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As Fair Isle Bfrd Observaturyts forty-first season draws 
to  a close, and t i red  staff take a w e l l  earned rest, 
FIBOT has much to celebrate, A p t ,  from completi~n of 
the building ~e-devel~pm€?nt and a successful topening' 
ceremony in August ( r e p o r t 4  later da this News1 etter) , 
the Lo* h w  welcomed more vhitors than ever before, 
both as aeeasured by viaitor week&/bed nAghts and in 
numbers pF i n d i v l d w l  visitors, Increasf ri$ opportunities 
for f l y i ~ r g  to the tale from @ ~ t h  T i m 1  and Kirknall 
b v e  encm-d more visitors to come fm abort breah;  
Sun* l a  now the only days in the week (during swr~ner) 
when tmvel t o  and from Fair Iale i a  not possible by air 
&/OF sea, 

Unfortunagely there is one disturbing a 8 p t  of 
fncreasing demand at  the Loclge - the number of visztara 
who Book accommodation (especially %or mwatfon perfds 
and often far in advance) but then fail to appear or to 
cancel. This means that beds can remlrm unoccupied at 
tfms *n there is actually a waiting list for 
vacancies. PLeam* -tact Elizabeth %mediately if you 
decide not to take up your booking, so that we can try to 
fill the vacancy; not to do so is unfair to PXWT and 
also to thms who w u l d  be only too aruriws to f f l l  the 
p p .  Where &bem is a good mason for cancellation, arrd 
it is possible ta  re-let tW room,.refWng of a degoalt 
my be canslde~ed - but a l l  visitors are advised t o  take 
out travel lnaurance including cancellation cover, Maw 
insurance arr%g@mats npgotlated with Sun Alliance are 
detaf led  In the enclwsd brochure for 1990, For next 
%#on we have, intrgducede a ~ I - P  cb- for peak 
perids, re f  fecting the deman&f 6~ acccpmmodation at these 
tiaes, and have also*tMcreassd the deposit by £5. 



t m m  b&en gdnat&¶ By a s w h  of mt9- 
cyclones sitwted in the Weatern q p ~ o a c h e ~ ,  msultlng in 

uni;n.kerrupted westewI* afrf3m at m r  ~sle. AS 
been a dearth or cormton laigrats, and 

Is of passerinss . Su~prisingEy, however, 
there Plas k e n  a stping of rarities, 

August eclammed with a lwge passe@ of C-n Gulls 
0 on 11th. We had t o  batit  until  the end of 

for the mm 1nt.emtihg rn-s - Red-necked 
5th, Citrlise IbgWIl on 27th and a YePlm- 

and 2 Romffnches (including a red mlel 

September bwmt amher Y e l l w - b s t e d  Buntirigs 
le Buntings, Meadow pipits peaked at 900 on 7st 

and there was a good selection of colmtoll mlgmtrts on 10th 
the Iele8s thikd ever at- Nightingale, Other 

hi@lf@ts  wepe Aquatic  warble^ on 16tA, Spotted Cpake on 
t4th, Lanceolated Wwble~ on l6th,  t h e  ffrst G r e y  P k h -  

- ropes (3)  since 1979 on 20th, Booted Warbler on 22nd amd 
Faip Isle's thiml C o a l  Tit on 26th, 

A *redn Aad-breasted Flycatcher was the s t m  bipd Of 
a rather quiet openPng to Octobm, The best fa l l  of the 
autumn occurred on 5th, when 8edWng~ nunnbeed 50BCI, Jack 

quality was provided 'by a S w t - t m d  krk ,  a 
Redpall of the Greenland race and an incm- 

P-hom - ~ f p i t .  k x k  day bmught the 
autumra sixth L5ttle Bun%img and a second m P t - t o e d  
krk. A Yellbw-brawed Wa~Uler arid a Rlchardls P i p i t  

t the supeP first-ywf mle Pied 
ved in mar @la farce westerlies on 

10th was a shock to all and a lmg owdue first for 
- mir I a h .  The 71th was calm and a trickle af migmnks 

w i v e d  inclWimg e B l u e t h m t ,  the second mho~emannln 
&tic B e d p o l l  and a Lameolated Wmbler E l a t  mlked aver 
fts a W m e  baats in the Leo& ditch. 

Paul miirey 



Satwrcky 26th 4ugust 1989 was a of double 
ce1eWation;- it not only marked completion of the re- 
devebpment of t building but also ttre 4Ist  
mnfversmry of the Obaervatoryas opening. Some 12C 
guests, staff afld is4ndsrs, age range 18 months to 80-1 
yeapa, packed into the newly refurbi&ed dhirrg-warn anc 
l o q e  t o  en@y a ~~agniricent buffet meal - topped- off 
d t h  an ftiland-shaped cake - fol1wed by a concwt f r o m  
the islags folk mustc group. . Boxb the Observatory a d  
FaiP fsle itself have made great strldes sirrce that far 
3fI day in 1948' when visitors and lalanders cat& tagether 
socially - over tea on that occasion - for the first 
i .  'Phe links - bath social and emnomic - established 
in tmse early dajls have st.ren&Bened over the yare ,  and 
the fntePdependenee of the Obser*vatorg and the island 
cmmm9ty was a mjop theme o f  the speikchea, by David 
McLehose, Chairman of Fair Isle Bird Observatory Tmst; 
Jlmy Stout of Skmryholm, Fair Isle's comunitg 
councillor; John Amott,  Vice-chaimn of the Countrysfd~ 
C~ganission for Scotland and a past Chairman of FIBOT; and 
bbgnus Flaws, Councillor Por Dwrosaness. 

Several of the people present at this yearqs Cele- 
bration could &e a first-hand cmpm-ison w i t &  t h e  
~ a r l i e r  event, but the only guest in that position was 
Esther Williamaoa, wife of the Obsermtto~y~s first 
mrden, the late Ken Wf lLiamson. Esther tr"ave1led with  
her daughter Hkrvor fma near Longon t o  join the party, 
and Pound t&y*s accamdation v a s t l y  aupwfm to the 
~ l d  Naval huts in uae for the first 2 i  years of the 
3bservatoryts life. Other guest& 1.nclwIeU Mr Archir 
Duncan, slon of Sfr APthur Duncan (a Pounder of F'I3UT with 
Czeurge Waterston and Ian Pitman), former warden Roy 
m b s  atld h i s  . uife Wina,  and representatives of 
Shetland 1 slaws Councf 1, ShetLmd Tourist Or@nlmtf m , 
and the Etgticlraal %st Pop S c o t l a d .  



fRe now familfar pattern of Friends of Fafr Isle meetiw 
In F e h ~ u w y  each year is planned again - fop U M W N  on 
FIOIXUAP 19th (at  1800 hDum in the White Hart, Theobalds 
Rd, Halborn - buffet supper inc:.) and EDIMBURGH on 
SATURDAY 24th (at 1415 hours In  the Membersv House, 
Edllnburgb Zoo - tea & biscuits im; snack lunch - soup, 
filled mlls, coffee & biscuits - available on request). 
At both meetings Paul Harvey, the Warden, and h i s  wire 
~ l i z b e t h  w i l l  be fntarruptirrg thei~ winte~ holiday t o  be 
present to talk, wfth sliders, about Current activities on 
Fair Isle and in particular the enhanced opportunities 
for fesearch and group v i s i t s .  These meetings are 
informal - a chancy t o  mee t  odth friends who share a 
common interest and to enjoy a meal if you wish. Bookhg 
foms ape encloaep. 

Congratulations t o  Paul and E l i zabth  on the g ~ ~ i v a l  in 
Septm'ber of Bryolly, a sfstep for Holly. We w i s R  t h e m  a l l  
well and a paceful winter together. 

TUB% in time for Chrisms, the much heralded b k  rFair 
Isle -- an island saga*, By Valerie Tholo, f a  now publfshed 
by John Dmald.  It tells a f u l l  story of Fair Isle and 
has been described by the Betlrtlld Tima reviewer as Ha 
celebratEan not only af a cagtlmting IsJan8 but also of 
that geherous, wildly apt3mi$tic, mdlessly energetic man 
George Waterston, - a -tufa1 and -thy cmpnion to 
*F@r isle - a Photogpaphic Nis;'toryvD. 

C o p i e s  of this l o ~ a l y  W, sfgned by the mthm - 
sn iriehl ChrisW~rs present- - can be Burchased fro@ FI3UT 
by completing and miling the enclosed order rorm, 
together with your cheque. 

bve a happy Chris- and an eventful 1990. 



FAIR IS= - AN f S W  SAGA by Valerie M.Thom 
Published by John Donald, Edinburgh, at £12.95. 

Excerpts from the publisherws 'blurb1 on the jacket: 
nValerie Thorn's bmk traces the  story from Viking tfmes 

t o  .the present day, drawing on contemporary accounts t o  
illustrate t he  changing patterns of life over the  last 
300 years, as the islanders have adapted from being 
dependent almost solely on f ishing to a more diverse 
economy. 

The book also hfghllghts the Important roles played by 
Fair Iale Bird Observatory and t h e  National T r u s t  for 
Scotland in bringing new hope to the community at a time 
when morale was low and in helpfng t h e  i s l a n d  to achieve 
the  integration of its human, w i l d l i f e  and landscape 
heritages which gained it a Council of Europe Diplaman. 

BOOK ORDER FOElM 

Please send me ........ copies of 'Fair Isle - an f d m d  
saga @ f 12.95 including (UK 1 postwe & packing. (A cm- 
tribution towards ove~sess postage costs would be 
welcome, where appmpriate .  

I enclose a cheque/postal order for ........... payable 
to FIBOT. 

PLEASE USE BLQCa CAPITAL& 

Addreas ................................................ 

Return to FIBUT, 21 Regent Te~race, Edfnburgh W7 e;RT 


