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FAIR ISLE'S SEABIRDS Ill 1990 
Many of us thought that the  plight of our breeding 
seabirds could get no worse than in the 7988 and 3989 
aeasms, but t h i s  smer was t o  prove us wrong. Once 
again the  species worst h i t  by the continued sandeel 
shortage were Kittiwake, terns and Arctic Skua. Worse 
still, there m s  evidence to suggest that mamy other 
breeding species, previously unaffected, are now expe- 
riencing problems in raising their young. 

Some 79,000 pairs of Kittiwakes breed on Fair Isle, 
^but t h i s  smmr just two fledged chicks were seen! 
Although some adults deserted their eggs, hatching 
success bms moderate, with the majority of chicks 
~tarving shortly after hatching, Analysis of food 
wmples is not yet complete but it appears t ha t  this 
Beason many Kittiwakes had t o  resort t o  feeding their 
chicks on offal scavenged fPom behind f i s h i n g  vessels, 
due t o  the shortage of their preferred food item - 

- r, 

sandeels . 
Arctic Terns had an equally dkpressing season. A 

record 400 pairs attempted to breed but only one chick 
fledged. The Cmmb Tern population meanwhile crashed to 
7 pairs, a l l  of which failed completely. As for Arctic 
Skuas, the 104 pairs attempting t o  breed raised juat 3 
chicks to fledging. Thepe were again heavy losses to 
predatfon by their larger cousins, the Great Skuas, 

Many of our previously trelatively successfulf 
species also had their poorest breedfng seasans since 
monitoring b e p n  in 1986. Fulmars fledged just one chick 
for every 4 pairs, while brood reduction was frequent in 
Shags, which d i d  not even mnage t o  raise me chick per 
pair. Pufffne . . too fared less well, although f looding of 



braeding burrow during B freak 3-r stom m y  Mve 
contributed to this. 

Guillmota and Razorbillas a@Pn e w i e n c e d  norm1 
breeang success, obvfously still able to locate suf- 
ficient smdeela to Peed their chfcka. However it is 
wrryfng t U  report that, in both species, chfcks we ighed  
significantly less for a given wing-length, and fledged 
at lower weights, t b n  in 1989. 1s this the first Sign 
that the Wwed amllability 6f sandeels is affecting 
this species too? 

In Long-lfvd species such as s e a b i ~ d s  it w i l l  
obviwsly  be aeveml years before the  effects of these 
poor breeding aemans ape reflected in the adult 
populatlom, and as yet populations of most ssabfpd 
species breeding on the Iale 1-emla f a f r l y  smbls. - =  

Guillemts are, however, an ex&ptfan with numbre agein 
decraaing (on average by 27.6%) a t  mnituring plots. 
This decreaaa is presumably related to an incmae in 
adult mortality in whter. If this trend is reflected in 

- ; the  Islevs population as a whole, then sme 8,000 of the , -: 
32,000 Guillemots c w f e d  last S-P have eubequmtlg 2 
disappeared. -. 

A m  HIGHLIGHTS 

In m y  wys it ma a strange autum; c o m m  migrants 
were in short aupply untf 1 the latter half of O c b b e P  
and yet rarities cmtinued to turn up fPm mid-August. 
Even as early as late July we were eaertafned by our 
f'lrat 'autumn' rarities - a super pair oi w b r r e d  
G ~ ~ b l l l s .  FOUP more were to Pallaw, 3 juveniles in 
August and another female in October. In&& the But- 
was mmethlng of a CwsabAll apactmtular; C-n 
Croaerbllls numbered over 200 on many days, reachlq a 
peak of 225 on 23 August, and a tame female Parnut 
C ~ o s s b i l l  allowed itself to be trapped on 24 Septeshr w 

Irruptive s p e c i e s  have been very much the flavoarr of the 
autumn. Great Spott& Yo9dpeckbrs were mgula~ Wter the 
first on 17 ~bgwt, peaklw at 5 an 18 October, and 
hxt&ga have been near dai ly  since 5 m 15 Octokr, 
p e a k l ~  at 30 an 18 Q c t o W .  



A G e e n b h  Warbler on 16 A u g u s t  w a s  the first of our 

I regular Scandina~an/SikrfEfn mriths, other realart3 
including an &tic Warbler, 2 Citrlne Uagtaf hi, a 
Rustic,  2 Yellow-breasted and 4 LbLttle Buntings, & 4 
Richard's, 9 Olive-backed and a single Red-tWuatad 
Pipit. The autumn twitchers were again re-rded wltb 2 
very obliging Lancedated Warblers, indeed one of them 1 K 1 9 m t a n e t ~ t i t w a s p i c ~ e d u p ~ c r r i n g i n g ! l  Less 
w b r  Siberian vfsltom were 2 Dusky WarblePs, the 

I d x t h  and seventh records for the island. 
Nearctfc specfes, though, we= the stma of tk 

f autum. A tOq-bflletl Dowitcher red at aster Lather on 
14-15 Sepkembr, the secund for F a i r  Isle, while H j W n l  
Geo played host to Scotland's second, and Faif frslet8 

I first, Suainmnrs Thrueh, from 30 S e p t a k r  to  6 
Oct-obr. 

Lesser rarities included severkl Bluetbmats, Red- 
breasted Flycatchers, B a s ~ e d  wwnlem, Roseflnchw, 
Yelluu-bmwd Warblers, Red-hacked Shrike&, W q m e c k s  and 
angle UoPdehkt and G r e a t  Grey Swikw. One of the 

- Yellw-bmwed B*lers was sporting a Aomegiaa rfngi - 
the first fore*-r-d bird of thfa specles to  be 
caught in BriMn. 

Waders were in gmd supply a l l  at-, gOod counta 
king 13 Black-taf led M t s  in Augtmt ,  30 Curlew 
M p l p e r s  in SeptembP and 20 Jack Snipe and 150 
W c o c k  in Oct;olger. The best Pal l  of tradftfoml m e r  
m t s  ocwred on ? Septembw, when 7 Little Stints,  
12 Wnclmts, I t  Pied Flycatch~a and 20 H i l l o w ,  3 
h x m d ,  15 Garden, and 2 W o o d  Uarblera were comtd. Far 
l~ore epettwular, however, Wre the thrush numbrs in 
Octob~.  FieWares peaked a t  5,000 and Re&- at 
2,000 on 18th and Blackbirds at  500 an 22ad. Chlff- 

?< 
chaff's reached a ne# mord Island count on f&b, whea 
100 were p ~ s e m t ,  a l l  but a handful being of the 
mr%kmJastem Pa#. 

@= 
b' 

Fimallg , the a m t i o n  oP w3ld me$e f s aluayd one of 
$> the higRL3ghts. Faasage was particularly strung on 5th 
!F - and 6th a o b r ,  wi%h tharn 500 Grrsylags each day, 
B 
&.> and on 12th OctaBer wWn 'IfD 3wmcles were recaMed.. 
ev Paul Harvey p. 
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We now have both an Administrative Secretary (Michael .rg 
. . - .  

Murphy 1 and a new Hembrshfp Secretary (Sylvia Laing) <+ =; 
working fop us part-time at 21 Regent Terrace, Both ape -, i 

3 

also employed by the Scottish Ornithologists Club, so . J 
. -q 

tHere is now every chance that 'Friendsw who phone in 
0 - 

c--> 

;"; during office hours wi l l  actually be answered by someone , ,,? 
who knows what they are talking about! - $3 .' . 

Bookfng forms for our Spring Meetings are enclosed . -2 E,! 
with this Newsletter: Edinburgh - Friday I5 Feb, 6.30pm 
at Heriot Watt campus, Rfccarton (Note cha e of time + ----- andvenue). London -Monday 7 8 F e b ,  -3UpmatTheWhite 
Hart, 7 1~heoba ld '  s Rd , Holborn. Paul Harvey w i l l  speak - A  . ,- 

at both meetings and at Edinburgh we hope also t o  h v e  $4 
an f nvfted spaker to talk on research work currently 's;.-a 

*- -3 
being carpied out on the islets seabirds. Friends are -A  3 
inv i t ed  to bring along their own slides to the London 
meeting and to participate as much as possible. 

Also enclosed is the 1991 brochure, which gives . - 2  - 

f - details of next seasont s tariffs and pmgr-e of me- 
I ueek courses. After much discussion it has been 

to increase the  depos i t  required to 50% of the holiday 
cost; v i s i t o r s  are consequently strongly advised to take : 
out holiday insurance, so that i n  t h e  event of cancel- . ,!q 
lation a refund can be obtained. . .. >3 

L i k e  everybody else, FIWT is feeling the effects OF 
Inflation. Increasing costs for printing and postage -:j , > 

:< 
have meant t ha t  over the current financial year FriendsR .'* 

3 
subscriptions have done little more than cover the c a t  - -+ 

2- 

of servicing the membership. The Board of Directors 2 
have decided, therefore, t o  make an increase In the . r ~  
subscrlptlon t o  $10 per a m  from Apri l  1991. It is <{ 

hoped that m o s t  Friends will be able and wflling to 2 
renew at  t N s  level,  and so w i l l  continue t o  provide the 

lk% important financial back-up that was envisaged when c e ?  '2 

George Wateraton first initiated the Triends of F a l r  - $.< 

Islev. No action I s  needed at present; subscription ,d 
+ reneml forms will be sent out with the Annual Report, k . > c-- 

, . hopefully in early Wch.  . ,.-- % 
b ~3 
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