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NEW !3URT FOR NICK AND ELIZABl3TH RIDDIFORB 
The first edition of this Newsletter was on the printing presses when the Dimtors 
received Nick Riddiford's resignation as warden, effective from the end of January 
1989.Nick md Liz with Naarni will be staying an Fair Isle in a croft house, which will 
be the base for Nick's cmsultaacy with *Earth Watch Europe: His first project is to set 
up r bio-diversity study in Majorca. 

Nick and Liz haw mads a great conhibutSon to FIBOT in dlffmlt times, for 
which we are dl very grateful. We wish them dl good luck in their new venture. 

The Directors anticipate appointing a new Warden for the 1989 seasan. 

THE APPEAL AWD PE-DE-PMENT 
The apped conti~fum to be extremely mccadd, with over B30,W now secured. 
The building work started in September, and significant progress has been made to 
dakTBeaewLiagbuiWegf d%ddm~dtbenewwindowsminp~and 
the new Ma& wrtfls nearty complete. The new bating and all the in tW works will 
b M d b y I h e e n s f a f - r e a d ~ f o r & e n e a m .  

The appeal is stllf open aad will be until wz reach our target. 

HOUbAY OFFER OPEN m L  FEBRUARY 1989 
Because of #he continuing support for the appeal, the directors have decided tu keep it 
qm untir Pebrwy 1989. Please therefore do exwt put  finds to help us ma& our 
a c t .  It wouid make For a vwy special 40th Anniversary if we could take our 
m e r n m p  total. past 1,000. At the hghnihg of November I988 &ere were 730 
members, t w b  the number 12 months d e r .  

A CHRI- GIR WTH A DIFPERZNCE 
Wiih this ttcdetter is anothet appeal l&t so thathat: yw can give s subscription to 
PIBOT as a Ctrtlatmas present. Don't fbrget that m miversmy membership offen 
OitG * of a ftUy paid holiday on Fair Iste for two weeks, for two peaple, including 



travel h n i  Edinburgh with Ln@.JW think what a very s p d  p m t  that muid 
= be for a young bird enthusiast or e q l l y  a q l e  perhm who have just retired or 

. those who like haveiling throughout SaoUnnd, posib1y 8s a qecid inantive present 

Send the s-ption of fh.50 or rnore per member to NB(3T at 21 Regeat 
'1 Terrace in Edinburgh, and we. will send a m i f l e d  membership slip rrs your gifi for 
1,. Christmas wherever you are. In order to ensure tbrmt we are able to do so before 

Christmas please return the mhmiption form together with your cheque by 15th 

;> J; 

December - that meam NOW!. 
<+ > .  
.. - 

989 MEETINGS 
year there will be two FIBOT meetings in February 1989. 

rgh on Satuday 25th February 1%9 at 2.30. The second in 

At both meetings there will be illmated talks on the 1988 season, with 
particular refe~ence to the Sea-bird mlonia. 

There will be a discussion on the role oftbe O W t a r y  In the 1990s. 
Please complete the enclosed applidon form and forward to the Secretary by 

1st February 1989, at the latest. 
P l e a ~ s e t t t h a t t h m m - f e r M m o g h W r r i ( L - h  

Feb- 1989.We +re hoking for new Mesd,aad t h s  sa phseda bmad mmbliom 
to The Seaednry, FIBOT, 21 Begm4 'ferraec, UsBmrgh E87 SBT *s sam mle. 

1988 SEA BIRD BREEDING AND TEE HIRD HIGHLIGHTS 
OFTHE EAMXAUTUMN 
The summer of 1988 hdd mixed fbfimnes h r  Fair Me's s~~ Through April and 
May the cliffs and w m d i n g  was were alive with mhy, excited birds. A total isisiand 
census revealed a boom in the Gannet population with 488 nests, an i n c m e  of more 
than 60$6 in one year, Both Arctic Tems and Common Tern alsa showed large 
increases fwm 1987, presumably representing displaced Shetland birds. Kittiwakes 
were unchanged from the last count, in 1986, but: Arctic Skuas showed a distinct 
decrease, which is causing some concern. 

The monitoring scheme got underway in Me May witha rush ofacthityowing lo 
the early breeding season. Studies ofbmdhg su~cess at m u d l y  monitored sites 
were initially encoumging; good fled&g suceuss was m r d e d  among Guillemots, 



and Puffins a p m  to be bringing in plenty offood. ln fate June,however,it b e m e  
apparent that the terns and Kittiwalces were having a hard time, with d i  young 
failing to grow and dying in the nest. This was a particularly disturbing period and 
befote long the #ems obandoaed their Breeding attempts. A few Kittiwakes struggled 
on to fledging - it was estimated that the 19,000 breeding pairs raised ody about 200 
young, compared with about 19,000 fledged in 1987. The &lure of the surface feeding 
species indicates a shortage of small sandeels - usually their main pmy on Fair Isle - 
were being brought in. 

So with some species having a poor breeding season while others were 

1 'wffePdul'it will be interesting to see what 1989 holds for the seabirds. Hopefully, thr 
demise of the Shetland birds win not continue though i t  seems likdy that it m y  takc 
several years for the fish stocks to recover. 
Andrew S i l c o h  (Seabird Monitoting Oflcer). 

BIRD I I I G ~ ~  OFTHE EARLY A W M N  
The main feature of the July to mid Sefitember period was an excellent wader pasage, 
including counts of 35 Knot on 27th July, 25 Purple Sandpipers on 7th August, I2 
G m h a n k s  on 1 lth and 12 Green Sandpipers on 25th AugusL There were 30 Ruff 
on 3rd Septembrwhile 33 t i tt le Stints and 35 Curlew Sandpipers on 5th were record 
counts for Fair Isle. 

Dtber August highlights induded Gmnish Warblers an 9th-21st and nth, a 
T)oUer~l From 29th an the w d  scsltteriag of Wrynecks Scarlet Rosefinches and 
Band WiwblemSepbmber began with an impressive after an wterIygde on the 
night of lat/2nd The foflowimfl morning the isle was full ofbirds including 12 each of 
W y m d  and Red-backed Shrike, 120 Tree Pipits, 100 Whinchats, 70 White Wagtaik, 
35 Reds-, 65 Pied Flymkhers, 40 C o m n  Sandpipen and 20 hsser 
Wetbats. The rest of September was dominated by westedey winds with gales at 
the end of the month, but thex brought unprecedented numbers of Long-tailed 
S h  -a total of 18 were seen f m  the Me in a 13 day period h m  the 18th and an 

I additional 3 along with 7 Po&e SUBS fmm the O W  Shepherd. 
As usual, Septemkr was not without rarities. Lanceohted Warbler and 

Yellow-breasted Bunting made their now customery appemea, white other vagrants 
included 2 American Golden Rovers and Pectoral Sandpiper from tbe west, Citrine 
Waml  md Short-toed Lark fmm the east and King Eider (a male coming out of 
eclipse) from the north. Them were Cmmakes on 4 dales, but only one 
Yellow-brewed Warbler. Lapiand and Snow Buntings were present in g o d  numbers 
by the end of the month. 

Our particpation in a north-east Atlantic Storm Petrel project begun this year 

I 
pPadud some i n k r a g  redts.AmQng 1,000 trapped were 2 from Norway and one 
wbich subsequently visited the Faroes. 
Peter h t t s  



MARKETING AND CAIXBING ON FAIR ISLE 
The Directors of FIBOT have wdssiooed two reports in ao@un&on with the 
redevelopment and the future operations of the Lodge. The first is s Wering study to 
assit in the design and operation of a new k i a e n  and dining room. In addition to 
bringing FlBOTup to date behind the scenes the study is examining the menus to see 
if t h q  a n  be changed to provide a greater choice of fuod, The essential family 
atmosphere will not be dted in the Indp md the &riBs will not be increased more 
thm they haw been recently by a margin that covers Inflation. 

The marketing rcpor6 is intended to try and find ways to encourage more psopfe 
to visit Fair bb during the summer months when the attraction ofbJrds is not as great 
but Fair Isle as an I h d  5s as calwrful as ever and a wonderfd hallday base. The 
marketing study will also explore any opportunity for using the w e  during the 
winter periods. Any ideas you may have will be welcomed. 

T o ~ ~ l t ~ g U l f ~ ~ d g I ~ m Y B e b e l ) ~ I l p u c o a W ~ e b y  
~ ~ & 4 8 8 d k i e B ~ ~ h t e t e e ~ r t 2 1 t t e % e a t ~ ,  
~ . s s w m . s ~ I b p u ~ s # ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d a  
d d t b F t t r b l e ~ s d s s e m ~ ~ o o l r r J a w t s e a m p ~ ~ ~ ~ e a r  
I r ~ . ~ g o o l t a t y ~ c o - a p t m ~ A Z l l l l ~ ~ e t ~ ~ . n d ~ ~  
studies dl be presented at the A.G.M. in Edh- 

BOOKINGS FOR THE LODGE IN 1!M9 
Bookings for the Lodge in f 989 me about the same 1-1 atr thim t h e  fsst par.Wlth the 
exception ofthe mid Wtembr to mid OtMmrpeW them is st i l l  accotrrdatim 
at aII tImes.Mick u ~ e s  keen M r d m  to bmk in for the Sprirrg migration from d d  Mq 
to mid3aalrtKhich canbejust as exdtingmthe A u t u r n a T h e d a t t h i s  h e  is 
that ;it coincides with the Whitsun break. 

Now that the Lnganair timetabb are on the Travel Agency canputen it is 
possible to book y w r  tramport to and fiom Fair Isle f i r  1889 ar~w. 

h n Y  forget that new research awmm&tion fw two people in the 
Observatory is being oRered 8t attractive rates. pieme encourage the use ofMs 
new Wiity for genuhe research pmjeds. For details and bookhg pIaces please ring 
8351 a 5 8  or by writing dJrect to the Lodge. 

Happy Chrtptmas and may 19?l9 bring yom gmd bmppkw and SUCCESS term radymm 


