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S ~ I E t I ,  ms 

During the sumer Glasgow University, in congunctian 
with the BiPd Observatory, continbed its reaea~ch into 
Fair Isle's breedfng seabirds. The species studied were 
Gulllemot, Shag, Arctic Tern and Kittimke* Jbch species 
was monitored f ~ w  the pre-laying stage through chick 
rear- to fledging. Clutch and brood size, adult atten- 
dance, adult body condition, feeding rates and d i e t  were 
a l l  monitored, 

In marked contrast t o  last yew, the b i r d s  have had 
an extremely au~ceasful season. B~eeding adults  bave 
been able to maintain their  M y  weight, chicks have 
been fed frequently, auggesthg a close and p l e n t i f u l  
food supply, and as a result fledging success has been 
gad. Perhaps the most aignificank Improvement has been 
tha breeding success of Arctic T e r n ,  A record 650 pairs 
bred on the island and over 1,000 chfcks were ping&. 
Fledging success a t  the breeding pld t  was B p p ~ ~ x W a t e l y  
1.3 chicka/gair, a vast improvement on the one chick 
that fledged from 400 pair8 last gear, and the firat 
real success in Shetlmd since 19831 

Kittimakes too have had their  m w t  aucceasful samn 
since 1987. Chicks are still fledging nuw, but the f h a 1  
flwre for breed3ng success ia expected to be in t k m e  
order of 1.0 chicks fledged/paiP. 

H o w d  Towell IGlas@w Univ. 

AHD WEAT OF OTIIER SEABIRDS.. . 
~ t e r  a swies of pmr breding seascms m t r c  S ~ B  
have at  last experienced breeding a c e a s ,  which is 
M ~ d l y  dwprising since theSr main hcet speclea - terns 



auks and Ktttiwakes - have done well. Predation pressure 
from Great Skuas is still taking a heavy toll of bath 
adults and newly fledged chicks, however. A11 the auk 
speclea have done well ,  with sandeels featurfng grami; 
nently in the diet of Pufffns (97% of f i sh  presented t o  
ch icks ) ;  a welcome cbrrge from 1988-90 when aandeels 
formed on average 53% of chick diet. Razorbills and 
Gulllemots too have had a good season. 

Without doubt the factor that has been responsible 
for this return to n o m l f t y  has bmri an increase in the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of sandeels. Why t h b  should be is still 
unlolm, however, although the closure of the sandeel 
fishery last June must have helped1 Letts hope t b t  the 
D.A.F.S. have the goad senae to see that things stay 
that way. 

SPRING MIGRATION 

If I open by saying that the wlnd did  not blow fmm the 
south east on any day in May, then you will not be 
surprised that it m s  t h e  worst spring on recard. Indeed 
the title is something of a d s n o m e ~  - there was no 
migration! After a quiet spring last year 1 was hoping 
for a record breaker t h i s  year. It waa a record breaker, 
but f 'o~ a l l  the wrong reasons! Only two Redstarts were 
recorded; there was only one Sylvfa warbler in May, etc. 
etc. As usual, though, there were a few interesting 
sfghtings to provide much needed insglration in the face 
of what  seemed a constant no~therly afrfbw. G r e a t  T i t ,  
Goldfinch, Canada Goose, Scaup and Red Kite are all 
unusual on Fair Isle, while rarities found included 3 
Red-throated Pipits, 2 Short-toed Larks, and Little a d  
Rustic Buntings. Those of ywt thirrking of a sprfng v i s i t  
should book in for next year - surely we are due for a 
real stunner1 

h ~ l  Harvey 

On the afternoon of lbtn July, Arfon Williams and I 
stmlled dawn to the pier to the meet the Good Shepherd- 



What happened during the following eight hdura w i l l  
remain, for those involved, the highlight of t h e  season. 

My usual questfon t~ islander Neil T h m n ,  "Any 
Cetaceans?", was answered with "Two Mnkea two miles + 

north of the isle." The only thing that raced simul- 
taneously through our minds was t o  get the Zodiac boat 
onto the water and get out there awn. Sending one of 
the JMHF recipients running t o  le t  Paul Imw, Arfon and 
I rap id ly  collected neuly arrived visitors' lwage and 
returned to the Lodge where Chris Oramnn, Stete Voitier 
and Paul were gettlng ready. Within 15 minutes we w e r e  
3n our way, heading north out of Wick OTFurae, f u l l  of 
xpectat ion. 

We soon found ourselves d r i f t i n g  around, engine off, 
looking for indicators such as Gannets md auks takflng 
advantage of dfsturbed f i s h .  We'cmldntt find any large 
corrcentrations and became sawwhat anxious. k y b e  they'd 
moved an...maflbe we're in the wrong place ...my be... 
WOOSHII A l l  of a sudden our ears locked onto the sound 
of a whale blowing in the distance, but we still 
couldn't see it. This continued a f e w  mre times before 
we decided t o  start the engine and move closer, hoping 
t o  see something. Af'ter a short wait, Paul saw a whale 
surface. The lwge size and relatively smll dorm1 f f n  
positioned well d m  the back confirmed it as a Minke, 
For the rest of us the next few minutes proved tanta- 
lizing, until it surfaced again. We soon heard another 
blow from a different direction, and saw a second whale. 
By this time the adrenalin was flowbg and, after 
glimpsing them several more tfmes in the distance, we 
decided to go for broke and paced to get closer views. 
We were not let down. After a couple of minutes wait the 
still water broke and, like a scene out of * Jawst , w e  
were treated, or should I say prlveleged, to views of a 
mgnificent Minke Whale down t o  just a few metres away. 
The five of us were by this time totally incredulous. 
Words cannot desc~3be the  scene, Almost as If th i s  
superlative creature picked up our excftement, it 
continued to  display itself, before heading s t rawt  for 
the Zodiac and awlmming a few feet underneath us1 The 
t h r i l l  was unreal, and it is hardly surprising that 



available cameras were redundant for" that scepe. They 
soon came out though, and we were once again given 
stunning viewer of its head, blouhole and curved fin. 
Thinking of our landlubbing friends, we headed back to 
HOrth Haven, to take other swff and keen viaitam out 
there to see the spectacle. They were not dissppotnted 
either. Our friend continued to twill and delight tbse 
on board until late evening, providing eveqone with a 
unique experience and an hsi* I n to  these friendly 
creatums. 

M W e  whales are Wdely distributed in trapical, 
temperate, and polar waters of" both healdpheres. In the  
1Porth Atlantic, concmtmtians can be found off Spfte- 
bergen and the 13arenta Sea, the caast of Normy and In 
Icelandic mas. They feed mainly an krill and mall 
shoallng fish such aa cod, capslin and pollock. 

H u g h  H m p  (FIB01 

FIgOT AFFAIRS 

w e  have heen much encou-d by the relatively good 
response to the recent aubacrigt3on lnc~ease. In the 
hope tbat some of those who have not renewed at the new 
mte will yet do so, we are - where approp~iate - 
sending out a m n d e r  w l t h  this Newsletter. Those Wnu 
have at111 failed to renew, or to update their paymnts, 
when the Autumrl Reusletter fs due t o  go out wfll be 
deleted from the list of lFeiende'. With ever- 
fncreaafng printing and post- costs we cannot afPord 
to send publications t o  those who have not paid upt 

Because the renewal f orma d i d  not go out mkll A p r i l ,  
some $5.00 subs, h%d already gone through the bank by 
the ti@ the new rate Bankerts Orders were received. In 
such w e 8  the farms were m d e d  as necesearg to 
provide either for payment of nE5.0Q now and £10.00 frm 
1st April" or postponement of the $10 payment m t i l  
1992. In consequence nobody should have paid more than 
the sum acttlaUy due. We hape that we got it right in 
evek-y case - and apologise fop the late delivery of the 
rehewal forms. 


