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FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY BULLATIN No. 2 1951.

‘The second bulletin of the 1951 season is

aturally concerned with the spring migration,
which was practically continuous throughout
the month of Way, though for the most part
very small numbers of birds wers. conceracd.

At the beginning of the month & depression
with its centre in the seca-aren 50le caused S.
and SW. winds over much of France, and anb
easterly airstreasm over the North Seca. It is
doubtful if the Ring Ousels which arrived at
the Isle of May and Fair Isle in strengts on
the 2nd, or the Fieldfares which followed =
day later, would have come anywhere near our
coast had not this easterly wscther given them
a drift off their normal routc through the Low
Countries to Scandinavia.

The coincidence in the darrival of these -
and other - specics at Fair Isle and the Isle
of Hay at this period is interesting, and can
be studied in Table- L. Gerald Sandeman, John
Lees and John Bain were the watcners on the
May, and they had a greater share of rarities
than Fair Isle at this time. There wag an
Oortolan Bunting, Emberiza hortulana, on Z-3rd
an Icterine Warbler, Hypolais lcterina,was
trapped and ringed, and a Hoopo€, Upupa €POPS,
seen; Whilst the fifth Nightingale, Luscinia
megarhyncha, for Scotland was watched on
April 40th and WMay lst. :




i work vas qulctsr thercafter,
S imprcvemert in the period
an extensive sniicyclone in the

gastern Atlantlc caused some drift of birds
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accoss the XNo Sca. The winds, however, had
“toc much nor in them to bring wany bi Pdo9
and 1t was not untll 20th that we had any real
exclitement at Foir Isle. On that day Sedge
warblers ond Bluethroats were more in evidence
than ol any previous spring dote sitnce we pegan
to keep records, = rush of Lesser Wnitethroats
wos succeeded next dsy by a rush of their
commoner relatives, and cmong other arrivals
were a Grasshopper and the JUCGlplne Warblers.
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The charts in the “Dally Wenther Report®™ of the
ifeteorolcgical Office shicw an extensive "liowd
in Mlﬁ-ﬂtLﬂﬂtiCY creating much tﬂu Same pilcture
helpful soutaerly winds over
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Fracce cm:nglng abruptly to easterly winds in
the northern sector of the Worth Sea. Indesed,
it would not have been 1m)0851ble for the
Sucaiplne, and others,- t5 have come fro
southern Fronce drifting with the wind all the
way

It is hoped to> give, in the next Bulletin,
an account of o visit to Foula made on May 1%th
Py o party from the Tair Isle Bird Observatory.

Compiled by the Director, Kenaneth Wi 1iliomson,
for the Fair Isle Bird Cbservatory Trust
June 6-~9th, 1851,
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13. Spring Migration - Notes on gelected
Species.

CHAFFINCH, Fringilla coelebs. A note
on the systematic position of those trapped is
given in para. 17.

PRAMBLING, Fringilla montifringilla, A
male stayed with the Chaffinches frowm April 14
-20th, durirg which period he was trapped ten
times, showing a gradual increase 1in weigh
from 24 g. early on l4th to <8.08 g. at midday
on 19th. -~de had a sibilant, high-pliched
see—-ip" when handled. A female kept company
with House Sparrows at the Haa frowm iay 20-28th.

SLLOW-HAMLER, Bmberiza citrinella.
There was o strong passage between April 7th
~1lth, J. Wilson noting nine birds on 10th. Re&:
:marks on the systematic position of one trapped
on 28th appsar in para. 16. Anotner male was
at the Gully on iay 3lst, a latc date, and a
female was present for several days in mid-ilay.

OUTTLE BUNTING, Emberiza pusilla. A
male was observed near the Haa on kay 18th.

SNCW_ BUNTING. A pair was captured 1in
the Observatory Trap on April 12th, the male 33
g. and the Temale 27.28 g. The msle was little
changed from winter to breeding-plumage; but
had the white, black-tipped primary coverts of
the adult phase. _ This and another male taken
on 16th at 33.94 gv7P¥ectropheanx nivalis
nivalis, the¢ Scandinavian race. A flock of
six arrived on May <nd (absent from I. of May
at this period). The last was a female, May
17th.




4‘.

ROCK PIPIT. James A. Stout on Mey 24th,
and myself on 25th, had :lose views of a Rock
Pipit at the same locality in the south of
the isle, and believe the bird was aAnthus
spinoletta littoralis, the Scandinavian race,
The breast was strongly suffused with pinkish-
buff, which appeared much richer than in skins
I have seen, The remiges were brown and
abraded.

YELLOW WAGTAIL Group. Three birds at
Galla on May 3rd included a male #HMotacilla
flava flavissima, the scarcest form at Fair
Isle. Two wagtails of this race were at the
Isle of May on 4tnh. A male Blue-headed VWag:
stail, M. flava flava, appeared at Gaila on
18th, .staying until 20tk, when it was joined
by three fewales, one >f which remained until
23rd. There was & male of unknown race on
26th and a female on 23-.29th. .

WHITE WAGTALIL Grour.  Single Motacillg
2. yoerrellii occurred sn soril 1lth and 97—
28th. Motacilla a. alba passage was very
poor; in addition to those noted in Table 1
a few passed between May lO-19th and there
we{e %aggards on May 30th and June 4th (two
males). '

RED-BACKED SHRIKE, Lanius collurio.
And extended note on soring migrants is given
in para. 19.

PIED FLYCATCHER, Muscicapa hypoleuca.
Remarkably scarce this year. The first seen
was a male in normal plumage on May 17th.

An interesting male in brown-: nd-white plumage
was on the Ward Hill on 18th. A palr was
seen on 20th and a female on <2nd.




CHIFFCHAFF, ©Phyllcscopus collybita,
Singly on May drd and 13th. The first was
with Willow Warblars .14 was duller in plumage
and more sprightly the.a they.

WILLOW WARBLER. The few trapped on
various dates in May all mstched skins of Ph.
trochilus trochilus; but one watched at close
quarters at the Sairril Geo cliff on 28th was
the brown and greyish-white phase of Ph. t.
acredula. Two Willow- Wwarblers showing olive
above and yellow on the breast were nearby for
comparison.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER, Locustella naev
Singly on May 3rd (James A. Stout) and 20%b

SEDGE WARBLER, {3Irocephalus schoeno:
:baenus. First seen on Hay llth.

BLACKCAP,- Sylvie atricapilla. 4 male
on May 19th, two birde next day, one co 2lst
and one on June -5th.

GARDEN WARBLER, Sylvia borin. One
ringed on May 3lst remained in the gully till
June 5th.

SUBALPINE WARBLER, Sylvias cantillans.
See para. =20. -

MISSEL THRUSH, Turdus viscivorus. TwWO
on April 1st, singly on 3rd and 9th. A late
bird was seen on iay l13th.

SONG THRUSH. Tr<sre were one or two 0N
most days in early Lp1lil. An extraordinarily
~grey Turdus erietorum dhilomelus trapped on
17th remained until 2( ¢h. Another of the




same race was trapped on
Thrushes were recorded sii
50th (Turdus e. philoumelus

REDWING. Three Turdus mugicus copurni
on April £lst, two of them trapied at 78.% g.
and 77.71 g. {(wings 118, 1198 wmim.). A Turdus
ni. wmusicus trapped on kay 6th weighed 70 g.
Three Reawings arcsived on llth end two on l7th.

rguatus. See
3 witvh Tive on 17th

RING OUSBEL, Turdus to
Table 1. Passage continue
and two on Z4ti.

See para.

BLaCyBIn .
ng nilgrai Lion.

A L
12 for an account of the spri

OeaaﬁUﬁq_Qggggﬁl,. Arrived
on April Bth. Three, April 1lth and six next
day, but no more till seven arrived on 18th.
There was passagé of Cenanthe oe. leucorrhog
after May Llith. An wdult male on May lst had
2 wing of 102 amin. but the plumage and weight,
.85 z., were suggestive of the typical race,
Two moie Greater Wiheatears trapped on May 1l0th
had wings 100, 102 wmm. and welgned 35.65 g.
3d 3L.37 g. Anothner obtained on 16th
weighed 3C.1l3 g. and had an unusually long
wing, 108 mm. It was in the laboratory a
the same timc as a local male (24.55 g., wing
96.5 wm. ) and compa#ison of the two in the
hand was lastructive. ‘

LAty

»
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RED SPCTTESD BLUBTHTCAT, Luscinia s.

svecica ‘There were threec on Hay 20th ond

four nex t doy. A male which had haunted =

ditch above Vaadal for & days was driven into

o net stretched across the deerest part of the
1 &

€
ditch on May 2b5th. It wes re
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Haven and had returned to 1ts ditch a mile

away a few hours later, and was also there on
2&th. This bird weighed 20 g. and was in its
l1st summer. A female tfaoppd in Vaadal on May
30th weighed 18.21 g.

BLACK REDSTART, Phoenicurus ochrurus
gibraltariensis. A handsome adult male was at
the QObservatory on April 24th. A female or
immature male was on the island from April 2-
8th. -

ROBIN. Three on April lst and one or two
daily until 2lst. = There were six on aApril 9tn
four of them envering traps, and in $his
period 13 Brithacus r. rubecula were taken.
There were one or two on most days in May, and
except for the last bird of the season the
nalf-dozen tsken were again of the Contincntql
race. -One of these;, captured in the Ward Hill
Trap, returned there following its releass at
North Haven. A British Robin, s@ithacus r,
melophilus, the second spring record for the
isTand, was captured at the Haa on liay 25th.

It was the heaviest Robin of the spring at
19.98 g. - "mantle greenish olive, no greyish
suffusion, and well matched by two Clyde skins
in the-lab. Breast plumage a deeper reddish
than in these specimens, lookihg very rich and
dark in the field'". This bird was released
at North Haven and made the fatal mistake of
"homing'™ to the Haa, for a Red-backed Shrike
got it the next day. A Continental Robin
first taken on April 7th at 15.31 g. had
increased to 17.21 g. by 13th. Another first
trapped at 15.47 g. in the Gully on april 9th
returned and stayed there till Zlst, when its
weight was 18 g.
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HEDGE SPARROW. More were trapped this

vear than in any previous seascn, - all
Frunella m. modularis on wing-formula and )
paleness of under parts. Pour were taken

between April 7-9th, one was seen on 15th,

and a bird trapped on May 2nd stayed till 4th.
There was another on 14-15th and a single very
late bird (92 race) was seesn by James Wilson on
June 5th. A bird trapped on May 4th (17.91
g. at 0900 hrs.; 18.29 g. at 1630 hrs.) had
the wing-formula of Pruncila m. occidentalis,
with the 2nd primary slizhtly longer than the
€th, but the centre of tne belly was VErY
whitish and a cowmpdrison with skins left no
aoubt that it was of the Continental race.

BLACK-BELLIED DIPPER, Cinclus c. cinclus.
A nove on a captured specimen is given in
para 18.

SWALLOW, Hirundo rustica. = The first
- was on April 22nd. ’

SAND MARTIN, Riparia riparia. Two on
April 26%h and two on May drd and 12th. The
Isle of May records show two on 3rd and three
or four on 1l2th. ’

SWIFT, Apus apus. Single, May 17th,
20-2lst; one or two from 26-28%h and on June
5th. -

WOYITICY,  Jynx torguilla. The first was -
trapped oo May 2nd (at Isle of lay, one on
Lst and two on 2-3rd). There vwere two on
7th, one on 20th and three on <lst. TwWO
- trapped welighed 30.68 g. and 3l.36 g.

CUCKQOO, Cuculus canorus. Singly, May
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lst and 3rd, 9th and 1l2th. One was ringed
at the I. of May on 3rd. Two lst summer
males,  trapped on lMay 27th and Junsz 4th,
welghed respectively 8l g. and 792.2 g., and
were very thin: compare the 106 2. of a lst
summer male trapped on May 27th, 1330.
According to The Handbook (vol. 2: 30l) the
juv. plumage is completely moulted in winter
quarters Noveimber-iarch, but this is not
~always so. The 1950 bird was in body-moult.
That of May 27th, 1951, had the two outer tail-
feathers partly grown and the secondaries and
greater coverts in moult. The June example
was also moulting the secondaries and greater
coverts.

SHORT-EARED OWL, Asio flammeus. One
very narrowly e€scaped capture 1n the Vaadal
Trap on [fay 18th. It remained until Z2ad.

MEBRLIN, Falco columbarius. A female
from April 14-18th, occasional between iay
2-c<lst.

KESTREL, ¥glco tinnunculus. One, LIay
19th. A female from 21-24th and a pair
together 25th. A male was seen from Juine
2-7th.

SPARROW~-HAWK, Accipiter nisus. A pair
in vaadal on May 5th, the male entering the
trap. This or another male was still present
on 8th, and a female was recorded from 1l5-17th.
I can find only two previous spring records,
for jay 1l2th, 1913, and May 6th, 1927.

WHOOPER SWAN, €ygnus cygnus. Four on
April 24th and one on May 19-20th.
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y. , Anas acuta. A palr on Hay
11th; o female at Soutn Haven on June 2Znd.

- o

SCAUP, Aythys marila. Drake, kiay <6-
June 5th. ' ST

N

VELVET SCVTM , iuelanitta fusca. A palr
on

on May 6th znd daily from 9-19tn; female
2lst. ' .

WOOD PIGEON, Columba palumbus.  Singly,
April 18th and Zlst; nine cn May llth; two
on lay 3lst. } _

TURTLE DOVE, Streptopelis turtur. " One;,
end one at the scme piace, June dth.

£ 4

CURLEW ond WHIMBREL, Numenius arquata

and N. phacopus. Passags 1n small and fluct:
-unting numbcrs from Moy 3rd (Whimbrel were
first heard on 4pril c6th)

TiOODCOCK s 8co loPax rusticola. A small
number on nprll Tst was foliowed by an
invosion of some <50 b;rds next daj Theve

wsre three on april 10th, four on m;] 10th, and
5dd birds in betwesn. The last, on Hay Zoth _
and 25th, were both killed by local Psregrines.

PURNSTONE, Arenaria interpres. Some
passage in mid-May, with ten on 1ith, fiftecn
on l4th, six on 20th.  Last seen, Qith.

PURPLE SANDPIPER, Calidris maritima.
One or two from iay ll-16th, then five for
two days end fins lly three on. 21 bt

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucas.
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Two May Ll7th and 20th and singly on a few days
after until June 3rd. :

WOOD SnNDPIPBR, Tringa glareola. One,
May 19-2Cth. :

GREEN SANDPIPER, Tringa cchropus. - Moy
20th. '

REDSHANK, Trings totanus. Scarce this
year. A slight passage, lay ll-15th.

GREENSHANK, Tringa nebularia.  One from
May 20-24th and one on 2%tnh. S

GOLDSN PLOVER, Six Pluvialis apricaric
altifrons on May 3rd, nine¢ on 4th and clso o
flock of eleven flylng OVEr. Pive P. a.
altifrons from May 21-26th and again five on
June 3rd, two remaining and associating with a
Starling flock until 5th.

LAPWING, Vanellus yvanellus. One, Mey
4th; six, May 11-12th; a few on 17-18th,
23rd, 26th, and five from 29-3lst.

BLACK—HEADED GULL, - Larus ridibuadus.
Pifteen on May 11-12th, five on 18ta, and ten
or more on Juneé o5th were the biggest numbers.

WATER RAIL, qulus aquaticus. Singly,
May lst and 8th.

CORNCRAKE Crex crex. Two on lMay 17th
and three next day were the earliest records.

MOORHEN, Gallinula chlorocpus. TWO were
trapped on 4April 4th at 270 g. and 23C g.
.approx. Singly on April 16th and May lZth.




Comparison of Early May Migration &t
Isle of May and PFalr Isle.

A ISLE of MAY.
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TABLE L.

345678910 11 12

Species. 30 1 2

Chaffinch 226131

Brambling 2131125482 2

Tree Pipit 188310000105 5 7 7
Pied Flycatchep 22116088 8

White Wagtall - 1 ‘
Willow Warbler 6 51531 5 25555 3 10
Blackcap 1146¢12222 3
Whitethroat 11301242 332 1 5
Lesser White. 712 1

Fieldfare 2430300%0W0 642 3 1
Song Thrush 174553533 3 1
Ring Ousel B2 88 886 66 5
Whinchat 1 88435543 3 o
Redstart 323012 2 311271612 12 6 1
Swaliow é 1 13 7
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TABLE 1.

Comparison of Barly May Migration at
Isle of May and Fair Isle.

B. FAIR ISLE.

1234567891011 12 1. _  Species.

1145311 5 1 1 1 % coelebs.

2 3 2 1 1 F. montifring:
' :illa -
N ONE ‘ Anthus
trivialis
NONHE Musclcapa
hypoleucsa
810 4 3 &5 3 b5 HMotacilla
' a. .alba
1 92 -1 16 - Phylloscopus.
trochilus
11 Sylvia
atricapilla
1 2 2 2 1 Sylvia
. communis
1 ' Sylvia
' ' ' curruca
80 2 1 1 Turdus
pllaris
2 1 2 Turdus
_ ericetorum
820 4 S5 3 2 Turdus
' torquatus
32 3 © Saxicola
rubetra
2 1 2 1 Phoenicurus
_ phoenicu. us
4. L 4 5. 5 Hirunde
rustica

e




TABLE 2.

Migration at Fair Isle from mid-May.

Species. ' 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 3l
Resd Bunting : '

E. schoeniclus . 2 1 2 8 2 7 2 1 2 2 2
Tree Pipit ' ‘

A. trivialis « 2 4 1 4 1 1 4 5
Spotted Flycatcher '

M. striata 2 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 5 2
Willow-warbler ‘

Ph. trochilus 3 6 18341 31 6 9 2 5 3 2
Scdge Warbler _ _
schoenobaenus _ 1 6 1 2 1 1 1 L 1 1
Garden Warbler 8. borin ‘ 1 1L 3 1 1 1 1
Whitethroat S. communis 3 32151313113 7 3 3 6 2 8 2
Lesser do.s S. eéurruca 3 35121 3 3 3 2 1 2 1 1
Whinchat S. rubetra 2 7 7 510 4 6 1 1 1 2 1
Redstart

Ph. phoenicurus 1 3 5 6 511 5 3 2 1 21
Swallow H. rustica 2L 51 31 25 25 25 20 14 14 21 31 15 2 8
House Martin :

D.urbica _ 1 2 3 6 8 612 2 96116 6 8 63

Sand Martin )
R. riparia 2 4 3 1 2 5 1 1 2 5 4 3

TP T

114
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14, Blackbirds in Spring 1951.

Blackbird, Turdus merula, migration took
place at PFair Isle on an almost unprecedented
scale for spring on April lst-2nd, with
another but smaller wave on April 7-8th.

Large numbers of Woodcock,; Scolopax rusticola,
were involved in the same movements, notably
the earlier one. On April lst 27 Blackbirds
were trapped, the number taken on 2nd being 47.

o

At this period a depression west of
Scotland was moving slowly eastwards and fill:
:ing, and its centre was over the Hebrides in
the early morning of April 1lsst. A westerly
airstream covered practically the whole of the
British Isles and North France, and an occluded
front was pushing in a NE. direction across
the middle of the North Sea, easderly winds
prevailing on 1ts northern side. Birds
attempting to cross the North -Sea from Fraice
and South Britain had a favourable airstream
until they passed through this occlusion, when
the easterly winds caused a drift towards Fair
Isle and the Shetland area.

By the following night the depression was
centred over the North Sea, witin a cold front
moving NE. between Deninark and Scotland.

Winds over EBngland and North France remained
westerly and so favourable for migration to
the Continent, but were still easterly in the
northern half of the XNorth Sea. During April

2nd the depression moved farther east and the
conditions ceased to be favourable for the
arrival of drift-migrants at PFair Isle, and on
3rd only four birds were trapped.

Thé recurrence of Blackbird arrivals on
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April 7-8th was again associated with a ‘low"
covering Scotland, and a westerly alrstream
over soutnern England, northern France, and
the south part of the North Sea, gilving place
to easterly winds farther north. This Ylow"
moved too far to the NE. during the morning of
April 8th -to provide winds favourable for
drift-migration at Falr Isle. '

The distribution of age aud sex groups in
the spring passage was as indicated below (cf.
Bull. No. 1, 1951, p. 13). It will be seen
that males far outnumber, females in the
earlier wave, but that the numters were
fairly even in the later movement of April.
7-8th.

Date. Males. Females. Total,

Ad. lst. s. Ad. lst. s.

April 1-5th 24 <8 11 9 e

52 20

April 7-9th 2 8 5 6 21
10 11

April 11-30th 9 19 13 6 47
28 19

May 3 6 - 8 6 23
: 5 )

It is unusual for Blackbird migration to
continue at Fair Isle throughout April and
May but during the spring there was a constant
trickle of these birds. huring nearly all
this period the. wind was N'i. or east over the
North Sea. A total of 146 was trapped in
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April and a further 23 in May, and there was
movement as late as May 3lst, when 3 were
taken. In April 1950 only 5 birds weres
ringed, the main passage toaking vlace at the
end of March; whilst in 1949 passage ceased
entirely after aApril 9th.-

r

15, Ringing Progress in Spring 1951.

Our ringing total on June 6th, with the
spring migration virtually over, showed 575
birds of 50 different spucies. . Although this
total falls short of last year's at the scme
date (690 birds of 38 species) the specics
list is very much better. Few birds wers
ringed during the past winter in comparison
with 1949 and 1950, and the April and May
1951 figures (241 and 114 respectively) show
a considerable advance on previous seasons.

Six new species have been trapped since
the 1951 account was opened, - Woodlark,
Bullfinch, Turnstcone, Dipper, Ring Ousel and
Subalpine Warbler, - making a total of 98
specles ringed since the Observatory began
work in the autumn of 1948, S

The 575 birds include Blackbirds 244,
Starlings 57, Chaffinches 42, Robins 33,
vineatears 17, Skylarks 17, Whitesthroats 14,
Bramblings 12, Redstarts 12, wWillow-warblers
10, Snow Buntings 9, Redwings 9, Song Thrushes-
8, House Sparrows 8, Lesse? Whitethroats 7,
and Hedge Sparrows 7. ‘
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16. continental Yellow-I ammer.

A male Yellow-hammer, Bmberiza citr;nella,
was taken in the Observetory Trap on April B
28th - wing 93.5 mmn., weight.50.59 g. It was
compared 1in the laboratory with specimens of
Emberiza c. erythrogenys 3rehm (from the
Petchora River) and Emberiza c. nebulosa
Gengler (from Norfolk - the typical locality
of this race - Bast Lothisn and the.c¥yde
areaj. It was quite unlike the British
eéxauples, which had warm reddish-brown fringes
to the feathers of the mantle, were brown on
the nape and had some reddish-brown on the
sides of the breast. The trapped bird was
well matched by a Fair Isle specimen collected
on March 2lst, 1911, having the mantle fringes
much paler brown than in the British birds, the
naps greecnish, very little red-brown on the
sldes of the breast, and the rutip and upper tail
-coverts less rufous.

The 1911 specimen is one of five in the
Royel Scottish Huseum collectior exXamined by
Po A. Clancey and ldentified by him with the
castern race Bmberiza Cc. erythrogenys Brehm
(Bull. B. 0. C., 83 L123).  From previous
Study of the material in the Royal Scottish
liuseum, I ceonsider the 1911 specimen, and the
bird of April 28th, are not nearly grey-brown
cenough above for the ecastern race; and belong
to the typical form. The B. 0. U. List
Committee have stated that there is no
evidence that Emberiza c. citrinella Linn.
occurs in the Britisnh Isles, - cce Ibis, 93
297 (1951).




17. Migrant Chaffinches iu 3cotland,

Dr. James M. Harrison has shown (Ibis,
89: 411-418) that Fringilla coeclebs hortensis
Brehm is a velid subspecies ianabiting Centrel

and §. Germany and the Low Countries, dilffer:
:ing from Fringilla c. coelebs Linn. of
northern Burope ih the sirong vinaceous wash
on ths underparts. The B. 0. U. List
Committee have recognised the race as a
migrant and winter visitcr to Britailn.

The only specimens of @. ¢. hortensis in
the Royal Scottish Museum collectlon arc from
Fife, November lst, 1206; 3t. Kilda, Noveuber
5th, 1910, and Fair Isle, October L5th, 1907.
A Pair Isle bird dated Septeuber <8nd, 19xi; .
is probably this race, but there ars t00 many
anworn buff-brown fringes on the uaderpaiis
to be sure. The occurrence of this race at
Pair Isle and St. Kildea, where oae would
expect the typical race to be tne domlnant
passage-migrant on geographical grounds, is
inter.sting, pointing to the existence of &
strong Ni. drift of birds attempting to cross
the North Sea far to the south. '

A Fair Isle bird collected on May 6th,
1909, has characters intermediate between
F. ¢. coelebs and Scottish breeding birds
(many of which show a very near approach to
the typical race) and it may well have been a
straggler from Scotland. The only two
specimens in the collection which match Dr.
Harrison's neotype of F. c. coelebs, and are
probably wintering birds of this form, are
from Peebles, February 9th, 1938, and Bast
Linton, March 30th, 189l. 1 am grateful to
Dr.. Harrison . for the. loan of a long seriesto
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aid the determination of t.ae Scottish birds.

Chaffinch migration at Fair Isle in the
Spring of 1951 began on April 3rd, increasing
on 4-56th, when 16 birds were trapped, only
tahree of them being females. By 19tn, 39
birds (including six females) had besn ringed
and most of these had afforded good opportun:
:ities for laboratory examination and .
re-weighing by showing a distinct paft¢alﬁtV'A
for the turnip seed which had been strewn
liberally in the Gully and QObservatory Traps.
Two birds trapped on April 3-4th stayed until
19th and 22nd respectively, and one first
taken on the 5th was last retrapped a month
later, lMay 6th. It was 1in gocd song during
the last week of its stay. . A female first
trapped on May 1lO0th virtuslly lived in the
Gully Trep, roosting and feecding there, uantil
June JSrd.

The male birds were ccupared with typical
skins of ®. c. coelebs a2d F. c. hortensis
which I had selected from the Royal Scottish
Museum collection, and the we :jority showed
intermediacy between the two races. No
really typical F. c. coelebs occurred,
although o few were negrcr -to this form in the
brownish-pink colour of the breast. Four
birds were considered very good F. c. horiten:
:sls, having a strong vinous suffusion on the
brecast and sides of belly. All the birds had
the centre of the bclly white. Cne intcrest:
:ing example was almost orick-red on the
brecast, as in the phase described by Dr. J. .
Harrison as F. ¢. scotica. There seeums
little doubt that the bulk, at cny rate, of
these migrants was drawn from a region in
which the two forms intergrad '
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18. Black-bellied Dipper.

A Black-bellied Dipoer Jinclus c¢. cinclus
arrived on April 28th, when I found him early
in the merning haunting the burn which flows
through the Gully, at the head of which are
two of the traps. One of tunese is directly
above a waterfall and adjaceat to the now
ruincus clack-mills whose horizontal water-
wheels supplied the power that ground the
island corn until 30 years ago. This trap
the Dipper obligingly entered, only to escape,
alas. through a breach in the wall of the trap
where a space had been left for the flow of
the stream! I spent a busy half-hour block:
:ing this opening with rubbls and stones. bits
of wire-netting, and part of the tail of s
Junkers 88 which crash-laaded on %the wmoor
during the war.

In mid-morning the Dipper reappeared in
the Gully and this time, when he flew =above
" the fall, his fate was sealed. After his
release at North iHaven he returned to the
stream and was there oa the 29th, but not on
any of the following days until kay 4-6th,
when he was again searching for aquatic life
among the shallow pools and moss-—-growh rocks.

In the field, even at close quarters, one
could see no trace of reddish~-brown. between
the white of the breast and the black belly.
The contrast was sharp and clcar.. In the
hand, however;, a few brownisn fringes could be
found on the uppermost black feathers, but
these were not reddish in toné, but more the
coffee~brown colour of the bird's head. I
was surprised.at. the strengta. of the bird's.
clasp on my fingers, the sharpness of its
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claws, and the strong fluttering of its short
rounded wings as it struggled to be free.
These attributes, like ths cortinual blinking
of the white nictitating mewmbranes which
protect the hazel eyes, are all useful adapta:
.tions in a bird which spends much of its life
Walklng under water on the becs of swiftly

flowing streams.

The bird weighed 50.2 g.; winhg 82 mm.,
bill from skull 20 mm., tarsus 28 mn. The
tarsi were grey with a purplish tinge, and the
nictitating membranes were yellowish-white.
The 2nd, 3rd and 4th primaries were equal and
longest; 5thy, 3 mm. shorter, 6th, 7 wmnm.
shorter; 1lst, 2.5 mm. loiger than the primary
coverts. TwWO mallopnagc, not yet identif'ied,
were collected. '

The anxiety note was a low, sharp,
tuneless ‘“"tchik®; when released, the bird
flew off with a series of louder, shriller
notes recocrded as "tchwik', perhaps a more
emphatic variant of the anxiety note.

This supplies the sixth Scottish record.
A Black-~bellied Dipper haunted the same burn
on March 19-20th last year, and therc is a
previous Fair Isle record for ijarch 30th, 1934.
There is a March 30th record from Thalsay,
1936; and an older one from another Shetland
locality, Spiggie in Dunrossness, where Tom
Henderson saw another bird on January 4th of
this year. Jerome Jtout tells me he observed -
a Dipper (2 race) at Fair Isle in the late
autumn of 1949.



N
N
1 ]

.

19. Red- backed Shrikes and a method of
trapping unens
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:noon from o Robin-kill at ths Has. The head
is the first part of-the victim's a utOmy to
be attacked, the brain being devoured and ths

bilL and frontal part of the skull rejected.
No svidence of "larder'-forming was foundg,
although young birds in sutumn do fornm _
“"larders™ when on passage, lmpaling Shetlaond
Rees Rombus smithisnus on strands of barbed
wire (see Scot. Nat. 6l: 24-5 1849),

Five Red-backed Shrikes were trapped
dauring this-period. The Temale first taken
at the ﬂ:a end retrapped next wmorning in the
Gully, weighed 30.< g. and 30.59 g. respect:
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:ively, and was the biggest of all the birds
with a wing-length of 97.5 um. The bird
showed some mnle characteristics: the head,
nape and sides of necK were blue-grey, with
brownish fringes on the crown; the rump and
upper tail coverts were blue-grey with a
brownish suffusion on the rump. The ear-
coverts were dark brown and there was no white
in the tail, except on the outer fringe of the
outermost feathers. The underparts were
heavily wmarked. Two others of this sex
welghed 25.03 g. and 28.9 g. and were of the
normal female plumage-type. Two males weighed
£5.968 g. and 27.31 g. and the wings of the
four birds ranged from 88-92 mm. Another
male found dead on Ward Hill was very thin and
weighed only 24 g. (A lst-winter red-backed
Shrike trapped on pugust 2lst, 1950, wing

©3 mm.,, weighed 25.91 g.).

The wing-formula of the six spring birds
examined was very constant. The 1lst primary
was egual to the coverts or 1-4 mm. longer:
drd primary loangsst, 4th as long in one case
or l-4 mm. shortei; 2nd, 5-6.5 mm. shorter
(but 3.5 mm. in one male); 5th, 6-7 mm.
shorter; 6th;, 11-12 mu. shorter. Bill from
skull, 16-17 num, Tarsus, 24-25 umm.

It was observed that a shrike, when

disturbed at a kill, would withdraw to a
distance and return to it soon after the
observer had passed. This trait proved a
useful aid to trapping these birds, and would -
douutless be of help in trapping the other, ' .
rarer, shrikes. Five shrikes were induced to .
come to a shrike-kill that was not their own,
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and perhars any dead bird of small size would
prove attractive, though experietice suggssts
that the body wmust be Ifresh. The Robin
killed by a female shrike at the Haa caught a
male the same afterncon, and an hour later
another was lost owing to the faulty setting
of the trap. Two days later the Robin bait
was still fresh enough tc catch another wale,
but on the next day the bait was attracting
flies and a shrike examined, but refused to
take 1it. An ordinary spring-net, measuring
about 18" by 12", was used, pegged into the
ground below the fence the particular shrike
was working. Sultable spring-ust traps are
advertised by Greenrig and by Young's of ’
Misterton, Somerset.

Small points of importance are that the
bait should be firwly attached to the trigger-
pan {e.g. by an elastic band), otherwise the
shrike may re¢move the baolt without springing
the trap. Aalso, should the trap fail to go
off the first time, let the shrike enjoy his
gains for a few minutes, - he will return the

more readlly when the trap 1s reset. The

" trap should be set on level ground so that the
frame of the net falls squarely and leaves the
bird no loophole for escape; o good position
is about a yard from the fence, below some
prominent point (such as a post or strand
higher than the rest) likely to prove atiract:
:ive as a losk-out stance. It is not
difficult to manoeuvre a shrike along a fence
until he 1s within the effective area of the
trap, though this is of course unnecessary if
one 1is using a bird's own kill to catch him.
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20. Subalpine Warbler.

The great find of the gpring migration, a
male Subalpine Warbler Sylv1§ cgntlllans, qame
on May 20th and remained until Z27th. Tt W?s
first spotted, by Phillip Andrews% among somwe
derelict rusty iron girders on Smirril Geo
beach, near the South Lighthouse, and on t@at
first afternoon we watched 1t for a long time
as it sat in the sun with ruffled plumage and
half-closed eyes, obviously very tired aftgr
its long Journey. On the following days.lﬁ
was more active, secking insects on the lichen-
covered slabs of a nearby cliff or moving about
the beach and the rusty girders, feeding on
Chironomid gnats which scemed to be attracted
by the warm air rising fron the ironwork,

Observation of a birds habits is always
a valuable preliminary to :¢ay attempt to trap
it, and by the afternoon ol the 22nd we had
realised the importance to the tird of this
unusual environment, and had rigged up over
the girders a trap consisting of the Yeoman
Net closed at one end with-a catching-box.
Next moruning Harry Craw, Phillip Andrews and
Max Budgen waited their opportunity, and at 11
o'clock returned to the North Haven in triumph
wWith their prize. - :

To those of us who are used to peering at
warblers so nondescript in colour that their _
identification is often o matter of difficulty
this bird's plumage was exotic in its splend:
sour. It had 2 Nuthatch-grey hecad ana back,
brown and much abraded wing~-featlers, a rich
dark chestnut breast, and a delicate pinkish-
buff suffusion on the sides of tie belly and
flanks. The tail - which was desrker than the

s
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back - had a white border, and a small white
patchi at the bend of the winl was partly con:
“:cealed by the feathers of the bastard-wing.
The wmost striking features were the clesar
white moustachlal streeks which sepsrated the
chestnut and grey, and the qulite startiing
bright red rims which encircled the eyes, -
ieyes like a miniature Qyster-caztcher'; ons of
the observers remarkesd.

- 4fter laboratory exsmiuvation t
was set free at the place of capture,
during the following days 1t became a ritual
with the bird-watchers at the (bssrvatory to
spend a nalf-hour in that sheltered corner of
Smirri Geo, delighting in this smell vision of
beauty and charwm whoge migration ought to have
stopped short a thousaud wmiles to ths south.
My last memory of the bird is of watching it
darting after flies on the cliff iumediat:ly
beneath & sitting Pulmcr Petrel, - a stranse
juxtaposition, since the norimal geographical
ranges of the two species ave several hundred
miles apart. '

The Handbook of British Birds (vol. 2:

96) gives six previous records for the
British Isles, - three in Hay, two ou June
1l3th-14th, ond one on Septenber 1l7th. An
adult male was taken at Fair Isle on liay 6th,
1908. The present bird weighed 10.1l1 g.;,
had a wing-length of 64 mm., bill to skull,

1L mm., and tarsus, 19 mm. The wing-formula
was: lst primary equal to the primary
coverts, 3rd and 4th equal and longest, 5th;
1l mm. shorter; 2nd, l.5 mm. shorter, and 6th,
4 mam. shorter. This formuls suggests
Sylvia c. cantillans rather than Sylvia c.
albistriata of S. Z. Europe and asia Minor,
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which has the 2nd primary longer than the 5th.
The dark chestnut of the breast was in the
form of a “bib" whose marJgin was clearly
defined, not merging with the pinkish-buff of
the sides of belly and flanks. The rump wWaos
o cleaner blue-grey than the mantle and head.
There were pale brown fringes on the tertials.
only, and whitish tips to the tertials and
innermost secondaries.  The tall was blackish-
brown, much darker than the remiges, but with
the two outermost feathsrs brown with their
outer webs and psrt of the inner webs white.
There was some white at the tips of the
penultimate pair. .

The legs were pale brown, the soles more
yellowish, and the eye-rim brick red. There
was a very small reddisn-brown '"eyebrow' 1o
the grey of the head directly above the eye,
The colour of the iris wos noted as pals
brown, and the bill was black with the basal
half of the lower mandible purplish-flesh.

When in the lab. tae bird uttered a
churr reminiscent of that of the Lesser
VWhitethroat, but the only note heard on the
beach, and that rarely, was a hard chep.



FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY

THE WORK OF THE OBSERVATORY

The purpose of the Bird Observatory is to provide
"facilities for visitors to carry out scientific research on the
island, not only in the sphere of ornithology, but in every
aspect of Natural History. Work will be mainly
concentrated however on ornithology under the supervision
of ihe Director. ' :

TERMS
Full board, including service, is Six Guineas per .
Head per week. Reduced terms are available for parties
of students from schools and universities.

APPLICATIONS

Priority in bookings will be given to “ Friends of
Fair Isle,” and to bona fide naturalists prepared to take
part in the scientific investigations of the station under the
leadership of the Director, and to help with such other
duties as may be necessary from time to time in connection
with the station or hostel. Anyone else wishing to visit
the island will be made welcome, provided room is
available. Those who are not keen ornithologists are asked
to book for the summer months—June, July, and August—so
that more accommodation will be available in the spring and
autumn for students of bird migration. Application should
be made as follows:—

(1) If madebetween 1st April and 31st October.
To the Director, .Fair Isle Bird Observatory,
by Lerwick, Shetland. Telegraphic address:
“ Migrant, Fairisle.”” Telephone Fair Isle 8.

(2) 1If made between 1st November and 31st March.
To the Director, Fair Isle Bird Observatory
Trust, 17 India Street, Edinburgh. -
Telephone: Edinburgh CENtral 4532.

PROSPECTUS :
Prospectus giving details of transport to and from
Fair Isle, and other information, will be sent on application.
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