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EDITORIAL

The purpose of having an Editorial in this
Bulle tin, during the migration seasons at any rate,
is to provide space in which an attempt can be made
to bind the scattered observations together; or, in
other words, create an opportunity for us to air our
views on "drift'} The spring of 1953 has rather
let us downs but it would be ungracious to grumble,
since it is clear that the summer has come to the
rescue in a quite unexpected fashion (para. 128).
A few reflections on the spring period, however,
may not be out of place.

Great Saltee had a wonderful time (para. 129),
and Friends who are aware of the energy and tenacity
of purpose which Major Ruttledge has displayed in
his efforts to found and maintain an Irish Bird
Observatory will be glad for his sake. Fair Isle,
on the other hand, had the poorest spring season

| since our observations began, and a “busman's
holiday" in the Faeroe Islands (which was part
designed to forge a link between the two places) was
therefore less exciting than it night have been,

Some identity in the records is apparent and provides
evidence of migration due to the accident of "drift"
from Buropean shores, In particular there is the
mid-Moy period, when Willow Warblers and lesser
Whitethroots reached Falr Isle and Nolsoy on the

same day, 16th, and other summer visitors appeared at
one or two days' intervals - intervals probably due as
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much to the accident of observation as to any
discrepancy in time of arrival. Among these
migrants were Swallow, the two martins, Redstart,
Garden Warbler :nd Red-Spotted Bluethroat, From
17th-19th passage of hirundines continued (also on
22nd-23rd) and both places had one or two
flycatchers. Gtner instances of close agreement
in arrival times could be cited, for exomple the
movement of thrushes at the end of April,

Why werc these May movements so thin and i
shadowy in 1953, when in previous seasons we have
counted our Willow Warblers, Redstarts and even
Tree Pipits in hundreds, and our White-throats by |
the score? The ccnditions which brought migrants
to fair Isle and Faerce this year were cyclonic, -
that is tc say, the "drift" off the Continental
shores ind acress the North Sea tock place in the
easterly winds of the northern half of a depression;
whereas tre reelly spectacular “rushes" of former
years ware asscciated with col situations in
niddle iZurope. It may be that col weather, which
has much in cormon with anticyclonic weather. (clear
skies, little wind) stimulotes a far greater mass
of migratory birds; and whilst the casterly air-
flow of the more northerly high of the pair
responsible for the col pours the birds in full
flood across tle sea, the cyclonic situation merely
brushes the outer fringe of the main movement and
brings us very little.

Whatever the explanation, the records show
that what we want (and the birds do not want) is an
extensive Buropean col in May, and a first-class
polar anticyclone - preferably assisted by the.
Siberian liigh -~ in autumn,



128, The Crossbill Irrupticn of 1953,

KENNETH WILLIAMSON,

Undoubtedly the event of the summer in the
ncrthern isles has been the “irruption' of Common
- Crossbills Loxia ¢, curvirostra from the Continent,
~ the first lnvasion ¢f this species on any scale
since 193%6, Equally there can be little doubt
that the movement is attributable to the marked
activity of the Continental polar high in north-
western Burope during June and early July.

The following note constitutes a
preliminary account of their appearance here and in
She tland: it is in no sense an attempt at an
analysis of the invasion, which would be premature
until more is known about their distribution in
both space and time., The Crossbills are still
here, and Continental polar highs - once they are
well established - have a habit of asserting
themselves for a considerable time, There nay yetbt
be more Crossbills to cone.

June 1l4th appears to be the first date on which

any were seen, George Stout of Field finding two
birds on noorland above the Bird Observatory. A
gnall flock of unidentified birds with an entirely
unfamiliar call-note flitted past me in heavy nist
on the following day; but I came upon them in
similar conditions on 16th, and found they were
nine Crossbills, of which one was an adult male,
At least one other red mele was seen, and on 17th
two red nnles together in addition to the flock of
nine,

At this period there was a good deal of nist,
of ten dense, and the poor visibility prevented a
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atisfoctors search of the hillground. Meanwhile,
s. A.W. Tlom, who came into the isle on 17th, has
een a smoll party at Boddan in Dunrossness the
revious day. L female and two juveniles appeared
in the Venables' garden on 16th, and on the sape day
two birds were scen on the isle of Noss. On 17th
there were a few at Scousburgh, and L.S.V, Venables
heard several birds far down on the cliffs of RFitful
cad on the follcwing day.

June 18th ¢t Fair Isle began with a light nist
wvhich quickly cleared and gave way to bright sunshine,
so that a quest for Crossbills, with some hope of
accurately cstime ting their numbers, could be nade.

We found o flock of forty on Burrashield, 7 or 8 of
these being adult nale birds. Although we think this
lock passed on (since it was not to be found on 19th),
urrashield remained the Crossbills' headquarters !
ntil early dJuly. On 19th only 4 adult males and a
emale could be located and the se — conveniently -

ere right in the mouth of the Vaadal trap.

Next day the only birds were a dozen or so in
he Gully in the ¢ arly morning, - of these we caught
our, — and over the next few days only half this
umber could be found on the isle.

There was a definite influx on 24th, 35 birds
(including 8 nales in scarlet plumage) belng scen on
urrashicld, in addition to a new party of 12 in the
Nor th Haven arca. Next day Burrashield had a total of
3 birds, and there was a sinilar number on 28th af texr
threc intervening days of heavy nist. Another increase
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tock place on 29th, when the Burrashield flock was
ver 120 strong, and a new lot of 40 was present near
he Golden Water in the north of the isle. The re
appeared to be little change in these areas on 30th,

The northern flock, of over 40 birds, was
xamined closely on July lst and about a quarter
ere z2dult males. On 2nd the flocks counted at
various points totalled about 140 birds, and there
were certeinly 150 plus cn 4th, so it is unlikely
that any morked change had occurred,

In one flock of 50 birds that day, feeding on
the southern slope of Burrashield, our one and only
Two-barred Crossbill Loxia leucoptera to date was
recognised, It was an adult female and the white
bars on median and greater coverts were strikingly
noticeable in contrast with the plain wings of the
"commoners® surrcunding it: there was no white on
the tips of the tertials, but these, presumably,
would have been lost by abrasion ot this season.

" This peak invasion appears to have passed
on southwards that night and 40 or so on the
Vaase tter moorland, with a meagre half-dozen at
- Burrashield, remained, More were expected
however when rain came suddenly with a SE. wind
liote in the day, and July 6th will certainly be
renenbered as a “Crossbill Day® nt Fair Isle!
The newcomers, fortunately, chose the Gully area
as their headquarters; they were much less wild
than the Burrashield birds had been, and they
ontained fewer adult males. Their numbers were
ot large, 50 or 60 birds, but there was a ccnstant
uccession of captures in the Gully and Double-
]]}Jke Traps. The highlight conme at. dusk.when part
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of the flock souvght roosting-places at the entrance
to the Gully Trep, with the conseguence that 16

were caught to bring the day's total to 32, They
were given clean, dry beds in the lab., and the
additional service that all their parasites were
renovedil The flock of 50 or more birds remains

in the area bourded by Vaasetter, Byerwil and Vaadal,
and in all 58 birds have now been trapped, ringed

and examined in the lab,

There have been further veports from She tland.
Venables writess "I was at Rergord Plantations
today (June 21st): saw only two juv. Crossbills,
but Mrs. &kintor soid there was a large flock a few
days ago contalining several red-birds®. They have
been seen at ILerwick and Scalloway, and more have
appeared in Duniossness, John Peterson and G.T.
Kay saw morz then a score in Dr, Saxby's gorden at
Halligarth, Unst, on June 23rd, and a flock of 1l
at Bridge of Walls on 28th,

"3eldon de scends to ground™, says the Handbook
(i, 94), - but on Fair Isle what else can a
Crossbill do? The se birds, with their peculiar
adaptation to a highly specialised life, have shown
themselves to be remarkably successful in adjusting
their havits to this strange environment. The
popularity of Burrashield is explained by its
excellent growth of Juniperus sibirica, the green
berries of which are their staple food.  The berry
is snipped from the plant and the bird, standing
upright, shells it with the bill, taking only the
ke rnel, The only two “casualties™ we have handled
have been very 1at. They roost on cliffs,
preferably in a geo with a beach below, and with a
cornice or crevice to shelter their heads, ‘
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129.  Spring Migration (1953) ab Great
©7 Boltee. "

i o : : ROBERT F. RUTTLEDGE. .

The island was manned from April 5th to May
18th, during which period 18 observers visited the
lobservatory.

Wedther. April. A strong S. wind on 5th
veered and bDecame variable for the next two days.
From 8th to 1Oth there was a variable easterly
component in the winds, followed by a southerly gale
on llth, The wind then blew from be tween N.NW. &0
W,SW. and was moderate to fresh until 17th. On 18th
it was blowing fresh from WE. and an easterly
component persisted until 23rd.  From 23rd to the
evening of May lst there was much variation, often
with northerly breezes, but strong on 26th and a gale
on the evening of 29th from be tween SE. and SW,

May. From 2nd to evening of 14th there was a
long spell of easterly weather with light or noderate
wind, becoming fresh on 12th, then strong on 13th,
and terninating with a SE. gale on l4th, The gale
continued on 15th and 16th from S.SW. s moderating
somewhat on 17th and falling away to an casterly
breeze next day,

During the whole period the nights were, with
few exceptions, clear; the days had blue sky and
clouds of ten with haze and moderate visibility,
especially during the long spell of easterly weather.
There was no heavy fog ond the only reolly heavy
rain accompanied the gale on April 1lth and the
strong wind of May 13th. ;
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Migration, The following notes are selected
from observations on the migrant species seen.
The occurrences of a NIGHTINGALE and TAWNY PIPIT
added these two birds to the Irish List. Other
notable occurrences were a SHORT TCED LARK, GOLDEN
ORIOLE, three IESSER WHITE-THROATS and a WOODCHAT
SHRIKE.

A study of the weather charts prior to the
arrival of these rarities shows how suitable the
night of May 9th/10th was for migration in France
and how on 10th the wind increased and was easterly
on the coasts of Brittany and Cornwall. Birds
could heve made good flights through France in their
*standard direction' on May 9th/10th but would have
drifted to about 30% west of their ‘'standard
direction' on 10th/11th. This weather could well
have brousht to Saltee birds that were heading for
England end elsewhere in western Europe.

During the night of May llth/12th conditions
were such that they might well have brought south
Eurcopean birds to northern France: these, after
leaving Brittany in favourable weather during the
night of 12th/13th, would have run into a
depression with conditions that could have brought
them to Saltee by daybreak on 13th.

GADWALL. Anss strepera. A pair, April 20th.

MERLIN. Falco columbarius. Male, April 5th.
Male and femals, 7th and Bth.  Singly on several
following days to 20th and on May 2nd.

KEf TREL. F. tinnunculus, Singly on seven
widely se parated dates @n April. Female, May 12th
to 17th.
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COBNCRAKE. Crex crex. Single birds on 5 days
from April 22nd to 30Gh end on 6 days from May 2nd
to 12th. Two on Mey lst, 3rd & 5th.

GOLDEN PIOVER. Pluvialis apricaria. A bird
of the Soubthern race on April 12th and May 15th.
Northern P, a, altifrons appeared on April 23rd,
May 15th (2), and Way 18th (4). Birds not

%ubspecifically identified were seen flying northwards

gingly on igy 4th and 5th.

} TURNSTONE. Arenaria interpres. Passage
hroughout the peXiod with peaks on April 20th (40),
27th (51), May 6th (41), May 18th (32).

|

i SNIPE. Capella gallinago, About 10 on April
’ith, 4 on 9th and 5 on I3th,  Otherwise singly or
two birds on many days in April,

WHIMBREL. Numenius phsaeopus. The first was
a single bird on April 9th, Singly April 10th, 12th,
14th and 26th; 2 on 30th; one on May lst, after which
a gradual increase to a peak on 7th (50), followed
by a gradual daily decline to 17th (5).

COMMON SANDPIPER. Tringa hypoleucos. First on
April 13th. Two on most days from April 18th to
27th, but 5 on 23rd and 4 on 28th-29th. Singly on
‘6 days from May lst to 18th.

PURPIE SANDPIPER. Calidris maritima. Three,
April 5th; singly 15th and 26th and from May 7th-10thj;
two, May 13th and 3 on 1l4th,

DUNLIN. C. 2lpina. Cne to four, April 26th
to 30th, Two on May l12th and 17ths
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TURTI § DOVE. Streptopelia turtur. Singly
April 23%rd and 27th. Daily, often the same
birds, Mzy 6th to l4th, with maxima on 6th (6)

and 11th (7).

CUCKOO. Cuculus canorus. Singly, April 19th,
2%rd and May 1st and two on May 2nd,

NIGHTJAR. Caprimulgus europacus. A msle i
on May llth, |

SWIFT us apus. One, April 19th; daily
May 2nd to l?EE Th Small numbers but only two on
May 4th followed by peak movement May 5th to 7th ,
with 20-3%0 deily.

SHC T TCED LARK. Calandrella brachydactyla.
tne was clearly identified by R.F.R. and well seen
by othere on Nay léth, This lark with russet-
brown uppir-parts and whitish underparts was
imme diately noticeable in flight. On the ground the
chestnut-buff crown, marked with lighter stripes was
seen, also a very slight crest when the feathers were
raised by the wind. There was a pale stripe in
the rear of and possibly extending just above the
eye, but this was not very noticeable. The neck
was less chestnut-buff than the crown. The upper-
parts were richly freckled with brown, buff and
che stnut. The throat was lighter than the
unmarked pale buff breast, and the belly and flanks
were whitish £nd unmarked, When on the ground the
bird appeared more pipit than lark-like, No marks
were seen on the sides of the neck, perhaps because
in the strong wind the bird kept low. No note was
heard. This is the third record of the species
for Irelead., Full details are in the Observatory's
“Field Record Book".




ringed on May 13th.

- 11 -

HIRUNDINES. Passage was much on the same
pattern as in other years, but peak numbers were
considerably in excess of thos of 1951 & 1952,
Swallows Hirundo rustica had a main peak of one
thousand pIus on April 20th. House liartins
Delichon urbica peaked on Mey 7th (20) and 17th (20):
few appeared in April. Sand Martins R. riparia
peaked on 4pril 20th with two thousand birds, there
belng one thousand next day and a minor peak of 150

-on May 5th,

GOLDEN ORIOLE. Criolus oriolus. A female was

FIEIDFARE. Turdus pilaris. Singly, april 6th
and 18th; two on IPth,

SONG THRUSH. T. ericetorum, Singly, April
2L th, 22nd, 24th, ‘

REDWING. T. musicus. One was present from
May 5th to 8th,

RING CUSEL. T. torquatus, bingle females,
4pril 19th, May 3rd and 5th; male =nd two females,
April 20th; male and five females, 21st; two males,
three females on 22nd and five birds next day.

WHEATEAR. Oenanthe oenanthe. Fluctuating
but usually small numbers almost daily throughout
the Bgriod. Chief movement April 19%th to 21lst

(34-85 daily).

WHINCHAT. Saxicola rubetra. Single males,
April 22nd and May &th, One or two daily, May Oth
to l4th; three on 13th,
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REL 3TART. Phoenicurus phoenicurus, A thin,
irregulal passage from april 22nd to May 12 th:
all werc “cmales, and the maximum on any day was
two birds. ,

BLACK REDSTART. Ph. ochrurus. Single females
on April 7th, 2lst and 22nd,

NIGHTINCAIE. Iuscinia megarhyncha, One
ringed on May 1llth Is the first to be recorded in

Ireland.

SEDGE WARBIER. Acrocephalus schoenobaenus.
FPirst on April 22nd., ~ Maln arrivals were May 5th
and 8th with 5C birds each day.

BLACKCAP. Sylvia atricapilla. Female on
May 4th end a male on 8th.

SARJUEN WARBLER. S. borin., Singly, May 4th,
7th and 9th; two on 5th, One was heard in song.

HITETHR(AT. 5. communis, Passage began
on April 20th, peaked for that month on 23%rd with
100 birds, numbers falling away to four on 29th.
In May there were two 'rushes?: the first starting
on 4th (50) peaked next day (120) and the second
was a sudden 'rush' of 50C on 8th followed by
negligible numbers to the end of the period.

BSSER W:ITETHROAT. S, curruca. Singly on
May 5th, 8th and 12th.

WILLOW WaRBIER. Phylloscopus trochilus, On
April 7th, 90 were on The island, a hundred the
following day. Numbers were then negligible-
until 15th (20) and again until 20th (20).
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 After a peak of 200 birds on 23rd and 24th, there
 were none until a single bird on 28th. On May 1st
. @ major peak of 200 followed the presence of three
only the previous day. From 5th (100) numbers

| subsided through twenties and tens to a few from

: 10th and single birds only on May 17th and 18th.

: Some progress was made in the problem of

. possible Ph, t. acredula passing through Great

- Saltee (see Bull. mo. 7, para. 78, p. 30). Skins
were used for comparison with birds trapped and it
wag clear thet we were receiving birds that were

- referable to acredula, Such birds were taken

 between May 15% (&) and 8th. Careful notes were
- made of each, Wing-measurement averaged rather low,

- being 63 mm. for seven birds with a range of from
62 to 64 mm, ‘

Mr. C.D. Deane of the Belfast Museum was
present and able to examine critically some of
the se birds. It is perhaps worth mentioning that
other visitors, unacquainted with the problem,
unhesitatingly picked out acredule skins as having
resemblance to the captured birds, As in other
years many of these acredula-like birds were
readily identifiable In the field and in more than
one instance a provisional identification was
- confirmed by capture and comparison,

The first of these acredula was secen on
April 30th by R.F.R. On Way 1st, the day of the
great rush of Ph, trochilus, no less than 15
acredula were Identified and of these four were
trapped. Others were seen or trapped on May 2nd
(L), 3rd (2), 5th (1), and 8th (2). One of the
last, when examined, was found to be the best
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example yet handled. It was even greyer on the
upper-parts than any of the skins; there was very
little yellow wash on the inside of the carpalia and
at the point the colour was creamy; no yellow at all
on tibia, under tail-coverts or flanks, the last
having 3 fulvous wash; eyestripe cream with no

trace of yecllow, :

A study of the weather charts just before
May lst, on which the 15 were seen, shows that from
April 27th to 3Gth winds were fresh and consistently
be tween W. and SW. over France and the British Isles.
In the night of April 30th/May lst rain was falling
in Brittany, but it was calm and -fine over Cornwall,
west Wales and southern Ireland for the first btime
for three days. It would appear that the host of
Ph, trochilus and proportion of acredula -had not
bPeen drif ted westwards in the days immediately ;
previous to May lst, and that they were probably not
to the #vest of their normal course. Perhaps
therefore the acreduls that pass through Saltee in
spring are on a normal course. :

CHIFFCHAFF. Ph. collybita. Passage from
April 5th to 24th on 2ll but three days. The
numbers rose suddenly from 5 on April 19th to 50
on the following day; on 21st 40; on 22nd, 80, this
being the peak. There were 20 on 23%rd and 24th,
but none for three days following, and thereafter
cnly one to 4 birds tc Mgy 9th and occasional
single birds to May 18th.

GOLDCREST. Regulus regulus. A female on
April 8th and three birds on 20th,

SPOITED FLYCATCHER. Muscicapa striata. .
Daily ilay 5th (1) to 18th (&), with 10 on l4th.
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: TAWNY PIPIT. Anthus cam estris, One on Mgy
11lth. This large, slim plpl%, which was very
confiding, gave R.F.R. and six other obeervers
excellent close-up views. Field-notes were made and

are preserved in the “Field Record Book™.

: The bird was rather wagtzil—-like in shape,
. 'noticeably buffish~grey on the upper parts, which

had broad striations. It had a pale eyestripe. The
- unmarked-rump was more buff thsn the mantle and the
‘breast was pale buff, this be ing even lighter on the
belly. There was a faint speckling on the sides of

. the breast, but otherwise the underparts were unmarked.
For a pipit the bird was noticeably long-lcgged and

it hod a rathker upright stance, It remained all day
in one small field.

MEADOW PIPIT. A. pratensis. S5light movement
April 5th-6th and 27%h and May Ist.

WHITE WAGTAIL, Motacilla a, alba, Two, May
4th; singly, 1llth, 15%h, IG6Gh, Alba wagtoils not
identified subspecifically but probably this form
were scen on April 21st (2) and May l4th (2) and
singly on April 23rd, May l2th and 17th,

YELLOW WAGTAIL. M, flava flavissima. There
. were two males on May 4%h,

WOUDCHAT SHRIKE, Lanius senator. Female
ringed on Mgy 13th, It was not Tound during the
following day's gale, but a female seen on 14th was
. probably the same bird although under adverse

- conditions the ring was not noticed,

: STARLING, Sturnus vulgaris, About 50
- daily April 5th %o I13th, but none on 1lth, A
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peak of 70 on April 7th, and some migration from
April 17th to 21st, The reafter stragglers on 4
days of lote April and two birds on May 4th,

GREENFINCH. Chloris chloris. Singly on
April 7th, 8th sond 18th.

GOIDFINCH. Carduelis carduelis, One on
April 7th, 3% next day. Singly, 2lst, 27th, 28th
and 30th, May 6th and 10th. Two, May 9th and 1llth,

LINNET. C. cannabina. Intermittent passage
in numbers under ten, April 6th to 1llth. Biggest
numbers April 8th (8) and 15th (6).  One which
arrived on April 23rd from SE. was caught and
ringed and was tseen to leave the island on 24th

flying 4W.

CHAFFINCH. Fringilla cwelebs. Intermittent
passage of one or btwo from April 5th to 23rd, Two
females wer2 present from May S5th to 7th and a pair
on 12th.

CORN BUNTING. Emberiza calandra, Two on
April 19th, One was very tired and was clearly
the bird which was found dead a few days later.

YTLLOW HAMMER. E. citrinella, Female,
April 19th to 21st and a male on May 5th.

Thr oughout the foregoing notes, mention of
large numbers of birds implies *circa®,

Trapping. 551 birds of 30 species and
subspeties were caught, examined and ringed.
Willow-warblers headed the totals at 222, then came
Whitethroats with 141 and Chiffchaffs with 52,
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' 130.  Spring Records from Shetland, 1953.

From notes by L.S5.V. VENABIES,
JOHN PETERSON & W. KAY.

WHITE-BITI®ED DIVER. Colymbus adamsii. Wim.
Sinclair (First (fficer in "Earl of Zetland") saw
an adult in summer plumage off Bluemull Sound on
two occasions in May.

GARGANEY. Anas querquedula, A male on Toch
of Hillwell from May A3rd—16Gh,

PINTAIL. A. acuta, One or two pailrs on
most days in Dunrossne ss between May 3rd - 15th,

SHOVELER. Spatula clypeata. A pair all
spring in Dunrossne ss may have attempbted to breed.

SHELDUCK. Tadorna tadorna. There has been

. an interesting extension of ronge in Shetland and
pairs have bred on Bressay, Yell and Unst. On the
last island four ducklings reached the water at
Baltasound, and although the first clutch was taken
on Yell a pair was seen with 3 young at Hamnavoe on
June 26th, :
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OSPERY. Pandion haliaetus. One at Dale
between Ierwick and Scalloway on May 30th roosted
on the top of a power-standard and W. and G.T. Kay
had excellent views of it at close quarters,
illuminated by their car headlights. It was seen
on Bressay next day.

K3ISTREL. Falco tinnunculus. A female at
Scousburgh, June 9th-10th,

COCT. Fulica atra. One breeding pair and
an unmated bird at Hillwell appears to be the sum
total of the Shetland breeding population,

GIREATER Y LLOWSHANK, Tringa melanoleuca.
One at Boddam Voe, Dunrossness, on May 26th~27th,
was seen bv¥ L.8.V.V., Dr. J.F. Monk and others.
A Tesser Yellowshank was at Fair Isle about the
same time, - see para. 132,

TIMMINCK'S STINT. Calidris bemminckii. One
in summer plumage at Ioch of Hillwell on June 1lth,

5C0PS OWl., Qtus scops. One among the ruins
at Jarlshof, Sumburgh, on June 6th.

: LONG-EARED CWL. Asio otus. One haunted the
wooded zarden at Halligarth, Baltasound in May and

Hune.

SIORT-EARTD OWL. ‘A. flammeus. One at
Spiggie on June 13th-l4th,

RIOK. Corvus frugilegus. At the new (1952)
Kergord colony there were eleven nests and a total
of 3%6-38 birds on April 29th. About 50 had
wintered in the area,
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JACKDAW. C. monedula, Sixteen in fieisdale,
the only Shetlond brceding-area, with Rooks and
Hoodies on January 10th, One on the cliffs at
Noss in late spring,

REDWING. Turdus musicus. Stephen Saxby of

Halligarth, Uns%, says a singing male was present

“in the small plantation in 1952, but no nest was
found. This year a poir attempted to breed and
there were two eggs on June l4th. Unfortunately
the nest hed come to grief when J.P. amd G.T. Kay
visited Unst late in the month. Egg-shells of
‘this species were found ond preserved.

SONG THRUSH. T. ericetorum. The Lerwick pair
(s¢e Bull, no, 10, para. 12"/) rcared two broods
and J.P, saw adults feeding fledglings in his garden
on April 15th and June l4th,

WHEATEAR. Qenanthe oenanthe. The first seen
by J.P. was at Wolls on April 12th,

SEDGE WARBLER. Acrocephalus schoenobaenus.
One @n L.S.V,V.'s garden was singing "ogalnsc' a
‘Common whitethroat on May 19th. There was a bird
at Sumburgh House on May 22nd,

i YELLOW WAGTAIL. Motacilla flava flavissina.
One at Hillwell on Mgy I17%th,

| REED BUNTING. Emberiza schoeniclus. Pair
- feeding young at Ioch Spiggie on June 18th, A
male in Spiggie-Brow marsh appears to be unmated,
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131. Greenland Wheatears in the North Sea.

KENNETH wILDLIAMSON,

David Snow has published an interesting note
in Ibis (1953), 95: 376-8 on “The Migration of the
Greenland VWhe atear™, showing that this bird is met
with much more frequently in the open ocean in
autumn than in :pring, when it ‘‘scems likely thot ...
the shortest possible sea-crossing is ncrmally made
the birds travelling northwards, largely overland,
up through western Burope and the British Isles™.

0f the rccords he found in the literature
and plotted on his maps none comes from the North
Scn. It is of interest therefore, and supports his
thesis, that I captured a female Qenanthe ocenanthe
leucorrhoa which flew aboard 8.S. TRONDHJEM, boun
Trom Icith to Torshavn, 2%t about 1230 hrs. on May
7th 1953, we were then crossing the Moray Firth
and our noon position was given as 58 18 N, 1 51 W.
This bird had lost its tail: it had the long wing
for a fzmale of 101 mm., ond olthough I was not able
to weigh it, I have handled hundreds of Wheatears
and can confirm that this example was too big and
heavy to be the typical race.

A second female came gboaord an hour after the
first, but this left the ship when I tried to take
it and flew low over the waves towards SV, A third
female a2lighted on the fore-deck at 1515 hrs, An
hour later, when we were some 20 miles east of
Crkney, I released the captive bird which, however,
remained with the ship and was still perching on the
funnel when we passed North Ronaldshay at dusk.
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132, Iesser Yellowshank at Fair Isle.

GEORGE WATERSTON.

On the afternoon of May 3lst Dr. J.F, lMonk
spotted this wader fecding at a pool of water
beside the road at Field. It was cxtremely
fame and fed quite happily within a couple of
yvards of the observers, - Dr. and ir. Monk,

Miss Mary Henderson, Miss Irene Kinnecar, and the
writer.

When G.W. arrived the wader flew straight

. towards him with staccato, flicking wing-beats

. and alighted at some shallow casunl water. The
first detail noted was the yellow legs. The
bird stalked delicately along, holding head ond
neck very high and upright. It then took flight
and towered high, rather like a Green Sandpiper.
I noticed that the rump was light in colour in
relation to the rest of the bird and that there
were bars across the tail-feathers, the tips of
which were dark. The bird climbed and uttered

a quiet “"toodle-oodle' note as it glided on
bowed wings before flighting on: it did this
two or three times. Bventually it plummeted to
the pool where it was originally sccn and allowed
us all to observe it at very close quarters.

It was remarkably tome.

In size it appeared to be about that of
a small Reeve and the begautiful marbled patter-
ning on the back was very like a Reeve. The
he ad was noticeably streaked, the streaks
continuing down the nape and merging with the
mantle patternings: this was of black and buff
. and brown, and had no traces of red or rust,
There appeared to be a darker streak running
through the eye. The breast was also finely
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streaked, znd thesc strcoks appcared to me to end
somewhat abruptly, as in the Pectoral Sandpiper.
The edges of tle folded wings werc brown and the
flanks ona belly white. The bill was long and
slender and straight and appeared slightly olive-
green at the bese. The eye was brown. The
bird occcsionalily bobbed its tail like a Sandpiper .
but I did not cbserve it bobbing its head like a
Redshank., Viewed at such close quarters, it was
difficult to get 2 true idea of its comparative
size.

irom what I could remember of the occasion
when I saw & Pectoral Sondpiper at Aberlady this
bird was rather gimilor, especially in the
pectinations on the breast. This bird, however,
was slimme » and appeared to be longer in the leg;
moreover, j5herc was no vestige of reddish or rust-
colour and white strecking on the mantle as in
the rectoral Lendpiper. On my return to
Bdinburgh T carefully exomined skins of Iesser
Yellowshark Tringo flavipes in the Royal Scottish
Museum, and Ghere 1s no doubt that this is the
speciles we saw on HMay 3lst. There is one
previous record for the island, on September 24th,

1910.

133, TLanceblated Warblér at Pair Isle.

This bird was seen and identified by J.A.
mtout and James Wilson, both of whom have had
previous experience of this and the GrasshoppelX
Warbler. It was found on May 4th, and J.A.S.
writes that it was a “dark, streaked warbler with
no eyestripe, and the underparts veryalight and
streaked end spotted. Feet a very pale flesh
colour'. It was first flushed from a drain snd
was watched later from a distance of no more than
% - 4 yds. as 1t perched on a stone dyke.
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134, Spring (1953) Notes from Fair Isle,

1953 wes the leanest spring season at Fair

Isle since the (Observatory opened: there were, it

'is true, a few interesting rarities, but at no time
‘were there the big ‘'rushes’ of commoner birds which

iprevious experience has led us to expect, The
following *commentary® is compiled from notes kept
«by JAMES A. -TOUT and JAMES WILSON, assisted by

JAMES ANDERSON, during the early spring months, and

the observations of visitors to the hostel during

Moy and early June.

MARCH. The remnaonts (77) of a large flock of

" LAPWINGS which had appeared in late February were

last scen on lst. The returning CYSTER-CATCHERS
'showed a big increase betwcen 8th and 10th, and

TWITES grew in strength from 12th to 15th. About
20 SNOW BUNTINGS appeared on 12th 2and there was an
influx of SKYLARKS on 15th, with more Lapwings and
8 small movement of BLACKRBIRDS.

By 17th the (yster-catchers had almost
doubled to 40 birds, and 2 few migrants on that
day included two STOCKDOVES. More Blackbirds
appeared on 18th with the wind light E.SE. and
the GUILLEMOTS returned to their ledges on the
Sheep Rock, The first PUFFIN was seen on 23rd
when Oyster-catchers numbcred at least 60 birds;
the first WHITE WAGTAIL came on 30th, snd s herd
of 13 WHOUPER SWANS passed by on 31st.

APRIL, The first WHEATEAR appeared on 3rd
and there was o SPARROW HAWK that day; 11 JACKDAWS
came with a light variable wind on S5th, there were
5 ROBINS, ond Puffins came to the cliffs. Next
day, with the wind between Z. and N, and light,
there was 2 small migratory movement from the
Skagerrak round to the northern side of a



- 24 -

depressior covering the British Isles, and omong
the specic 5 noted wers Snow Bunting (35), Wheatear
(4), REDW1 3G (19), COMION GULL (6) and DUNLIN (10).
- also one of each of the ‘alba’ wagtalls. There
was cn increase in Puffins and six PONXIES were
recorded. fparrow-hawk was present on 9th and
the following cays, and a few BLACK-HEADED GULLS
and the first 1} EADOW PIPIT were noticed on 1llth,

HEATEARS shawed a big increase to 20 on 13th
with a light E.NE. wind, a dozen lleadow Pipits
had arrived, ard Puffins were numerous. A flock
of 32 BRAMBLINGS appeared on 18th. The wheatears
incressed betwecen 19th and 23rd to over 160 birds;
GOLUEN PLOVER (?7) and YRLLOW-HAMMER (2) were new
on 20th, and RED BUNTING (2) on 2lst, The first
SWATLLOV was welcomed on 22nd. Meadow Pipits
showed increase during 22nd-23%rd to over a hundred
birds, and a day behind the Swallow came the first
SAND MART.N.

Zn shis day, 23rd, there were also six
Jackdaws, 2 Swallows, a SHORT EARED OWL, and 3
CHIFFCHAFRFS: the wind was southerly and moderate.
Great Skuas numbered 14 on 24th and the first
ARCTIC SKUA wes seen. Interesting arrivals on
25th were 7 BLRNACLE GEESE, and next day, when the
first WILLOW VARBIERS appeared, they numbered 12,
The 27th, a dey of light variable wind, was
notable for big increases in Whratear and Neadow
Pipit (which tad been fewer since 25th), and the
appearance of the first GREENSHANK, REDSTART and
LESSER WHITETH ROAT.

A big invasion of Turdidese, -~ FIEIDFARE (250),
SONG MERJSH (30), REDWING (50) and RING OUSEL (20)
— came on 28th, and with them were CARRION CROW (25,
REDSTART (3), a HEN HARRIER, CHIFFCHAFF (3) and the
first WH.NCHAT. Next day, 29th, ten BARNACIE
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GEESE arrived and some of the other migrants showed
increase, - RING OUSEL to 40, REDSTART to 13,
CHIF#CHAFF to 4, — whilst in addition there were
Brambling (21), a SISKIN and KESTREL, four COMMON
WHITETHROATS, ten ROBINS and some “Yommon Gulls and
REDSHANKS. These movements alsc tock place in the
ecasterly airflow of the norther part of a
depression then covering Britain, that of the 29th
veing in advance of an occluded front. The 30th saw
some decrease in Turdidae 2nd Bramblings, but
_ndditional species were BLACK-HEADED GULL (30), the
first TREE PIPITS (#), and first WHIMBREILS.
| MAY. The BARWACIES remained at 11 until 5th,
when there were 25 birds, declining to 14 on 7th,
The Ring Ousels were away by 2nd when nine FIEIDFARES
arrived, these decreasing to 4 on 4th. A BLACK
REDSTART was present on May lst and there was a
male RED-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT, 2 female Bluethroat
being seen next day. The se movements scem likely
to have been onward passage from the previous Hariftt,
taking plecc under the calm and clear conditions
brought to Britain by an Azorean high. The 3rd-5th
with this high well esteblished, saw the arrival of
o WRYNECK and a few wHITETHROATS, WILLOW-WRRBLERS
.and BRAMBLINGS, with a few Golden Plovers and a
Short—-eared Cwl on 5th. The first CUCKOC was seen
on 8th and, with the weather still markedly
lanticyclonic, a thin passage of birds continued the
most interesting orrivals being 4 flavissima and
two BLUE-HEADED WAGTATLS on 9th.

; There were 4 CORNCRAKES on l4th and next day
'3 small movement occurrcd - once more in the
‘south-easterly airstrecam of a depression -
involving wHINCHAT (8), REDST4RT (3), ORTOLAN,
STOCKDOVE, o BLUETHROAT ond some WHITETHROATS
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of both t£ecies. This was also the peak day of
WHIMBREL passage, and the beginning of a movement
of SEDGE WARBIERS and SWALIOWS: and i1t was also

a movement which, with the expansion of the
depression and the development of frontal weather
on 15th, reached the FAEROE ISLANDS (see para. 138).
Two SANDMARTINS passed on léth, Swallows increased,
and there were more WILLOW “wARBLERS (6!) than on
any other day in spring. HOUSE MARTINS first
appeared on 17th, to be followed on 18th by WOCD
PIGEON (4), SWaIlOw (15), the first GARDEN WARBLER
and two SEDGE WARBIERS, and a PIED FLYCATCHER,

The only BLACKCAP seen was a male on 20th, and a
COMIuON BUZZARD was present from 19th to 26%h.

There was more movement, again cyclonic,
from 22nd to 24th, with two each of PIED and
SPOTTED FLYCATCHERS, a WOCDCHAT SHRIKE on 22nd, a
male RED-BACKED SHRIKE followed by a female on
23rd-24th, a msle BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL (24th), four
SEDGE 2hd two GARDEN WARBLERS, Whitethroats, a
few willow-warblers, TURTLE DOVE, Swallows (3C
dalily to 24th), some 30 House Hartins and a drake
SCAUP. There were one or two SWIFTS daily during
the last week of May and a QUAIL eppeared at the
end of the month.

JUNE - JULY. There was a WOUD SANDPIPER
on Juna lst and one or two SNOW BUNTINGS from
3rd-~-5th. A Red-backed Shrike was secn on 12th
and there was o female on July lst-2nd. Two
wandering flocks of Lapwings appeared in June, 8
on 19th and 1C on 25th; there was a HEN HARRIER on
5th, a Short-eared Owl on July 8th, from June 28th
for three days we had a single SANDWICH TERN, the
first dated record for the isle, and four drake
MATLARD in eclipse and 2 TUsTED drakes on July lst
were uausual records,
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135, Tarbatne ss in April 1953,

DR. IAN D. PENNIE.

Notes on the Autumn Migration at Tarbatness,
Bast Ross-shire, appeared in Bull. no. para.
Spring observations were made this year by James
Gunn, Ian D. Pennie and Kenne th Williamson on
April 19th, and by I.D.P. and K.W, continuously
-from 22nd to 26th.

The 1l4th was a fine day with a moderate east
wind, an anticyclone centred west of the British
Isles extending into the North Sea. There was
. however no evidence of any “drift" migration.

:The only passerines scen were cither “coasters®
(2 few Wheatears (enanthe oenanthe and 3 White
wogtalls Motacilla a@. alba) or presumed residents,
although in additicn to Ghese a male Brambling
i'ringilla montifringilla was seen in company with
other finches In the Brucefield Plantation, No
Goldcrests Regulus regulus were seen or heard in
the plantation (there were several in October)
and neither Robins Erithacus rubecula nor
stonechats Saxicola torquata 1o the whins (both
plentiful in Octobery,

Some Turnstones Arenaria interpres were
noted on the shore, and off-shore about twenty
Long-tailed Ducks Clangula hyemalis and about
fifty Scoters Melanibta nigra, On the return
Jjourney to Golsple a Swallow Hirundo rustica was
scen at Ardgay and on the evening of April 2lst
5 Swallows and about 12 Sand Martins Riparia
riparia appesred at Golspie, (See para, 136).

Observation at Tarbatness was resumed
on 22nd 2t 150C hrs, Little movement was seen
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except for small porties of ileadow Piplts Anthus
protensis and vagtails, several of which were
clearly M. a. zlba. Whe atears seemed fewer, but
one male wnd ore Temale were almost certalnly
leucorrhoa. the first Common Sandpiper was seen
in tke evening.

No new passerines were seen on 23rd, but
Sandwich Terns Sterna sandvicensis were noticed,
and a magnificent company of about two hundred
Long-tailed Ducks, all yodelling together as they
flew. The se zre the only ducks which have a
double moult ard it was interesting to see drakes
in both summer and winter plumages swimming side
by side. A mele Goldeneye Bucephala clangula and
3 Purple Sandpipers Trings maritima were also seen,
but the Common Scoters had disappeared,

The 24th brought a fresh breeze from the NW.
with a succession of violent hail squalls alternating
with bright periods. The only new arrival on this
bitterly cold day was a Swallow, seen at Bindal Farm,
where there was also a huge concentration of over
a hundred Corn Buntings Emberiza calandra perching
on telephonc wires at "individual distances®
ranging from about 9 to 18 ins, Much of the day
was spent locating nests of the Lapwing Vanellus
vanellus of which there were seven in a small area
surrounding a muddy pool behind the shore. A
Redshank's nest was also found nearby.

Veather conditions on the 25th, were even
worse, the squalls being more frequent, some
accompanied by rain, some by hail and some by
sSnow. 54 Purple Sandpipers and about 30
Turnstones were counted on the shore.. Very few
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Long-tailed Ducks were about, and no white wagtails
or trcenlond Vite atears, but several Ssandwich Terns
were scen, and a fine cock Stonechat among the rocks
.on the NE. side,

f A careful count of the Purple Sandpipers on

the 26th gave a total of 116 birds along with 65
-Turnstones, in a few cases in mixed parties but
(mostly in separate groups, With the return of
tcalmer weather most of the Long-tailed Ducks, 164

in all, had returned to the point; and Sandwich
Terns,. including one party of 5 were more in evidence.
‘Two Great Horthern Divers, one in winter and one in
‘summer plumage, were seen.

One of the last observations made before leaving
on the afternoon of 26th was of 30 Pink-footed

Geese Anser Arvensis brachyrhynchus in the barley

at Brucefleld, They were said to have stayed later
than usual this year here and indeed in the whole
Dornoch Firth area,

 Higrants seen during the five days continuous
observation were few and probably Tarbatness is not
on one of the spring coastal fly-lines, but is a
"drift" migration area only. liost of the
spectacular records have been in autumn, e,g., 410
birds killed at the Light on Cctober 18th 1909 and
178 on October l4th 1912, The only outstanding
spring record is of a male Subalpine Warbler Sylvia
cantillans on May 3rd 1935, It was particularly
interesting %o note the complete absence of Robins,
hich were very numcrous in (October 1952, and the
almost comple te absence of Stonechats., Likewise,
it is now certain that the October Goldcresls were
also migrants,
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136. Som: observations on Spring Migration
0. the kyle of Sutherland,

JOHN E. KING.

From April 13th to 24th 1953 a party of
25 Edinburgh Academy boys and three members of the
staff undertook a scientific survey of the Dornoch
Firth and Kyle of Sutherland, one section of the
party concentr: ting solely on ornithology.

The expedition was based at Carbisdale Castle
Youth Hostel, which stands between 50-100 ft. above
the south bank of the Kyle, just north of the
Culrain-Invershin railway bridge, a point at which
the Kyle runs more sharply NW,-SE. The Castle stands
in the western section of Balblair Forrest, above
the Strath Oykell .road. Between the Castle and
this road arc fir and pine trees, with rhododendron
bushes and also (where clearing has taken place)
small shrubs and deciduous trees. Below the road
are birch and older woods sloping down to the
marshy ground cf the Kyle, which has exposed mud-
flats at low tide, It was from the excellent
vantage point of the Castle and from the grounds
surrounding it that almost all the observations,
summarisced below, were made,

It had been suggested by Kenne th Williamson'
that this might be 2 particularly suitable area
from which to observe migratory movements, .
especially of passerines, for the Kyle of Sutherland
narrows here, and the hills are close to the water.
Such an area might well prove to be a "bottleneck"
for migrants passing through to NW. Scotland or
even beycnfl, Williomson
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also made the valuable suggestion that the lines of
Loch bhin = Ioch flore, Glen Cassley, or of the

River Oykell - Ioch Assynt (all of which run in a

MW, direction) might prove to be *flight-lines®.

The detcrmination of the existence of a migratory
concéentration or of “flight-lines* thus beccame onc of
our main tasks and, as far as dally cxpeditions forther
afield would permit, we cndcavoured to thc best of

our ability to cover this particular zrea by watches

- morning 2nd evening throughout our stay.

Despite some very unpromosing weather on April

13th, l4th and 15th there was evidence of incoming
© Wheatears Cenanthe cenanthe; for on the 15th, in
three separate areas within & mile of cach other, ten
cock like atenrs and one hen bird were found. The se
arcas had been searched on l4th and were again
searched on 16th, but none was present on either of
these occasions. It should be added, however, that
cnow fell on the hill-tops on 15th and. that on the
north side of the Kyle therpe was an unusual movemem?b
of KMeadow Pipits Anthus pratensis travelling in
lleisurely fashiondown the Kyle, eastwards, feeding as
they went, Many hundreds were seen and we
_interpreted this as a movement to lower, snowless

feeding-grounds. The behaviour of the \Wheatears,
however, did not suggest a parallel with this.

By April 18th the weather had improved
considerably and movemcnts of Grey Geese Anser sp.
began and were recorded os shown in the Table,

Our comments on this series of observations are:
firstly, movement began with improving weather and
continued until 23rd (our last day); secopndly, the
passage was not restricted to any one period of
the day; thirdly no return to east or SE. was
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observed at any time, morning or evening, from
Carbisdale; fourthly, movements noted elsewhere
than at Carbisdale were alwa%s to theuwest, and
geese werc seen migrating bo north and south of
the Kyle; fiftlly, movements at Carbisdale were
always along the south bank and always in a NW,
direction (330 degrees was the approximate course),

Vhenever possible, the geese flying NW. over
Carbisdale were followed as far as eye and
binoculars could see, and the line followed was
over the hills between Gle n Uassley and Ioch Shin,
A visibt to .ibcourie on April 18th, along the Ioch
shin - Loch More road, gave us no glimpse of geese
at a later stege of their flight; but migration
had only just begun, and if the observed line was
followsd, then our road to Scourie lay too far to
the cast. Our opinion was that almost all the
gcese were Grey-lag Anser anser, judging by shape,
flight anl the markedly grey fore-wing.

Date Time Place - Numbers Direction
I18.iv. I230 Carbisdale 40 N.W.
19.iv. 1015 w 2 "

7" 1045 M3 22 "

it 1200 it 35 . i

H 1430 1] 18 ¥

1] 1440 " 35 111
20.iv. 1345 Loch Eye 30 plus West
2l.iv. 2030 Carbisdale 4o v N.W.
22.iv. 0900 " 70 ® i

" 0915 11} 120 T "

" 1015 Spinningdale 4o ® West

111 lloo " 2 "n

23.iv. 1030 Carbisdale 40 plus N.W,



- 3% -

80 much for departing migrants. The re were
arrivals too, which, significantly enough, oppeared
for the first time on the same day as the grey geese
began their exodus, A sandpiper was seen on the
18th morning, and threc Common Sandpipers Actitis
ggggleucos were identified on the 19th, inCreasing to

our by 22nd, It was on the 19th too, that the
first Sand Martins Riparia riparia arrived, numbers
increasing to four By 2ISt and many on the 22nd.
Then, at long last, the first willow warbler

Phylloscopus trochilus arrived, a single bird on the
21st. -

The 22nd wos, for us, the climax. By 0930 hrs,
five more Willow warblers had been located in the
imme diate vicinity of the Castle (in an area
specially chosen for the purpose of recording build-
up in numbers) and in fact anywhere and everywhere we
went that day - along the roads and in the woods —
Willow Warblers could be scen and heard where before
we had found none, The Redstarts Ph, phoenicurus

 #1s0 returned on 22nd, birds being Tdentified ot
Garbisdale and Spinningdale; and, by the evening,
not only had House Martins Delichon urbica reached

" this area, but with them were mony more Sand Mortins
2nd Swallows Hirundo rustica, (Bingle Swallows,
however, haod been recorded daily). At 2030 hrs. on
22nd all three hirundines were present together in
numbers, -~ a sudden influx, A Tree Pipit Anthus
trivislis had arrived overnight at Carbisdale,
and a Pied Flycatcher Muscicapa hypoleuca was
discovered at Spinningdale,

Of other migrants, it may be worth
recording that on two occasions parties of
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Fieldfares Turdus pilaris were seen flying NW, past
the Castle (April 14Gh 2nd 1l6th) and a single
Ficldfare was seen o quarter of a mile above the :
junction of the Rivers Shin and Oykell, Greenshank:
Tringa nebularia were already present, two pairs
being found resjectively on the River Oykell and at,
the mouth of the Spinningdale Burn, !

i

Conclusions, (1) Carbisdale, on the
evidence of one visit, shows signs of being a «
“bottleneck" for geese migrating to their breeding-

ounds either irom or via the Dornoch I'irth.
%5) Whether or not the valleys radiating from this
area constitute “'flight-lines™ cannot yet be
determined, but the probability exists. (3) No
comparable moverent of passerines (Turdus sp. ) was
seen, (4) The configuration of the ground does
appear to concentrate at Carbisdale, those summer
migrants moving into Straths Oykell, Cassley and
Shin,

1%7. The Taxonomic Status of British Twites.
R. MiINERTZHAGEN and K. WIILTIAMSON,.

Meinertzhagen (Ibis 1934: 55) described |
Carduelis flavirstris bensonorum from the Outer
Nebrides, as being "darker and not so red above as
birds from the meinland of Britain, centres of
feathers blacker". After acceptance by the B.0.U.
List Committee (Ibis 1934: 633) the race was
subsequently suppressed as it was thought to be
the same as the form breeding on the mainland of
Britain, and this was supposedly distinct from the
typical race inhabiting northern Europe, The name
Fringilla »ipilans Latham, 1787, type-locality
"the mountains of the Peak of Derbyshire®, was
available for
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British birds and was therefore adopted by the
Committee.. > '

But the comparison which resulted in the
rejecticn of bensonorum was nade with “a series
from the breeding-quarters on the Yorkshire -
Lancashire mocrs*, which suggests breeding-birds, -
and in worn plumage the racial differences in this
species largely disappear. Later, P.A. Clancey
(Bull. B.C.C. 1947: 53) pointed out that
Inadequacy of the comparison, ond supported the
separaticn of bensonorum from the Outer Hebrides,

Recently we re-excmined this question using
freshly-nculted autumn material, We are unable to
detect any difference between Continental birds,
including topotypes of Carduelis f. flavirostris,
and five examples from "the mountalns of the Peak
of Derbyshirei, Birds in autumn dress from north
and west Scotland and Tiree (Inner Bebrides), and
also two frem Co. Kerry, Eire, are ;
indistinguishable from these and we must conclude
thot Carduelis f. pipiY¥ans is a synonym of C. f.
flavirostris.

A long series of over 30 specimens fronm
North and South Uist and Foir Isle shows a clear
difference from the typical race in the more
contrasting plumage-pattern of the upper-parts.
The fenthers have stronger black centres and
darker, less rufous, brown edgings; the nape 1is
paler, and the buffish-brown edges cf the wing-
feathers are paler and more noticeable. In all
these birds the black streaking of the mantle
plumage is dominant over the brown, but in the
typical race the opposite is the case. Twites
inhabiting the Outer Hebrides and Falr Isle
(and with these Shetland birds in the
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Royal Scottish Museum agree) must therefore be
distinguished by the name Carduelis f. bensonorum.

Practically the entire breeding-stock leaves
Fair Isle in the late autumn, most having gone by
mid-November. W.B, Clarke (*Studies in Bird
Migration'™, 2: 108) also noted their scarcity at
this season, and recorded returning emigrants on
February 28th and March 15th in 1910, whilst other
dates are February 24th, 1913 (the day after the
big rush of Twites at Pentland Skerries Light) and
March 22nd, 1927. Autumn movement ex-Shetland
(where, however, many apparently winter) has been
seen crossing Fumburgh Roost, and in 1951 arrivals
were noted at the Flannans by Alex. Tulloch from |
the beginning of November, |

It is not clear where Shetland and PFair Isle
emigrants spend the winter, but the Flannans
observations may indicate a movement into the
Hebrides, The only recovery of a Twite ringed at
Fair Isle was made at wWwestray (Orkney), some 50
miles 3.8E., on January 31st 1950. A male from
South Uist in the Meinertzhagen collection dated
October 28th, 1920 is of the typical race and seems
likely to be of north Scottish origin or from the
Inner Hebrides, whilst one collected in Co. Kerry on
October 1l4th, 1945 has the appearsnce of bensonorum
and may be a migrant from farther north,

There 1s no evidence among the many
specimens in the Whistler Collection and the
gencral collection at the Royal Scottish Museum that
there is any passage migration through Fair Isle or
Shetland of birds belonging to the typical race,
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138. gpringkmigration in Faserce in 1953,

K. WILLTAMSON, NIELS A BOTNI
and JACOB JOENSEN.

| In order that a more connected account of the
apring migration of 1953 in the Faeroce Islands can
~be given, the notes kept by the above authors,
observing separately, have been combined, The
 observations of K. Williamson c¢over the period May
3th to June 5th and are mainly from the Torshavn
district of Streymoy and vsrious lakes on other
| islands, notably Tof tavatn (Eysturoy), Storavatn,
»andsvatn and Grothusvatn (Sandoy). Niels & BRotni's
notes are from the village and its surrounding bgur
or cultiveted fields on Nolsoy, five miles to the
2astward of Torshavn, whilst Jacob Joensen's are
from the southern point, Borin, of the same island.
These observers are well placed for recording the
results of migrational drift, for to the east and
south~east Nolsoy faces the open sea, and at its
outhern end is the most powerful lighthouse in the
Danish kingdom, A few notes ampplied by Samuel
Petersen of Klakksvik, the chief settlement in the
north—eastern islands, are also included.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER. Colymbus immer. A few
late winter records at sea off %oisoy, and 5 birds
there on May 18th,

HERON, Ardea cinerea, One is said to have

wintered at Kirkjubgur (Streymoy), and one was at
Oyndarfjord (Bordoy) on March 19th.

MATLLARD. Apas platyrhynchose. Singly or pairs
at Nolsoy during most of the winter; 14 on
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on January 1lOth and some migrating northwards on
April 28th. At Borin there were several on

small pocls between April 4th-10th, Two males on
moorlaad pools near Torshavn on May 1lOth and 26th

may have been migrants, but this species is a breeding
bird. A pair and odd drake at Tof tavatn on May

11th were nct there June 1lst.

IEAL. Anas crecca. A drake and 2 ducks at i
a hill-pool on Kirkjuboreyn, May 2lst, may have ,
been migrants. A pair (? breeding) at Grothusvatn
on May 21st. At Borin, a dozen on aApril 28th and
May 1lst declining to 4 on 3rd and one next day were
undoub tedly migrants.

GADWAKK, Anas strepera. A pair at
Grothusvatn on iMay 21st supply the first record of
this species in the Faeroe Islands.

#IG 30N, Anas penelope. Parties of 8 on
April 24th and 4 on 30th on Nolsoy. There were 3 3
pairs and 3 additional ducks at Toftavatn on May |
11th but only one drake on June lsbt. Some 15 at |
Grothusvatn on May 2lst dispersed to leave 5 pairs
swimming on the lake. It may well nest here and
at Toftavatn, but summer observations of duck are
extrem:ly scaenty and the only recent breeding-—record |
refers to a duck leading downy young on Sgrvagsvatn |
(Vagar) in 1950.

PINTAIL. Anas acuta, Two at Borin on Feb,
S5th, 4 on april 3Cth, and 2 drakes and a duck on
May 9th were doubtless migrants. A pair at
Storavatn on May 21st are more likely to have been

breeding hirds.

SCAUP. Aythya marila. Pair at Nolsoy on
May 7th. Drake at Toftavatn on May l1lth and
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@ pair there June 1st. Three drakes and two ducks
.at LSboravatn, UMay 2lst. Female close to Torshavn,
in company with Fiders, May 25th-26th and also 3Cth.

. TUFTED DUCK. Aythya fuligula. There is no
‘doubt that this duck has grently increased as a
passage-migrant, probably a reflection of a general
increase in the Icelandic population in recent ye ars.
There were 9 drakes and 5 ducks on Toftavatn on May
11th and 6 drakes snd 3 ducks on June 1st, At
otoravatn on May 2lst, 2 drakes and a2 duck were
Sonsor ting with Scaupy and there was a pair also at
Grothusvatn. A female was swimming with Biders near
Tor shavn on May. 26th and there were 2 pairs at a hill
tarn on Velbastadhalsur {Streymoy) on June 3rd,

IONG TAILED DUCK, Clangula hyemalis. 0dad
birds at sea east of Nolsoy regularly from the end
of January. Pair in summer dress, May 15th,

COMMCN SCOTER. Melanitta nigra. Five near
Nolsoy village on April 20th. A pair in a bay close
tc Torshavn on May 25th. A drake, and possibly
asother of this species (but too far off to identify)
were on Sandsvatn on May 2lst. A pair o Scoter was
here in June 1944 (X.W.) and June 1951 (¥. a B,), and
David Davidsen, a resident of Sand, told K.W, that
the black duck have young on the lake in most years
in July. It has not previously been recorded as
breeding in the Faeroes.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator, Seen
at Tof tavatn (3 pairs), the Sandoy lakes (& pairs)
and elsewhere, but except for the Eider this is the
commonest breeding duck,
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GOC.3ANDER. Mergus merganser, A drake at
Toftavatn on June 1st offered a splendid
comparison with a nearby drake Merganser. This
would appear to be the first Goosander record in
the present century.

. GREY IAG GOOSE. Anser anser, One at Borin
on April 21st and 7 there on 25th: 3 east of the
village on 28th were probably from the same lot.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE. Anser arvensis brachyr-
hynchus. Six on Nolsoy on May 25rd,

MIOOPBR SWAN. Cygnus cygnus. Single birds
or small parties at Noﬁsoy from April 20th to early
May. Hafgrim Rein reported a herd of up to 10
birds at of tavatn on several days in mid May, the

last being 7 on 24th.

VERLIN. Falco columbarius, (? subaesalon).
One oy two winTered on NolSoy. . Seeh singly at |
Borin on.wany days in spring, chasing Rock Pipits.
Some passage April 5th and again on 25th, and a
single bird on May 2nd. Now very rare as a
breeding-species.

COOT. Fulica atra. One at Tof tavatn, May
11th. An uncommon winter visitor, with only one
previous May record. (1874).

GOIDEN PIOVER. Charadrius apricaria, The
only flock seen by K.W. was of 13 closely-grouped
birds in a wet, peaty valley on Sandoy, on May 2lst.
Not on: of them had the full black front of the |
Northern C. a. altifrons, to which the majority |
of Faeroe birds can be assigned, and they
presented a marked contrast with breeding-pairs in
the vicinity. They may well have been a flock
of drift-migrants of the Southern race
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in an casterly cyclonic airstream prevailing at this
time.

TURNSTONE. Arenaria interpres, Many at
Nolsoy the latter half pf December and through
January, sometimes over 50 birds feeding in the fields. -
A decrease took place in early February but a small
flock remained in the bgur till mid-April,

ACwaPj*g to Ssmuel PeBérsen a big number winters
annunily at Klakxsvik on the sandy shore at &t
pead of tie bay, as happens also at the settlerents

i on Vagar 1sland. There were 6 on the shore at

Torshavn on May 9th. Two immature birds at the
same place on 25th and 31st were joined by an adult
pnext day; three were present on June 2nd and 4 on 4th,

CURLEW. Numenius arquata. T™wo flocks of 30
birds each passed Borin on March 4th and there had
been o small flock in the village area since 1st,

A few birds had wintered. There was later passage
on April 7th and 24th and single birds at Sandoy
May 21st and Nolsoy May 28th.

WH IMBREL. Numenius phaeopus, Many of the
best breeding-grounds near Torshavn were very sporsely
tenanted until after mid-May. A flock of 6 flew
north over Nolsoy on May 19th.

BIACK-TAILED GODWIT. Limosa limosa (2 islandica).
Five at Nolsoy on May 26th and 2/th.

REDSHANK. Tringa totanus (? robusta). At
Torshavn 'singly on May 9th, 26bth and 50th. At
Nolsoy there were 2 on 19th and at Svinoy one on
28th. There was a flock of 12 at Toftavatn on May
11th and 4 others were flying in pairs, bub
probably all were passage migrants as none
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was secn there on June lst. - Samuel Petersen says.
a passage Flock of up to 20 or so birds appears, ..
regularly in certain fields near Klakksvik in late
April and early May, staying for several days.

Two pairs behaved as if breedihg ot the only known |
nesting locality, Grothusvatm, on May 2lst.

at Torshavn on June &4th.

JUNLIN and RINGED PLOVER. Calidris alpina

and Charadrius hiaticula, Three and two |
respectively at oendsvatn, May 2lst. Six Dunlins .
werc asleep on a rock near Torshavn on May 30th and,
a seventh was consorting with a Ringed Plover nearby,
There were only 4 on 31lst and 2 on June 1lst, and on
the lotter date there were alsc 6 on the shore of
Tof tavatn, with a Ringed Plover and a phalarope. . |
The. Dunlin was more in evidence on the soubth |
Streymoy moors than during the war years. - |

‘ |

FED-NECKID PHATLAROPE. Phalaropus lcobatus. -
None at Grothusvatn, a regular Breeglng—piace, on
May 21st, but in the afternoon 2 were seen swinning
among Ziders outside Skopun harbour (Sandoy). .
There are onc or two nesting-pools close to Skopun,!
sc probably these were local birds; if so, bthey o
were o week carlier than the first arrivals in the
south of Shetland (per T. Henderson). -One wos
flying with 6 Dunlins at Toftavatn on June 1lst,
and when it suddenly alighted on the water the
Dunlins checked their flight, made as if to settle
alongside, - end then thought better of itl :

GIAUCOUS GULL, Lerus hyperboreus,. An
adult male in summer plumage was obtained at D

t
ANOT. Calidris canutus. Two red birds were ;
|
|
E
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Nolsoy on May 28th, the first N, a B, has seen there
ih breeding-dress.

ARCTIC TERN. Sterna macrura. The first
arrivals in Nolsoyarfjord, May 19th, were later than
usual,

LITTLE AUK. Plautus alle, Many on the sea
east of Nolsoy on January BGR, increasing up to l4th,

WOOD PIGEON. Columba palunmbus. One feeding in
a garden near Torshavn plantation on May llth was
again flushed from the trees on 16th.

SHORT EARED OWL. Asio flanpmeus. There was one
gt Borin on May 4th.

SKYTLARK, Alauda arvensis. Small flock in Nolsoy
| fields from AprIl 14th-~IBth, and about 25 on the Borin
hillside on April 22nd,

SWALLOW. Hirundo rustica. Twe in Nolsoy
village, May le6th-I18th, Three were hawking above
snall pools in Torshavn plantation on the evening of
18th, and one was singing ne arby on the morning of
'20th,  Samuel Pebersen saw some at Klakksvik on May
22nd-23rd,

HOUSE MARTIN. Delichon urbica. Several at
Borin on May 15th, and & number 1n the village area
on the following day, disappearing on 18th, One
near Nolsoy village on 19th, See para, 136.

SAND MARTIN, Riparia riparia. A single bird
with Swallows in Torshavn plantation on May 18th
provides the third record of this species in the
islands, '
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FTEDFAR:., Turdus pilaris. B few on the
hillside at Borin, april 13th, and a big movement
on Moy lst, sore renaining till 3rd. In the
village area there was 2 party of 6 .fron February
19th-22nd =2nd o few small parties between April
29th and May 2nd.

3ONG THRUSH, Turdus ericetoruni. One from
Jonuary 6th to March 28th at Nolsoy.

REDWING. Turdus_musicus. A few in Nolsoy
fields cn April 2nd were considered by N.A.B. to
be coburni; six rcosted in his garden from May
4th-:0th. In the latter part of this period the
nunber increased to 2% and on May 7th many were in
song in the village area. There was a fairly: large
flock (? race) on the Birin hillside for a few days
fron april 22nd, ond there was soIe passage at
Klakksvik during the first few days of May. A
definite T.m. musicus was seen by K.W. at Borin,
May 19th. Only @ single pair (coburni) now
appears to be nesting in Tor shavn plantation.

BLACKBIRD. Turdus merula.  Nolsoy village
had 3 birds for some tice arter January 6th. ;
Numbers were at Borin lighthouse on April 22nd |
and there was a noticeable movement through the
village area on 26th.

FHEATEAR. Oenanthe oenanthe, (? Schioleri) |
First seen at Nolsoy on Apr 5t and 2ond. A
big number arrived on 24th and birds seemed to be
very tired. There was a second considerable
movement for one day. ¢n May 4th.

RELJSTART. Phoenicurus phoenicurus. One-
female at Nolsoy on May 19th.
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RED-SPOTTED BLUETHROAT. Iuscinia svecica
svecica. An adult male seen near Borin on May l6th
was obtained next day: it is the second record of
this bird for Nolsoy and Faeroe,-

GARDEN WARBLER. Sylvia borin, A Nolsoy cat
caught one on May 16th,

BLACKCAP, Sylvia atricapilla, Two hens in
Nolsoy village, May I9th, and a pair first seen
oh May 1lO0th stayed until 28th.

COMMON WHITETHROAT. Sylvia communis.  Two
birds at Nolsoy from May 18th to 22nd.

IESSER WHITETHROAT. Sylvia curruca, Some
arrived at Nolsoy during the night of ilay 15th/16th
and 6 rernined in and about the village until the
evening of 17th, One was singing in Torshavn
plantation most of the morning of June 5th (and again
8th) and a second Sylvia sp. was also seen,

WILLOW WARBLER. Phylloscopus trochilus, A
few at Nolsoy, May 16th-20th. Two watched by K.W.
on 19th, and one nedr Torshavn on 20th, shomed
characteristics of the Northern Ph. t. acredula, -
brownish, not greenish mantle, and only a slight
yellowish streakiness on the breast. (Skins were
at hand for reference),

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER. Muscicapa striata. One
#t Nolsoy on May 17th.

; PIED FLYCATCHER. Muscicapa hypoleuca.
sbrahan Joensen saw one at Borin on May 19th.

HEDGE SPARROW. Prunella modularis, One
at Nolsoy on April 7th.
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MEADCA PIFIT. Anthus pratensis, First at
Nolsoy, Apr il 2znd. Tomigration rrom 24th,
dwindling ¢t the end of the month, but small flocks
and single birds continued to pass into May.. Two
or three birds resting near Torshavn plantation
frequently used the trees when commencing or ending
their song-fliglts.

WHITE WAGIAIL. Motacilla 2, alba.  Small
parties at Borin and on the village shore for
several days following April 27th. Later lots of
3 to 5 birds, ord gingles, passed up to May 17th,
when a small movement was noted at Borin. There
were single biris about Torshavn on most days in May
(last seen June 4th), most often at the mouth of the
Sanda river and near the plantation. One here, on
May 22nd, parched for some time in a spruce tree
after a spell of “flycatching® from a nearby boulder,

SISKIN. Ce:rduelis spinus,. A feriale in the
trees of a Torshavn gorden early on May 19th was well
seen and guve a distinctive call-note: it is the
first record of this species in Faeroe,

CHAFFINCH. Fringilla coelebs. A pair at
Nolsoy village ¢nd one ab Borin frem February 7th
to 10th.

BRAMBLING. Pringilla montifringilla, A pair
at Nolsoy village from April 4th to 13th,

Y SLLOW HALMER. Emberiza citrinella, One was
scen by Petersen at Klakksvik on April 13th.

. SNOW BUNTING. Plectrophenox nivalis, 0dd birds
in the village in January and February and a small
flock at Borin April 24th, and in the village 29th.
Twelve in the village on May 17th. -’
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129. Miscellaneous Migration Notes
Trom Feerce,

Samuel Petersen of Klakksvik has mounted two
Bitterns, one a Continental Botaurus s. stellaris
frem Nortoftir (east coast of Bordoy) on January
lath 1951, and the other an American Botaurus S.
lentiginosus from Vidareidi (Vidoy) in carly
NovemEer 1552, Salomonsen (4ves, Pt. 64, Zoclogy
. of the Faeroes, 1935) gives one reccrd of each
subspecies, - Buropean bird at Torshavn on May 1l4th
1887, and an American at Skopun (Sandoy) in autumn
1930.  An interesting fact concerning the new record
" of the American bird is that it was taken shortly
after the series of westerly goles which first
caused the phenomenal wreck of Ieach's Petrels in
Britain and France, and later carried several Nearctic
species - including two Yellow-billed Cuckoos and an
American Robin - across the North Atlantic., (See
Bull, no. 9, paras., 103, 104, ond British Birds 46:
218, June 1953).

o0o

Of three mounted specimens of tle Water Rail in
Niels & Botni's collection an undated one has the
dark reddish-brown upper-parts of the Icelandic race
. Rallus aguaticus hibernans., This is the only form

which Salomonsen (op. Cit.) was able to admit to the
Faeroe Iist from ¢ ive specimens available to hin
for examination, The two remaining examples, a
male and female from Nolsoy on October 28th 1946,
have the distinctly more olive coloratiocn above of
the Continental bird Rallus a, aquaticus, which
should therefore be added Go the List as. an aubumn
drift-nigrant.
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A femsle Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochrurus
gibraltariensis was collected at Nolsoy on November
Ist 1952, the sixth for the islands. a lst=-winter
bird was trapped at Feir Isle on the following day.
There was SE. wind on the south coast of Norway and
in northern Denmerk during the first few hours of
the month, and a complex depression developing
be tween 3hetland and Faeroe with a similar ailr-current
on its northern flank,

000

Other interesting specimens in this collection
are the first Wocdlark Lullula arborea to be
recorded from the Fasrces, — a female from Nolsoy,
October 29th 195Q, - and the second Faeroe example
of a Pied Wagbtail Motacilla alba yarrellii, an adult
male froa Nolsoy, October 10th 1950.

o0o

There was sn unusual passage of House Martins
Delichon urbica st Klakksvik on June 9th 1951, five
birds being seen. This followed anticyclonic weathexr
in the British area, with a light northerly breeze in
the She tland-Facroe region in the ridge of a high
extending southwards from Greenland, Both Niels a
Botni and Samuel Petersen say that House Martins have
been commoncr and more regular -in récent years than
formerly. Salomonsen (op., €its) gives only six
occurrcnces, five being Single birds.

oOo

Fair Isle Fird CObservatory, July 12th, 1953+



FAIR ISLE BIRD OBSERVATORY

THE WORK OF THE OBSERVATORY

The purpose of the Bird Observatory is to provide
facilities for visitors to carry out scientific research on the
island, not only in the sphere of ornithology, but in every.
aspect of Natural History. Work will be mainly
concentrated however on ornithology under the supervision
of the Director.

TERMS

Full board, including service, is Six Guineas per
Head per week. Reduced terms are available for parties
of students from schools and universities.

APPLICATIONS

Priority in bookings will be given to * Friends of
Fair Isle,” and to boma fide naturalists prepared to take
part in the scientific investigations of the station under the
leadership of the Director, and to help with such other
duties as may be necessary from time to time in connection
with the station or hostel. Anyone else wishing to visit
the island will be made welcome, provided room is
available. Those who are not keen ornithologists are asked
to book for the summer months—]June, July, and August—so
that more accommodation will be available in the spring and
autumn for students of bird migration. Application should
be made as follows :—

(1) If made between 1st April and 31st October.
To the Director, Fair Isle Bird Observatory,
by Lerwick, Shetland. Telegraphic address:
““Migrant, Fairisle.” Telephone: Fair Isle 8.

(2) If made between 1st November and 31st March.
To the Director, Fair Isle Bird Observatory

Trust, 17 India Street, Edinburgh.
Telephone: Edinburgh CENtral 4532.

PROSPECTUS
Prospectus giving details of transport to and from
Fair Isle, and other information, will be sent on application.



FAIR SLE BIRD OBSERVATORY
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Bird Trap - ™ daries ......
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