb. in numbers east of the island .on 16th" 
Two Fulmars were at the oliffs on 24th and otherg were back on 
their ledges on 31sto 

C·LAVONIAN GREBE() Podiceos suri tus" . One of three on 
North Haven fro~ lO=12th was showi~ remains of Sum~er plurnageo 
Sin-fly, 17th and 21st" 

DOV:::f:~ A Columba palumbu3 on 13ths> and Co oenas on 15th 
and 20.,.,21st 0 rr''1enty G 0 lh~la <:> an unusu:illy high nU"!'lber for Flair 
Isle ~ were seen on 9th and 14thQ 

i"OODCOGK o Scolopax rust:tcolao A faw, 21 0 2P.nd ... so~e 30 
birds 23=24th» and over 300 next dayo There were faw on 26th p and 
9.@'9.in over 300 Ol:). 27=28tho One ringed llnd r~leased on -the evening 
of 25th was shot on the west side of the islaqd in the late after: 
:noon of 27th. 

SNIPE o Capella gall1nagoD 
numel"OU3 during the '1Noodcocl< rushes" 
of/ 

Regulars and especially 
One with the eh~racteristics 



'\ 

©:f the bird descri.bed as ;, (~el"{Hms:1!31l was tr9.pped In Vaadal r;:'m 'r7th" 
:C'Vifq) r..l:nr.ocryptes ml:nilTn.Ui were 'reported 18th and two on 22nd" 

PURPLE 8!n!D2IP:SR. Calidris m9.ritim9.. S·tTSI.Uf.ely 1'"areo 
One .on the ora t three on 19tho fJ:here was s 1\,:NOT, CD C9.nutus.c on 
,fjth 0 

RBDfJTII\NKS 0 '1l r'1 ne: a t;ot·arms ~ About 40-50 birds until 
mtdor,month,i) rather i,'ewe!" afterwards" 

GL1\tfCOUf, GULL,: L:;tX'us hyperboreus 0 Adul ts on 16th and ' 
22nd s im~!1at1.1re3 on r7"'-<18th !lnd 25th" 11WO "oatmealll birds among the 
Herr>:lnF=g'U118 at North Haven on 31r.H; were no b1.£fer th'3.n the!.r 
comp9.n1.ons 9..nd perhs.ps 1,9.1"118 gl9.uco1.dGSo A trER~,r spo 'lJF9,S seen on 
6th~ 

'l,rrATEE 1{:\II/{1 Hellus aquat3.f.:us. l<'irst seen on l~!th" 
'1'11£n'8 Vh,S 3.n i'llr.1ig::'a'iJion on 15th v,hen thre,':) V1sre tl";lpped !:lnd nthert3 
sael."l~, t)specia:i ly 3.1~n[! the G:I.lsetter Burn 'at dusku }i'our were seen 
each day Hj,e,J.7th <:a.nd three t}rl 24th", 

M.ODHHEN!, Ga.l11nu1.a chloropus., Adults on 6th and 16th.\' 
e young bird 19-20tho 

L. s. V~ Venablss visited Kergord Plantation and vicinity 
1'1"0:11 NOV6mber l':-4th" and fonnd a Yel1ow·:"browed Warbler' feeding in 
the Larch'1.nd Spruce Trees o There were a. f'e1n Gold·crests,9 Robins!) 
Beer!l nf3 i1 F~.eldfa:v.·es and Bramb'11ngs p abm':i'li a hundred Ghafflnches~ 
and other species as follows: 

Ca!'rion Cr()1;Y,(l Corvu8 corone,9 1 st~ 2? 41ackda\'1s .( '1;he spec: 
des breeds 1.n thls area); fem~:..le or juvenile nust~ie ,Bunt:lng p 

Erriber'lza Y·us·t iea,? J. st, Grey yr:'lf't;a:l1 J Motae:i.l 1St C inel'(;J3..!' :i.8t and 
31'0:; m~,lEl 131slckr-ap j/ '1. si:;;; Gparl"'ow"'hawk~l~) ~:ma ~,n ls't !lnd twt) {In ~;l'd;: 
fl,l'HJk of 13 HS1"'ons}.1 1;':1 t; p flocks of en.!') ~Vf 9 Numeniu.s a rQ't1 a tf?!) 

Lap"J'liTIe-~, Vanellus vanel1n s,~ and Go1.<len Plc,v e1'.~ Plu'l.! lalis aprh~s.ria" 

A'l,; Dunrl()ssnesJ on NovfJ:nber 5th a male Hus'iJic Bunting W3.S 

ws1tlna in the Vensble~t ~~rdBn to welcome them ho~eo The bird was 
9.'1so t'ti,9I't; on 6thc' !lOne '- call is Sl. tswJ.ck not" :11Uch like a Corn or 
Yell·'(}1i'1 Bl.lnt:I.ng bu';:; cons:td61~ably qUlet'er,,~-- 11he other' call doublE'JS :t t 
into !:..~!:.!),~~,:tc~~? sndp :tn my l;l}t~)En':l.Emc8 of bunt;1.ngi3~ is ch£l.!'acteris-cic9V, 

'5/ 
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:;'0 B::1.'oS from ,nor th"'V'H'.lst ScotlandQ 
~~~~- ......... ----

"Its an ill wind that blows no goodl" Even the south-
w'sstel"ly gales of lat\:1 September and early October broup,ht some 
1nterestinr visitors to Fair Isle., Ian Walker of the South L1fht: 
: house -' when bird,,,,watchlne on V:s.rd Hi 11 on Sept Elmber30th.ll saw SI. 
Stonechat, wh~,c,h he described as very rsddtsh beneatho 'l'here had 
been a Sl.~' c' gale on 27=28th veering west and moderating slowly on 
29th., 1:\ female Stonechat:> in all probab:'l.lity the ss.me b 1,rdJ) was 
seal'l in the village the following morning 9.1'1d later in the day Was 
trapped at thd Haa. It was ~ompared in the lab a with skins of 
~~~~col~ !org~~~! !Ubicola p in fresh plumage, and £0 to ~ibe~~o 
It was nothing like the former a.nd had darker brown fringes above 
a.nd more T'ichly read ish und Al'p::lrt Et than the Brit i 8h birds. No sk1n~ 
of S. t. thsJ:>6sae were avaflable,ll but the trapped bird~saff:i.nitie8 
wouTd ~seer.;-' to "t..,-e.-wi th that form 1'9. ther than with the Br!. ti sh raC(:j 0 

Colorimeter l:eadings ware taken ll and may 9.ssi st la.t er In conftrming 
thts vie~D . , 

There W9.S a westerly gale 9.1) day on October 2noc, A Song 
Thru sh p trapped early on the 31"0.'1 W9.S compared lin the la.b r, with 
skil"J.s of :£)!.!:duJ? ~Y'l~etor~~l. p~lomel~, (F.il. ir Isle ~ Oct 0 1948), 
Turdus e" hEfbridensts (Bur'ra" April 1912) SI and'Turdus e. ericetoX'll!fi-: 
The~:rast were-b9.(riYi~oxed and v~lue] ess from 3. ta:xonoinIc·"point oT~ 
v 16\'18 the upper""p'3.rts of the trapped bird t however, were not at 
all a. match witih the greylshe,olive of t;he Continental b5,rd.ll but much 
more nearly approached thos of 'the hebI'idensis specimen in depth of 
colour .. thcughthis again was slightry'read'er;' due to cabinet change c 

~r.he underparts were haav:1.1y spotted and the breast strone1y suffused 
with buf.!, 'but matched most neal'ly'the underpa.rts of' the !£J...E~~oru~ 
ma.teria.l" Again.!) althOUgh the comparative 1'Jjl teri!ll was qUite 
:1.nadequate foJ.' a conclusive opin5.on as to race!) t;here :Is good 
6''11' :i.dence th.s. t the bird ol'iginated j,n the north=\'1(:'st Bri tl sh e..rea and 
Dot the Continentn 

A Robln c the flrst of the Autll.mn,!l caug'ht in the Yeoman n.e'/; 
~n Octobe!' 6thf, was comps.Y'ea wl t~ skins of ~X'itE..~'£!!§' !.l:!!?ecula 
1Jli)lt)r.)h:Uu s a.na E" r 0 rubecu'19, in the lab 0 fJ and was undoubtedly of 
·£ne-Br~l. ti ~h race;- :;: .. theSe'cond re cord on1 y of tht s fOI'm at Fair 131 e c 

(One was captured an April 17th~ 1950)0 There had been a southerly 
fale the p"ev1.oDs d~yc ,The bird was cG.ui?,ht in the sheltered 
ce..bbape garden. at Sprinpflelo 9 which It W::lS shsrin£· V'iith a Sonf= 
ThrushS' 9, F'air Isle l"ren 9 a Yel1o'll=bl"0".'fsd Warbler 11 9.nd two Greenland 
Radpoll s p ". a co~mopol1 t9.n arra:y~ 

4 0 ll!'o =~1 t!!fL1:.E.l.,.L Sl~2-£Y. . 

Vie/ 
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We ringed a total of 2,390 birds of 78 different aoacias: 
this fipure includes 23 birds of 5 soacias not obtained at P~ir Isle 
which I-rlnged when on a week~s holla~y in Unst c For F~ir Isle ~e 
h~v0,therofore!.l ~~b36i7 birds of 73 spec5.es.!J reprssentlnE" an lncres.se 
of 574 birds and 10 ~pecieB over 1949 0 The main individual totals 
'were: , 

S'!,;'u"l inr; 
Bl ac :(h ire 
Y:h 09. tear 
1'w:'i. tc 
Hock Pipit 
i''fs9..dow P:tp1..t 
Rouse Sparrow 

4:04 
;-:')21 
321 
'i.90 
170 
1241 
118 

Redv,lnp 
Ghaffinch 
Robin 
\,'t! i 11 OY'l,"',vn.rb1 er 
Ga1"d!:3n V,'arbler 
Skylark 
Arctle Skua 

93 
56 
56 
53 
'16 
45 
36 0 

Pled FlycRtcher ~nd '!-'ren {34 each) ,9 Herring Gull (26))') Common 
Redstart and v.:at~r Rail (15 each).!) Blackcap" Whinchat and Shag 
0.11 each), V!h:l.te V;agtail ~nd Fulmar (13 euch)o 

Some of the rare or unusual spseies ringed include: 

Slskin (3), SC9rlet Grosbeak, Red-breasted Flyoatcher (2'), Grey 
Wagtai 1 (3 h Greenl sh W:'lrbler D Y el1ow<~brow9d \I'(ar~')ler (2:) 3 Reed 
WO.rbl er J M9.i's11 Y;arbler (2) D Gras shopper 1;iarbler {2:) so Blarc'< Radt:Jt9.r1; 
(2), Bluathro~t (3), Wryneck, Long=eared Owl Q Teal and Little Auka 

Birds of prey naptured Wflf.H1 themselves drlving small 
blrds :Lnto our tr:3.ps ware fI ,"" 5 Merli:::::.,:: 3 Sparrow",·,haytks and 8-

Kestr<.'l1. 

STl\E't nJG o A female tr.!lpped in a Potter at 'No:l"th Haven 
'011 October 2f)th v 1948 ~ ~a.s found c:i(-)s.d about V8.rch 20th,!) 19505) nS:ll'" 
1J.1 rr.)''11:1CJ!> N01''.'.'ay" (Of '1 birds ,caught In the se.me Potter on the S9.:n'e 
d9-y f) t'lfrO waro aF.Sl.in tr9.pped at North Haven in October and Decerrloor 
a year l'3.ter» and a third was ~ret; rarmea there in m1d,=J"uly 1949., 
Ilnc.d;h(-Jr (!9.ut'ht in the same Pot;,\"if:JY' October 24th.", 1948.'1 ""Jas i'o'Uno 
dead near Frs~er~lrgh, Aberdeenshire, on March 24th, 1949 0 An 
s.s'Coni shine- )1) :b:tllrt'} of retu.rns from tw:o days:j trapp:Lng IOf tile one 
flockt) 

STARLING c ODe of a brood of four nestlings rinced on 
~"rnne 7thi' lfJii,9" W9.8 fou.nd dead on board la Grtmsb))' trawler in the 
North Sea (L~to 54 NOB Lo~g. 4 Ec) on October 31s~1950o 



SKY'L,l\.HK" Ona caught in, a corn,~ba1ted Pottel' Trap at 
Upper Stoneybl'ake cl'loft on Ms.rch 17th., 19501) w))'s caueh·t (and subse: 
:quently released) by Keeper Stew9.rt at the Bell Rock Lighthouse D 
Angus» on the night of October lO,,-~11 th, 1950 (\ 

~m[1.pO~~· PIPIT D Ona t9.ken in the D"'.fke Trap on Sept ember 
9th~ 1950 v was kS.l1. edby 9. boy at Punts. Galea» Eil bao e North Sp9.in~ 
IOn October 8tho When '\";rapped its weight Vias 16 0 7 gOB so it was 
alllost eer·G9.inly a migrs.nt at Fair Is1 e ~ 

BT,AC1(CAP c An adu1t male a caught in the t:ill Trap on 
October 25tha was found dead at the Police Station» St ~ :,largaret ~ s 
Repel) South Honaldshs'Y.!I Orkney.!' on November 6tho 

Ootober 6th" 'I'hre8 mus icu s Radwings tra.pped to=day.!' and 
~.:I; the low average of 59 go they must be migrants from overses.s o 
Wind SSE(, yesterday veerine Sir:" at night» stron["c There veere 80 
Redwings yesterdsy but only 20 or so t o·",d ay 0 

Oc'L;ober 8th" Only one Redwing 5een and trappao.ll a.nd at 
5B<;66 go a1most ner'talnly a mlgrarlt from 0'181"8ea8 0 But where from? 
The wind has been S~O for the past three days. 

October 11th" The f:i.rst coburni haY0 coma dO'ii"fn from 
Teelano e "B:r'eastJ) aYGstrj.pe and sloes of-head strongly suffused 
with buff; under ta:i.l,,,,,coverts dar}( brown suffused buffish; legs 
da.rk" () Y,:tng 120;; \lH~it."ht 70'1 2 g" A bird at the Has. was probSlbly 
coburni but no description Df plumage is available: wing 121, 
W''G:tp:b.t'''"69 0 9S {!.o Only a dozen birds were 38en to=d9.Yr.. Wind SV:a 
ye::;terds.y.9 veerIng N\~i <> and increasing to 5" 

October 13th", 'rhree from Scan.d:lnavia this morning" 
averaging 63e'lA g'.> About 50 birds "int'o Wind southerly yasterd:l.Y 
bu t; SE 0;. ,(1"0" 3 a 0 mo 

October 14th ('> 'llook three RedVl'in~s 111 t he Dyke ~rra.p at 
0'700 when a Merlin passed OVC!'G They and four others trapped 
b6fore breS\J~fast v·lore all musicus and fresh arrivals from across the 
f:ltU.J) judging 'by t,heir average weight of 5705'7 g.., One waS the '11fht~ 
:est of the Autumn e.t 48 0 82 go Later in the morning one was 
tr:lppsd at 67,,81. go "the heaviest of the daY' arid perhaps nO'1; e. 
newcomer, the nesrest approach being 63067 go Wind SEo ~11 yester: 
:day and over a thousand birds here this morning. 

Oet;ober/ 



October 15th" Seven again to=day p apparently from 
'OVerBG9.S~ all musicus, wings 112Q5 to 117 0 5 (but ona 122) .. 
A.ve't'~ge weight 60 0 18 go Haaviest 68056 g. Q may not be a new 
a.rrival" '~?':l(;' nearest approach be5.ng 6:307 go The heavy bird had 
the under taJ.l=coV'erts almost immaculate, like yesterday1 s scoeks 
and not heavily marked ~s in thisQroorningts arriv~lsc The long~ 
winged Lird p musicus on plum~ge characters, was trapped at ~3048 g~ 
and must have been on the isle some timeo Wind SW o ' all yesterday 
a.nd to:,day: Redwirlgs still abundl£lnt" but many have gone outo 

October 16th" 'V:'ind cont:ll1ues SW 0 Three Redi,ll'irigs t9.ken 
to=d:.lY were rflUsicus 9.nd averaged only. 54 ".54 go $ w~1ch Bu[:gests a 
long", hard struggle to get; here agStinst a contr9.ry wind. 

October 17th. Quite So mixture to""dayt A musicus at 
5.608£1 f,:D 5llggest;s Si new s.l"'r~.va.l fl~om o'lTerseas despite a. strong SW" 
wind 0 Another rnusicus at 72075 go has doubtless been here ;:,X;.:rlEl 

. i,il1'!6 and a '!ihird weighed 63,,61 go Two coburni were taken a'l.; 
63078 go (low for coburnl$ wing 121~5) and 70 0 02 go (wing 123) out 
of 9. small flock which spent most of the day at the head of 't.h.e 
Gullyc Bot;hhad rrr&.ch huffish suffuslon on the breast and lighter' 
portions of the head.9 the buffaxt ending us a faint wash down '1:.1'1e 
cent:r'e of the belly" Only a hundx'ed or more bij,~ds tC?=ds.yo 

Octobe::r 18th!) Only cobur.ra ll five in a110 Pour wer'e 
between il},,,,,74 go and ono at 80025 go 1J7ings 11'705 to 1240 There 
uas a westerly g~le yesterdayp veering WP c esrly tOQd~y: perhaps 
fifty birds were on the isle~ 

October 19'tho l"ive musicus Qveraged 89,,41 g" 9 whIch 
strongly suggests an influx from Shetlana of birds which have been 
tihsl'\9 Some chyso One 119.d wlng 108 6 5 (carefully checked~') '" right 
outside the H9.ndbook range and the shortest I h:l.ve seen . .., and 
amhar 112; three were big birds with wings 119» 1208 121 (but 0.0 
suggest ion of coburni in the plunl9.ge) 0 'Nind w,",' L all yesterday ~ 
S1No veering N1,'\!o to<=odayt' strong" The movement from Shetland theory 
is supported by the f'J.ct th:!i.t when The Good Shepherd returned from 
Grutness l&st nightv between 2300 and 0200 hrso g she had birds with 
her all the way a.eross p and Redwlngs were hO:3..rd passingo 

October 21st () Apart. from. a typic!,).l coburnl with wing 
1201) weight 70,;53 go» the nineteen Radvlings \ira.pped to=d3.Y weT'e all 
musicus.. They were of high weights» average 69,,52 gu and one 
wonders if they are again here mainly ex Shetlando But there has 
been a good deal of movement ovsrnight o = Ilumbel"s of Bla.ckbil"dsjl 
Fieldf':.ires" Woodcocks and Skylal"'ks have come ina and skeins of 
geese passed by this mOl'ningo So the R6d'."1:1.ngs may well have come 
direct; from Scandinavia t in which ca.se I can only su~pose that 
thelr/ 



their high average weight is due to the f:J.ct thn.t the night ... ,as calm 
and t;ho.t such v/).nd as t-;here was ·~'Vould l.ssist themo The ''fInd yester; 
:rlay veered f:l.'''om jln"~ 0 to NEo (2) and ...... as from the east a:t force 1 all 
night" An injured (? \'fired) coburni was brought inp a splendid 
example with a str()ng buff1sh suffusion over the clouded breast and 
very d'lrk.l' 'buff=\''H:l.shed under tail coverts!> but the wing only 118",5 c 
Redvdngs entered the Schedul eat a thousand or s 0 to~·dSty (, 

October 22ndo Six musicus~ average 68.74» ," again high» 
if the birds have come fro'm overseas" One bird was as much as 
7.1L go Wind SEa all yesterday 9.nd 8SE" force :3 at nieht" An 
incredible number of Redwinrs here to=dayp ~ perh.aps five thousand., 

October 23rd" A e~rnia wl,ng 122p at 88" 23 g" has 
f}lbv lou :':l'ly been on the isle soma time I> and is our' haav i e at Autumn 
Redwing yet~ One of the Icelandars trapped on 17th was taken again 
toc,da;:y- D aho\"ilng a wet ght inc l"ease of 9 067 g ~ in the week" About 9. 
thousand of yesterday~s birds remain. 

October 3~!,3to Two new muslcus at; 630'72 go and 61<>06 go 
with wings 124 and 112 respectIvely" I looked lon.g enough at the 
124; blrd but there was nothing in the plurnag(~ t(\ sugrest Icelo.ndlc 
or:lf-':ino It is the b5.ggest ncommon" Red\~ing yet" 

']}h5.s se~son~ s me:lsuremsnts put ths wingc~length l'SlDf6 at 
108,,5 to 12i]; for' mu::<lJ..cus;> and 111'1 ... 5 to 124 for CObl).rn.ir 

The averageweieht of 67 mus:Lcus during (> tober is 68,.93 g 
a.rid of 15 coburnl 74 0 02 g~, a difference of abou't 5 g C> 

70 Great Snltee Islandc 

'J./he l"'esult.s obti9..ined from the Autumn visit of Major H" It'" 
RuttlGdg l3 :,UIO John 1raaving to G:re~1.t Saltiee Isl'3.'nd (see Bulletin No o 

4~ ps.r:1o 1 B)!.' appear 0.5 an Appendix to this Bull!:ltln c 

'l'his Yisit 'cook pl:1f'~e bet"lfsen Sept ember 27th and Octobe:r 
11thD and Ruttledge ~11r-':ite3 itwe were unfortunate in having strong 
Wt.st arly wind s most of tb.s ti me: we su.spect ed that; wind s from '1;1112 
quarter would be bad from a migration po:lnt of vtew and our susp:tc~ 
:lons were more .)X' less bar'ne out by the recordsi!" 

Barl,lar o from A:ug-ust 19~21stp the same p~.rtYlJ wlth the 
:ldcitlon of John B[;I.r1.l!l(:}p had visited the ls1and D and had found very 
little of interest 1n the way of mtgr:1tlon" 

Autumn/ 
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Autumn Mlgratione Great Sal tee Island 0 

Contributed by 

Visits were made from Aue;ust 19=21st (Ro Fo Hop J. ~;"Jo 
and John Barlee) and from September 27th=October 11th (Ro Fe Ro and 
Jo W. )0 

August 19=21st 0 VJind S. or SSW 0 force 2=4" Blue sky 
and cloud» good visibilityo 

September 27=30tho Wind between W" and Sop force 6 on 
27th moderating latel"o Some fog 27=28th and early 30th!) otherwise 
fair to good visibilityo Overcast v 

October 1=2nd" 
cloud g good visibl1ityo 

Wind Wo or NW1j force 4=5 Q Blue sky ana 

October 3=5tho 
v isibill tyo 

October 6=11th. Wind Wo or SWo generally (NW. gale on 
&lftarnoon Q)f 8th,' SW" gala afternoon of 10th) (1 Visibili ty good; 
blue sky and cloud moatlyo 

5n §chedule of Specieso 

September. 

hI~~ET Cardualis 
eannablna o 

SKYLARK Alauda 
e.rvensie. 

MBADOv' PIPIT Anthus 
p1"Ia--tensiso 

WAGTAILS Motac1'la 
~lba subspo 

GOLDCREST Regulus 
regulus. 

WIT ... LO'IJ.'=WARBLjJ;R . Ph~ 
trochilus~ 
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3" §.c~.::...92!l~-i:.L~~e!lS?..Les_ ~ C?~)" 

SONG=THRUSH Turdus 
eric etorum. 

BLl\CKBIRD l'urdus 
uieru1a o 

WH8'\T'SA.P. Oenanthe 
oeua.nthe. 

STO~ECHAT Saxicola 
torquat;us 0 

s,rr,,\LLO~~.: Hirundo 
I'U3'C; 1. ca r. 

ROUSE i1ARTIN Del ichon 
urblcs.o 

SAND r·1AHTIN Rlparia 
ripari.ao 

nKRLIN l"alca, 
r.;:olumbar:lus t. 

KES~rREL Falee 
t innuncu lu s • 

RERON Ardea 
c.d.n0r'ea 0 

MALLAr-m An~s 

pla i:;'Yl"hyncha" 
GANNE:P Su la 

bassans.o 
CUHLE~: NUrrle!}.iu 3 

0.1"quatao 
1?:;IU'-.~BREL HQ 

ph~~eopus 0 

SNIPE Capel!a 
g(~11ln9..&.o 0 

'l'UB1IJS'N'NE AX"enarta 
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Nb - see "Notes on Species"q 

JA.C3:.DAV.: 0 Corvus monedula Q Cliff.;obreaders are not 
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rea1rl ent on the 1 s16 in Au.tumn" Occasions.l· parties spent the early 
morningl 



'~ . 

14" 
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mO:l,"ninr ·;;h.ero$.' return:i.ng to the !!1:3.in.lana befol'G n.OOD." 

Lll\r,-~T ,~ 

morning and rnl~ber8 
mi.gl":?nt s., 

Those visiting the island did so in the· early 
baca~e nGgligIble befDre noon; undoubtedly 

}:"APLANI~ mn:r.;:rTG (; Ce.lcar5.us lapponicus ~ 
lst f fifth record for Irel~nd~ 

f.n{YIJI\T-{K~! 81n3.11 p~rties o:f u.o to 20 arrIved from 8 G.\1!Tl.7 

untlJ noon.» @.f\;er wh1.ch very few wel"'S seen,. They 9.rrivad from NO!J 
NE .. :; E"'m.» and two birds cams 1n from Go Par·ties left the isl:lnd 
.f1.ying 8",:> 2-.81"'11 'fie by S"I SV,'''J Eo 3.nd NEe. 'Phese birds set u. nice 
prf)bl em !).s to whetjher th.ay are lm:nig,ro.nt 3.\l emir r·.lnt S I! pas sage~, 
fnl.gl"ant s! or psrhaps al'l thJ:'ee" On October 11 thg> wh.en. we lef'c the 
isl9..nd o there was cons1.de:rable movement;; r~u.mber8 had p2ssed over. 
the ls1ilnd 'by ~/()30 a.,mn~ and ve1"'Y m:::my 5m3-I1 parties were seen. 
flyinp in a westerly direction parallel to the South Wexford coast 
from one to two miles offshoreo ~ See "Skylar.k ~.1:tgratio:{'j. in SE" 
Xl' e 1 '1 no If g !!l"i t :.-...?_~r9'!!', 43: 265) c 

"1gADO": PIPITo A:r-riv·gd in small pa.rtif.!s from NE., and ECJl 
leaving to So aoo S~a Mova~Bnt was in the oarly morning, except O~ 
October 6th {when 'thE) eax'ly mornlnr: Vfas wet) ~ when it continued 
throughou't t l'l-0 d:.;.y 0 

CHlEY V:AGTil. ILD 
27th and 29tho 

llotacl11~ cineresD [line lyon 8ept ember 

GI·ur;PGHAFF <, Phyl1~)scopUS col1ybita. 0 One» October 3th. 
A Phyl103copus w:\rbler vms D.lso seen on 6-th~ 

SEDGE WAHBLEH 0 AcX'ocephaltu:! 13choen©'b:lenus Co Four on 
August 20th and eleven on 21·st <, 

'.'.'}JrrET'lROA'l\, Sylvia cO~1munisc, 
five en 21stn Singly. October 5-6thD 

ROBIN 0 Erithaclls rubf>;culae ~t'hf:j!'e were three in aong 
Gach day dur5. ng the Jl.ugu st vi si t (the species doer3 not breed) il s.nd 
up to fIfteen on m.ost days in Septarioel"=Oc:tob{J!", We 9.l"0 not 
eGl""taln whethel. ... 8,11 en: 3. proportion of those ~wen i"H~e 1J'.~inter visit= 
:ors to the island or p~ssmga mlgr~ntse SO~6 ap9sarad to be 
CH'H::u.pying torr~.tory 0 as the S9.me ringed Robins were to be found In 
the ssme pl~ces d3ilYa 

WWGE SPAREOV:' <. 

16 1..n Sept e:noer",O('tober ~ 
apply to this speciesc 

Pl"1;tl"J.cll1:1 modt.lla:d. S 0 SO~ t5. ':'JeS up to 
'the same l"'smarks El::: given under ROBIN 



SWAIjI..IOW o One of the few species obv iously migrating 
August 20=2lst., On 20'lih So party of five left the islal'ld (wind 80-4) 
and flew No until lost to view" 11 aomo On 21st only a faw were 
see:": until towards (':iV6n~~l1gt when ten arrived from' 8V;0 Earl3.er, &. 

f:s\'! had passed t}16 island flying So. . During the lat~r visit birds 
a:rrivod from. N 0 £l.nd NE. &tnd 1 eft fly:i.ng So and SW 0 One came in· 
f1"o11'l 30$ crossed '\:;1'10 island" and flaw on .northwal"'Oso 

SA1W MARTIN 0 On August 21st· a 3inglabird flew S Q 

Latel' in the day four wsr'e SGf;m flying 'N I) 

.mWR'lle:-EARED O\~'L~ Asio fliil.mmeuso One 11 September 50th. 

SP;\R'ROY1Hl\r,1\o Accipiter nisu,so One u Sept(')mber 30th 
and October 1st ~ 

. GI\NNETo Two young were reared this yS!iI' 0 . First Winter' 
birds were seen accompanying adults on September 28tho October 2nd 
and 5tho One!irsG=Winter hiI'd was seen eJ.one September 28th. and 
October 8tho All birds were proceeding wcstws'Itdfjo 

FULNARo Fulmal"US glaci~.ti3o Sew€ll'l'of the birds noted 
in Spring had fledglings in Augusto The decrease which hus t~ken 
pl:l.ce since 194f"1 may well be duato predation by Gulls, which· have 
been observed t~Jf:ing· eg[:)'J Q 

TURTLE DOVE. Strept6palla .turturo One» OctoboX'·?tho 

Curlewo The moat seen was 40 on August 2lsto 

TURNSTO!':E o , IHneteenv August 20th p and 25 next d!lYo 

CD:'.PWN SAND}JIPER o Aetlt:ls. hypolaDco3o Five on August 
19thb three on 20th ~nd two next dAY 0 

RINGED PLOVER e Charadritts hiaticula o Two each day ~ 
August 20".21st; one on September 2~lth. 

Vanellus v®nel,lu2o Seven on August' 20th". 

,BTA\CK=HEADED GULL Q 

21st and SdP1;('Jrrib~I' 29th, 
L~rus rldibundu50 S1nglYD Augus'!:i 

LE~)SER BLACKBAGK. Single birds were ssen fromtlme to 
time flying SY; ~ About a dozen ware present in August 0 

RAZORBILI/ 



RAZOnI3ILT.J ~ 
seen offshore" 

GUrIir.I£:~OT (> 

October 3rdn . . 

COHNCU'1.KE o 

40 B-l*nglnEI.,., 

Aloa toY'da. Once as many as f.our were 

Ur-lu aalgeo SinglYIJ Septsl?lber 28th and 

Crex erexo On6~ October 6tho 

Rallus e.qus.ticuso One$ September 29tho 

A small iirap W3.S erect ed over the central hedge in the 
zr.tddl e of th~' island s> an.d w~s in opel,"s.t ion from October 1st (> IJ,lhe 
JG1"9.P 5.8 e.bou t 12 ft" long s.nd 6 f·t 0 high em 'the lower side 0:' the 
'bal'll{" T:"lG mouth i. S 10 :r't., wide 0 It has no door or baf i'le oil -as 
thEH36 would have bean impossible to mal-ca without d:tsturb:lng the 
'black'beX'!>y cover In 'che mou.th,. In spite of the sca.rcity of bi.l"ds..., 
we m~n~Eed to ring:= Robina 5; Stonechat, 3; Hedge Sparrow, 4; 
Meadow Pipit, 5; WhitethroAt, 1 and Wren. Se We hope to enlaree 
the mouth of this trap in the Spring» ~nd to erect a large Hel1gD~ 
~land Irr'ap at the garden if we c::a.n raise thE) nec5Iss:lry :f.'unes .. , 


