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E D I T 0 R I A L. 

During 1950 we made thcexp~rirneot 9f issL1ing, periodicolly, a lfBulletin" giving 
news of the bird-migrotion ot F~ir Isl~~ and of our activities there. This document was conceived on 0 small scnle, being Drimorily intended for distribution to othe.r' Bird _ 
Obs~rvatories ODd intere~tcd work~rs in this country ond· abroad, but by the end of the 
season it was clear to us that, if [\ means 
CGuld be found of extending itB circulation, many Friends and ~isitor8 to Fair Isle wsuld welcome the opportunity of receiving this 
Bulletin. 

So, in 1951 j . a new series in a more 
attractive form will be produced, cDd D copy of each issue will be sent to all Fri~jds of Fair Isle. The cost of this new venture will 0e.coosider8blcj but it is hoped that it con be met by a saving on future AnrJu~)l Reports. The period between the issue of reports, in the se days of pr intitl g difficu 1 tics, is a long and uncertain onc, and it is our feeling (and, we are sure, that of numerous Friends) that something ought to be done to fill in this long period of siLe.Jcc with f'requent up-t·o-dote news of events at Fair Isle and notes on the progress of research at the Bird Observatory. 



2. 

prob8bly six or eight ]ulletins will be 
sent out io the cour:3C of tLe yt;~lr9 ':1S 80d 
when there 8re sufficient observations to woke 
8 Bu 1 h; t io wortll whi le. Tbe present is s uc 
moy seem to mony to be some\bot overloaded 
with techoicol mottc~s concLroing bird-weights 
c t c .) but G VI in t e r ii3 sue, it) th c [\ b s e 0" c e 0 f 
o utc100r oct i vi ties 9 [nus t be bosed large lyon 
results of on exc'min;).tion olld onolysis of the 
previoQs seoson's records. When active 
field-work begins and the bird-migration is 
under W~Y9 the ba18n~e will be restored. 

We sincerely ho~e thot oll'jriends of 
Fe ir Is le w ill wc lco.ne th is effort- to kee p 
them fully informed of how the Trust's work is 
developing. Wc bop~ 81so that you will show 
the Bulletin to others, Gnd so help to make 
the; vJOy'le of' F,.":ir Isl~ Bird ( bservotory 8S 

widely known os possibla~ 

Wc hope, whenever possible, to include in 
the Bulletins news from other well known 
obscrvotori0s so thot anyone, by becoming Cl 
Friend of Foir Isle j con be assured of being 
l<.:eDt UD to dete not only on FClir Isle migr8lJts 
but on l~uropeml migrotiod gener,\lly. 

VIe would like you to md<.:c this os widely 
known os possible, since every new friend makes 
our woyk thot much the casier. 

Compiled by the Director, Kcnneth Williomson, 
for the Foir Isle Bird Obs~rvatory Trust, 

Februory 1951. 
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1. Hawfinch at Fair Isle. 

Pat Robertson reports that there has be~n 
little bird-movement at Fair ~3le during the 
winter. Undoubtedli the most interesticig 
bird observed was a Hawfinch, Joccothraustes 
coccothraustes, nt the North Haven on-January 
9th. lilt lool;;:ecl like Cl male.J.s the head was 
dark: the big, heavy bill, the broad ~hit~ 
bars on the wing and the short tail were very 
noticeable".' It .had probobly Drrived on the 
previous day, when a Jre sh SE. w inj .during the 
night brought in well over 100 Fieldfares, 
TurduG pilaris. ~here are only ·four previous 
records of the Hawfinch at FairI~le, - adult 
males in May 190B'ond 1909, a ramole 00 June 
2nd, 1924, and ODe unsexed on April, 27th, 1926. 

2. Winter Birc1=_Ringtng, 1950-51. 

The trapping total at. the eoG of February 
stood at 166 birds, mainly Blackbir~s (56) and 
Starlings (49). Last year'we had 300 birds 
at this time. The number of species tropped 
is .higher, ~owever, at 27w These include 13 
Robins, 6 Bramblings, 5 Snow B'Jotings, 3 Long
cared owls, 3,Woter Rails, 2 Woodcock, 2 snipe, 
and single examples of Northern Bullfinch, 
Woodlark, Blackcap, Black Redstart, Turostone, 
and Li tt le Aulc' The capture of the; Turnston6., 
in the Observcitory Trap, 'must be crddited to 
young Donald, Pat's three-ye~r31-01d son! 

,Jam'es A. stout founc1 the Little Auk, 
Plautus alle when out rabbitting with a light 
on the night of January 4th: he reports that 
the bird, which w8ssitting in the middle of a 
field, was quite strong 8nd flGW well when 
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relcoscd thE following Dorning. It weighed 
150 g.5 consLl.erobly hE3.vicr tll[';nonc' driven 
ashore in North'Hevcn Ly ['; Etorm in November 
1949, Gnd which was 114.~ g. Weigold gives 
120 g. oVeroge of four storrr-driven birJs at 
HeligJlond el16 g. to 185 g.); I1cinroth hos 
160 g.~ ond Hontzsch records 168. g. for 8n 
Ice 1~H1l1 bre e:Un g- birl • 

.A 1 S t-iv in t C r fCliw 1 e Blo clzbirc1 9 Tu"rd:.1.s 
me rule, trG pped ot the HDC C nNovercibcr 7th; 
19bO s weighed 97.64 g., rind on odult femole 

"tc1kep in thE. Gully Tpcq on NOVCliJbc'r 29t11 WOS 

00.18 g. Both were rE l~oscd ot North H8v~n, 
on(~ rccnoinec1 tllerc. ~ 1C fcrlller ho(1 incre;Dsec1 
to 105 g. when retr:JPPEl on Dece,:1ber 1st, Gnd 
the G~ult show~d 93.8[. on the some morning. 

The 1st-winter bird hDd lost 6.5 g. when 
token ogoinon December 3rd ond the adult, re: 
:troppcd 8t the; some tim~, showed 0 loss of 
10.4 g. since-the lost weighing 00 1st. Pot 
Robertsoo suggests til::-it tllC2C fslls in weigl1t 
~e~c ~uc to the horc1 weothet, with heavy SODW i 

".;" .. ~b"; c~ ~:~.·'~C~ .. T~; ~_nrl ~t. ur:t-n !~l.r. ~t t~~.8 ~r-""~_J~ .• 

The latter bir~ wos og8in retrapped on the 
14th and had dropped to 79.47 g .. whi6h is very 
ne8~ly the lowest weight we have for an adult . 
fem~lle Blr1Ckbircl. iIowevGr y by ,Jonuary 4tJ:] the 
bird was recovering we]l~ showing 9~.94 g. 
whilst on the 16th of t lot month it had p~t on 
o. furtner 10 g. to roo(.].102.42 g. On 
February .Jlst it had fu'tbeT increased to 
111.59 g. 



o. 

It is well-lmelwo tnc-t the ins L11ar pClPulD: 
:tiaos o( the Wreo,T~ag16dyt~s traglodyt~sJ 
io the North A tlon tic [1-reCt or::S -il1'orel';obisttll:':dJ 
the continental oDd British m3iol[)od birds. 
Such few recClrds is are 8vuilab1e suggest that 
a most interesting study could'be mude of the 
difference ,in vveignt af the v:3ri aus gCClgrc,phi: 
:col papulotiGns af t~is species. 

The average weight of 7 wrebs trapped in 
on English goiden babitat is 9.27 g., rooging 
from 7.05 g. to 10.9 g. (GeJrge Morples, 
Brit~sh BirdS, 29, p.22). ii. ~'ieigelld give-s 
[) ronge of 8.b g. ta 11 g., with 8n overoge of 
9.5 g., for birds trapped at Helig~land. 

The average weight of 18 wrens trapped 
duriog Septeri!ber-Octelber' 1950 i;tt tbe Isle 'of 
kDY Bird ObservatClry is 9.3 g., with a rD~ge 
of 8.4 g. (tWCl birds) to 10.7 g. Th~ majority 
of' these birds 8re probably wanderers fr:>m the 
nearby Fifeshire caost, but SGille msy be 
immigrants from the c:)ntinept. 

The Rev:' Jelbn Lees (in 1iit:) gives the 
average of IG [lJ81B S trL'l.p ped 61> .1 v:)ch, Ross
shire, io winter, os 11.4 g., while 18 females 
overage 9.9 g. These figures suggest 0 gener: 
:olly heavier bird than is to be faund in mo're 
sautherly ports of Brit8in. 

The average weight of 50 Foir Isle Wrens, 
unsexed, is l~.~l g., ranging fram 10.1 g. t:) 
15.1 g. Birds witll swing-length af 44-47_mm. 
(doubtless predominantly females) show 11.6 g. 
and t~:)se with the w~ng-length 49-51 mm. (cnd 
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predomirJc,ntly moles) sr)VJ 13.2 g. Juveniles; 
which are included witr the ab8ve figures, 
bppear to be s8mewhat lLghter than odults at 
10-11 g., gaining os th~ autumn advDoces. 
There ore in s ufficie ,] t oge rGcords to WDrl'ao t 
~ooclusioos on-thts point~whicn will be 
followed up in future season~. Figures for 
Fe,ir Isle birds show 0' furtlJ;:;r increase in 
weight, of the order of neDrly 2 g., sex f8r 
sex, on north ScOttif311 bir.::is. 

Unfortllt1ntely C),ilp:r\"'tble figures f8r otl:J(,r 
islcHHJ. p8pulctioi-js - Sl1ctl[~o(~~ st. Kilc1D~ tbe 
FOGroc Islonds ~ ore bot oVDiloble, but the 
~ev. ~. A. Armstrong hos drDwn my otte~tion'to 
TimmerlTl8n! s records for the Ice lewd ,,;ren 9 

Troglodytes t. islDoltc J~. Two males weighed 
16. b ['l~-d 20g--:-~- [1r,~=C:for'C' fcrrolcs varied froi!] 
13.5 g. to 16.4 g. hE these weights refer to 
i!ccllected li birds tbsy 3rc rr8bobly c: little 
dd the low side: t&~ 3pecimens were s8id to 
be ii very fot " • 

Thot on Icelond Wren stoul~ weigh 20 g. -
as much os 3 MeDdow Pipit~ [od twice as much 
as on English Wreo - is 0 stbrtliog foct. but 
o by 00 meoos improbJble one when we consider 
th~t the IcelDnd birl is much th~ bissest 
~~pnrFqAnt~t;;.'TP nf ~hp ~y")A~~.~~ 7 .. !'l t~r"' '\T_ .. :-t~-: 
Atlcintic oreL1~ 

Ran Edwords, B.3c., hDe completed 0 
preliminDry eXClm:;LnDtioL of thE;; purositic flies; 
QrnitliOmyio friogillinl curtis, whiCH were 
coIlecte-d fr-om bli~ds t'i op-pec ot ]'oir Isle in 
1950. In 0119 92 flies ~ere collected from 
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la different host-species~ thu first on Jun6 
6th fyom a migrant Garden War~ler~ Sylvic' borin, 
Dnd the last on Oct:Jber .Glst fram Cl' tIerlin, 
Falco columbarius. The first flat-fly seen 
escaped from 2: Red-spotted Bluethr:Jat, Luscinia 
s. SVBC ica" which wos tro pped 8n dClY 8.:.io the ---

A number 81' these flat-flies were them: 
:selves parasitized by mites :Jf the genus, 
Ivlicr81icb us( se e lfpir st i,nn ua 1 Repar t 9 1949" 9 

p. 23), a little-known gr:Jup in wnich Mr. 
Edwards is especially interested. Perhaps 
the m:Jst remarkable flies, however, were two 
taken from a juvenile Starling, Sturnus 
vulgaris~ on August 3rd~ which were found t:J 
bave bird-lice (Mallophaga) attached to their 
abdomens. The most heavily affected fly had 
4 bird-lice and n:J fewer than lOO mites clust: 
:ered together on its abdomen, and th.:; otiier 
hod 3 lice as well as a number of mites. A 
fly captured on anotber juvenile Starling on 
August 6th was carrying a sinGle l\;ialloplwgol1 " 
and a number of mites~' ' This unusual ass6cia: 
:tion of ~ly and lice is probably an example 
of· the phenomenon known bs phJresy, which is 
the explo i tat ion of' on e ['.n ima 1 by an othe r as a 
convenient fuode of transportation. 

The mites found were of, two kinds which 
. have been given specific rank DS M. uncus Tr •. 
and M. avus Vitz.lt is possible,however, 
that these may prove to be diffeI'ent rJrms of 
a'single species. The uncus type is found 
attached to the wings of the fly~ often sur:. 
:rounded by a cluster of eggs; the 8VUS type 
usually occurs on the fly's abdo,aen, -and its 
association with the fly may prove to be a 
furtller example· of' phore sy. 1'1. 8vusis lW:Jvm 
to be [In epiderli181 pDrasite of birds. 
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The Water Rail, Rallus aquaticus, is a 
species which promis<:;'s- ~o r-:ev.jar.crEi.----610ser 
investigation in connection with the.signifi: 
:caDce of changes in bird-weights. In future 
seasons we must try to increase our catch by 
constructing small t~aps at various points 
along the Gilsetter ',3urn and in suitable 
di tches. . The species is not mucb in: evidence ' 
during the day-time; it is a bird of nociurnal 
habits, and a walk along the Gilsetter ~urn io L 
the autumn dusk not infrequently produces one 
or more sight-records. When birds are seen 
during the daylight hGurs it is usually on the 
day of their arrival. sometimes we are able 
to surprise them BS they feed on the Gull~ -, 
stream, or we find one or t,o in tbe approacb 
to the trap, - or even in tl!e catcning-box, -
during the early morning !ldri\Tesil~ 

Since ths start of our work in 1948 we 
have trapped 28 birds, or mere ,than half'tl1e 
total number ringBd in Brit~in since the 
I'British Birds:1 Ringing SCh,bJe began in 1909. 
Weight records are availablE for ~4 of these. 
As the mBles have longer_ ,bills and wings than 
tlle i'CllJCl L:. s \_vide if The HBndt,ook of Brit ish 
~ir.=1s"9 'h, 1 0h ), ?,nrl thp!,p j.Q 1TPYl~T 1it+.lp n'TC"!'o 

:lap in m~as~rements, it is possible in most 
cases to segregate the weiglts of the two sexes. 
When tbis is done, it is seEn that ,males are 
rBther heavier than females, and also ~hat the 
lowest weights recorded in [oth-sexes,occur at 
the beginn'ing of the autumn m~gration. . 

. In 1950, Water Rails first· appeared on 
October 15th and 17th5 luring a spell of west: 
: erly weother (w_ind mo(:;r8te S'L 14-16th; 
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'J'J est er 1 y g~: 1 e , 17 t 11 ) • At fir s t si g h t ,. t his 
suggests Icelondic origin, but the birds .cought 
were compared in the lobo~atory with skin~ of 
Continental birds ond of the Icelund roce t 

Rollus .oquc\ticus hibernons, V;nt to us· by Dr'. 
F:---So lOlllOnseri- of the--Unlversi tet,::; ts Zoo logisl<:.e 
Museu~ nopenbagsn. They a~reed witn the 
Continetltol subspecies. lvlor::;ovcr, exo([lples 
of the typical race of the Reiwing, 3S. well 88 
other Con t in ell tal migrbn ts, w;3r'e arri vin g at 
tl1e SDme period. 

The exceptionally low weigbts of these 
water Roils suggests a long struggle to rtach 
the islond in the face of -ad.v 3rS6 winds. -
Birds ~hich arrived in 1949, with G helpful 
east wind on September 13th, 33~. wind on 22nd, 
and again ~SE. on October 2~-21th,showed much 
higlJer arrival weigbts; but in tl1nt yeor [\lso 
·there was an influx of very light oirds during 
et westerly spell Wl1iCl1 losted f.::;1.' some doys 
prior to Se ptb~Jber ~)Oth. 

The highest weignts of 011 are found in 
November cap~ures, which ore )resuillably Of 
birds that hove been on the island for 0 time, 
and ~ay even be~wintering. Four moles cought 
between November 1st ond 24th range from l~l g. 
to 130 g. and average 125.2 g. against [1 corn: 
:bined av~rage of 103.2 g. for new arrivals of 
this sex. Thr~e females show an average of 
109.1 g. against a comparable figure of 83.9 
g. for fr~sh arrivuls. These represent very 
cons idera ble gains, and it would 0 ppeor tllD t 
WDter Roils, in' common witl1 sOlfle pDsseritle 
migrantss lose weiglJt heavily during their 
overseas migratory flignts, but ore able to 
make good the loss fairly quickly once theY 
reach 0 suitable environment. 



10. 

Alec Butterfield, wh8 hos mode G statist: 
:icol study of the W3ter Roil figures; says 
that his analysis suggests r high probability 
that th~se differcoc3s are ~eol and not due to 
sampling err8rs. At preser t, the data are 
too meagre (especially for Last wind arrivals) 
to show cone lusi ve ly thf,t tte fin din gs Dre . 
correct, but we may confider·tly hope for 
sufficient new dats in the course of oDother 
season. 

=---:= ... = ... ~==-
WAT-::;R RAIL AR2IvAL Vr8IGHTS. =---- --- ----

'East Wind \rrivals. 
Males. Fe~oles. 

_ Dc; t E;_' ~_W e i=g_h_t_. ____ . - :Q0 t e •. __ ~ Vii e Ig~J t--= 

14.ix.49 
24. x.49 
24. x.50 

112.0 
105.3 
109.1 

23.ix.49 103.0 

-- --_. -- _. ---.~-------~ ... 

Average 10B.8 Ave~0ge =====""===-== . ___ :~,-=-:; .c. -=-=== 
west Wind Ar~ivals. 

Ma le s. --_. ------..... ---. -

DG.te. Weigh~. 

30.ix.49 
11 

12.xi.49 
15. x.50 

" 
Aver8ge 

99.2 
105.5. 
101.4 
.94. B 
9B.6 
~--

99.9 

lis.xi. 4B 
15. x-.50 

11 

17. x.50 
11 

-.-.~,..--

Averar;e 

- . 

103.0 

77._0 
B1.1 
76.1 
92.2 
74.1 

BO.l 
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7. Dark PhD~e Fulmar at Fair Isle. 
----.. ----.- -"-- ----------,. - - .-- - ---------

A d1:.1rk phose or IIblue'i li'uloc:r, l"uluc:rus 
g 1 a cL. 1 i s W D S 'J b Se r v e d b;y lvl. J. IN 0 t =(;-3-[1 on
Se-pterober 2;(;nd~ 1{c/50~ on 1:; he co.)st near Sllcep 
er'aig. He re Dorted: "'Heod Dtl:1 n eclz ligl1t 
bluish-grey 9 hDrdly differing L,"Jll1 the r'ump 
and toil (slightly greyer, less blue). Vings 
and bDck norrl1~'l. Underportf. sL~!lilDr to bead 
but t1 little p~iler. The.strikLng fec:turc Wi.1S· 

the uniformity of tone at 0 li~tle distotlce, 
which rendered the bird inconspLcu~us when 
banking or turning against the oackground of 
t 11 c cl if I' s ; in con t 1." Cl S t , t 11 e VJl1 it e he c d S oi' 
the other birds present show(;d up et grC[lt 
distL.tnces ll

• This colour'-prlDse y Dltl:l'Jugll a 
common one in Bear Island Dnd spitzb~rgen s~as, 
is very rare in Bri tisll waters (see T[;;;18S 

Fisher British Birds, 40, pp. 3J8-339) where 
it does not excLed ~% of the population. It 
is interesting to note that GeorJ~ ~ussell, Q 
Lerwick ornithologist, found 0 iark ful~8r on 
the clift~ of Noss (SDetland) ia the sumMer ~f 
1950. 

, Fisher (op. cit.) gives only five ~ecords 
of dark birdsOtBritish breec1i.1;J-stutions (Co. 
Durham north to Caithness) othertnan st. Kilda, 
and at this ancient site the type is equally 
rare. These birds ore in all likelihood 
mutants which orise rarely in the British 
populotion r8th~r thon visitors from northern 
regions, though some Winter rec)rds' may 1'011 
into the 'latter category. A d~rk phose female 
in the st. Andrews' University ~useu~, token 
on Nov,elllber 8nc1 5 19115 at Largo Bc!y, :8'i1"e, has 
the'lorge bi 11 of the Bri ti sh-P.3eroes":' Ice la'lJ d 
birds and not the much sffioller bill ond skull 
thot one 1'i nc1s in dark phnse Gr~:;e n i[w d Dnd 
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S~dtzbergen FullilEjrs~ tLs so-called 1;"'~ll0ar~,~_~. 
m:;:Jor. (see F. Salo.J( ~lsen~ Dausle Orl1. l?oren. 
'ri'dSs. y 4lj,~ pp. 100-10L9 fen cOlilpa-i"ativ"e'r;leas; 
:::-:L::-ements of tllese birds). 

" , 

SKYLARF:~ Alauda arvensjs. A bipo. r'inged 
£';'om a corn-baite-d--:-poft~r'-"Tr ap at Upper Stoney: 
:i.'{'ake, by George anc1.Alex Etout on March 17th 
1",50, vvas caugllt bya Kee ger at tl1e Bell Rock 
lJgbthouse 5 Angus~ on the njght of october llth~ 
1~50. It vvas released unbErmed. 

ROCK PIPI'r, Anth!Js spjnoletta petrosus. 
0-3 ringed st FairIsf(: -Oil-'j ugust 30t}}'~- Is:>Ig 
~' beavymoult~ so undJubtEdly a breeder)~ wc:.s 
t~~pped by H. M. Coastguard at Wick5 Caitho6ss 5 
0'" December 12tll, 195'J. Tt, e' ring "Nas removed 
a'~ th8 bird released. 

BLAGi"(Ci\Ps Sylvia atricapilla.· ~I\n adult 
rlJcLe caught in tl1e NIlil Tra~-OoOctober 25tl"l, 
1~50J was found dead at st. Margaret's Hope, 
S:.',Jtb Ronal'dsbaY9 Orkncy~ or 'November 6th, and 
r:,:)orted by tbe:; locC;11 i?ul.icE ot'.LiCcl'. 

ARCTIC SKUA,' stercorar ius parasiticus. 
0'. '0; ringed as a nestling sbc ve:-'tbe'-"Bl"oeof 
R~stensgeo on July 16th, 1949, was fou~d dead 
a', La Forme, west Flanders, in Novel.1ber oi' the 
s':;je y,ear. 
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An adult male Blackbird, Turdu8 m~rula, 
ringed as a migrant on octobcr-3ls~';:,4'';'9 -at 
t11c low vicigiit of £:8. 5 g., was r8coverl:.;d iettle 
breeding season at Haarby. Fycn 5 Dcn~ark, on 
June i:::otl1; 1~5C. 

An adult f~male, ST 305, t3keci in th~ 
Observatory Trap on November 18th, 1950, had 
been ringed as a nestling at Noss, Scousborough) 
Shetland, by L. S. V. venables on June lltb, 
1949. This is the first of a large number of 
Shetland-bred Blackbirds ringed by VcoGbles to 
be recov~red away from the island of.cirth~ 

In autum~ 1949 the m6jorit1 or the 
early trappings were of lst-wint~r birds, botD 
sexes appearing in equol strengtll; following 
October 30th there wos 8 preponjer8Dce of adult 
birds, Gnd especially adult fem)lcs. Over 
tile whole "reriod of the Dutumn ::lOd eorlywinter 
adult msli:::s were ··tht; ·lc8st in evidcL1cc 9 vv'h-icb 
seems to accord with the view tJot this group 
is th~ most sedentary (see Chr. Krcrger, Dbnsk 
Zootop. Unders,0ge lse ved pugle (1940;, 7, pp.-
114-153;-15. LDcE~ri ti sh-Bird.3 ~ 1943), 37, 
pp. 1~~-130 143-l5~---------

In the sprihg, the, pattern of migration 
wos entirely different. As will 'be se~n from 
the, t 0 b 1 e on .p. l~.b , t 11 c e D r 1 y d:l Y s of t n i s 
movement, Morch '7-16tll, were co,nplctcly domin: 
:Dted by mole~5 of whicll tbe gr0at illojority 
were odults. This again accords with Cl widely 
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held view, nam~ly that the adult 0~les in 
migrant s~0cics are thE first tD seek out the 
breecUng-qu8rtcrs. A t1uil1bcr of f,'jiiiDlcs fDlloy.!: 
:ed after March 17t~, but bven sD75\ of all 
spring migrants were mole~. Actually,' few' 
birds passed' Fair Isle after Morch 20th, cnd
presumably a change in westhsr conditions in 
the North Sea area diverted the migration of 
the later birds. . 

SeD. l5-0ct. 29) 
1949. ---- :---.----

5 4 33 

oct.3Q, 1949,'- 13 22 16 
__ F~ b .!-..:15 ,_19~~O-,-. __ 311S __ 3_5_;\ __ 

T,otc! 1 Aut urnn-Wio ter 
===_1=~_49-50. 

March 7-16, 1950. 

MDrch 1.7-lVlDY ;d3. 

--- --.. ---.. --'-''''--
Total Spring 1950. 

18 26 

1 
4% 

49 44· 

73 7 9 
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15. 

The di~tribution o~ the ag~ ond sex groups 
in .outurrm 1950 wos very diffurcntf'rom that of 
the previous yc.3r, i(J tll ut Wl120 th E; migl'nt iOll 
reached Foir Isle late in OctJbcr odult birds 
were well represented olmost from the first. 
Tl1ere were no odult moles, alld only two c,dult 
fe6ales, omong the 17 birds trapped between 
October 1~-20thj but odult m3ies wcr~ foirly 
common 3fterwards. In ther0ble, therefore~ 
tile results for the 1950 autlim-wintcr period 
have been taken together.~omparing them 
with the results for the whole 1949 pLriod, it 
will be seen that the percentage of odult God 
immature females is the some for the t~o years, 
but that the pcrcentoge of cliult lllc,les wus 
somewhat higher (and that of imwature moles . 
corr~spondingly lower) in L950. Both se~soos 
agree in that the ft;wole sex anjoys 0 very 
~ 1 ight nurrreric81 odvDrJ tage. 

The Rock Dove, Columba livio, appears to 
be on the in creose ar-pi) ir la Le:- 10 wos the 
most seen during April '1950, but 15 were 
recorded on May 18th and Cl dJzen on 21st, 
wher~as during the same periJd of 1949 n9t more 
tuan holr'-[1-dozen birds vvere seen. 80 birds 
were noted on June 25th. 

The i1lojori ty of tl1L AUgilSt to october 
records ~re for small number3 5 but 22 were 
count6d on september 23rd ani 20 on October 
9th ond 14th. It is interesting to Dote that 
otleast one pair summered iD the neighbour: . 
:hood, of the Bird ObscrvEltorj, wllere we hc;d 
not seen the species before. 



L6. 

All the Fair Isle JirdE examin~d at close 
rrnge hDve been of th2 lOrGEl type with pale 
grey wings and block b~~s9 the form witn darker 
wings and h68vily-spotted ccvcrts, which occurs' 
as. a mutant in 0 number of [opu1Btion~ (ses 
Ibis (1949) 91, pp. 17-23) E~ing abs~nt. ~t 
Ie~st onc feral'dovecote piE~OO, a cr~am
coloured ood rather s~aller bird~ has kept 
CO~PGoy with the Rock Doves during the post 
two. seasons. 

12. Rore Birds io Shetlanc. ---------_._- ~-.,. ... ---.-..... _. -

Tom Heodsrsoo, of 8pig~ie9 has excellent 
close vi~ws of 0 Bleck-bellied Dipper Cinclus 
c. cinclus, 00 a burn 030.r the loch on Jiinuary 
4thy 1951. This is tl13 ott. occosioD on which 
this subs0eci~s has been ~e(orded in scot~Dnd, 
- twice at Spiggic 9 twice 01 Fair Isle, 8nd 
onc e at ~'[ho lsay > 

G. Theo Koy, Georgl:.- RUEsell, 0. Tul!och 
and J. Peterson wer~ presented with a unique 
opportunity at Lerwick in DEcember when a lst
winter Ivory Gull, Pagophilo eburnea, visited' 
the harbour snd allOwed itsE If to be filmed 
[wd PllOtogl'Ei~l1Cd Gt 18ss tl1[,t} t~1r0C Ydi'cls' 
range! 

The herd of Whooper SWEns, cygnus cygnus, 
wintering on Loch S piggie pE oked in Decenlbc;r 
at the record total of 132 Lirds. 



FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY 

THE WORK OF THE OBSERVATORY 

The purpose of the Bird Observatory is to provide 
facilities for visitors to cany out scientific research on the 
island, not only in the sphere of ornithology, but in ,every 
aspect of Natural History. Work will be mainly 
concentrated however on ornithology under the supervision 
of the Director. 

TERMS 
Full board, including service, is Six GUineas pet 

He,ad per week. Reduced terms are availabte for parties 
of students from schools and universities. 

APPLICATIONS 
Priority in bookings will be given to cr Friends of 

Fair Isle," and to bona tide naturalists prepared to' take 
part in the scientific investigations of the station U11derthe 
leadership of the Director, and to help with such other 
duties as may be necessary from time to time in connection 
with the station or hostel. Anyone else wishing to visit 
the island will be made \V~lcome, provided room is 
available. Those who are 'not keen ornithologists are asked 
to book for the summer months-June, July, and August-so 
that more accommodation will be available in the spiing and 
autumn' for students of bird migration. Application should 
be made as follows:-

(1) 

( 2) 

I1 made between 1st April and 31st Odober. 
To . the Director, Fair Isle Bird Observatory, 
by Lerwick" Shetland. Telegraphic address: 
Il Migrant, Fairisle." Telephone Fair Isle 8. 

I1 made ~etween 1st November and 31st March. 
To the Dire.dor, Fair Isle Bird Observatory 
Trust, 17 India Street, Edinburgh. -
Telephone: Edinburgh CENtral 4532. 

PROSPECTUS 
Prospectus giving details of transport to and from 

Fair Isle, and other information, will be sent on application. 
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